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PREFACE. 


can  hardly  fail  at  the  present  time  to  attach  a 
mournful  interest  to  these  Discourses  on  Slavery  by  Theo¬ 
dore  Parker.  Pew  will  read  them  and  see  how  deeply 
their  author’s  heart  was  engaged  in  the  cause  of  Negro 
Emancipation,  without  being  touched  by  tho  thought  that 
in  tho  great  struggle  now  passing  in  America,  the  voice 
which  would  have  spoken  loudest-  for  right  aud  justice 
has  been  silent,  and  the  bravo  soul  which  would  have 
exulted  in  the  triumph  of  freedom  has  passed,  away  from 
earth  beyond  the  tidi>  gs  of  the  conflict,  perhaps  beyond 
tho  echoes  of  that  hist,  glad  Ta  Dtntm  which  shall  arise 
from  an  enfranchised  race  and  a  regenerated  land. 

Another  mA  a  brighter  ynmrnst  will  doubtless  cling 
to  these  Discourses  in  times  to  come,  when  slavery  shall 
have  been  swept  from  tho  world,  and  men  look  back  to 
its  stupendous  wrong  with  the  same  wondering  horror 
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wherewith  wo  now  regard  the  tyrannies  of  feudalism  and 
the  cruelties  of  the  Inquisition.  It  will  then  bo  remem¬ 
bered  with  joy  that  the  first  preacher  of  pure  Theism  was 
also  the  fearless  denouncer  of  the  groat  National  Crime 
of  his  age— that  crime  which  the  Churches  of  his  land 
were  rarely  found  to  condemn,  and  often  to  justify  and 
defend. 
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A  SERMON  OF  SLAVERY.® 


DKLIYEEKD  JAKUAEY  31,  1641,  HEPEATED  JOKE  A,  1643, 


Knaw  ye  not  tint  to  wiiotn  ye  yield  ythuraelve®  servants  to  obsy,  his  servant*  ye 
are  whoa  ye  obey ;  whstaerof  an  tinto  death,  or  of  obedience  unto  right- 
eousness?— Roh.  yL  16. 

Ik  out  version  of  the  Now  Testament  the  word  servant 
often  stands  for  a  word  in  the  original,  which  moans  slam. 
Such  is  the  case  in  this  passage  just  read,  and  the  sense 
of  the  whole  verso  is  this : — u  If  a  man  yields  unconditional 
service  to  sin,  ho  is  the  slam  of  sin,  and  gets  death  for  his 
reward.”  Here,  however,  by  a  curious  figure  of  speech,, 
not  uncommon  in  this  apostle,  he  uses  the  word  slam  in  a 
good  sense — slave  of  obedience  unto  righteousness.  I 
now  ask  your  attention  to  a  short  sermon  of  slavery. 

A  popular  definition  has  sometimes  been  given  of  com¬ 
mon  bodily  slavery,  that  it  is  the  holding  of  property  in 
man.  In  a  kindred  language  it  is  called  body-property. 
In  this  case,  a  man’s  body  becomes  the  possession,  pro¬ 
perty,  chattel,  tool,  or  thing  of  another,  person,  and  not 
of  the  man  who  lives  in  it.  This  foreign  person,  of  course, 
makes  use.  of  it  to  sorve  his  own  ends/ without  regard  to 
the  truo  welfare,  or  oven  the  wishes,  of  the  man  who  Uvea 
it  that  body,  and  to  whom  it  rightfully  belongs.  Here 
the  relation  is  necessarily  that  of  force  on  one  side  and 
suffering  on  the  other,  though  the  force  is  often  mod'hed 
»nd  the  suffering  sometimes  disguised  or  kept  out  of 

sights 

Now  man  was  made  to  be  free,  to  govern  himself,  to  bo 

*  Bcptmted  fma  the  Boston  edition,  of  1843. 
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his  own  master,  to  have  no  catiso  stand  between  him  and 
God,  which  shall  curtail  his  birthright  of  freedom.  Ho  is 
never  in  his  proper  element  until  ho  attains  this  condition 
of  freedom ;  of  self-government.  Of  courso,  while  wo  are 
children,  not  haring  reached  the  ago  of  discretion,  wo 
must  bo  under  the  authority  of  our  parents  and  guardians, 
teachers,  and  friends.  This  is  a  natural  relation.  There 
is  no  slavery  in  it ;  no  degradation.  Tho  parents,  exor¬ 
cising  rightful  authority  over  thoir  children,  do  not  repre¬ 
sent  human  caprice,  but  divine  wisdom  and  love.  They 
assume  the  direction  of  tho  child's  actions,  not  to  do  them¬ 
selves  a  service,  but  to  benefit  him.  The  father  restrains 
his  child,  that  the  child  may  have  more  freedom,  not  less. 
Horn  the  relation  is" not  of  force  and  suffering,  but  of  love 
on  both  sides;  of  ability,  which  loves  to  help,  and  neces¬ 
sity,  which  loves  to  be  directed.  Tho  child  that  is  nur¬ 
tured  by  its  "parent  gains  more  than  tho  parent  does.  So 
is  it  tho  duty  of  tho  wiso,  the  good,  tho  holy,  to  teach, 
direct,  restrain  the  foolish,  the  wicked,  tho  ungodly.  If  a 
man  is  wiser,  better,  and  holier  than  I  am,  it  is  my  duty, 
my  privilege,  my  exaltation  to  obey  him,  For  him  to 
direct  mo  in  wisdom  and  love,  not  for  his  sake  but  for  my 
ovra,  is  for  mo  to  bo  free.  Ho  may  gain  nothing  by  this, 
but  I  gain  much. 

As  slavery  was  defined  to  bo  holding  property  in  man,  so 
freedom  may  bo  dofinod  as  &  state  in  which  tho  man  does, 
of  his  own  consent,  tho  best  things  he  is  capable  of  doing 
at  that  stage  of  his  growth.  How  there  are  two  sorts  of 
obstacles  which  prevent,  or  may  prevent,  men  from  attain¬ 
ing  to  this  onviablo  condition  of  freedom.  These  are : — 

I.  Obstacles  external  to  ourselves,  which,  restrict  our 
freedom;  and 

II.  Obstacles  internal  to  ourselves,  which  restrict  our 
freedom. 

A  few  words  may  bo  said  on  tho  condition  to  which  men 
aro  brought  by  each  of  those  classes  of  object®. 

I.  Of  the  slavery  which  arises  from  a  cause  external  to 
ourselves,  By  tho  blessing  of  Providence,  seconding  tho 
efforts,  prayers,  tears  of  some  good  men,  there  is  no 
bodily,  personal  slavery  .sanctioned  by  tho  law  amongst  us 
in  Hew  England,  But  at  the  South  wo  all  know  that 
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8omo  millions  of  cur  follow-citixona  are  bold  in  bondage ; 
that  men,  women,  end  children  aro  bought  and  sold  in  the 
shambles  of  the  national  capital ;  aro  owned  as  cattle ; 
roared  os  cattle ;  beaten  as  cattle.  Wo  all  know  that  our 
fathers  fought  through  the  War  of  Independence  with  those 
maxims  in  their  mouths  and  blasoned  on  their  banners : 
that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  that  the  God  of 
eternal  justice  will  at  last  avenge  the  cause  of  the  op- 
prised,  however  strong  fcho  oppressor  may  be;  yet  it  is 
just  as  well  known  tliat  the  sons  of  those  very  fathers  now 
trade  in  human  flesh,  separating  parent  and  child,  and 
husband  and  wife,  for  tho  sake  of  a  littla-gain ;  that  the 
sons  of  those  fathers  eat  bread  not  in  the’ sweat  of  their 
own  bro>v,  but  in  that  of  the  slave's  face ;  that  they  aro 
sustained,  educated,  rendered  rich,  and  haughty,  and  lux¬ 
urious  by  tho  labour  they  extort  from  men  whom  they 
have  stolen,  or  purchased  from  tho  stealer,  or  inherited 
from  tire  purchaser.  It  is  known  t<o  you  all,  that  there 
are  some  millions  of  those  forlorn  children  of  Adam,  men 
whom  the  Declaration  of  Independence  declares  “born 
free  and  equal"  with  their  master  before  God  and  tho 
Law ;  men  whom  tho  Bibb  names  a  of  tho  same  blood  " 
with  the  prophets  and  apostles ;  men  u  for  whom  Christ 
died,"  and  who  aro  u  statues  of  God  in  ebony  " — -that  they 
aro  held  in  this  condition  and  made  to  fool  tho  full  burden 
of  a  corrupt  society,  and  doomed  from  their  birth  to  do- 

Sedation  and  infamy,  their  very  name  a  mock-word ;  their 
b  a  retreat,  not  a  progress, — for  tho  general  and  natural 
effect  of  slavery  is  to  lessen  tho  qualities  of  a  man  in  the 
slave  as  ho  increases  in  stature  or  in  years, — their  chil¬ 
dren,  their  wives,  their  own  bones  and  sinews  at  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  a  master !  That  those  things  are  so,  is  known  to  all 
of  us;  well  known  from  our  childhood. 

Every  man  who  has  over  thought  at  all  on  any  subject, 
and  has  at  tho  same  time  a  particle  of  manhood  in  him, 
knows  that  this  state  of  slavery  would  bo  to  him  worse 
than  a  thousand  deaths;  that  set  death  in  ono  scale,  and 
hopeless  slavery  for  himself  and  children  in  the  other,  he 
would  not  hesitate  in  his  choice,  but  would  say,  {<  Give  me 
death,  though  the  life  be  ground  out  of  me  with  the  most 
exquisite  tortures  of  lingering  agony  that  malice  can  invent 
or  tyranny  inflict."  To  the  African  thus  made  the. victim 
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of  American,  cupidity  and  crime,  the  state  of  slavery,  it 
will  bo  said,.  may  not  appear  so  degrading  as  to  yon  and 
mo,  for  ho  has  never  before  boon  civiUaed,  and,  though  tho 
nn taught  instinct  of  man.  bid  him  love  freedom,  yot  Chris¬ 
tianity  has  not  revealed  to  Mm  the  truth,  that  all  men  arc 
brothers  before  God,  born  with  equal  rights.  But  this 
fact  is  no  excuse  or  extenuation  of  our  crime.  Who  would 
justify  a  knave  in  plundering  a  little  girl  out  of  a  fortune 
that  she  inherited,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  a  little  girl 
a  of  tender  years,”  and  had  never  enjoyed  'or  oven  beheld 
her  birthright-  ?  Tho  fact,  that  tho  injured  party  was  ig¬ 
norant  and  weak,  would  only  enhance  and  aggravate  tho 
offence,  adding  new  baseness  and  tho  suspicion  of  coward¬ 
ice  to  guilt..  If  the  African  bo  m  low,  that  the  condition 
of  slavery  is  tolerable  in  his  eyes,  and  he  can  dance  in  his 
chains — happy  in  tho  absence  of  the  -whip — it  is  all  the 
more  &  sin,  in  the  cultivated  and  the  strong,  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  (!)  to  tyrannise  oyer  tin  feeble  and  defenceless.  Men 
at  tho  South  with  the  Bible  la  one  band — with  tho  Declar¬ 
ation  of  Independence  in  the  other  hand — with  tho  words 
of  J  cans,  “  Love  your  neighbour  a  a  yourself/*  pealing  upon, 
them  from  hsi  quarters,  attempt  to  justify  slavery ;  not  to  . 
excuse,  to  ukmte,  or  conceal  tho  thing,  but  to  vindicate  and 
defend  it.  Tins  attempt,  whoa  made  by  reflecting  men  in 
their  cool  momenta,  discovers  a  greater  degree  of  blackness 
of  heart  than  the  kidnapping  of  men  itself.  It  is  premedi¬ 
tated  wickedness  grovm  conscious  of  itself.  The  plain  truth 
of;  tho  matter  is  this : — -Hen  who  wish  for  wealth  and  luxury, 
but  hath  the  toil  and  sweat,  wkieh  are  their  natural  price, 
brought  the  African  to  America;  ..they  make  his  chains; 
they  livo  by  his  tears;  they  dance  to  tho  piping  of  his 
groans ;  they  fatten  on  his  sweat  and  arc  pampered  by  his 
blood.  If  these  men  spoke  as  plainly  as  they  must  needs 
think,  they  would  say  openly;  “  our  sin  captured  these 
memon  tee  African  sands ;  our  sin  fettered  them  in  sduvory; 
and,  please  God,  our  sin  shall  keep  them  in  slavery  till  the 
world  ends.'”  This  has  boon  thought  long  enough,,  it  is 
high  time  ifc  was  said  also,  that  we  may  know  what  wo  are 
about  and  whore  wo  stand. 

Mon  at  the  North  sometimes  attempt  to  gloss  the  mate 
ter  over,  and  hush  it  up  bv  saying  the  least  possible  on 
tho  subject.  They  tell  ns  that  some  masters  are  “excellent 
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Christians/'  No  doubt  it  is  so,  estimating  those  masters 
by  the  common  ran  of  Christians, — yon  find  such  on  the 
deck  of  pirate  ships ;  in  the  dens  of  robbers.  But.  suppose 
some  slaveholders  are  as  good  Christians  as  Fenalon  or 
St  Iteter ;  still  a  sin  is  sin,  though  a.  Christian  commit  it. 
Out  fathers  did  not  flunk  u  taxation  without  represents- 
tion  ”  any  the  loss  an  evil  because  imposed  by  u  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,”  a  King  of  Christians. 

Then,  too,  it  is  said,  'l  the  slaves  oro  Tory  happy,  and  it 
u  a  groat  pity  to  disturb  them,”  that  u  tho  whole  mass  arc 
better  fed  and  clothed,  and  are  troubled  with  fewer  cares, 
than  working  men  at  the  North,”  Suppose. this  true  ako, 
what  then  ?  Bo  you.  estimate  your  welfare  in  pounds  of 
beef ;  in  yards  of  cloth ;  in  exemption  from  tho  cares  of 
a  man  !  If  so  all  appeal  to  you  is  vain,  year  own  soul  has 
become  servile.  Tho  Saviour  of  tho  world  was  worse  fed 
and  clothed,  no  doubt,  than  many  a  Georgian  slave,  and 
had  not-  where  to  lay  his  head,  wearied  with  man}''  cares  ; 
but  has  your  Christianity  taught  you  that  wus  on  evil,  and 
the  slave's  hutch  at  night,  and  pottage  by  day,  and  ex¬ 
emption  from  a  lean's  cares  by  night  and  day,  are  a  good, 
a  good  to  bo  weighed  against  freedom !  Then  are  you 
unworthy  the  soil  you  stand  on ;  you  contaminate  tho  air 
of  New  England,  which  free  mm.  died  to  transmit  to  their 
children  free ! 

Still  further  it  is  said,  "  the  sufferings  of  slaves  are  often 
oxaggomted.”  This  may  be  true.  No  doubt  there  have 
been  exaggerations  of  particular  cases.  Every  slave-owner 
is  not  a  demon,  not  a  base  man*  No  doubt  there  are  what 
are  called  good  Christians,  men  that  would  bo  oremments 
to  a  Christian  church,  among  slaveholders.  But  though 
there  lift vo  boon  exaggerations  in  -details,  yet  tho  awful 
sum  of  misery,  unspeakable  wretched, ness,  which  , hangs 
over  two  millions  of  slaves  is  shell, that  aye  hath  not  aeon 
it nor  ear  heard  it  ;  nor  heart  conceived  of  it*  It  were  m 
if  all  their  masters  wore  Christians  in  character,  m  action, 
still  retaining  slaves.  How  much  deeper  and  wilder  mart 
swell  that  wide  weltering  sea  of  human  agony,  when  tho 
masters  are  what  wo  know  so  many  are,  hard-hearted  and 
rapacious,  insolent  and  brute’  1 

This  attempt  to  globs  the  matter  over  and  veil  tho  fact, 
comes  from  two  classes  of  men. 


0 


6KRH0S  OP  BLA.VKBY. 


1.  Some  make  tho  attempt  from  a  real  design  to  pro¬ 
mote  p*aeo.  They  see  no  way  to  abate  this  mischief ;  they 

'  eoo  “  fclie  folly  tmd  extravagance  n  of  such  as  propose  u  din- 
gerbus  -measures/-’  and  therefore  they  would  have  ns  say 
nothing  about  it.  The  writhing  patient  is  very  sick ;  the 
leech  more  venturesome  than  skilful ;  and  the  friends,  fear¬ 
ful  to  fry  tho  remedy,  unwiBing  to  summon  wiser  advice, 
declare  the  sick  mao  is  well  as  ever  if  you  will  only  lot  him 
alone  I  These  mai  mourn  that  any  ono  should  hold  an¬ 
other  in  bondage ;  t-hoy  think  our  fathers  wore  illustrious 
heroes,  for  fighting  dreadful  wars  with  the  parent  country 
rather  than  pay  **  little  tax  against  their  will,  but  that  this 
evil  of  slavery  can  never  bo  heated  *  therefore,  in  the  bene¬ 
volence  of  their  heart,  they  refuse  te  believe  all  tho  stories 
c1.1  suffering  that  reach  their  earn  Tho  imagination  of  a 
Hnd  man  recoils  at  the  thought  of  so  much  wretchedness ; 
still  more,  if  convinced,  that  it  cannot  bo  abated.  Now 
these  mm  are  governed  by  the  best  of  motives,  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  their  opinions  are  just  as  their  motives 
are  good. 

2.  But  there  are  others,  who  are  willing  to  conntemmco 
the  sin  and  continue  it,  well  knowing  that  it  is  a  sin.  They 
would  not  have  it  abated.  They  tell  you  of  tho  stupidity 
of- the  African ;  that  he  is  made  for  nothing  but  a  slave ; 
is  allied  to  the  baboon  and  the  ape,  and  is  as  much  in.  his 
place  when  fettered,  ignorant  and  savage,  in  a  rice  field, 
to  toil  under  a  taskmasters  whip,  a*  a  How  Englander, 
free  and  educated,  is  m  hk  place,  when  felling  forests, 
planning  railroads,  or  u  conducting,'‘  a  ste&nvongme.  Hard 
treatment  and  poor  faro,  say  they,  ore  the  black  numb: 
due.  Besides,  they  add,  there  is  a  natural  antipathy  be¬ 
tween  the  black  race  and  tho  white,  which  only  tho  love  of 
money,  or  the  tore  of  power,  on  tho  part  of  the  white  is 
capable  of  overcoming ;  that  tho  blacks  are  an  inferior 
race,  and  therefore  the  white  Saxons  are  justified  in  mak¬ 
ing  them  slaves.  They  think  tho  strong  have  a  right  to 
the  services  of  the  weak,  forgetting  that  the  rule  of  reason, 
tho  rote  of  Christianity,  is  just  the  other  way  t  ”  We  that 
am  strong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,.”  They 
would  have  us  follow  the  old  mte,  u  that  they  should  get 
who  have  the  power,  and  they,  should  keep  who  can  "  Of 
this  class  nothing  farther  need  be  said  save  this :  that  they 


flxmcoK  01  siaveuy. 


are  very  ninnerous,  and  quote  tho  New  Teatemonfc  in  sap- 
port  of  slavery  ,,  thus  contriving  to  pass  for  Christians,  and 
have  made  such  a  stir  in.  the  land  that  it  is  scarce  safe  to 
open  one's  mouth  and  strip  tho  veil  from  off  this  sin. 

If  some  ono  should  come  and  tell  us  that  &  new  race  of 
men  had  been  discovered  living  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
who  had  a  government  which  decided  that  all  men  were 
“born  free/'  and  a  religion  which  laid  down  these  ex¬ 
cellent  maxims :  that  ail  men  were  brothers ;  that  God 
was  no  respecter  of  persons ;  and  that  man's  chief  earthly 
duty  was  to  love  and  serve  hie  follow-mortals,  keeping  tho 
law  God  Himself  had  made  for  man ;  wo  should  say,  what 
an  admirable  government !  what  a  beautiful  religion  S 
what  a  free,  religions,  and  blessed  people  they  must  be ! 
“Happy  is  the  people  that  in  id  such  a  esse.  Yea.  happy 
is  that  people  whoso  God  is  "tho  Cord,"  But  if  «a  were 
told  that  a  part  of  that  nation  had  soiimd'oettein  men 
weaker  than,  themsesvooy  whom  their  government  had  de¬ 
clared  “free,"  whom  their  religion  edied  “  brothers "  to 
the  host  of  men;  that  they  held  these  men  ii.i  bond.ago, 
making  them  do  all  thslr  toagters*  work,  and  receive  no 
recompense,  but  a  wrotehed,  life  which  they  were  to  trans¬ 
mit  to  their  children;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  tho  other 
pari  of  the  nation  looked  on,  and  said  nothing  against  this 
shameful  wrong ;  they  encouraged  the  crime  anti  lent  their 
wisdom,  their  wealth,  and  their  valour  to  support  and  per- 
pekmte  this  infamous  ■■institution;  what  should  wo  any  ? 
Certainly  that  these  men  were  liars!  Liars  before  their 
government  !  Xfbrs  before  their  God  i  Such  is  tho  feet. 
This  people  doon  not  live  at  the  bottom  of  tho  sea,  but  on 
the  linn  land,  mid  boaste  tho  name  of  Republic,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Commonwealth !  ^ 

'  The  opinion  of  good  and  religious  men  hero  amongst  us 
seems  to  he,  that  .slavery  is  a'grmt  sin  and  ou^ht  to  bo 
abolished  as  soon  es  possible  j  that  tho  telant  and ‘piety  of 
the  nation  tmnofcbo  better  employed  than  in  devising  the 
speediest  and  most  dfeetifel  way  of  extermimdmg  the  evil. 
Such  of  them  as  «euwy  to  abolish  tho  wrong  cry  aloud 
and  publish,  the  tidings ;  others  who  see  no  way  state  that 
fact  also,  not  felling  to  express  their  dread  of  all  violent 
measures.  .Such  is  the  conviction  of  good  and  religious 
men  at  tho  North.  But  there  is  another  opinion  h  little 
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different,  which  is  held  by  a  different  class  of  men  at,  the 
North  j^rfchejr-  think  that  slavery  is.  a  great  sin,  and  ought 
to  bo  kept,  up  so  long  as  men  cun  mmo  money  by  it.  But 
if  the  suppression  o£  slavery  could  bo” effected — not  es  cuu* 
fathers  wok  their'  freedom,  by  blood  and  war- -so  gently 
ar  not  to  nsfile  a  sleeping  baby's  eyelid,- yot  if  h  diminish¬ 
ed  the  crop,  of  rice,  or  cotton,  or  tobacco,  or  corn,  a  single 
quintain  year,. it  would  b&a  great  mistake  to  free,  culti¬ 
vate,  Ghnstbidzo,  and  bless  these  millions  of  men.  I  Ho 
one,  I  tike  it,  will  doubt  this  is  a  quite  common  opinion 
hero  in.  New  Bug-laud.  The  cause  of  this  opinion  will 
presently  bo  touched  upon.  ^  To  show  what  baseness  was 
implied  In  holding  such  opinions,  would  bo  simply  a  waste 
of  time. 

We  all  know  there  is  at  the  North  a  small  body  of  men, 
called  by  various  names,  and  treated  with  various  marks 
of  disrespect,  who  are  jealously  striving  to  procure  the 
liberation  of  slaves,  in  a  peaceable  and  quiet  way.  They 
are  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  for  this  end.  They  start 
from  the  .maxim,  that  slavery  is  sin,  and  that  sin  is  to  bo 
abandoned  at  once,  and  for  ever,  como  what  will  cm.no  of 
it.  These1  men,  it  is  said,  are  sometimes  extravagant  in 
their  speech ;  they  do  not  treat  the  te  patriarchal  institu¬ 
tion  ”  vrith  becoming  mmrmmej  they  call  slave-holders 
hard:  names,  and  appeal  to  all  who  have  a  heart  in  their 
bosoms,  and  to  some  who  find  none  there,  to  join  them  and 
and  the  patriarchal  institution  by  wise  and  Christian  m»- 
s arcs.  Wh&v  wonder  is  it  that  these  men  somefcimesgrow 
warm  in  th.rir  arguments  1  What  wonder  that  their  heart 
burns  when  they  think  of  so  many  women  exposed  to  con- 
tamination  and  nameless  abuse ;  of  no  many  eldldren  rear¬ 
ed,  like  beasts,  and  sold  as  oxen ;  of  so  many  men  owning  no 
nroporiy  in  tlieir  hands,  or  their  feet,  their  .hearts,  or  their 
lives  !  T?hs '.wonder  ;:is  all.  the  other  side,  that  they  do  not 

f©  so  further  extremities,  sinful  os.it  might  belaud  like  St 
eku  in  his  youth,  pray  for  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven 
and  bum  up  tho  mnnors,  or  like.  Paul,  when  he  had  not 
the  excuse  of  youthful  blood,  ask  God*to  curse  them.  Tot 
they,  do  none  of  these  thing® ;  never  think  of  on  appeal  to 
the  strong  arm,  but  the  Christian -heart  When  a  man  in 
this  land  of  ours  begins  to  feel  this  desperate  iniquity  and 
sees  the  deadness  of  those  around  him ;;  the  silly  game 
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played  over  his  head  by  political  parties  and  political 
leaders ;  tho  game  yot  sillier  played  by  theological  parties 
and  theological  leaders,  while  the  land  lies  overgrown  with 
<f  trespasses  and  sins/' — ho  may  be  pardoned  if  ho  shrieks 
over  human  sufferings  and  human  enme  *  if  ho  cries  out  and 
spares  not,  but  wishes  ho  had  a  mouth  in  his  hands,  and  a 
mouth  in  his  feet,  and  was  speech  all  over,  that  ho  might 
protest  in  every  limb  against  this  abomination  which  maketh 
the  heart  desolate.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  men  are 
sometimes  extravagant  l  There  need  be  wonder  at  that 
fact.  Tho  best  of  men  have  their  infirmities,  but  if  this  ex¬ 
travagance  bo  one  of  them.,  what  shall  wo  cull  the  deaduess 
of  so  many  more  amongst  us  ?  An  infirmity  X,  What  ahull  wo 
say  of  tho  sin  itself  ?  An  infirmity  also  ?  Honest  souls  en¬ 
gaged  in  a,  good  work,  fired  with  a  great  idea,  sometimes 
forget  tho  settled  decorum  of  speech,  commonly  observed  in 
forum  and  pulpit,  and  call  sin  sn*.  If  the  Kow  Testa¬ 
ment  tell  truth,  Paul  did  so,  and  it  was  thought  ho  would 
te  turn  tho  world  upside  down,"  while  ho  was  only  striving 
to  sot  it  right.  ,  John  the  Baptist  and  Joans  of  N&aarotu 
did  tho  same  thing,  and  though  one  left  his  head  in  a 
chargor,  and  the  other  his  body  cu  a  cross,  yet  the  world 
thinks  at  tins  day  thoy  did  God’s  great  work  with  their 
sincerity  of  speech. 

Tho  mem  who  move  tin  this  matter  encounter  opposition 
from  two  masses  of  men ;  from  the  moderate,  who  do  not 
boo  the  wisdom  of  their  measures,  and  who  fear  that  tho 
slave  if  sot  free  will  bo  worse  off  than  before,  or  who  think 
that  ,  the  welfare  of  tho  masters  is  not  sufficiently  cared  for. 
These  moderate  men  think. (<  wo  had  better  not  meddlo 
with  the  matter  at  present,"  but  by  and  by,  at  a  convenient 
season,  they  will  venture  to  look  into  it  How  these 
moderate  men  it  is  not  likely  would  over  think  of  doing 
tho  work  until  it  is  afi  done,  yet  deserve  the  gratitude  of 
tho  public,  of  tho  more  enthusiastic  Abolitionists.  A 
balance  wheel  is  useful  to  a  machine  j  though  it  renders 
more  force  necessary  at  first  to  start  tho  machine,  it' gives 
it  stability  and  power  when  once  sot  a  moving.  In  certain 
stages  of  vegetation  a  chilly  day  is  a  most  auspicious  event. 

Then  too  they  encounter  opposition  from  tho  selfish,  who 
sue,  or  think  they  too,  that  tho  white  masters  will.loso 
so  mo  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars,  if  slavery  be  abol- 
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i?;hod  !  Who  lias  forgotten  tho  men  that  opposed  tho  in¬ 
troduction  of  Christianity  at  Ephesus,. — tho  craftsmen  that 
made  silver  shrines  for  Diana  ! 

1  know  some  men  say,  “  wo  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Slavery  is  tho  affair  of  tho  slave-owners  and  the  slaves,  not 
yours  and  mino-  Let  them  abate  it  when  they  will.”  A 
most  unchristian  saying  is  this.  Slavery  !  wo  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  it.  Tho  sugar  and  rice  wo  cat,  the  mot  ¬ 
ion  wo  wear,  E.ro  tho  work  of  tho  slave.  His  wrongs  are 
imported  to  r.s  in  these  things.  Wo  eat  his  flesh  and 
drink  his  blood.  1  need  not  speak  of  our  political  connec¬ 
tion  with  slavery.  You  all  know  what  that  is,  and  its 
effect,  on  ns  here.  But  socially,  individually,  wo  are 
brought  into  contact  with  it  every  day.  If  there  is  a 
crime  in  tho  land  known  to  us,  and  wo  do  not  protest 
against  it  to  the  extent  of  our  ability,  wo  are  partners  of 
that  crime.  It  ia  not  many  years  since  it  was  said,  tem¬ 
perate  men  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sin  of  drunkenness  ; 
though  they  paid  for  it  out  of  their  purse  !  When  they 
looked  they  found  they  had  much  to  do  with  it,  and  sought 
to  end  it.  I  have  no  doubt,  to  go  back  to  the  Hebrew 
mythical  tale,  that  when  God  called  Cain,  “Where  is  Abel  ?  ” 
he  said,  “  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that  is  Abel’s 
affair.  A  m  I  my  brother’s  keeper  ?  ”  If  the  Law  of 
Moses  made  it  the  duty  of  a  Hebrew  to  lift  up  tho  beast  of 
a  public  enemy  which  had  stumbled  in  tho  street,  how 
much  more  does  tho  Law  of  God  make  it  a  Christian’s 
duty  to  tell  hia  brother  of  his  sin,  and  help  him  out  of  it ; 
how  much  more  to  rescue  the  oppressed, — "  to  bind  up 
tho  broken-hearted ;  to  proclaim  liberty  to  trio  captives, 
tho  opening  of  tho  prison  to  them  that  are  bound  ? ” 

Such  then  is  slavery  at  tho  South ;  such  the  action  of 
men  at  the  North  to  attack  or  to  defend  it.  But  look  a 
moment  at  the  cause  of  this  sin,  and  of  its  defence.  It 
comes  from  the  dori.ro  to  get  gain.  comfort,  or  luxury ;  to 
have  power  over  matter,  without  working  or  paying  tho 
honest  price  of  that  gain,  comfort,  luxury,  and  power  ;  it 
is  tho  spirit  which  would  knowingly  and  of  sot  purpose 
injure  another  for  tho  sake  of  gaining  some  benefit  to 
yourself.  Such  a  spirit  would  hold  slaves  everywhere,  if  it 
wore  possible.  Now  when  the  question  is  put  to  any  fair 
man, — Is  not  this  spirit  active  at  the  North  as  wed  as  the 
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South  ?  thcro  is  but  ono  answer.  The  tnr.n  who  would 
usa  bis  fellow-man  as  a  tool  merely,  and  injure  him  by 
that  use  ;  who  would  forco  another  in  any  way  to  bend  to 
bin  caprice;  who  would  toko  advantage  of  his  ignorance, 
his  credulity,  his  superstition,  or  his  poverty,  to  enrich  find 
comfort  himself;  in  a  word,  who  would  use  his  neighbour 
to  his  neighbour’s  hurt, — that  man  has  the  spirit  of  slave- 
holding,  and  were  circumstances  but  different,  ho  would 
chain  his  brethren  with  iron,  bonds.  If  you,  for  your  own 
sake,  would  unjustly  put  any  man  in  a  position  which  de¬ 
grades  him  in  your  eyes,  in  his  own  eyes,  in  tho  eyes  of 
his  fellow- men,  you  havo  tho  spirit  of  tho.  slave-holder. 
There  is  much  of  this  spirit  with  us  still.  This  is  the 
reason  that  slavery  finds  so  many  supporter's  amongst  us  : 
that  wo  deliver  up  the  fugitives,  and  fr  bewray  him  that 
wundereth/'’  sheltering  ourselves  under  the  plea,  that  wo 
keep  tho  law  of  tho  land,  written  by  man  on  parchment, 
half  a  century  ago,  while  wu  violate  the  law  of  nature, 
written  everlastingly  by  God  on  the  walls  of  tho  world. 
It  was  through  this  spirit, — so  genial  to  our  Anglo- 
Saxon  blood, —  that  our  fathers  slew  tho  Indians,  who 
would  not  work,  and  tho  Southern  planter  enslaves  tho 
African,  who  will  work.  Both  acted  from  tho  same  mo¬ 
tives,  at  North  and  South ;  killing  or  enslaving.  That 
spirit  is  still  with  na,  and  shows  itself  in  many  shapes  that 
need  not  bo  touched  on  now,  It  is  not  owing  ho  much 
to  our  superior  goodness,  perhaps,  as  to  a  fortunate  acci¬ 
dent,  that  wo  have  no  slaves  hero  at  this  day.  Thoy  arc 
not  profitable.  The  shrewd  men  of  our  land  discerned  tho 
fact  long  ago,  and  settled  tho  question.  Doubtless  we 
have  still  social  institutions  which  eyes  more  Christian  than 
ours  shall  ono  day  look  upon  as  evils,  only  less  than  that 
of  slavery  itself,  Bui  it  is  gradually  that  wo  gain  light ; 
ho  that  converts  it  to  life  as  fust  as  it  comes,  does  well. 

II.  Lot  a  word  ho  said  on  tho  other  kind  of  slavery  ; 
that  which  comes  from  a  cause  internal  to  ourselves.  Thin 
is  common  at  tho  North,  and  South,  and  K&at,  and  West.  In 
this  eaao  tho  man  is  prevented  from  doing  what  is  beat  for 
him,  not  by  some  other  man  who  has  bound  him,  but  by 
some  passion  or  prejudice,  sup  rstition  or  sin.  Here  tho 
mischief  ia  in  his  own  heart.  If  you  look  around  you,  you 
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find  many  that  bear  the  mark  of  the  boast;  branded  on  tho 
forehead  and  the  right  hand ;  branded  as  slaves.  c<  Iio 
that  committeth  ain  is  tho  slave  of  sin.-”  Tho  avaricious 
man  is  a  slave.  He  canuot  think  a  thought  but  as  his 
muster  bids.  He  cannot  sco  a  truth  if  a  dollar  intervene. 
He  canuot  relievo  tho  poor,  nor  sympathize  with  the  dis¬ 
tressed,  nor  yield  to  tho  humano  impulse  of  his  natural 
heart.  If  ho  sees  in  tho  newspaper  a  sentence  on  tho 
wastefulness  or  tho  idleness  of  the  poor,  ho  remembers  it 
for  ever;  but  a  word  in  the  Bible  to  encourage  charity, — 
lie  never  finds  that. 

The  passionate  man  is  a  slave;  ho  lies  at  tho  mercy  of 
tho  accidents  of  a  day.  If  his  affairs  go  well  ho  in  calm 
and  peaceful ;  but  if  somo  little  mistake  ariso  ho  is  filled 
with  confusion,  and  tho  demon  that  rules  him  draws  tho 
chain.  This  master  has  many  a  slave  under  his  yoke.  Ho 
is  more  cruel  than  any  planter  in  Cuba  or  Trinidad.  Ho 
not  only  separates  friend  from  friend,  parent  from  child, 
and  husband  from  wife,  but  what  is  worse  yet,  prevents 
their  loving  one  another  while  they  are  together.  This 
makes  man  a  tyrant,  not  a  husband  ;  woman  a  fiend,  hot 
an  angel,  as  God  made  her  to  be.  This  renders  mar¬ 
riage  a  necessary  evil,  and  housekeeping  a  perpetual  curse, 
for  it  takes  tho  little  trifles  which  happen  everywhere, 
except  between  angels,  and  makes  them  very  great  mat¬ 
ters  ;  it  converts  mistakes  into  faults,  accidents  into  vices, 
errors  into  crimes ;  and  so  rends  asunder  tho  peace  of 
families,  and  in  a  singlo  twelvemonth  disturbs  more  mar¬ 
riages  than  all  tho  slave-holders  of  Carolina  in  a  century. 

So  tho  peevish  man  is  a  slave.  His  ill  humour  watches 
him  liko  a  demon.  OfUiraes  it  casteth  him  into  tho  fire, 
and  often  into  tho  water.  In  tho  morning  ho  complains 
that  his  caprico  is  not  complied  with ;  in  tho  evening  that 
it-  is.  Ho  is  never  peaceful  except  when  angry ;  never 
quiet  but  in  n  storm.  Ho  is  free  to  do  nothing  good ;  so 
he  acts  badly,  thinks  badly,  feels  badly, — three  attributes 
of  a  devil.  A  yoko  of  iron  and  fetters  of  brass  were  griev¬ 
ous  to  bear,  no  doubt;  tho  whip  of  a  task-master  makes 
wounds  in  tho  flesh;  but  God  save  us  from  tho  tyranny 
of  tho  peevish,  both  what  they  inflict  and  what  they  suffer. 

The  intemperate  man  also  is  a  slavo ;  one  most  totally 
subjugated.  His  vico  exposes  him  to  tho  contempt  and 
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insult  of  base  men,  as  well  as  to  tbo  pity  of  the  good.  Not 
only  this,  but  his  master  strips  him  of  his  understanding ; 
takes  away  his  common  sense,  conscience,  hia  reason,  reli¬ 
gion, — qualities  that  make  a  man  differ  from  a  beast;  on 
his  garments,  his  face,  hia  wife  and  child,  is  written  in 
great  staring  letters,  so  that  ho  may  read  that  runs  — 
This  man  also  lias  sold  his  birthright  and  become  a  shve. 
Tho  jealous  planter  forbids  his  slave  to  learn  ;  but  he  can¬ 
not  tako  from  him  tho  understanding  ho  has  got.  This 
refinement  of  torture  it  was  left  for  intemperance  to 
exercise,  levelling  at  onco  the  distinctions  between  rude 
and  polished. 

Bodily  slavery  is  one  of  the  greatest  wrongs  that  man 
can  inflict  on  mar. ;  an  evil  not  to  bo  measured  by  tho  ex¬ 
ternal  and  visiblo  woo  which  it  entails  on  tho  victim,  but 
by  the  deep  internal  ruin  which  it  is  its  direct  tendency  to 
produce.  If  I  had  the  tongue  of  tho  Archangel  I  could 
not  give  utterance  to  the  awfulness  of  this  evil.  There  is 
no  danger  that  this  bo  exaggerated, — no  more  than  that 
the  sun  in  a  picturo  bo  .painted  too  bright.  A  wise  man 
would  do  anything  within  tho  compass  of  righteousness, 
or  suffer  a  hundred  deaths,  if  that  were  possible,  rather 
than  yield  himself  a  slave,  to  be  tho  tool  and  chattel  of  a 
master,  who  views  him  as  a  dog.  A  religious  man  will  do 
all  within  tho  compass  of  religion  to  rescue  others  from  a 
fate  so  hard.  What  wo  can  do  for  this,  then,  let  us  do 
with  faith  in  Him  who  brings  good  out  of  evil.  You  and  I 
cannot  move  multitudes  of  men,  hut  we  can  each  move 
one,  and  bo  contribute  our  mite  to  removo  the  outward 
obstacles  that  oppose  the  freedom  of  man. 

I  know  men  say  that  you  and  I  ought  not  to  move  in 
this  matter;  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
urgo  in  argument  that  tho  Constitution  of  tho  United  States 
is  tho  supremo  law  of  tho  land,  nndj  that  sanctions 
slavery.  But  it  is  the  supremo  law  made  by  tho  voters, 
like  the  statutes  denouncing  capital  punishment.  What 
voters  liavo  made  can  voters  unmake.  Thor©  is  no  su¬ 
premo  law  but  that  made  by  God;  if  our  laws  contradict 
that,  tho  sooner  they  end  or  tho  sooner  they  aro  broken, 
why,  tho  better.  It  seems  to  be  thought  a  very  great 
thing  to  run  counter  to  a  law  of  man,  written  on  parch¬ 
ment;  a  very  little  thing  to  run  counter  to  tho  law  of  A1- 
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Blighty  God,  Judge  of  tho  quick  and  tho  dead.  Has  lie  sanc¬ 
tioned  slavery  T  “  Oh  yes/’  say  some,  and  cite  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  New  Testament  in  proof  thereof.  It  has  been  said, 
“  Tho  devil  can  quote  Scripture  for  his  purpose.”  Wo  need 
not  settle  that  question  now,  but  it  is  certain  that  men  can 
quote  it  to  support  despotism  when  that  is  the  order  of  tho 
day, — or  freedom  when  that  is  tho  “law  of  tho  land;” 
certain  that  men  defend  drunkenness  and  war,  or  sobriety 
and  peace,  out  of  its  pages.  A  man  finds  what  ho  looks  for. 
Now  some  tell  us  that  Paul  said,  “Let  every  soul  be  sub¬ 
ject  unto  tho  higher  powers,”  meaning  the  “law  of  tho 
land,” — “for  the  powers  that  bo  are  ordained  of  God.” 
Did  Paul  do  so  ?  Not  at  all  j  ho  resisted  the  very  religion 
established  by  the  powers  that  were.  But  it  will  be  said, 
ho  did  not  war  directly  with  slavery,  yofc  lived  in  tho  midst 
of  slave-holders.  Paul  had  work  enough  to  do,  no  doubt, 
without  that  of  abolishing  slavery  ;  perhaps  ho  had  not  his 
eyes  opon  to  this  great  am, — not  seeing  it  as  a  sin.  This 
is  certain,  that  he  thought  the  world  was  to  end  in  his  own 
lifetime,  and  therefore  if  ho  did  see  the  wickedness  of  tho 
“  institution,”  he  may  liavo  thought  it  not  worth  wbilo  to 
attempt  to  remove  what  would  so  soon  perish,  at  tho 
“  coming  of  the  Lord.”  But  it  is  said  still  further,  Jesus 
himself  did  not  forbid  slavery  in  set  speech.  Did  ho  for¬ 
bid  by  name  any  one  of  a  hundred  other  vices  that  might 
bo  mentioned  ?  Ho  did  not  forbid  tho  excessive  use  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors  in  that  way.  Nay,  we  aro  told  in  tho 
fourth  Gospel  that  ho  made  three  or  four  barrels  of  wine — 
of  superior  quality  too-— for  a  singlo  wedding  in  a  litfclo 
country  town,  in  Cana  of  Galileo  !  Does  his  silence  or  his 
alleged  action  afford  any  excuao  for  that  sin  also  ?  It  is  a 
very  sad  state  of  mind  in  which  a  man  can  forget  all  tho 
principles  which  Jesus  laid  down,  all  tho  spirit  of  his  doc¬ 
trine  and  his  Ufo,  and  then  quibblo  about  this, — that  ho 
did  not  forbid  slavery  in  words  l  Mon  that  cite  him  in 
defence  of  slaver}’  seem  to  forget  tho  “  Sermon  on  tho 
Mount  j  ”  yes,  all  of  his  teachings,  and  would  do  well  to 
read  for  their  special  edification,  what  is  said  to  their  pro¬ 
totypes  in  tho  twenty-third  chapter  of  Matthew,  and  else¬ 
where. 

Bodily  slavery,  though  established  by  tho  powers  that 
be,  is  completely  in  the  hands  of  tho  voters,  for  they  aro 
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the  powers  that  be,  is  no  more  sanctioned  by  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  than  stealing  or  murder.  No  enactment 
of  man  can  make  that  right  which  was  wrong  before.  It 
can  never  bo  abstractly  right,  in  any  circumstances  to  do 
what  is  abstractly  wrong. 

But  that  other  slaver)-,  which  comes  from  yourself,  that 
is  wholly  within  your  power.  And  which,  think  you,  13 
the  worse,  to  be  unwillingly  the  slavo  of  a  man  and  chain¬ 
ed  and  whipped,  or  to  bo  the  voluntary  slave  of  avarice, 
passion,  peevishness,  intemperance !  It  is  bettor  that 
your  body  be  forcibly  constrained,  bought  and  sold,  than 
that  your  soul,  yourself,  be  hold  in  thraldom.  The  spirit 
of  a  slavo  may  bo  pure  as  an  an  gobs ;  sometimes  as  lofty 
and  as  blessed  too.  Tho  comforts  of  religion,  when  tho 
heart  once  welcomes  thorn,  are  as  beautiful  in  a  slave’s 
cabin  as  in  a  king’s  court.  When  death  shakes  off  tho 
slavo’s  body,  tho  chain  falls  with  it,  and  tho  man,  disen¬ 
thralled  at  last,  goes  whoro  tho  wicked  cease  from  trou¬ 
bling,  where  the  weary  aro  at  rest,  where  tho  slave  is  free 
from  hia  master ;  yes,  where  faithful  use  of  tho  smallest 
talent  and  humblest  opportunity  has  its  reward,  and-  un¬ 
merited  suffering  finds  its  amplo  recompense.  But  the 
voluntary  slavery  under  sin — it  has  no  bright  rido.  None 
in  life  ;  in  death  no  more.  You  may  flee  from  a  task¬ 
master,  not  from  yourself. 

Body-slavery  is  so  bad  that  tho  sun  might  bo  pardoned, 
if  it  turned  back,  refusing  to  shino  on  such  a  sin ;  on 
a  land  contaminated  with  its  stain.  But  soul-slavery-, 
wlmt  shall  wo  say  of  that  ?  Our  fathers  bought  political 
freedom  at  a  great  price ;  they  sailed  the  sea  in  storms ; 
they  dwelt  hero  aliens  on  a  hostile  soil,  tho  world’s  outcasts ; 
in  cold  and  hunger,  in  toil  and  want  they  dwelt  horo ; 
they  fought  desperate  wars  in  freedom’s  namo  !  Yet  they 
bought  it  cheap.  You  and  I  were  base  men,  if  we  would 
not  give  much  more  than  they  paid,  sooner  than  lose  tho 
inheritance. 

But  freedom  for  tho  soul  to  act  right,  think  right,  fool 
right,  you  cannot  inherit;  that  you  must  win  for  yourself. 
Yet  it  is  offered  you  at  no  great  price.  You  may  take  it 
who  will.  It  is  tho  birthright  0/  you  and  mo  and  each  of 
us  f  if  wo  keep  its  conditions  it  is  ours.  Yet  it  is  only  to 
bo  had  by  tho  religious  man— the  man  truo  to  tho  nature 
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God  gave  him.  Without  Hin  Spirit  in  your  heart  you  have 
no  freedom.  Hcsisfc  His  law,  revealed  in  nature,  in  the 
later  scripture  of  the  Bible,  in  your  own.  soul ;  resist  it  by 
sin,  you  are  a  slave,  you  must-  bo  a  slave.  Obey  that  law, 
you  are  Christ/ ft  freeman ;  nature  and  God  are  on  your 
side.  Hove  strange  it  would  bo  that  ono  man  should  bo 
found  on  all  the  hill*-  of  New  England,  of  soul  so  base, 
of  spirit  so  dastardly,  that  of  his  own  consent  took  on  him 
the  yoke  of  slavery  ;  went  into  the  service  of  sin  ;  toiled 
with  that  leprous  host,  hi  hopeless  unrecompensed  miser}', 
without  God,  without  heaven,  without  hope.  .Strange, 
indeed,  that  in  this  little  village  there  should  be  men  who 
care  not  for  the  soul’s  freedom,  but  consent  to  live,  no,  to 
die  daily,  in  tho  service  of  sin. 


A  LETTER 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OV  THE  EXITED  STATES 

TOVCHIKQ 

THE  MATTER  OF  SLAVERY.* 


F  E  L  LO  W  *  C  IT  1 7,  K  X  8  OF  TUB  IJ  KITED  STATES  : 

It  may  seem  strange  and  presumptuous  that  an  obscure 
man,  known  even  by  name  to  but  very  few  in  the  land, 
should  write  you  a  public  .letter  on  a  theme  so  important- 
\s  this  of  slaver}'.  You  may  call  it  foolish  and  rush.  Say 
that  if  you  will ;  perhaps  you  are  right.  I  have  no  name, 
no  office,  no  rank  amongst  men,  which  entitle  my  thoughts 
to  your  consideration.  I  am  but  one  of  the  undistinguish¬ 
ed  millions,  who  live  unnoticed,  and  die  remembered  only 
by  their  family  and  friends ;  humble  and  obscure.  If  any 
of  the  famous  men  accustomed  to  sway  the  opinions  of  the 
political  parties  and  the  theological  sects,  had  suitably 
treated  this  matter,  showing  you  tho  facta  and  giving 
manly  counsel,  I  should  not  havo  presumed  to  open  my 
mouth.  It  is  their  silence  which  prompts  mo  to  speak.  I 
am  no  aspirant  for  oiTvo  or  for  fame  ;  have  nothing  to  gain 
by  your  favour;  fear  nothing  from  your  frown.  In  writ¬ 
ing  this  letter  I  obey  no  idle  caprice,  but  spook  from 
a  sen  so  of  duty,  in  submission  to  tho  voice  of  conscience. 
I  love  my  country,  and  my  land ;  it  is  patriotism  and  hu¬ 
manity  which  bid  mo  speak.  I  ask  you  to  read  and  con¬ 
sider, 'not  to  read  without  your  prejudices,  but  with  them, 
with  them  all ;  then  to  consider,  to  decide,  to  act,  as  you 
may  or  must.  I  address  myself  to  no  party,  to  no  sect, 
*  Reprinted  frm  Uio  Beaten  edition  of  l5iS. 
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but  speak  to  you,  as  Americana  and  as  men,  addressing 
my-  thoughts  to  oil  tlie  citizens  of  the  Slave  States  and  the 
Free. 

I  run  to  speak  of  a  great  evil,  long  established,  wide 
spread,  deeply  rooted  in  the  laws,  the  usages,  arid  tho  ideas 
of  tho  people.  It  affects  directly  tho  welfare  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  ot  men,  one  sixt  h  part  of  tho  nation  :  they  are  slaves. 
It  affects  directly  half  the  States  :  they  arc  slave-holders. 
It  hm  a  powerful  influence  on  tho  other  half,  though  more 
subtle  and  unseen.  It  affects  tho  industry,  law's,  morals, 
and  entire  prosperity  of  tho  wholo  nation  to  a  degree  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  belief  of  men  not  familiar  with  its  history 
and  its  fads.  Tho  evil  increases  with  a  rapid  growth ; 
with  advancing  flood  it  gains  new  territory',  swells  with 
larger  volume  ;  its  deadly  spray  and  miasma  gradually 
invade  all  our  institutions.  The  wholo  nation  is  now 
legally  pledged  to  its  support ;  tho  public  legislation  for 
tho  last  sixty  years  has  made  slavery  a  federal  institution. 
Your  revenue  boats  and  your  navy  are  bound  to  support 
it ;  your  army  acts  for  its  defence.  You  have  fought 
wars,  spending  money  and  shedding  blood,  to  gain  new 
soil  wherein  to  plant  tho  tree  of  slavery.  You  have 
established  it  in  your  districts  and  your  territories.  You 
have  recently  annexed  to  your  realm  a  now  territory  as 
large  as  tho  kingdom  of  France,  and  extended  slavery 
over  that  soil  whence  a  semi-barbarous  people  had  expelled 
it  with  ignominy.  You  are  now  fighting  a  war  in  behalf 
of  slavery,  a  war  carried  on  at  great  cost  of  money  and  of 
men.  Tho  national  capital  is  a  great  slave  market;  in  her 
shambles  your  ^brothers  are  daily  offered  for  sale.  Your 
flag  floats  over  the  most  wicked  commerce  on  earth — tho 
traffic  in  men  and  women.  Citizens  of  tho  United  States 
breed  youths  and  maidens  for  sale  in  tho  market,  as  tho 
grazier  oxen  and  swine. 

The  Boy  of  Tunis  has  abolished  slavery  as  &  disgrace  o 
Africa  ami  the  Mahometan  religion.  Your  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  supports  this  institution,  and  binds  it 
upon  tho  free  States  ;  tho  South  fondly  clings  to  it  ;  the 
free  men  of  tho  North  bend  suppliant  necks  to  this  yoke. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  your  representatives  and  senators 
in  Congress  give  it  their  countenance  and  their  vote ; 
their  hand  and  their  heart.  Your  great  and  famous  men 
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are  pledged  to  this,  or  their  .nil once  practically  purchased. 
Seven  Presidents  of  your  Christian  Democracy  have  been 
holders  of  slaves;  three  only  free  from  that  taint.  Yon 
will  soon  bo  called  on  to  elect  another  slave-holder  to  sit 
in  the  presidential  chair,  and  rule  over  a  republic  con¬ 
taining  twenty  millions  of  men. 

In  till  the  Union  there  is  no  legal  asylum  for  the  fugitive 
slave  ;  no  soil  emancipates  his  hurrying  foot.  The  States 
which  allow  no  slavery  within  their  limits  legally  defend 
the  slave-holder  :  catch  and  retain  tho  man  fleeing  for  his 
manhood  and  his  life. 

I  cannot  call  upon  the  political  loaders  of  the  nation. 
You  know  what  they  look  for,  and  how  they  would  treat  a 
letter  exposing  a  national  evil,  and  talking  of  truth  and 
justice.  I  do  not  address  you  as  membors  of  the  political 
parties;  Hhov  have  their  great  or  petty  matters  to  deal 
with,  differing  in  regard  to  free  trade  or  protection,  but 
are  united  in  one  policy  as  it  respects  slavery.  Dema¬ 
gogues  of  both  parties  will  play  their  little  game,  and  on 
vour  shoulders  ride  into  fame,  an  \  ease,  and  wealth,  and 
power,  and  noise.  Tho  sects  also  have  their  special  work, 
and  need  not  be  addressed  on  the  subject  of  slavery — of 
human  wrong. 

I  speak  to  the  people,  not-  as  sectarians,  Protestant  or 
Catholic— not  as  Democrats  or  Whigs,  but  as  Americans 
and  as  men.  I  solemnly  believe  if  you  all  know  tho  facts 
of  American  slavery  and  its  effects,  as  I  know  them,  that 
yon  would  end  tho  evil  before  a  twelvemonth  had  passed 
by.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  love  justice  and  truth. 
I  write  to  you,  having  confidence  in  your  integrity  and 
lovo  of  men,  having  confidence  also  in  tho  democratic  ideas 
on  which  a  government  should  rest. 

In  what  I  write  you  will  doubtless  find  mistakes — errors 
of  fact  or  of  reasoning.  I  do  not.  ask  to  bo  screened  from 
censure  oven  for  what  no  diligence  could  wholly  escape, 
only  that  you  will  not  reject  nor  refuse  to  consider  the 
truth  of  fact  and  of  reasoning  which  is  presented  to  you. 
A  few  mistakes  in  figures  or  in  reasoning  will  not  affect 
the  general  argument  of  this  letter.  Head  with  what  pre¬ 
judice  you  may,  but  decide  end  act  according  to  reason 
and  conscience. 


I. 


STATISTICS  AND  HIiJTOET  OF  SLAV2P.Y. 

x  'Tim.  first  call  your  attention  to  the  statistic?)  and 
history  of  slavery.  In  1700  there  wore  hut  007,807  slaves 
in  the  Union;  in  1840,  2,487,055.  At  the  present  clay 
their  number  probably  ia  not  far  from  3,000,000.  In  1790, 
Air  Gerry  estimated  their  value  at.  $10,000,000  ;  in  1840 
Air  Clay  fixed  it  at  $1,200,000,000.  They  are  owned  by 
a  population  of  perhaps  about  300,000  persona,  and  repre¬ 
sented  by  about  100,000  voters. 

At  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  slavery 
existed  in  all  the  Stoics ;  it  gradually  receded  from  the 
North.  In  the  religious  colonies  of  Now  England  it  was 
always  unpopular  and  odious.  It  was  there  seen  and  fult 
to  bo  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  ideas  and  spirit  of  their 
institutions,  their  churches,  and  their  State  itself.  After 
the  revolution  therefore  it  ..peedilv  disappeared — hero 
perishing  by  default,  there  abolished  by  statute.  Thus  it 
successively  disappeared  from  Rhode  Island,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  New  Hampshire,  Now*  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Now 
Jersey.  By  tho  celebrated  Ordinance  of  1787,  involuntary 
servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  after  legal  conviction  of 
crime,  was  for  over  prohibited  in  the  North-West  Territory. 
Thus  the  new  Stales,  formed  in  tho  western  parallels,  were, 
by  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government,  at  once  cut  off 
from  that  institution.  Besides,  they  were  mainly  settled 
by  men  from  tho  eastern  States,  who  had  neither  lmbita 
nor  principles  which  favoured  slavery.  Thus  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  have  been  without, 
any  legal  slaves  from  the  beginning. 

In  tho  South  the  character  of  tho  people  was  different ; 
their  manners,  their  social  and  political  ideas,  were  unlike 
those  of  the  North.  Tho  Southern  States  were  mainly 
colonies  of  adventurers,  rather  than  establishmento  of  men 
who  for  conscience*  sake  fled  to  tho  wilderness.  Less 
pains  were  taken  with  tho  education — intellectual,  moral, 
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and  religions — of  the  people.  Religion  never  liold  so 
prominent-  a  place  in  tho  consciousness  of  the  mass  as  in 
tho  sternor  and  more  austere  colonies  of  tho  North.  In 
tho  Southern  States — Now  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  tho  Carolinas,  and  Georgia, — slavery  easily 
found  a  footing  at  an  early  day.  It  was  not  at  all  repul¬ 
sive  to  tho  ideas,  tho  institutions,  and  habits  of  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina.  Tho  other  Southern  States  protested 
against  it ; — they  novel*. 

Consequences  follow  causes  ;  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid  tho 
results  of  a  first  principle.  Tho  Northern  States,  in  all 
their  constitutions  and  social  structure,  consistently  and 
continually  tend  to  Democracy — tho  government  of  all, 
for  all,  and  by  all ; — to  equality  before  tho  State  and  its 
laws  ;  to  moral  and  political  ideas  of  universal  application. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Southern  Slates,  in  their  constitutions 
and  social  structure,  a  3  consistently  tend  to  Oligarchy — 
tho  government  over  r  11,  by  a  few,  and  for  tho  sake  of  that 
few  ; — to  privilege,  favouritism,  and  class  - 1  e  gisla  ti  o  n ;  to 
conventional  limitations ;  to  tho  mlo  of  force,  and  in- 
e quality  before  tho  law.  In  such  a  state  of  things  when 
.slavery  comes,  it  is  welcome.  In  1787,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  refused  to  accept  tho  Federal  Constitution  un¬ 
less  tho  right  of  importing  slaves  was  guaranteed  to  them 
for  twenty  years.  Tho  new  States  formed  in  tho  Southern 
parallels — Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi — re¬ 
taining  tho  ideas  and  habits  of  their  parents,  kept  also  the 
institution  of  slavery. 

At  tho  time  of  forming  the  Federal  Constitution  some 
of  the  Southern  statesmen  wore  hostile  to  slavery,  and 
would  gladly  have  got  rid  of  it.  Economical  considerations 
prevailed  in  part,  out  political  and  moral  objections  to  it 
extended  yet  more  widely.  Tho  Ordinance  of  1787,  the 
work  mainly  of  the  game  man  who  drafted  tho  Declaration 
of  Independence,  passed  with  little  opposition.  Tho  pro¬ 
viso  for  surrendering  fugitive  slaves  came  from  a  Northern 
hand.  Subsequently  opposition  to  slavery,  in  tho  North 
and  the  South,  became  less.  Tho  culture  of  cotton,  tho 
wars  in  Europe  creating  a  demand  for  tb»  productions  of 
American  agriculture,  had  rendered  slave  labour  rnoro 
valuable.  The  day  of  our  own  oppression  was  more  dis¬ 
tant  and  forgotten.  So  in  1802,  when  Congress  purchased 
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from  Georgia  the  western  part  of  her  territory,  it  was  easy 
for  the  South  to  extend  slavery  o,Tcr  that  virgin  soil.  In 

1803,  .Louisiana  was  purchased  from  France;  then,  or  in 

1804,  when  it-  was  organized  into  two  territories,  it  would 
have  been  easy  to  apply  the  Ordinance  of  1787,  and  pre¬ 
vent  slavery  from  extending  beyond  the  original  thirteen 
States.  But  though  some  provisions  restricting  slavery 
were  made,  the  ideas  of  that  Ordinance  wore  forgotten. 
Since  that  time  five  new  States  have  been  formed  out  of 
territory  acquirod  since  the  revolution, — Louisiana,  Mis¬ 
souri,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Texas, — all  slave  States  ;  tho  last 
two  with  constitutions  aiming  to  make  slavers  perpetual. 
Tho  last  of  these  was  added  to  the  Union  on  the  22nd  of 
December,  1845,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  after 
tho  day  when  tho  Forefathers  first  set  foot  on  Plymouth 
Rock  ;  whilo  the  sons  of  tho  Pilgrims  were  eating  and 
drinking  and  making  merry,  tho  deed  cf  Annexation 
was  completed,  and  slavery  extended  over  nearly  400,000 
square  miles  of  new  territory,  whence  tho  semi-barbarous 
Mexicans  had  driven  it  out. 

Slavory  might  easily  have  been  abolished  at  tho  time  of 
tho  Declaration  of  Independence.  Indeed  in  1744  tho 
Continental  Congress,  in  their  celebrated  "  non-importa¬ 
tion  Agreement,”  resolved  never  to  import  or  purchase 
any  slaves  after  the  last  of  December  in  that  year.  In 
1775,  they  declare  in  a  "Report”  that  it  is  not  possiblo 
"  for  men  who  exerciso  their  reason  to  believe  that  tho 
Divine  Author  of  vmr  existence  intended  a  part  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race  to  hold  an  absolute  property  in  and  unbounded 
power  over  others.”  Indeed  the  Declaration  itself  is  a 
denial  of  the  national  right  to  allow  tho  existence  of  slave¬ 
ry  :  “  Wo  hold  these  truths  to  bo  self-evident-,  that  all 
men  aro  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  among  these 
are  [the  right  to]  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi¬ 
ness  ; — that  to  atcuro  these  rights  governments  aro  insti¬ 
tuted  among  men  deriving  their  just  powers  from  tho  con¬ 
sent  of  tho  governed.” 

But  the  original  draft  of  this  paper  contained  a  condemn¬ 
ation  yet  more  explicit :  "Ho  [tho  king  of  England]  has 
waged  cruel  w& r  against  human  nature  itself  ;r  violating  its 
most  sacred  rights  of  life  and  liberty  in  the  persons  of  a 
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distant  people  who  never  olTeuded  him  ;  captivating  and 
carrying  them  into  slavery. .  . .  Determined  to  keep  open  a 
market  where  men  should  be  bought  and  sold,  he  has 
prostituted  his  negative  for  suppressing  every  legislative 
attempt  to  prohibit  or  restrain  this  execrable  commerce.” 
This  clause,  says  its  author  himself,  “was  struck  out  in 
compliance  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  had  never 
attempted  to  restrain  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  who, 
on  the  contrary,  still  wished  to  continue  it.  Our  northern 
brethren  also,  I  believe,  felt  a  little  tender  under  these 
censures ;  for  though  their  people  have  very  few  slaves 
themselves,  yet  they  had  been  pretty  considerable  carriers 
of  them  to  others.” 

Theso  wore  not  the  sentiments  of  a  single  enthusiastic 
young  Republican.  Dr  Rush,  In  the  Continental  Congress, 
wished  “the  colonies  to  discourage  slavery  and  encourage 
the  increase  of  tho  free  inhabitants.”  Another  member  of 
the  Amorican  Congress  declared,  in  1779,  “Men  aie  by 
nature  free ;  ”  “  the  right  to  be  freo  am  never  be  alien¬ 
ated.”  In  1770,  Dr  Hopkins,  tho  head  of  tho  Hew  Eng¬ 
land  divines,  declared  that  “  slavery  is,  in  every  instance, 
wrong,  unrighteous,  and  oppressive  ;  a  very  great  and  cry¬ 
ing  sm.” 

In  tho  articles  of  Confederation,  adopted  in  1778,  no 
provision  is  made  for  tho  support  of  slavery ;  nor  *  for  the 
delivery  of  fugitives.  Slavery  is  not  once  reierrod  to  in 
that  document.  The  General  Government  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  “  If  any  slave  elopes  to  those  Stales  where 
slaves  are  free,”  said  Mr  Madison  in  1787,  “he  becomes 
emancipated  by  their  laws.” 

In  the  Convention  of  1787,  which  drafted  tho  present 
Constitution  of  tho  United  States,  this  matter  of  slavery 
was  abundantly  discussed  ;  it  was  tho  great  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  forming  tho  Union,  as  now  of  keeping  it.  But  for 
the  efforts  of  South  Carolina,  it  is  probable  slavery  would 
have  been  abolished  by  the  Constitution.  Tho  South 
claimed  the  right  of  sending  Representatives  to  Congress 
on  account  of  their  slaves.  Mr  Patterson,  of  New  Jersey, 
contended  that  as  the  slaves  had  no  representative  or  veto 
at  home,  their  masters  could  not  claim  additional  votes  in 
Congress  on.  account  of  tho  slaves.  Nearly  all  tho  speak¬ 
ers  in  that  Convention,  except  the  members  from  South 
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Carolina  and  Georgia,  referred  to  the  slavo-fcrado  with 
horror.  Mr  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts,  declared  in  the  Con¬ 
vention,  that  it  was  ts  as  humiliating  to  enter  into  compact 
with  the  slaves  of  tho  Southern  States,  as  with  the  horses 
and  mules  of  tho  North.”  It  was  contended,  that  if  slaves 
woro  men,  then  thoy  should  bo  taxed  as  tnon,  end  have 
their  vote  as  men ;  if  mero  property,  thoy  should  not  en¬ 
title  their  owners  to  a  voto,  more  than  other  property.  It 
might  bo  proper  to  tax  slaves, t(  because  it  had  a  tendency 
to  discourago  slavery,  but  to  tako  them  into  account  in 
giving  representatives  tended  to  oncourage  the  slave-trade, 
and  to  mako  it  the  interest  of  tho  States  to  continuo  that 
infamous  traffic;”  It  was  said,  that  “  wo  hod  just  assumed 
a  plaeo  among  independent  nations,  in  consequenco  of  our 
opposition  to  the  attempts  of  Great  Britain  to  enslave  us ; 
that  this  opposition  was  grounded  upon  the  preservation 
of  those  rights  to  which  God  and  Nature  had  entitled  us, 
not  in  particular,  but  in  common  with  all  tho  rest  of  man¬ 
kind.  That  wo  had  appealed  to  the  Supremo  Being  for  his 
assistance,  as  the  God  of  heaven,  who  could  not  but  ap¬ 
prove  our  efforts  to  preserve  tho  rights  which  ho  had  im¬ 
parted  to  his  creatures ;  that  now,  whon  wo  had  scarcely 
risen  from  our  knees  from  supplicating  his  aid  and  protec¬ 
tion  in  forming  our  government  over  a  free  peoplo, — a 
government  formed  protendedly  on  tho  principles  of 
liberty,  and  for  its  preservation, — in  that  govornmont  to 
havo  a  provision,  not  only  putting  it*  out  of  its  power  to  re¬ 
strain  or  prevent  tho  slave-trade,  oven  encouraging  that 
most  infamous  traffic,  and  giving  States  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  in  tho  Union  in  proportion  as  they  cruolJv  and  wau- 
tonly  sport  with  tho  rights  of  their  fellow-creatures, — ought 
to  bo  considered  as  a  solemn  mockery  of,  and  insult  to, 
that  God,  whose  protection  wo  had  then  implored,  and 
could  not  fail  to  hold  us  up  in  detestation,  and  render  us 
contemptible  to  every  true  friend  of  liborty  in  tho  world. 

Lhiher  Martin,  tho  nttonioy-gonoral  of  Man* land, 
thought  ii  ”  inconsistent  with  tho  principles  of  tho  revolu¬ 
tion,  and  dishonourable  to  tho  Amorican  character,”  to  havo 
tho  importation  of  slaves  allowed  by  tho  Constitution. 

Tho  Northern  States,  and  some  of  tho  Southern,  wished 
to  abolish  the  slave-trade  at  onco.  Mr  Piucknoy,  of  South 
Carolina,  thought  that  State  "  would  never  accedo  to  tho 
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Constitution,  if  it  prohibits  tho  slave-trade ;  ”  aho  "  would 
not  stop  her  importation  of  slaves  in  any  short  time.” 
Said  Mr  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  "  tho  peoplo  of  tho 
Carolines  and  Georgia  will  never  bo  such  fools  as  to  give 
up  so  important  an  interest.”  "Religion  and  humanity 
have  nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  Interest  alone  is 
tho  governing  principlo  with  nations.”  In  apportioning 
taxes,  ho  thought  three  slaves  ought  to  bo  counted  as  bat 
one  free  man ;  whilo  in  apportioning  representatives,  his 
colleagues — Messrs  Butler  and  Pinckney — declared,  "  tho 
blacks  ought  to  stand  on  an  equality  with  the  whites.” 
Mr  Pinckney  would  "  make  blacks  equal  to  whites  in  the 
ratio  of  representation ;  ”  he  went  further, — ho  would  havo 
"  sorao  security  against  an  emancipation  of  slaves ;  ”  and, 
says  Mr  Madison,  “  seemed  to  wish  somo  provision  should 
be  included  [in  the  Constitution]  in  favour  of  property  in 
slaves.”  "  South  Carolina  aud  Georgia,”  said  Mr  Pinck¬ 
ney,  “  cannot  do  without  slaves.”  "  Tho  importation  of 
slaves  would  bo  for  tho  interest  of  tho  wholo  Union ;  tho 
moro  slaves,  the  more  produce  to  employ  tho  carrying 
trado,  tho  moro  consumption  also.” 

On  tho  other  hand,  nL*  Bedford  of  Delaware  thought 
"  South  Carolina  was  puffed  up  with  her  wealth  and  her 
negroes.”  Mr  Madison,  cool  and  far-sighted,  always  re¬ 
ferring  to  first  principles,  was  unwilling  to  allow  tho  im¬ 
portation  of  slaves  till  1808  So  long  a  term  will  bo 
moro  dishonourablo  to  tho  American  character  than  to  say 
nothing  about  it  in  tho  Constitution.” 

Mr  Williamson  of  North  Carolina,  in  1783,  thought 
"  slaves  an  eucumbranco  to  society,”  and  was  "  both  in 
opinion  and  prnctico  against  slavery.”  Col.  Mann,  of 
Virginia,  in  the  Convention,  called  the  slavo-trado  an  "  in¬ 
fernal  traffic,”  and  said  that  "  slavery  discourages  arts  and 
manufactures ;  tho  poor  despise  labour  whon  performed  by 
slaves.”  "They  produce  tho  most  pernicious  offect  on 
manners.  Every  master  of  slaves  is  bom  a  potty  tyrant. 
They  bring  the  judgment  of  Heaven  on  a  oountry.”  Mr 
Dickinson,  of  Delaware,  thought  it  "  inadmissible  on  overy 
principlo  of  honour  and  safety  that  the  importation  of  slaves 
should  be  authorized.”  Gouvomour  Morris,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  "never  would  concur  in  upholdingdomestic  slavery.” 
It  was  a  "  nefarious  institution ;  ”  "  tho  curse  of  Heaven 
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was  on  the  States  where  it  prevailed  !  ”  “  Are  the  slaves 

men  ?  then  mako  them  citizens,  and  let  them  vote.  Are 
they  property  ?  why  then  is  no  other  property  included 

fin  the  ratio  of  representation]  ?  Tho  houses  in  this  city 
Philadelphia]  are  worth  more  than  alltho wretched  slaves 
who  cover  tho  rice-swamps  of  South  Caroline.”  Mr  Gerry 
declared  wo  u  ought  to  be  caroful  not  to  give  any  sauction 
to  it.” 

All  tho  North  was  at  first  opposed  to  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade.  Both  parties  seemed  obstinate ;  the  question 
of  “  taxes  on  exports  ”  and  of  “  navigation  laws  ”  remained 
to  bo  decided.  Gouverneur  Morris  recommended  that  the 
whole  subject  of  slavery  might  bo  referred  to  a  committee, 
“  including  tho  clauses  relating  to  tho  taxes  on  exports 
and  to  the  navigation  laws.  These  things  may  form  a  bar¬ 
gain  among  the  Northern  and  Southern  States.”  Says 
Luther  Martin,  “  I  found  tho  Eastern  States,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  their  aversion  to  slavery,  w  ero  very  willing  to  indulgo 
tho  Southern  States,  at  least  with  a  temporary  liberty  to 
prosecute  tho  slave-trade,  provided  the  Southern  States 
would  in  their  turn  gratify  them  by  laying  no  restriction 
on  navigation  acts.”  The  North  began  to  understand  if 
tho  contemplated  navigation  laws  should  be  enacted,  that, 
os  Mr  Grayson  afterwards  aaid,  “  all  tho  produce  of  the 
Southern  States  will  bo  carried  by  tho  Northern  States  on 
their  own  terms,  which  must  be  high.”  Mr  Clymer,  of 
Pennsylvania,  declared,  “The  Western  and  Middle  States 
will  bo  ruined,  if  not  enabled  to  defend  themselves  against 
foreign  regulations ;”  will  bo  ruined  if  they  do  not  have 
some  navigation  laws  giving  Americans  an  advantage  over 
foreign  vessels.  Mr  Gorham  of  Massachusetts  said,  “  Tho 
Eastern  States  had  no  motives  to  union  but  a  commercial 
one.”  The  proffered  compromise  would  favour  their  com¬ 
mercial  interests.  It  was  for  tho  commercial  interest  of 
tho  South,  said  Mr  Pinckney,  to  have  no  restrictions  upon 
commerce,  but  “  considering  the  loss  brought  on  tho  East¬ 
ern  States  by  the  revolution,  and  their  liberal  conduct 
towards  tho  views  of  South  Carolina,  [in  consenting  to 
allow  slavery  and  tho  importation  of  slaves,]  ho  thought 
that  no  fetters  should  bo  imposed  on  the  power  of  making 
commercial  regulations,  and  his  constituents  would  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  tho  liberality.”  So  the  North  took  the  boon, 
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and  winked  at  the  “  inform.  1  traffic.”  When  tko  question 
was  put,  there  were  in  favour  of  the  importation  of  slaves, 
Georgia,  tho  two  Carolinns,  and  Maryland,  with  5sTow  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut.  Opposed  to  it  were 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Virginia  !  Sub¬ 
sequently  Mr  Ames,  in  the  Massachusetts  Convention  for 
the  adoption  of  tho  Constitution,  said  the  Northern  States 
“  have  great  advantages  by  it  in  respect  of  navi 
in  tho  Virginia  Convention  Patrick  Henry  said,  “ 
will  always  make  our  peace  with  them,”  for  at  that  timo 
cotton  was  imported  from  India,  not  having  become  a 
staple  of  tho  South.  When  tho  article  which  binds  the 
free  States  to  deliver  up  the  fugifeivo  slaves  came  to  ho 
voted  on,  it  was  a  new  feature  m  American  legislation ; 
not  hinted  at  in  tho  “  articles  of  confederation;”  hostile 
to  the  well-known  principles  of  tho  common  law  of  Eng¬ 
land — which  always  favours  liberty — and  tho  usages  and 
principles  of  modem  civilised  nations.  Yet  now  as  it  was 
and  hostile,  it  seems  not  a  word  was  said  against  it  in  the 
Convention.  It  “was  agreed  to,  nem.  con.”  Yet  “Tho 
Northern  delegates,”  says  Mr  Madison,  “  owing  to  their 
particular  scruples  on  tho  subject  of  slavory,  did  not  choose 
the  word  slave  to  bo  mentioned.”  In  tho  Conventions  of 
the  several  States  it  seems  no  remonstrance  was  made  to 
this  article. 

Luther  Martin  returning  homo,  said  to  the  House  of 
Delegates  in  Maryland,  “  At  this  time  wo  do  not  generally 
hold  this  commerce  in  so  great  abhorrence  as  wo  have 
dono ;  when  our  liberties  wore  at  stake,  we  warmly  felt  for 
tho  common  rights  of  men ;  tho  danger  being  thought  to 
bo  past,  wo  are  daily  growing  more  insensiblo  to  their 
rights.” 

When  the  several  States  came  to  adopt  the  Constitution, 
somo  hesitancy  was  shown  at  tolerating  the  slave-trade  or 
even  slavery  itself.  In  the  Massachusetts  Convention, 
Mr  Neal  would  not  “  favour  the  making  merchandise  of 
tho  bodies  of  men.”  General  Thompson  exclaimed,  “  Shah 
it  be  said,  that  after  wo  havo  established  our  own  inde¬ 
pendence  and  freedom  wo  make  slaves  of  others  ?  ”  Wash¬ 
ington  has  immortalized  himself,  “  but  ho  holds  those  in 
slavery  who  havo  as  good  a  right  to  be  free  as  ho  has.” 
All  parties  deprecated  tho  slave-trade  in  most  pointed 
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terms.  "  Slavery  was  generally  detested. ”  It  was  thought 
that  tho  new  States  could  not  claim  tho  sad  privilege  of 
their  parents,  that  tho  South  itself  would  soon  lmte  and 
abolish  it.  "  Slavery  is  not  smitten  by  an  apoplexy,”  said 
Mr  Dawes,  "  yet  it  has  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  will 
dioof  consumption.”  This  reflection,  with  the  "  tobacco  ” 
and  "  navigation  laws,”  turned  tho  scale.  Patrick  Henry 
was  no  son  of  New  England,  but  knew  well  on  what 
hinges  her  political  morality  might  turn,  by  what  means 
and  which  way. 

In  tho  Now  York  Convention,  Mr  Smith  could  "  not  see 
any  rule  by  which  slaves  were  to  be  included  in  tho  ratio 
of  representation,  the  very  operation  of  it  was  to  give  cer¬ 
tain  privileges  to  men  who  were  so  wicked  as  to  keep 
slaves to  which  Mr  Hamilton  replied,  that "  without  this 
indulgence  no  union  could  possibly  have  been  formed. 
But .  .  .  considering  those  peculiar  advantages  which  wo 
derived  from  them,  [the  Southern  States,]  it  is  entirely 
just  that  they  should  bo  gratified.  Tho  Southern  States 
possess  certain  staples,  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  &c.,  which 
must  be  capital  objects  in  treaties  of  commerce  with 
foreign  nations ;  and  tho  advantage  .  .  .  will  bo  felt  in  all 
tho  States.” 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Convention,  Mr  Wilson  considered 
tliafc  the  Constitution  laid  the  foundation  for  abolishing 
slavery  out  of  this  country,”  though  the  period  was  more 
distent  than  ho  could  wish.  Yet  "  the  new  States  . . .  will 
bo  under  the  control  of  Congress  in  this  particular,  and 
slavery  will  never  be  introduced  amongst  them  ;  ”  "  yet 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  and  Congress  will  have  power  to 
exterminate  slavery  from  within  our  borders.” 

In  the  Virginia  Convention  Gov.  Randolph  regarded  tho 
slave-trade  as  "  infamous”  and  "detestable.”  Slavery 
was  ono  of  our  vulnerable  points.  "  Aro  wo  not  weakened 
by  tho  population  of  those  whom  wo  hold  in  slavery  ?  ” 
he  asked.  Col.  Mason  thought  tho  trade  "  diabolical  in 
itself  and  disgraceful  to  mankind.”  Ho  would  "not  admit 
tho  Southern  States  [Georgia  and  tho  CarpHaas]  into  the 
Union  unless  they  agreed  to  tho  discontinuance  of  this 
dmjr ace ful  trade.”  Mr  Tyler  thought  "nothing  could 
justify  it.”  Patrick  Henry,  who  contended  for  slavery, 
confessed  "  riavery  is  detested, — wo  feel  its  fatal  effects, — 
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wo  deplore  ifc  with  all  the  pity  of  humanity/'  u  It  would 
rejoice  ray  very  soul  that  ovory  ono  of  xny  follow -being's 
was  emancipated.”  Said  Mr  Johnson,  “  Slavery  has  been 
the  foundation  of  that  impiety  and  dissipation  which  have 
been  so  much  disseminated  among  our  countrymen.  If  it 
wore  totally  abolished  it  would  do  much  good.” 

In  tho  North  Carolina  Convention,  it  was  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  apologize  for  tho  pro-slavery  character  of  tho  Con¬ 
stitution.  Mr  Iredell  in  defence  s&H,  the  matter  of  slavery 
“was  regulated  with  great  difficulty,  and  by  a  spirit 
of  concession  which  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  disturb  for 
a  good  many  years.”  “  It  is  probable  that  all  tho  mem¬ 
bers  reprobated  this  inhuman  traffic  fin  slaves],  but  those 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  would  not  consent  to  an 
immediate  prohibition  of  it.”  “  Wore  it  practicable  to  put 
an  end  to  the  importation  of  slaves  immediately,  ifc  would 
g-ivo  him  the  greatest  pleasure.”  “  When  the  entire  abo¬ 
lition  of  slavery  takes  place  it  wilt  bo  an  event  which  must 
bo  pleasing  to  ovory  generous  mind  and  every  friend 
of  human  nature.”  Mr  McDowall  looked  upon  the  slave- 
trade  “  as  a  very  objectionable  part  of  tho  system.”  Mr 
Goudv  did  not  wish  “  to  bo  represented  with  negroes.” 

In  tho  South  Carolina  Convention,  Gen.  Pinckney  ad¬ 
mitted  that  tho  Carolines  and  Georgia  were  so  weak  that 
they  “  could  not  farm  a  union  strong  enough  for  tho  pur¬ 
pose  of  effectually  protecting  each  other ;  ”  it  was  their 
policy  therefore  “  to  form  a  close  union  with  the  Eastern 
States  who  are  strong ;  ”  tho  Eastern  States  had  been 
tho  greatest  sufferers  m  tho  revolution,  they  had  “  lost 
everything  but  their  country  and  their  freedom  ;  ”  “  we,” 
tho  Carolines  and  Georgia,  “  should  let  them,  in  some 
measure,  partake  of  our  prosperity.”  But  the  union  could 
como  only  from  a  compromise;  “we  havo  secured  an  un¬ 
limited  importation  of  negroes  for  twonty  years.”  “  We 
havo  obtained  a  right  to  recover  our  slaves  in  whatever 
part  of  America  they  shall  tako  refuge,  which  is  a  right  wo 
had  not  before.”  “  Wo  havo  made  tho  best  terms  for  the 
security  of  this  species  of  property  it  was  in  our  power  to 
rnako ;  wo  would  havo  mado  better  if  wo  could,  but  on  the 
whole  I  do  not  think  them  bad.”  No  ono  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  it  seems,  thought  slavery  tin  evil. 

Thus  tho  Constitution  was  assented  to  as  “  the  result  of 
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accommodation,”  though  ’containing  clauses  confessedly 
"  founded  on  unjust  principles/'  The  North  had  been 
false  to  its  avowed  convictions,  and  in  return  "  higher 
tonnage  duties  were  imposed  on  foreign  than  on  American 
bottoms/'  and  goods  imported  in  American  vessels  "  paid 
ten  per  cent  less  duty  than  tho  same  goods  brought  in 
those  owned  by  foreigners/'  The  "  navigation  laws  "  and 
tho  "  tobacco ''  wrought  after  their  kind ;  South  Carolina 
and  Georgi&had  their  way.  Tho  North,  said  Gouverneur 
Morris,  in  the  national  Convention,  for  the  "  sacrifice  of 
every  principle  of  right,  of  every  impulse  of  humanity,” 
had  this  compensation,  “to  bind  themselves  to  inarch 
their  militia  for  the  defence  of  tho  Southern  Steles,  for 
their  defence  against  those  very  slaves  of  whom  they 
complain.  They  must  supply  vessels  and  seamen  in  case 
of  foreign  attack.  Tho  legislature  will  havo  indefinite 
power  to  tax  them  by  excises  and  duties  on  imports.” 

Still, with  many  there  lingered  a  vaguo  belief  that  slavery 
would  soon  perish.  In  tho  first  Congress  Mr  Jackson,  of 
Georgia,  admitted  that  "  it  was  an  evil  habit.”  Mr 
Gerry  and  Mr  Madison  both  thought  that  Congress  had 
"  tho  right  to  regulate  this  business,''  and,  "  if  they  see 
proper,  to  make  a  proposal  to  purchaso  all  tho  slaves.” 
But  the  most  obvious  time  for  ending  the  institution  had 
passed  by ;  the  feeling  of  hostility  to  it  grow  weaker  and 
weaker  as  the  nation  became  united,  powerful,  and  rich ; 
its  "mortal  wound”  was  fast  getting  healed. 


H. 

CONDITION  A.KD  TRBATMBKT  01'  SLAVES. 

I  will  next  consider  tho  general  condition  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  slaves  themselves.  Tho  slavo  is  not  theore¬ 
tically  considered  as  a  person ;  ho  is  only  a  thing,  as 
much  so  as  an  axe  or  a  spade;  accordingly  ho  is  wholly 
subject  to  his  master,  and  has  no  rights — which  are  an 
attribute  of  persona  only,  not  of  things.  All  that  he  en- 
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joys  therefore  is  but-  a  privilege.  Ho  may  bo  damaged  but 
not  wronged.  However  ill  treated,  ho  cannot  of  himself,  in 
his  own  uamo  and  right,  bring  a  formal  action  in  any 
court,  no  moro  than  an  axo  or  a  spado,  though  his  master 
may  bring  an  action  for  damages.  The  slavo  cannot  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  witness  when  a  freeman  is  on  trial..  His  master 
can  beat,  maim,  mutilate,  or  mangle  him,  and  the  slave 
has,  theoretically,  no  complete  ana  legal  redress ;  practi¬ 
cally,  no  redress  at  all.  The  master  may  force  him  to 
marry  or  forbid  his  marriage ;  can  sell  him  away  from 
wife  and  children.  Ho  can  forco  the  lover  to  beat  his  be¬ 
loved  ;  the  husband  his  wife,  the  child  his  parent.  "A 
slave  is  one  who  is  in  tho  power  of  bis  master,  to  whom 
ho  belongs.  Tho  master  may  sell  him,  dispose  of  his  per¬ 
son,  his  industry,  and  his  labour ;  ho  can  do  nothing,  pos¬ 
sess  nothing,  nor  acquire  anything  but  what  must  belong 
to  his  master.”  No  contract  between  master  and  slave, 
however  solemnly  made  and  attested,  is  binding  on  tho 
master.  Is  tho  freeborn  child  of  the  freeman  likewise 
theoretically  subject  to  his  father  ? — natural  and  instinct¬ 
ive  affection  prevent  tho  abuse  of  that  power.  Tho  con¬ 
nection  between  father  and  child  is  one  of  guardianship 
and  reciprocal  love,  a  mutual  gain ;  that  of  master  and 
siavo  is  founded  only  on  tho  interest  of  the  owner;  tho 
gain  is  only  on  the  master’s  side. 

Tho  relation  of  master  and  slave  begins  in  violence ;  it 
must  be  sustained  by  violence — tho  systematic  violence  of 
general  laws,  or  the  irregular  violence  of  individual  caprice. 
There  is  no  othor  mode  of  conquering  and  subjugating  a 
man.  Regarding  tho  slave  as  a  thing,  (( an  instrument  of 
husbandry,”  tho  master  gives  him  the  blast,  and  hikes  tho 
most  that  is  possible.  lie  takes  all  the  result  of  the  slavo’a 
toil,  leaving  only  enough  to  keep  him  in  a  profitable  work¬ 
ing  condition.  His  work  is  tho  most  ho  can  be  made  to 
do ;  his  food,  clothing,  shelter,  amusement,  the  least  he 
can  do  with.  u  A  Southern  Planter,”  in  his  ”  Notes  on 
Political  Economy  as  applicable  to  the  United  States,” 
says  to  his  fellow  slave-holders :  “  You  own  this  labour, 
can  regulate  it,  work  it  many  or  few  hours  in  tho  day,  ac¬ 
celerate  it,  stimulate  it,  control  it,  avoid  turn-outs  and 
combinations,  and  pay  no  wages.  You  can  dress  it  plainly, 
feed  it  coarsely  and  cheap,  lodge  it,  on  gimplo  forms,  as 
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the  plantations  do,  house  it  in  cabins  costing  little.” 
“  The  slaves  live  without  beds  or  houses  worth  so  calling, 
or  family  cares,  or  luxuries,  or  parade  or  show ;  have  no 
relaxations,  or  whims,  or  frolics,  or  dissipations  ;  instead  of 
sun  to  sun,  in  their  hours  aro  worked  from  daylight  till 
nine  o’clock:  at  night.  Whore  the  freeman  or  labourer 
would  require  a  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  food  and  cloth¬ 
ing  alone,  the  slave  am  bo  supported  for  twenty  dollars  a 
year,  npcl  often  is.” '  l(  Let  us  bestow  upon  thorn  the  worst, 
the  most  unhealthy  and  degrading  sort  of  duties  and 
labour.”  Said  Mr  Jefferson,  "  the  whole  commerce  be¬ 
tween  master  and  slave  is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  most 
boisterous  passions,  tho  most  unremitting  despotism  on 
tho  one  part,  and  degrading  submission  on  the  other.” 

The  idea  of  slavery  is  to  use  a  man  as  a  tiling,  against 
hia  nature  and  in  opposition  to  his  interests.  The  con¬ 
sequences  of  such  a  princH"  it  is  impossible  to  escape ; 
the  results  of  this  idea  meat  us  at  every  step.  Man  is 
certainly  not  cruel  by  nature ;  even  in  the  barbarous  state. 
In  our  present  civilization  man  is  far  from  being  brutal. 
There  are  many  .kind  and  considerate  slave-holders  whose 
aim  is  to  make  their  slaves  as  comfortable  arid  happy  as  it 
is  possible  while  they  are  slaves ;  men  who  feel  and  know 
that  slavery  is  wrong,  and  would  gladly  bo  rid  of  it ;  who 
are  not  consistent  with  tho  idea  of  slavery.  Let  us  sup¬ 
pose,  in  this  argument,  there  are  ten  thousand  such  who 
are  heads  of  families  in  the  United  States,  and  ninety 
thousand  of  a  different  stamp,  men  who  h&vo  at  least  the 
average  of  human  selfishness. 

How  under  tho  mildest  and  most  humane  of  masters, 
slavery  commonly  brings  intensity  of  suffering.  Tho 
slave  feels  that  he  is  a  man,  a  person,  his  own  person,  born 
with  all  a  man’s  unalienable  rights ;  born  with  the  right 
to  life,  to  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.  He  secs 
himself  cut  off  from  these  rights,  and  that  too  amid  the 
wealth,  tho  refinement,  and  culturo  of  this  country  and 
this  age.  He  feels  his  degradation,  born  a  man  to  bo 
treated  as  a  thing,  bought  and  sold,  beaten  as  a  beast. 
Hero  and  there  is  one  with  a  feeblo  nature,  with  affections 
disproportionately  strong,  attached  to  an  owner  who  never 
claimed,  all  tho  legal  authority  of  master,  and  this  man  may 
not  desire  hia  freedom.  Some  hear  of  the  actual  suffer- 
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ings  of  tho  free  blacks,  or  exaggerated  reports  thereof, 
and  fear  that  by  becoming  freo  in  America  they  might 
exchange  a  well-"  own  ovil  for  a  greater  or  a  worse. 
Others  have  become  so  debased  by  their  condition  that  tho 
man  is  mainly  silenced  in  their  consciousness,  tho  animal 
alone  surviving,  contented  if  well  fed  and  not  over-worked, 
and  they  do  not  wish  to  bo  free.  Suppose  that  these  three 
classes,  tho  feeble-minded,  the  timid,  and  tho  men  over¬ 
whelmed  and  crushed  by  their  condition,  are  as  numerous 
as  tho  humane  portion  of  tho  masters,  are  one-tenth  of  tho 
whole,  or  800,000.  Tho  rest  are  conscious  of  tho  qualities 
of  a  man.  They  desire  their  freedom,  and'  aro  kept  in 
slavery  only  by  external  force — the  systematic  force  of 
public  law,  tho  irregular  force  of  private  will.  The 
number  of  this  class  will  bo  about  2,700,000,  a  greater 
number  than  the  whole  population  of  tho  colonies  in  1770. 

Tho  condition  cf  the  majority  of  the  slaves  is  indeed 
tern  bio.  They  havo  no  rights,  and  aro  to  be  treated-  not 
as  men,  but  only  as  things ;  this  first  principle  involves 
continual  violence  and  oppression,  with  all  tho  subordinate 
particulars  of  their  condition,  which  shall  now  be  touched 
on  ns  briefly  as  possiblo.  A  famous  man  said  in  public, 
that  his  ”  slaves  were  sleek  and  fat ;  n  tho  best  thing  ho 
could  say  in  dofenco  of  his  keeping  men  in  bondage.  But 
ovou  this  is  not  always  true.  Take  tho  mass  of  slaves  to¬ 
gether,  and  an  abundance  of  testimony  compels  the  con¬ 
viction  that  thoy  are  miserably  clad,  and  suffor  bitterly 
from  hunger.  So  far  as  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  aro 
concerned,  tho  physical  condition  of  the  mass  of  fieJd- 
slav-tts  is  far  worse  than  that  of  condemned  criminals,  in 
tho  worst  prison  of  the  United  States.  House-slaves  and 
mechanics  in  largo  towns  fare  hotter ;  they  aro  under  tho 
eyo  of  tho  public.  Farm-skves  feel  most  the  poignant 
smart.  Tho  plantations  aro  large,  the  dwellings  distant, 
tho  ear  of  tho  public  hears  not  tho  oppressor's  violence. 
“  Tho  horse  fattens  on  his  master's  aye/'  says  the  proverb ; 
but  the  farm-slaves  are  committed  mainly  to  overseers,  the 
Swiss  of  slavory,  whom  Mr  Wirt  calk  “  tho  most  abject, 
degraded,  and  unprincipled  race/' 

Let  us  pass  over  the  matter  of  food,  clothing,  shelter, 
and  toil,  to  consider  other  features  of  their  condition. 
Thoy  aro  treated  with  great  cruelty ;  often  branded  with  a 

VOL.  v.  3 


84 


I-tHTUB  ON  SU.Vf.BY, 


red-hot  iron  on  the  breast,  or  tho  shoulder,  tho  arm,  the 
forehead,  or  tho  cheek,  though  the  Homan  law  forbid  it 
fifteen  centuries  ago.  They  are  disfigured  and  mutilated, 
now  by  tho  madness  of  anger,  then  by  tho  jealous  malice 
of  revenge ;  their  backs  and  sides  scored  with  tho  lash,  or 
bruised  with  tho  "  paddle,”  bear  marks  of  tho  violence 
needful  to  subduo  manhood  still  smouldering  in  the  ashes 
of  the  negro  slave.  Drive  Nature  out  with  whips  and 
brands — she  will  come  back.  Theso  abuses  can  bo  proved 
from  descriptions  of  run-awaya  in  tho  newspapers  of  the 
South. 

The  slave-holder’s  temptation  to  cruelty  is  too  much  for 
common  men.  His  power  is  irresponsible.  'Tis  easy  to 
find  a  stick  if  you  would  beat  a  Z"£~  Tho  lash  is  always 
at  hand ;  if  a  slave  disobeys, — the  whip ;  if  he  is  idlo,—-tho 
whip  ;  does  he  murmur, — the  whip ;  is  he  sullen  and  silent, 
— tho  whip  /  is  tho  female  coy  and  reluctant, — the  whip. 
Chains  and  dungeons  also  are  at  hand.  The  slave  is  a 
thing ;  judge  and  jury  no  friends  to  him.  Tito  condition 
of  the  weak  is  bad  enough  everywhere,  in  Old  England 
and  in  Now  England.  But  when  tho  strong  owns  the  very 
bodies  of  tho  weak,  making  and  executing  tho  laws  as  he 
will — it  is  not  hard  to  seo  to  what  excess  their  wrongs  will 
amount,  wrongs  which  cannot  bo  told. 

It  is  often  said  that  tho  evils  of  slavory  aro  exaggerated. 
This  is  said  by  tho  masters.  But  the  story  of  tho  victim 
when  told  by  his  oppressor — it  is  well  known  what  that  is. 
Tho  few  slaves  who  can  toll  the  story  of  their  wrongs, 
show  that  slavery  cannot  easily  bo  represented  as  worse 
than  it  is.  Imagination  halts  behind  the  fact.  The  lives 
of  Moses  Roper,  of  Lunsford  Lano,  of  Moses  Grundy, 
Frederic  Douglas,  and  W.  W.  Brown,  aro  boforo  tho  pub¬ 
lic,  and  prove  what  could  easily  bo  learned  from  tho  adver¬ 
tisements  of  Southom  newspapers,  conjectured  from  tho 
laws  of  the  Southern  States,  or  foretold  outright  from  a 
knowledge  of  human  nature  itself : — that  tho  sufferings  of 
three  millions  of  slaves  form  a  mass  of  miser)’  which  tho 
imagination  can  never  realize,  till  the  eye  is  familiar  with 
its  terrible  details.  Governor  Giles,  of  Virginia,  calls 
slavery  “  a  punishment  of  tho  highest  order.”  And  Mr 
Preston  says,  u  Happiness  is  incompatible  with  slavery.” 

In  the  most  important  of  all  relations,  that  of  man  and 
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wife,  neither  law  nor  custom  gives  protection  to  the  slave. 
Their  connection  may  at  any  moment  bo  dissolved  by  tho 
master's  command,  tho  parties,  bo  torn  asunder,  separated 
for  ever,  husband  and  wife,  child  and  mofchor ;  tho  infant 
may  be  taken  from  its  mother's  breast,  and  sold  away  out 
of  her  sight  and  power.  Tho  wife  torn  from  her  Husband's 
arms,  forced  to  tho  lust  of  another,  for  the  slave  is  no 
person,  but  a  thing.  For  the  chastity  of  the  femalo  there 
is  no  defence ;  no  more  than  for  the  chastity  of  sheep  and 
swino.  Many  are  ravished  in  tender  years.  So  is  tho  last 
insult,  and  outrage  the  most  debasing,  added. to  this  raco 
of  Americans.  By  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  all  children  bom 
of  slaves  are  reckoned  as  "  natural  and  illegitimate/’  Mar¬ 
riage  is  “  prostitution ; "  sacred  and  pormanent  neither  in 
tho  eyes  of  the  churches  nor  the  law.  Tho  female  slave  is 
wholly  in  her  master’s  power.  Mulattoes  are  more  valu¬ 
able  than  blacks.  So  in  the  slave  States  lust  now  leagues 
with  cupidity,  and  now  acts  with  singleness  of  aim.  Tho 
South  is  full  of  mulattoes ;  its  “  best  blood  flows  in  tho 
veins  of  tho  slaves  -masters  owning  children  white  as 
themselves.  Girls,  tho  children  of  mulattoes,  are  sold  at 
groat  price,  as  food  for  private  licentiousness,  or  public  fur¬ 
niture  in  houses  of  ill-fame.  Under  tho  worst  of  tiio  Roman 
emperors  this  outrage  was  forbidden,  and  tho  Prefect  of 
tho  city  gavo  such  slaves  their  freedom.  But  republican 
parents  not  rarely  sell  their  own  children  for  that  abuse. 

After  tho  formal  and  log.il  abolition  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  it  became  more  profitable  to  breed  slave?/  for  sale  in 
tho  northern  slave-holding  States.  Their  labour  was  of 
comparatively  little  value  to  tho  declining  agriculture  of 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina.  From 
planting  they  have  become,  to  a  great  degree,,  slave-breed¬ 
ing  States.  The  reputed  sons  of  the  f<  Cavaliers  "  have 
found  a  now  calling, and  the  “chivalry  of  tho  Old  Dominion" 
botakos  itself,  not  to  manufactures,  commerce,  or  agricul¬ 
ture, — but  to  tho  breeding  of  slaves  for  the  southern 
morkofc.  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  liavo  ombarked  largely 
in  tho  same  adventure.  It  would  bo  curious  to  ascertain 
tho  exact  annual  amour.t  of  money  brought  into  those 
States  from  the  salo  of  their  children,  but  tho  facts  are  not 
officially  laid  before  the  public,  and  a  random  conjecture, 
or  oven  a  shrewd  estimate,  is  not  now  to  tho  purpose. 
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In  the  latter  half  of  the  lost  century  Virginia  displayed 
such  an  array  of  talent  and  statesmanship,  of  eloquence,  of 
intelligent  and  manly  life  in  a  noble  form,  as  few  States 
with  the  same  population  could  over  equal ;  certainly  none 
in  America.  Thoro  were  Randolph  and  Mason,  Wytho, 
Henry,  Madison,  Jefferson,  Marshall,  Washington;  her 
very  “  tobacco  ”  could  purchase  the  peace  of  Now  England 
and  Now  York.  Now  Virginia  is  eminent  as  a  nursery  of 
slaves,  bred  and  begotten  for  the  Southern  market,  Ohio 
sends  abroad  the  produce  of  hor  soil — flour,  oxen,  and 
swine ;  Massachusetts  tho  produce  of  her  mills  and  manual 
craft — cottons  and  woeilens,  hardware  and  shoes;  while 
Virginia,  chivalrous  Virginia,  tho  "Old  Dominion,”  sells 
in  tho  world’s  market  tho  produco  of  her  own  loins — men- 
servants  and  maidens ;  her  choicest  exports  are  hor  sons 
and  daughters.  Sho  has  borne  for  tho  nation  fivo  presi¬ 
dents,  threo  of  them  conspicuous  men,  famous  all  over  tho 
world ;  s*nd  God  knows  how  many  slaves  to  till  the  soil  of 
tho  devouring  South.  In  1882,  it  was  shown  in  her  legis¬ 
lature  that  slaves  wero  "all  tho  productive  capacity,”  and 
"constitute  tho  entire  available  wealth  of  Eastern  Virginia.” 
Tho  president  of  William  and  Mary’s  College  says,  "  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  a  negro-raising  State  for  other  States.”  Thomas 
Jefferson  Randolph  pronounced  it  "one  grand  monagerio 
where  men  aro  raised  for  the  market  like  oxen  for  the 
shambles.”  In  1831,  it  was  maintained  in  her  legislature 
by  Mr  Gholson,  that  "  tho  owner  of  land  had  a  reasonable 
right  to  its  annual  profits ;  tho  owner  of  orchards  to  their 
aunual  fmits ;  tho  owner  of  brood -inarcs  to  their  products ; 
and  the  owner  of  femalo  slaves  to  their  incrcaso. 

Is  any  man  bom  a  slave  ?  Tho  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence  says,  all  men  are  born  "  equal ;  ”  their  natural  rights 
"  unalienable.”  It  is  absurd  to  t;ay  a  man  was  born  free 
in  Africa,  and  his  son  bom  a  slave  in  Virginia.  Tho  child 
bom  in  Africa  is  made  a  slave  by  actual  theft  aiid  personal 
violence ;  by  what  other  process  can  he  bo  made  a  slavo 
in  Amorica  ?  Tho  fact  that  his  father  was  stolen  before 
him  makes  no  difference.  By  tho  law  of  tho  United  States 
it  is  piracy  to  ouslavo  a  man  horn  in  Africa;  by  tho  law  of 
justice  is  it  less  piracy  to  cnslavo  him  when  bora  in  Bal¬ 
timore  ? 

Tho  domestic  3lavc  trade  is  carried  on  continually  in  all 
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.ho  great  cities  of  tho  South ;  tho  capital  of  tho  Union, 
called  after  “  tho  fother  of  his  country,”  is  a  great  slave 
mart.  Droves  of  slaves,  chained  together,  may  often  bo 
seen  in  tho  streets  of  Washington ;  tho  advertisements  of 
the  dealers  ore  in  tho  jourmua  of  that  city.  Thero  tho 
great  demagogues  aud  tho  great  drovers  of  slaves  meet 
together,  and  one  city  is  common  to  them  all.  If  there  be 
degrees  in  such  wrong-doing,  it  seems  worso  to  steal  a 
baby  in  Amorica  than  a  man  in  Guinea ;  worso  to  koep  a 
gang  of  women  in  Virginia,  breeding  children  as  swine  for 
marlcet,  than  to  steal  grown  men  in  Guinea it  is  coward¬ 
ly  no  less  than  inhuman.  But  so  long  ago  os  1829,  it  wee 
said  in  tho  Baltimore  Reporter,  “  Dealing  in  slaves  has  be¬ 
come  a  largo  business,  establishments  are  mode  in  sovoral 
places  in  Maryland,  at  which  they  are  sold  liko  cattle; 
these  places  of  deposit  are  strongly  built,  and  well  supplied 
with  iron  thumb-screws  and  gags,  and  omamonted  with 
cowskius  and  other  whips,  often  moody. 

Tho  African  slavo  trador  perhaps  ovou  now'  is  not  un¬ 
known  at  Baltimore  or  New  Orleans,  but  ho  is  a  pirato  ;  ho 
shuffles  and  hides,  goes  sneaking  and  cringes  to  get  along 
amongst  men,  while  the  American  slave-trader  goes  opon- 
ly  to  work,,  advertises  “  tho  inercaso  of  his  feinalo  slaves,” 
erects  his  jail,  aud  when  that  is  insufficient,  has  those  of 
the  nation  thrown  open  for  his  U3e,  and  all  tho  States 
solemnly  pledged  to  deliver  up  the  fugitives  who  escapo 
from  his  hands.  Ho  marches  his  coffles  where  ho  wul. 
The  laws  are  on  l.is  sido,  “ public  sentiment”  and  tho 

majesty  of  tho  Constitution.”  Ho  looks  in  at  tho  door 
of  tho  Capitol  and  Is  not  ashamed. 

Thero  are  mean  men  engaged  in  that  traffic  who  “  are 
generally  despisod  even  in  tho  slave-holding  States,”  but 
men  of  property  and  standing  are  also  concerned  in  this 
trado.  Mr  Erwin,  tho  son-in-law  of  Mr  Clay,  it  is  said, 
laid  tho  foundation  of  a  largo  fortuno  by  dealing  in  alavos ; 
Goneral  Jackson  was  a  dealer  in  slaves,  and  so  lato  as  1811, 
bought  a  cofflo  and  drovo  them  to  Louisiana  for  sale. 

In  this  transfor  of  slaves,  tho  most  cruel  separation  of 
families  takes  placo.  In  tho  slave- breeding  States  it  is  a 
common  thing  to  sell  a  boy  or  a  girl  whilo  tho  mother  is 
kept  as  a  "  breeder.”  Docs  she  complain  of  the  robbery  ? 
— There  is  tho  scourge,  there  are  chains  and  collars.  Will 
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tho  husband  and  father  resent  the  wrong? — There  aro 
handcuffs  and  jails ;  the  law  of  tho  Ur  ited  States,  tho  Con¬ 
stitution,  tho  Army  and  Navy,  all  tho  able-bodied  men  of 
tho  free  States,  are  legally  bound  to  come,  if  need  bo,  and 
put  down  tho  insurrection.  Yet,  more  than  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago,  a  Roman  Emperor  forbid  tho  separation  of 
families  of  slaves,  and  ordered  all  which  had  been  separ¬ 
ated  to  be  reunilod.  (t  Who  can  bear/’  said  tho  Emperor 
to  his  heathen  subjects,  u  who  can  bear  that  children 
should  bo  separated  from  their  parents,  sifters  from  their 
brothers,  wives  from  their  husbands  ?  " 

In  1836,  tho  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Kentucky  said  to 
tho  world :  “  Brothers  and  sisters,  parents  and  children, 
husbands  and  wives,  aro  torn  asunder  and  permitted  to  see 
each  other  no  more.  Those  acts  aro  daily  occurring  in  tho 
midst  of  ns.  Thoro  is  not  a  neighbourhood  where  theso 
heart-rending  scones  are  not  displayed.  Thore  is  not 
a  village  or  road  wb:c.h  does  not  behold  tho  sad  procession 
of  manacled  outcasts,  whoso  chains  and  mournful  counten¬ 
ances  tell  that  they  aro  exiled  by  force  from  all  that  their 
hearts  held  dear.”  Tho  affections  aro  proportionally 
stronger  in  th**  Negro  than  tho  American ;  his  family  liia 
all.  The  terror  of  being  sold  and  thus  separated  from  tho 
companion  of  his  sad  misfortune,  hangs  over  tho  slave  for 
ever,  at  least  till  too  old  for  sorvico  in  that  way.  Tho  most 
able-minded  are  of  course  the  most  turbulont,  tho  most  diffi¬ 
cult  to  inanago,  and  therefore  the  most  commonly  sold.  But 
tho  angel  of  death — to  them  the  only  angel  of  mercy — 
benignantly  visits  those  poor  Ishmaels  in  tho  hot  swamps 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Thou-God-scest-me,  wero  fit¬ 
ting  inscription  over  tho  spot  where  tho  servant  thus 
becomes  free  from  his  master  and  the  weary  is  at-  rest. 


IU. 

EFFECTS  OF  SLAVERY  ON  INDUSTRY. 


Let  un  examine  tho  effects  of  slavery  on  industry  in  all 
its  forms.  In  tho  South,  manual  labour  is  considered 
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monial  and  degrading;  it  is  the  business  of  slaves,  In  tho 
free  States  the  majority  work  with  thoir  hands,  counting  it 
the  natural  business  of  a  man,  not  a  reproach, but  a  duty  and 
a  dignity.  jThus  in  Boston — the  richest  city  of  its  population 
in  America,  and  porhaps  in  tho  world — out  of  19,037  pri¬ 
vate  families  in  1815,  there  wore  15,744  who  kept  no  ser¬ 
vant,  and  only  1069  who  had  more  than  ono  assistant  to 
perform  their  household  labour.  In  tho  South  tho  freeman 
shuns  labour ;  “  in  a  slave  country  evory  freeman  is  an 
aristocrat,”  and  of  course  labour  is  avoided  by  such. 
Where  work  is  disgraceful,  men  of  spirit  will  not  submit 
to  it.  So  the  high-minded  but  independent-  freemen  aro 
continually  getting  worso  off,  or  else  emigrating  out  of  tho 
slave  States  into  the  now  free  States, — not  as  tho  enter¬ 
prising  adventurer  goes  from  Now  England,  because  ho 
wants  more  room,  but  because  his  condition  is  a  reproach. 

Most  of  tho  productive  work  of  tho  South  is  aono  by 
slaves.  But  tho  slave  has  no  stimulus;  tho  natural  in¬ 
stinct  of  production  is  materially  checked.  Tho  master 
has  tho  mouth  which  consumes,  tho  slave  only  tho  hand 
which  earns.  Ho  labours  not  for  himself,  but  for  another ; 
for  ano.^er  who  continually  wrongs  him.  His  aim,  there¬ 
fore,  is  to  do  tho  least  he  can  got  along  with.  Ho  will 
practise  no  economy  ;  no  thrift ;  he  breaks  his  tools.  Ho 
will  not  think  for  his  master ;  it  is  all  hand-work,  for  he 
only  gives  what  tho  master  can  force  from  him,  and  ho 
cannot  conceal ;  thero  is  no  head-work.  Thoro  is  no  in¬ 
vention  in  tho  slave ;  little  among  tho  masters,  for  thoir 
business  is  to  act  on  men,  not  directly  on  things.  This 
circumstance  may  fit  tho  slavo-holdor  for  politics — of  a 
certain  character  ;  it  unfits  him  for  tho  great  operations  of 
productive  industry.  They  and  all  labour-saving  contriv¬ 
ances  como  from  tho  North.  In  1846  there  were  sovonty-six 
patents  granted  by  tho  national  office  for  inventions  made 
m  fourteen  slavo  States,  with  a  population  of  7,334,431, 
or  one  for  each  96,505  persons;  at  tho  same  timo 
thero  wore  564  grauted  to  the  free  States  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  9,728,922,  or  ono  for  each  17,249  persons.  Mary¬ 
land,  by  hor  position,  partakes  moro  of  the  character  of 
the  free  States  than  most  of  her  sisters,  and  accordingly 
mado  twenty-ono  inventions — moro  than  a  fourth  part  of 
all  mado  in  tho  South.  But  Massachusetts  had  made 
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sixty' two ;  and  New  York.,  with  a  population  of  only 
2,428,921,  had  received  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
patent-rights — mor,o  than  three  times  as  many  as  tho 
whole  South.  Works  which  require  intelligence  and  skill 
require  also  tho  hand  of  tho  freeman.  Tho  South  can 
grow  timber,  it  is  tho  North  which  builds  tho  ships.  Tho 
South  con  rear  cotton,  tho  freo  intelligence  of  the  North 
must  weavo  it  into  cloth. 

In  tho  North  tho  freeman  acts  directly  upon  things  by 
his  own  will ;  in  tho  South,  only  through  tiio  medium  of 
men  reduced  to  the  rank  of  things,  and  they  act  on  mate¬ 
rial  objects  against,  their  will.  Half  tho  moral  and  intel¬ 
lectual  effect  of  labour  is  thereby  lost;  half  tho  productive 
power  of  tho  labour  itself.  All  tho  great  movements  of 
industry  declino  whero  tho  aristocracy  own  tho  bodios  of 
tho  labouring  class.  No  fertility  of  soil  or  lovoliness  of 
climate  can  over  make  up  for  tho  want  of  industry,  in¬ 
vention,  and  thrift  in  tno  labouring  population  itself. 
Agriculture  will  not  thrive  as  undor  tho  freeman’s  hand. 
Slavo  labour  can  only  bo  profitably  employed  in  the  coarse 
operations  of  field-work.  It  was  so  m  Italy  2000  years 
ago ;  the  rich  gardens  of  Latium,  Alba,  Tuscany,  wore  tho 
work  of  freemen.  When  tlioir  ownora  wore  reduced  to 
slav  ny  by  the  Roman  conqueror,  thoso  gardens  became 
only  .astures  for  bufialos  and  swine.  Only  coarse  staples, 
sugar,  cotton,  rico,  corn,  tobacco,  can  bo  successfully 
raised  *./  tho  slavo  of  Amorica.  His  rude  tillage  impover¬ 
ishes  tho  <  ril ;  tho  process  of  tilth  “  consists  in  killing  tho 
land.”  Th  *  who  will  keep  slavery  as  a  "  patriarchal  in¬ 
stitution,”  n  st  adopt  tho  barbarism  of  the  patriarchs, 
becomo  nomau  %  and  wander  from  tho  land  they  have  ex¬ 
hausted  to  eom  virgin  soil.  Tho  freeman's  fertilizing 
hand  enriches  tho  land  tho  longer  he  labours. 

In  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  tho  Carolines,  tho  soil  is 
getting  exhausted;  tho  old  land  less  valuable  than  tho 
now.  In  1787,  said  Gouvcmeur  Morris,  in  tho  notional 
Convention,  “  Compare  tho  free  regions  of  the  Middle 
States,  whero  a  rich  and  noble  cultivation  marks  tho  pros¬ 
perity  and  happiness  of  the  peoplo,  with  tho  misory  and 
poverty  which  overspread  the  barren  wastes  of  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  tho  othor  States  having  slaves.  Travel 
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through  the  wholo  Continent,  and  yon  behold  the  prospect 
continually  var_,  ingwitk  tho  appearance  and  disappearance 
of  slavery.  The  moment  you  leave  the  Eastern  States  and 
outer  Now  York,  tho  effects  of  the  institution  ^ocomo 


visible.  .  Passing  through  tho  Jerseys  and  entering  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  every  criterion  of  superior  improvement  witnesses 
tho  change.  Proceed  southwardly,  and  every  stop  you 
take  through  tho  great  regions  of  slaves,  presents  a  desert 
increasing  with  tho  increasing  proportion  of  theso- wretched 
beings.”  At-  this  day,  sixty  years  later,  tho  contrast  is 
yot  raoro  striking,  ns  will  presently  appear.  Slavery  has 
wrought  after  its  way.  Evory  tree  boars  its.  own  fruit. 

Slavory  discourages  tho  immigration  of  able  but  poor 
men  from  tho  freo  States.  They  go  elsewhere  to  sell  their 
labour;  all  tho  Southern  States  afford  proof  of  this.  Tho 
freeman  from  tho  North  will  not  put  himself  and  his  in¬ 
telligent  industry  on  a  lovel  with  tho  slave,  degraded  and 
despised.  In  tho  freo  States  tho  farmer  buys  kts  land  and 
his  cattle;  hires  mon  to  aid  him  in  his  work — ho  buys 
their  labour.  Both  parties  :  re  served — this  with  labour, 
that  with  employment.  There  is  no  degradation,  but  re¬ 
ciprocal  gain.  In  a  fow  years  tho  men  who  t  first  sold 
their  labour  will  themselves  becomo  proprietors,  and  hire 
others  desirous  of  soiling  thoir  services.  It  requires  little 
capital  to  start  with.  So  tho  number  of  proprietors  rapidly 
increases,  and  tho  amount  of  cultivated  land,  of  wealth,  of 


population,  of  comfort.  In  the  South  the  proprietor  must 
also  buy  his  workmen ;  tho  poor  man  who  seeks  a  market 
for  his  work,  not  his  person,  must  apply  elsewhere. 

This  cause  has  long  impeded  tue  agriculture  of  tho 
South ;  it  will  also  hinder  tho  advance  of  manufactures. 


At  Lowell  tho  manufacturer  builds  his  mill,  buys  his  cot¬ 
ton,  and  reserves  a  sufficient  sum  for  his  "floating  capi¬ 
tal  ho  hires  fivo  hundred  mon  and  women  to  work  hia 


machinery,  paying  them  from  woek  to  week  for  tho  labour 
he  lias  bought.  In  South  Carolina  ho  must  buy  his  oper¬ 
atives  also  ;  five  hundred  slaves  at  $600  each,  amount  to 
$800,000.  This  additional  sum  is  needed  before  a  wheel 
can  turn.  To  start,  it  requires  largo  capital ;  but  capital 
is  what  is  not  so  easily  obtained  in  a  slave  State,  where 
thoro  is  no  natural  stimulus  urging  tho  labouring  mass  to 
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production.  Men  of  small  capital  are  kept  out  of  tho  field  * 
business  is  mainly  in  the  hands  of  tho  ricli ;  property  tends 
to  accumulate  in  four  hands. 

Compare  a  slave  and  a  free  State :  in  tho  free  population 
of  tho  former  there  is  as  enterprise  ;  less  activity  of  body 
and  mind ;  less  intelligence ;  less  production ;  less  com¬ 
fort,  and  less  welfare.  In  tho  free  States  an  enterprising 
man  whoso  own  hands  are  not  enough  for  him  to  work  out 
his  thoughts  with,  can  trade  in  human  labour,  buying 
men’s  work  and  seeing  the  result  of  that  work.  That  is 
tho  business  of  the  merchant-manufacturer  in  all  depart¬ 
ments.  In  the  present  state  of  society  both  parties  are 

fainers  by  tho  operation.  In  tho  South,  such  a  man  must 
uy  the  labourers  before  ho  can  use  their  work,  but  intel¬ 
ligent  labour  ho  cannot  thus  buy. 

Men  are  born  with  different  tastes  and  tendencies — 
somo  for  agriculture,  others  for  commerce,  navigation, 
manufactures,  for  science,  letters,  the  arts,  useful  or  ele¬ 
gant.  The  master  is  able  to  command  the  muscles,  not  to 
aevolope  tho  mind.  Ho  directs  labour  mainly  to  the  coarser 
operations  of  husbandry,  and  makes  work  monotonous. 
Uniformity  of  labour  involves  a  great  loss.  Political 
economists  know  well  tho  miser}'  which  happens  to  Ire¬ 
land  from  this  source — not  to  mention  others  and  worse. 

In  Connecticut,  every  fanner  and  day-labourer,  in  his 
family  or  person,  is  a  consumer  not  only  of  the  productions 
of  his  own  farm  or  handiwork,  but  also  of  tea,  coffee,  sugar, 
rice,  molasses,  salt,  and  spices ;  of  cotton,  woollen,  and  silk 
goods,  ribbons  and  bonnets  ;  of  shoes  and  hate  ;  of  beds 
and  other  furniture ;  of  hard-ware,  tin-ware,  nndcutle.y; 
of  crockery  and  glass  ware ;  of  clocks  and  jewelry ;  of 
hooks,  paper,  and  tho  like.  His  wants  stimulate  the  me¬ 
chanic  and  tho  merchant ;  they  stimulate  him  in  return, 
all  grow  up  together;  each  has  a  market  at  home,  a 
market  continually  enlarging  and  giving  vent  to  superior 
wares.  Tho  young  man  can  turn  his  hand  to  tho  art  ho 
likes  best.  Industry,  activity,  intelligence,  and  comfort 
are  the  result. 

In  a  slave  population  the  reverse  of  all  this  takes  place. 
The  “Southern  planter ” thinks  $20  adequate  for  the 
yearly  support  of  a  slave.  Add  twenty-five  per  cent,  to 
his  estimate,  making  tho  sum  $25:  then  tho  3,000,000 
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slaves  are  consumers  to  the  amount  of  ells  75,000,000  a  year. 
In  1845  the  annual  earnings  of  tho  Stato  of  Massachusetts 
were  dls  114,492,086.  This  does  not  include  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  on  the  soil,  nor  brid  '*es,nor  railroads,  highways, 
houses,  shops,  stores,  and  factories  that  were  built — these 
things  form  a  permanent  investment  for  future  years.  It 
cannot  reasonably  bo  supposed  that,  in  addition,  so  large 
a  sum  as  fourteen  per  cent,  of  tho  annual  earnings  is  saved 
and  laid  by.  But  on  that  supposition,  the  737,699  in¬ 
habitants  of  Massachusetts  are  consumers  to  tho  amount 
of  dls  100,000,000  a  year;  that  is,  dls  25,000,000  more 
than  four  times  that  number  of  slaves  would  consume.  The 
amount  of  additional  energy,  comfort,  and  happiness  is  but 
poorly  indicated  oven  by  these  figures. 

In  tho  present  age,  slavery  can  compete  successfully 
with  free  labour  only  under  rare  circumstances.  Tho  popu¬ 
lation  must  bo  sparso ;  perhaps  not  exceeding  fifty  persons 
to  tho  square  mile.  But  in  tho  nice  labour  and  minute 
division  of  employment,  in  tho  economy  and  the  improved 
methods  of  cultivation,  consequent  on  a  dense  population, 
slaver^'  ceases  to  bo  profitable  ;  the  slave  will  not  pay  for 
rearing.  It  must  be  on  a  soil  extraordinarily  fertile, 
which  the  barbarous  tillage  of  tho  slavo  cannot  exhaust. 
Some  of  tho  rich  lands  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana, 
and  Mississippi  are  of  this  character.  Then  it  must  have 
tho  monopoly  of  some  favourite  staple,  Which  cannot  bo 
produced  elsewhere.  A  combination  of  those  three  con¬ 
ditions  may  render  slavery  profitable  even  at  this  day,  vet 
by  no  means  so  profitable  as  the  work  of  the  freeman.  Sir 
Itutledgo  was  not  far  from  right  in  1787,  when  ho  con¬ 
tended  that,  in  direct  taxation,  a  slavo  should  pay  but  one 
third  as  ranch  as  a  freeman,  his  labour  being  only  of  ono 
third  tho  valuo  of  a  freeman's. 

In  the  Northern  States,  tho  freeman  comes  directly  in 
contact  with  tho  material  things  which  ho  wishes  to  convert 
to  hia  punpoao.  To  shorten  Ins  labour  he  makes  his  head 
save  his  hands.  Ho  invents  machines.  Tho  productive 
capacity  of  the  free  States  is  extended  by  their  use  of 
wind,  water,  and  steam  for  tho  purposes  of  human  labour. 
That  is  a  solid  gain  to  mankind.  Wind-mills,  water-mills, 
steam-engines,  are  tho  servants  of  tho  North ;  homebred 
slaves  born  in  their  house,  tho  increase  of  fertile  heads. 
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These  are  an  important  clement  in  the  power  and  wealth 
of  a  nation.  Whilo  South  Carolina  has  taken  men  from 
Africa,  and  made  slaves,  Now  England  has  taken  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  winds,  of  tho  waters ;  aho  has  kidnapped  tho 
Merrimack,  tho  Connecticut,  tho  Androscoggin,  tho  Ken- 
nobeck,  tho  Penobscot,  and  a  hundred  smaller  streams. 
Sho  has  caught  tho  lakes  of  Now  Hampshire,  and  holds 
them  in  thrall.  Sho  has  seized  firo  and  water,  joined  them 
with  an  iron  yoke,  and  made  an  army  of  slaves,  powerful, 
but  pliant.  Consider  tho  machinery  moved  by  such 
agents  in  New  England,  Now  York,  Pennsylvania ;  com¬ 
pare  that  with  tho  human  machines  of  tho  South,  and 
which  is  tho  better  drudge  ?  Tho  “  Patriarchal  Institution 
of  slavery  "  and  tho  economic  institution  of  machinery 
stand  side  by  sido, — this  representing  tho  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury  before  Christ,  and  that,  tho  nineteenth  century  after 
Christ.  They  run  for  the  earno  goal,  though  slavery 
started  first  and  had  tho  smoother  road.  It  is  safe  to  say, 
that  tho  machinery  of  tho  free  States  has  greater  produc¬ 
tive  ability  than  tho  3,000,000  bondmon  of  tho  South. 
While  slavery  continues,  tho  machinery  will  not  appear. 
Steam-engines  and  slaves  come  of  a  different  stock. 

Tho  foreign  trade  of  tho  South  consists  mainly  in  tho  ex¬ 
port  of  tho  productions  of  tho  farm  and  tho  forest ;  tho  do¬ 
mestic  trado,  in  collecting  thoso  staples  and  distributing  tho 
articles  to  bo  consumed  at  home.  Much  of  the  domestic 
trado  is  in  tho  hands  of  Northern  men — though  mainly 
“  with  Southern  principles."  Tho  foreign  trado  is  almost 
wholly  in  tho  hands  of  foreigners,  or  men  from  the  North, 
and  is  conducted  by  their  ships.  In  the  South,  littlo  is 
demanded  for  homo  consumption ;  so  tho  great  staples  of 
Southern  production  find  their  market  chiefly  m  tho 
North,  or  in  f<  reign  porta.  Tho  shipping  is  mainly  owned 
by  tho  North.  Of  tho  Atlantic  States  eovon  have  no  slaves  : 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Mnsaachufi.ua,  Rhodo  Island, 
Connecticut,  Now  York,  and  New  Jersey;  in  IBlfi,  they, 
with  Pennsylvania,  had  2,100,501  tons  of  shipping.  In 
all  the  slaves  States  which  lio  on  tho  seaboard,  thoro  aro 
owned  but  401,583  tons  of  shipping.  In  1840,  the  young 
Stato  of  Ohio,  two  thousand  miles  from  tho  sea,  had  39,917 
tons  ;  tho  Stato  of  South  Carolina,  82,588.  Even  Virginia, 
full  of  hays  and  harbours,  had  but  53,441  tons.  The  singlu 
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district  of  the  city  of  New  York  had  572,522  tons,  or 
70,939  more  than  all  the  Southern  States  united. 

Tho  difference  in  tho  internal  improvements  of  tho  two 
sections  is  quite  as  remarkable.  In  general,  tho  public 
highways  in  tho  slave-holding  States  are  far  hfonor  to 
those  of  tho  North,  both  in  extent  and  character.  If  the 
estimates  made  are  correct,  in  1846  there  were,  omitting 
tho  fractions,  5663  miles  of  railroad  actually  in  operation 
in  the  United  States.  In  all  tho  slave  States  together 
there  were  2090  miles.  Taking  tho  cost  of  such  ns  are 
described  in  trustworthy  sources,  and  estimating  tho  value 
of  those  not  so  described  by  the  general  cost  jper  mile  of  rail¬ 
roads  in  tho  same  State,  then  tho  slave  States  have  invest¬ 
ed  dls  43,910,183  in  this  property.  In  tho  free  States  there 
wore  3573  miles  of  railroad,  which  had  cost  dls  1 12,914,465 
Thus  the  free  States  havo  1483  l  miles  of  railroad 
more  than  tho  South,  tho  valuo  of  which  is  dls  69,004,282 
above  tho  valuo  of  all  the  railroads  of  tho  slave  States. 
Tho  railroads  in  Pennsylvania  lrnvo  cost  dls  43,426,385  ; 
within  less  than  half  a  million  of  tho  value  of  all  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  all  tho  slave  States.  Maryland,  from  her  position, 
rcaemblus  the  free  States  in  many  respects.  Besides  those 
of  this  State,  all  the  railroads  of  the  South  are  worth  only 
dls  27,717,835,  whilo  those  of  Massachusetts  alone  have  cost 
dls  30,841,444,  and  are  now,  on  the  average,  five  or  six  per 
cent,  above  par.  Tho  State  of  South  Carolina  has  only 
paid  dls  5,671,452  for  her  railroad  stock.  I  will  not  under¬ 
take  to  estimate  its  present  value.  Nor  need  I  stop  to 
inquire  how  many  miles  of  the  Southern  roods  have  oeen 
planned  by  Northern  skill,  paid  for  by  the  capital  of  the 
free  States,  and  are  owned  by  their  citizens  I 

Let  ua  next  consider  tho  increase  of  the  value  of  tho 
landed  property  in  tho  free  and  the  slave  States.  In  1798, 
tho  valuo  of  all  the  houses  and  lands  in  the  eight  slave 
States,  that  is,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  was 
estimated  at  dls  197,742,557 ;  that  of  the  houses  and  lands 
in  tho  eight  free  States — New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Connecticut,  Ithodo  Island,  New  Jersey,  Now 
York,  and  Pennsylvania — was  dls  422,285,780.  It  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain  exactly  the  valuo  of  real  property  in  all 
these  States  at  this  moment.  But  in  1834-6,  the  govern- 
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meat  of  New  York,  and  in  1889,  that  of  Virginia,  made  a 
new  valuation  of  all  the  red,  property  in  their  respective 
States.  In  1798,  all  the  real  estate  in  Virginia  was 
worth  $  71,225,187  j  in  1889,  6  2.11,930,538.  In  1798,  all 
the  real  property  in  the  State  of  New  York  was  worth 
6  100,380,707  j  in  1885,6.430,751,273.  In  Virginia  there 
had  been  an  increase  of  195*7  per  cent,  in  forty  one  years ; 
in  New  York,  an  increase  of  329*9  percent,  in  thirty-seven 
years. 

For  convenience’  sake  let  ns  suppose  each  of  the  eight 
Southern  States  has  gained  ’as  rapidly  as  Virginia,  and 
each  of  those  eight  Northern  tho  same  ratio  with  New 
York — and  what  follows?  .798,  tho  real  estate  in 
South  Carolina  was  valued  at  ,  ,465,013  j  that  of  Rhode 
Island  at  $  11,066,358,  By  tho  above  ratios,  tho  real  estate 
in  South  Carolina  was  worth  $  51,958,393  in  1839 ;  and  in 
1885,  that  v‘f  Rhode  Island  was  worth  847,574,288.  Thus 
tho  real  property  in  tho  leading  slave  Stato  of  the  Union, 
with  a  population  of  594,898,  was  worth  but  8  4,384,105 
more  than  the  red  property  of  Rhode  Island,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  only  108,1380.  In  1840  tho  aggregate  real  pro¬ 
perty  in  tho  city  of  Boston  was  valued  at  8  60,424,200,  and 
m  1847  at  8  97,764,500,  —  8  45,271,120  more  than  the 
computed  .valuo  of  all  tho  red  estate  in  South  Carolina. 
In  1798,  the  v&lue  of  tho  aggregate  real  property  of  tho 
eight  slave  States  was  8  197,742,557 ;  of  tho  eight  froe, 
$  422,235,780 ;  in  11839,  by  the  above  ratios,  tho  real  estate 
of  the  Southern  States  would  bo  worth  8  588,289,107,  and 
that  of  tho  Northern  81,715,201,618.  huas  the  real  pro¬ 
perty  of  theso  eight  hoe  States  would  bo  almost  three 
times  more  valuable  than  the  eight  slave  States,  yet  the 
free  contain  but  170,150  square  miles,  while  tho  slave 
States  contain  212,920.  But  this,  in  part,  is  a  matter 
of  calculation  only.,  and  liablo  to  some  uncertainty,  as  tho 
ratio  of  Virginia  and  Nc.v  York  may  not  represent  tho  in¬ 
crease  of  any  either  South  or  North.  Lot  us  come  to 
public  and  notorious  facts. 

In  1839,  tho  value  of  all  tho  annual  agricultural  pro¬ 
ducts  of  the  South,  as  valued  by  tho  last  census,  was 
8312,380,151 ;  that  of  the  free  States  8  342, 007, 446.  Yot 
in  the  South  there  were  1,984,866  persona  ongaged  in 
agriculture,  and  in  the  North  only  1,735,086,  and  tho  South 
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has  tlio  advantage  of  raising  tropical  productions,  which 
cannot  bo  grown  in  Europe.  The  agricultural  products  of 
tho  South  which  find  their  way  to  foreign  lands,  aro  mainly 
cotton,  sugar,  rice,  and  tobacco.  Tho  entire  value  of  those 
articles  raised  in  tho  fifteen  slave  States  in  that  year, 
was  $74,866,310;  while  the  agricultural  productions, 
the  single  State  of  Now  York  amounted  in  tho  year  to 
$  108,275,281. 

Tho  value  of  articles  manufactured  in  tho  South  was 
$  42,178,184 ;  in  the  free  States  $  197,658,040.  In  the 
slavo  States  there  were,  in  various  manufactories,  246,601 
spindles ;  in  Rhode  Island,  tho  smallest  of  the  free  States, 
518,817.  The  aggregate  annual  earnings  of  all  tho  slave 
States  was  $  403,429,718 ;  ox  *ho  free,  $  658,705,108.  The 
annual  earnings  of  six  slavo  States — North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana, 
amount  to  $  180,321,719-;  those  of  tho  State  of  Now  York 
to  $  193,806,433,  more  than  $  4,000,000  above  the  income 
of  six  famous  States.  The  annual  earnings  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  alone  are  more  than  $9,000,000  greater  than  the 
united  earnings  of  three  slave  States, — South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida.  The  earnings  of  South  Carolina, 
with  her  population  of  594,398,  about  equals  that  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  Massachusetts,  with  leas  than  95,000. 

In  1839,  in  the  South  there  were  built  houses  to  the 
valuo  of  $  14,421,441 ;  and  in  tho  North,  to  the  value  of 
$27,496,560.  The  ships  built  by  tho  South  that  year 
were  valued  at  $  704,289 ;  by  tho  North,  at  $  6,801,805. 

In  18-16,  the  absolute  debt  of  all  tho  free  States  was 
$  109,176,527.  The  actual  productive  State-property  of 
those  States,  including  the  school  fund,  was  $  96,680,285, 
— leaving  tho  actual  indebtedness  abovo  their  State- 
property  only  $  10,546,242.  The  absolute  debt  of  the 
slavo  States  was  $55,918,373;  their  productive  State- 
property,  including  thoir  school  funds,  $  30,294,428 — leav¬ 
ing  their  actual  indebtedness  abovo  their  State-property 
$25,653,945,  more  than  twico  the  corresponding  indebted¬ 
ness  of  the  North. 

Besides  this,  it  must  bo  remembered  that  in  the  free 
States  there  aro  45,569  mon  ongaged  in  tho  learned  pro¬ 
fessions,  whilo  in  tho  slave  States  there  are  but  20,292.  In 
addition  to  that,  in  all  tho  free  States  there  are  many  om- 


ployed  in  levelling  common  schools.  Thus,  in  1847,  in 
Mnasachuselts,  there  wore  7,582  engaged  in  the  common 
schools.  In  the  slave  States  tins  class  is  much  smaller. 
Still  more,  hi  all  tho  free  States  there  are  many,  not  ranked 
in  the  learned  professions,  who  devote  themselves  to 
science,  literature,  and  the  tine  arts  ;  in  the  South  but  few. 
In  tho  South,  tho  female  slaves  are  occupied  in  hard  held- 
labour,  which  is  almost  unheard-of  in  the  free  States.  Thus 
tho  difference  in  tho  earnings  of  tho  two,  great  an  it  is,  is 
not  an  adequate  emblem  of  tho  actual  difference  or  produc¬ 
tive  capacity,  or  oven  of  the  production,  in  the  two  sections 
of  the  country. 


IV. 

effects  of  fiEAvma-  os  rorouxiox. 

Let  .ns  next  consider  tho  effects  of  slavery  on  the  in¬ 
crease  of  numbers,  as  shown  by  the  great  movements  of 
the  population  in  tho  North  and  South. 

In  1790,  tho  present  free  States-— Nov.-  England,  Now 
York,  Now  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania — contained  1,908,455 
persons ;  tho  slave  States  1,901,072.  In  1840  tho  same 
slave  States — Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky— contained  5,479,800  ; 
the  same  free  States,  0,787,082.  In  50  years  those  slave 
States  had  increased  179  per  cent. ;  those  free  States  243 
per  cent.,  or  with  84  per  cent,  greater  rapidity. 

In  1790  tho  entire  population  of  all  tho  slave  States  was 
1,901,372  ;  in  1810,  including  tho  new  slave  States, 
7,834,431  j  while  the  population  of  the  free  States — includ¬ 
ing  the  new  ones — was  0,728,922.  Tho  slave  States  had 
increased  279  per  coni. ;  the  free,  894,  the  latter  increas¬ 
ing  with  a  rapidity  1.15  per  cent,  greater  than  tho  fanner. 

In  1810  tho  now*  slave  States— Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Arkansas,  Tennessee,  ’Missouri,  and  Kentucky — 
contained  805,901  persona;  tho  new  free  States — Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan— contained  but  272,324s  But 
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in  .1840  those  new  slavo  States,  with  fcho  addition  of 
Florida,  contained  3/54)9,182,  while  fcho  population  of  the 
row  free  States — with,  the  addition  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa 
— contained  2,907,840.  In.  50  years  the  now  glavo  States 
had  increased  328  per  cent..,  and  tho  now  free  States 
1090  per  cent;. 

In  1 790.,  the  whole  free  population  of  the  present,  free 
States  was  1,930,125;  the  f  'co  population  of  fho  present 
slave  States  and  territories  was  1,394,847.  The  difference 
in  the  number  of  free  persons  in  tho  North  am!  South  wag 
only  585,278.  But  in  1840  fcho  free  population  of  the  free 
States  and  territories  was  9,727,898 ;  the  free  population 
of  the  slave  States  and  territories  only  4,848,105 ;  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  fcho  two  was  4,879,788.  In  50  years  the  free 
persona  in  the  slave.  States  had  increased  247  per  cent. ; 
the  free  persons  of  the  free  States  4-04  percent.  It  is  true 
something  has  been  added  to  the  North  by  immigrations 
from  abroad,  but  the  accessions  which  fcho  South  has  re¬ 
ceived  by  tho.  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  by  the 
immigration  of  enterprising  men  from  fcho  North,  and  by 
the  importation  of  slaves,  hi  perhaps  more  than  adequate 
l.o  balance  the  Northern  increase  by  foreign  immigration. 

Tho  Southern  States  have  great  advantages  over  the 
Northern  in  soil,  climate,  and  situation;  they  have  a  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  the  tropical  productions  so  greatly  sought  by 
all  northern  nations ;  they  have  superior  facilities  tor  the 
acquisition  of  wed ' h,  and  through,  that  for  tho  rapid  in¬ 
crease  of  population.  In  some  countries  tho  advance  of 
both  is  retarded  by  oppressive  legislation.  Of  this  the 
South  cannot  complain,  as  it  will  by  and  by  appear.  Tho 
new  land  lay  nearer  to  tho  old  Southern  States,  than  tho 
old  free  States,  and  that  not- te  infested  with  Indians >r  to 
the  earn  e  extent  with  the  soil  since  conquered  and  colonized 
by  fcho  emigrants  from  the  Northern  States.  Tbo  differ¬ 
ence  of  fcho  increase  of  fcho  two  in  wealth  and  numbers  is 
to  ho  ascribed,  therefore,  to  the  different  institutions  of 
tho  two  sections  of  tho  land. 
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smexs  os*  siavcrt  on  s»ucation. 

L- *  ,> »  new  look  >,1,  d'f*  pdV'n  '>f  dr~ery  on  the  rntol- 
odnd  ruore'  rev-3  jt;hs*s  >  u  devrinjnvm  it  t/ the  people. 
Tre  Hfe o  on  'hr  a  til  -otuul.  10  mAr  an  1  religious  con- 
Trior  of  th<i  drere  v  w’iil/  under  lood  ‘To  is  only  con- 
M-TiH/i  ■>  re wc*/  h1,  reot  frimu<r  lur*  from  tu  <  ivilization  of 
a  >i*u m1  oo  rim  age.  U  s  o--h  ;  comcmner,  MorJ—all  his 
-  ‘Vie-  remr  -j),  i-~  {i  •  hepr  in  n  -dde  T  inferior  de- 
'  -<  pru  '\t  >  r'<  m  -re’  }  o  VJ1  *h>5  he  a  shire  in  tho  nine- 
*  -* *  v  rearv  f"‘i  m  he  ?Jn,ri  d  t'toic  Jii  comparison 
'v  V  Y'c  n  i<  11  t'o I  a  * 3  cilta/ «  o'1' re  "!*  mj-Mavi  *h%  slaves  arc 
"  ’a  1  h'!k'  j  iV'\  ,  i  *!  more  4  re  pi  cu  cally.  when  corn- 
pr*%tl  w  bn  rim  r'  0  3  hrenure-m  of  the  North,  they  are 
n,  re<  •«  '*  lit ;  *„  nJ  a  mei  -mhre  nl  r  t* nonce,  the  fact 
Trere  a  y  nl  hr  <lre  i>  jt  riou,  re  on  aj  of  slave-holders 
'h.n  oh'.-  In  riret  h Syred  of  So  <<h  Carolina  and 
rirerere  repi  !red  v:  i-UmUre  , K  mnr  n  stiy  ini  considered, 
‘he  lured’**;!  n  Cre  '  as  t  /,  -mi  redl  lure  f  oniparison  with 
xhr  in  •when  <'f  pu  ?  2  '  toe  reuri  1.”  “They  are  dosti- 
t’  in  ortim  pnv  're.«  of  h  f'c^peh  mid  o , or  will  be  under 
the  pro  nt  i  ore  U  hr'itp..  '  “  In  oil  tin  hvc  Sud-oaT  says 
tlsoSjiKid,  thre>- art  not  Iwcivi  j,  ;  .  melusively  devoted 
1*0  *X  i  reh-p  0>'c  irinu'llu:1  m  tu  lrepnre.v  Of  the  re¬ 
gular  imnCtore  “  but  a  vim  v  mod  portion  pay  any  utton- 
tioo  to  thcJ-.h  “  We  hr.  vr  ^ut  of  <uc  e (lurches  in  tho 
wluve-houtuyy  Sr1at4re  bmK  r  el;  h>»  their  nflo,”  and 

<r  there  ia  no  suffic-ieut  room  for  them  m  tho  white  eirarohes 
for  their  accommodation. ”  <fThoy  are  unable  to  road,  ns 
.  ensemm.  or  low,  and  generally  both,  prohibit  their  instmo 
tioti.  They  have  no  Bihkre  -no  family  altars  j  and  when 
in  afiiiotiou,  sickness,  or  death,  they  have  no  minister  to 
address  to  them  the  consolations  of  tho  Gospol,  nor  to 
bury  them,  with  solemn  and  appropriate  services.^  They 
may  sometimes  be  ].mited  and  caressed  as  children  and 
toys,  they  are  never  treated  as  men. 
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u  Heathenism,”  says  another  Southern  authority,  t(is 
as  real  in  the  elavo  States  as  in  tho  South  vSe-a  Islands/1 
e<  Chastity  is  no  virtue  among  thorn  [tho  slaves]  ;  ite  vio¬ 
lation  neither  injures  fernalo  character  in  their  own  estima¬ 
tion  nor  that  of  their  mistress/'  Where  there  h  no  mar¬ 
riage  recognized  by  tho  Stafcp  or  Church  ns  legal  or 
permanent  between  slaves ;  •whore  tho  female  slave  is 
wholly  in  her  master’s  power — how  can  it  be  otherwise  ? 
Said  the  Roman  proverb,  “'Nothing  is  unlawful  for  the 
muster  to  his  slave.”  When  men  are  counted  as  things, 
instruments  of  husbandry,  separable  limbs  of  tho  master, 
and  retained  in  subjugation  by  external  forco  and  the  pro¬ 
hibition  of  all  manly  culture,  tho  effect  of  slavery  on  its 
victim  is  so  obviouo  that  no  more  need  be  said  thereof. 

Tho  effect  of  slavery  on  tho  intellectual,  moral,  and 
religious  condition  of  the  freo  population  of  the  South  is 
not  so  obvious  perhaps  at  first  sight.  But  a  comparison 
with  the  free  States  will  render  that  also  plain. 

All  attempts  at  the  improvement  of  the  humbler  and 
more  exposed  portions  of  society,  the  perishing  and  dan¬ 
gerous  classes  thereof,  originate  in  tho  free  States.  It  is 
there  that  men  originate  societies  for  tho  Reform  of  Pri¬ 
sons,  tho  Prevention  of  Crime,  Pauperism,  Intemperance, 
Licentiousness,  and  Ignorance.  There  spring  up  Educa¬ 
tion  Societies,  Bible  Societies,  Peace  Societies,  Societies 
for*  teaching  Christianity  in  foreign  and  barbarous  lands. 
There,  Loo,  arc  the  learned  and  philosophical  societies,  for 
the  study  of  Science,  Letters,  and  Art,  Whence  come  tho 
men  of  superior  education  who  occupy  tho  pulpits,  exercise 
tho  professions  of  Law  and  Medicine,  or  fill  tho  chairs  of 
the  Professors  in  tho  Colleges  of  the  Union  ?  Almost  all 
from  the  North,  from  the  freo  States,  There  is  preaching 
everywhere.  But  search  tho  whole  Southern  States  for  tho 
last  seven-and- forty  years,  and  it  were  hard  to  show  a  single 
preacher  of  any  eminence!  in  any  pulpit  of  a  slave-holding 
v5tato ;  a  single  clergyman  remarkable  for  ability  in  his 
calling,  for  great  ideas,  for  eloquence,  elsewhere  so  cheap 
—or  oven  for  learning  !  Even  Expositions  and  Comment¬ 
aries  on  tho  Bible,  the  most  common  clerical  productions, 
are  tho  work  of  tho  North  alv-ne. 

Whence  come  tho  distinguished  authors  of  America  ? 
tho  Poets — Bryant,  Longfellow,  Whittier ;  Historians — 
■i  * 
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Sparks,  Frescolt,  Bancroft ;  Jurists — Parsons,  Wheaton, 
Story,  Kent  l  Whence  Irving,  Cbaimin^,  Emerson;—- 
whence  all  the  scientific  men,  tho  men  of  thought,  who 
represent  tho  nation’s  loftier  consciousness  ?  Ail  from 
tho  free  States  ;  north,  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  lino  i 

Few  works  of  any  literary  or  scientific  value  have  been 
written  in  this  country- in  any  of  tho  slavo  States  ;  few 
oven  get  reprinted  there.  Compare  tho  works  which  issue 
from  tho  press  of  New  Orleans,  Savannah,  Charleston, 
Norfolk,  Baltimore,  with  such  as  come  from  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Boston — even  from  Low  oil  and  Cincinnati ; 
compare  but  the  books  oilers'  stock  in  those  several  cities, 
and  tho  difference  between  tho  cultivation  of  the  more 
educated  classes  of  the  South  and  North  is  apparent  at  a 
glance. 

But  leaving  general  considerations  of  this  sort,  let  ns 
look  at  facts.  In  1671,  Sir  William  Berkely,  Governor  of 
Virginia,  said,  u  I  thank  God  that  there  are  no  free  schools 
nor  printing-presses  [in  Virginia),  and  I  hope  we  shall 
not  have  them  these  hundred  years."  In  1810,  in  tho  fif¬ 
teen  Blavo  States  and  territories  there  wore  at  the  various 
primary  schools  201,085  scholars  ;  at  the  various  primary 
.schools  wf  the  free  States  1,626,028.  The  State  of  Ohio 
alone  had  218,609  scholars  at  her  primary  schools,  17,524 
more  than  all  tho  fifteen  slave  States.  South  Carolina  had 
12,520  such  scholars,  and  Rhode  Island  17,355.  New 
York  alone  had  502,367. 

In  the  higher  schools  there  wore  in  tho  South.  85,935 
t{  scholars  at  the  public  charge,"  as  they  are  called  in  tho 
census ;  in  the  North,  432,388  similar  scholars.  Virginia, 
tho  largest  of  tho  slave  States,  had  9791  such  scholars ; 
Rhode  Island,  tho  smallest  of  tho  free  States,  10,749. 
Mas&ochusette  alone  had  153,851.,  more  than  four  times 
many  as  all  the  slave  States. 

In  the  slave  States,  at  academies  and  grammar  schools, 
there  wore  52,906  scholars  ;  in  the  free  states,  97,174. 
But  the  difference  in  numbers  hero  docs  not  represent  tho 
difference  of  fact,  for  most  of  tho  academies  and  grammar 
schools  of  the  South  are  inferior  to  the  (t  schools  at  public 
charge  "  of  tho  North ;  far  inferior  to  tho  bettor  portion  of 
tho  northern  li  district  schools." 

In  1840  thorn  were  at  tho  various  colleges  in  tho  South, 
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7100  pupils,  and  in  the  free  States,  8927.  Hero,  too,  the 
figures  fail  to  indicate  the  actual  difference  In  the  numbers 
of  such  as  receive  a  superior  education;  for  the  greater 
part  of  tho  eighfy-sovtm  '*  Universities  and  Colleges 11  of 
the  South  are  much  inferior  t-o  the  better  Academies  and 
3 ugh  schools  of  the  .North. 

In  tho  libraries  of  all  tho  Universities  and  Colleges  of 
the  South  there  aro  223,410  volumes;  in  those  :f  tho 
North,  593,897.  Tho  libraries  of  tho  Theological  schools 
of  tho  South  contain  22,800  volumes ;  those  of  the  North, 
102,080.  The  difference  in  the  character  and  value  of 
those  volumes  does  not  appear  in  tho  returns/ 

In  the  slave  States  there  aro  1,368,325  free  white  child¬ 
ren  between  tho  ages  of  five  and  twenty ;  in  tho  free  States, 
3,536,089  such  children.  In  the  slave  States,  at  schools 
and  colleges,  there  aro  301,172  pupils ;  in.  tho  free  States, 
2,212,444  pupils,  at  schools  or  colleges.  Thus,  in  tho  slave 
States,  out  of  twenty-five  free  white  children  between  five 
and  twenty,  there  are  not  quite  iteo  at  any  school  or  col¬ 
lege  ;  while  out  of  twenty-five  such  children  in  tho  free 
States,  there  aro  more  thou  fifteen  at  school  or  college. 

In  tho  slave  States,  of  the  free  white  population  that  ia 
over  twenty  years  of  age,  there  i ,  almost  one  tenth  part 
that  are  unable  to  read  and  write ;  while  in  tho  free  States 
there  is  not  quite  one  in  ono  hundred  and  fifty-six  who  is 
deficient  to  that  degree. 

In  Now*  England  there  aro  but  few  born  therein  and 
ino.-e  M,f»n  twenty  years  of  ago,  who  aro  imablo  to  read 
and  write  •  but  many  foreigners  arrive  there  with  no  edu¬ 
cation,  and  thus  swell  the  number  of  tho  illiterate,  and  di¬ 
minish  tho  apparent  effect  of  her  free  institutions.  The 
South  has  fow  such  emigrants ;  tho  ignorance  of  the  South¬ 
ern  States  therefore  is  to  be  ascribed  to  other  causes.  Tho 
Northern  men  who  settle' in  tho  slave-holding  States,  havo 
perhaps  about  tho  average  culture  of  tho  North,  and  more 
than  that  of  tho  South.  The  South  therefore  gains  educa¬ 
tionally  from  immigration  as  tho  North  lottos. 

A  mong  tho  Northern  States,  Connecticut,  and  among  the 
Southern  States,  South  Carolina,  are  to  a  great  degree  free 
from  disturbing  influences  of  this  character.  A  comparison 
between  the  two  will  show  tho  relative  effects  of  tho  ■  re¬ 
spective  institutions  of  the  North  and  South.  In  Connect!- 


ON  SLAYIUW. 


cut,  there  arc  103,843  free  persons  over  twenty  years  of  ago ; 
in  South  Carolina  but  111,663.  Xu  Connecticut,  the.ro  are 
but  520  persons  over  twenty  who  are  unable  to  read  and 
write,  while  in  South  Carolina  there  are  20,615  free  white 
persons  over  twenty  years  of  ago  unable  to  read  and  write. 
In  South  Carolina,  out  of  each  626  free  whites  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  there  aro  more  than  58  wholly  unable 
to  read  or  write  j  out  of  that  number  of  such  persons  in 
Connecticut,  not  quite  two  !  More  than  the.  sixth  part  of 
the  adult  freemen  of  South  Carolina  are  unable  to  read  the 
vo to  which  will  be  deposited  at  the  next  election.  It  is 
but  fair  to  infer  that  at-  least  one  third  of  tho  adults  of 
South  Carolina-,  if  not  of  much  of  tho  South,  are  unable  to 
rend  and  understand  even  a  newspaper.  Indeed,  in  one 
of  the  slave  States,  this  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  inference, 
for  in  1837  Gov.  Clarke,  of  Kentucky,  declared,  in  his 
message  to. the  legislature,  that  “one  third  of  ihu  adult 
population  were  unable  to  write  their  names  ; >!l  yot  Ken¬ 
tucky  has  a  schuol-fund/1  y»)iu«i  at  $1,221,819,  while 
South  Carolina  has  none. 

One  sign  of  this  want,  of  ability  oven  to  read,  in  tho  slave 
States,  is  too  striking  to  be  passed  by.  Tho  staple  reading 
of  tho  lease  cultivated  Americans  is  the  newspaper-,  ono  of 
tho  lowest  forms  of  literature,  Ihuugh  one  of  tho  most 
powerful,  read  oven  by  men  who  read  nothing  else.  In 
tho  slave  States  there  are  published  but  377  newspapers, 
and  in  the  free  1135.  These  numbers  do  not  express  tho 
entire  difference  in  the  case,  for  ns  a  general  rule  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  tho  Southern,  newspapers  is  50  to  75  per  cent, 
less  than  that  of  tho  North.  Suppose,  however,  that  each 
Southern  newspaper  has  two  thirds  the  circulation  of  a 
Northern  journal,  we  have  than  but  225  newspapers  for  tho 
slave  States  !  Tho  more  valuable  journals — the  monthlies 
and  quarterlies — are  published  almost  entirely  in  the  free 
States. 

Tho  number  of  churches,  tho  number  and  character  of 
the  clergy  who  labour  for.  these  churches,  are  other  mea¬ 
sures  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  condition  of  the  people. 
Tho  aeioutific  character  of  the  Southern  clergy  has  been 
already  touched  on.  Let  us  compare  the  more  external 
facte. ; 

In  1830,  South  Carolina  had  a  population  of  581,185 


souls }  Connecticut,  207,675.  Tn  3836,  South  Carolina  had 
304  ministers  j  Connecticut,  408. 

In  1834,  there  were  in  the  slave  States  but  82,532  scho¬ 
lars  in  the  Sunday  schools  ;  in  the  free  States  504,835  ;  in 
tho  single  State  of  New  York,  101,768. 

A  cause  which  keeps  8,000,000  men  in  bondage  in 
America  and  in  the  nineteenth  century,  has  more  subtle  in¬ 
fluences  than  those  just  now  considered.  It  not  only  pre¬ 
vents  tho  extension  of  education  among  the  people,  but 
affects  tho  doctrines  taught  them,  oven  the  doctrines  taught 
in  the  name  of  God.  Christianity  is  nominally  tho  public 
religion  of  America ;  not  of  the  Government,  which  ex¬ 
tends  protection  alike  to  all  modes  of  worship,  of  tho  In¬ 
dian,  the  Mormon,  and  the  Jew,  but  of  the  people.  I  will 
not  touch  tho  doctrines  of  the  sects,  in  which  Christian 
differs  from  Christian,  but  come  to  what  is  general  among 
Christians — a  part  of  the  universal  religion  implied  also  in 
human  nature  itself.  All  sects,  as  such,  theoretically  agree 
that  tho  most  important  practical  doctrino  of  Christianity 
is  ?/we  to  nirx  ;  to  all  men,  of  all  ages,  races,  and  condi¬ 
tions.  As  the  Christian  idea  of  God  rises  far  above  tuo 
T1  ..^r.hr.r.  .»*-  Hebrew  conception  thereof,  so  the  Christian 
idea  of  man’s  relation  to  man  far  transcends  tho  popular 
notions  of  human  duty  which  formerly  had.  prevailed.  God 
is  f<  ogr  Fj.thkk,”  tho  God  of  love ;  Man  our.  bhotukk, 
whom  we  are  bound  to  love  as  ourselves,  and  treat  as  wo 
would  be  treated.  Christian  piety,  or  lore  of  God,  involves 
Christian  morality,  or  love  of  man. 

I  lay  aside  tho  peculiar  theoretical  doctrines  of  tho  sects, 
that  are  preached  everywhere,  and  ask  :  can  tho  Christian 
relations  of  human  brotherhood,  the  Christian  duty  of  love 
to  men,  be  practically  preached  in  the  slave  States  ?  I 
only  publish  t»n  open  secret  in  saying  it  is  impossible.  Tho 
forms  of  Christianity  may  bo  preached,  not;  its  piety,  not 
its  morality,  not  oven  its  philosophy,  or  its  history.  If  a 
man  holds  slaves  in  practice  and  jus  files  tho  deed  in 
theory,  how  can  ho  address  an  audience  of  slave-holders 
and  teach  thorn  tho  duty  of  loving  others’ as  themselves? 
Ho  cannot  consistently  teach  that  doctrine,  nor  they  con¬ 
sistently  hoax4. 

The  doctrines  of  the  public  religion  are  always  modified 
by  national  habits,  history,  institutions,  and  ideas.  Chris*. 
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tianiiy,  os  taught  in  New  England,  ha3  modifications  un¬ 
known  in  Old  England.  The  great  national  and  peculiar 
ideas  of  America — of  which  I  shall  soon  speak — aro  among 
the  truths  of  Christianity.  Wo  began  our  national  career 
by  declaring  all  men  bora  with  equal  rights.  In  such  a 
people  we  might  look  for  a  better  and  moro  universal  de¬ 
velopment  of  Christianity,  than  in  a  nation  which  knows  no 
unalienable  rights,  or  equality  of  all  men,  but  robs  iho 
many  of  their  rights,  to  squander  privileges  on  the  few. 

In  some  lands  monarchy,  aristocracy,  prelucy,  appear 
in  the  public  teaching  os  parts  of  Christianity.  In  America 
it  is  not  so.  But  it  is  taught  that  slavery  is  an  ordinance 
of  God, — justified  by  Christianity.  Thus  as  the  public  re¬ 
ligion  is  elsewhere  made  to  subserve  tho  private  purposes 
of  k  ings,  nobles,  priests — so  hero  i3  it  mado  to  prove  the 
justice  of  holding  men  in  bondage.  There  aro  no  claims 
like  those  wrought  in  the  name  of  God,  and  welded  upon 
their  victim  by  the  teachers  of  religion. 

Most  of  the  chin  ches  in  the  United  States  exercise  tho 
power  of  excluding  n  man  from  their  communion  for  such 
offences  as  they  seo  fit;  for  any  unpopular  broach  of  tho 
moral  law; — for  murder,  robbery,  theft,  public  drunken¬ 
ness,  seduction,  licentiousness,  for  heresy.  Even  dancing 
is  an  offence  for  which  the  churches  sometimes  deal  with 
their  childron.  But,  with  tho  exception  of  tho  Quakers 
and  iho  United  Brethren,  no  religious  bodies  in  the  United 
Suites  now  regard  slave-holding  or  slave-dealing  as  an  cc- 
clesifiatical  offence.  Church-members  and  clergymen  aro 
ow  ners  of  slaves.  Even  churches  themselves  in  some  in¬ 
stances  have,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  been  owners  of 
men.  In  Turkey,  when  a  man  becomes  a  Mahometan,  ho 
ceases  to  bo  a  slave.  But  in  America  a  clergymen  may 
own  a  member  of  his  own  church,  beat  him,  sell  him,  and 
grow  rich  on  tc  tho  increase  of  his  female  slaves.-” 

Few  productions  of  tho  Southern  clergy  find  their  way 
to  the  North.  Conspicuous  among  those  few  are  sermons 
in  defence  of  slavery ;  attempts  to  show  that  if  Christ  were 
now  on  earth  he  might  consistently  hold  property  in  men  1 

The  teachings  of  tho  Southern  pulpit  .becomo  more  and 
moro  favourable  to  slavery.  Oppressed,  America  promul¬ 
gated  tho  theory  of  freedom; — free,  she  established  tho 
practice  of  oppression.  In  1780  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church  declared  {{ slavery  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,” 
and  '’hurtful  to  society;”  in  1784  it  refused  to  admit 
slave-holders  to  its  communion — passing  a  vote  to  exclude 
all  such.  But  in  1886  the  general  conference  voted  "  not 
to  interfere  in  the  civil  and  political  relations  between 
master  and  slave,”  and  exhorted  its  ministers  "  to  abstain 
from  all  abolition  movements.”  Tho  general  conference 
since  declared  that  American  slavery  "  is  not  a  moral  evil.  * 
Tho  conference  of  South  Carolina  has  made  a  similar 
declaration. 

In  1794  the  Presbyterian  Church  added  a  note  to  the 
eighth  commandment,  bringing  slavery  under  flint  prohibi¬ 
tion,  declaring  it  manstealing  and  a  sin.  Yet, .though  often 
entreated,  it  did  not  excommunicato  for  that  offence.  In 
1816,  by  a  pubUo  decree,  the  note  was  erased.  Numerous 
Presbyteries  and  Synods  have  passed  resolutions  liko 
these :  "  Slavery  is  not  opposed  to  tho  will  of  God ;  ”  "  It 
is  compatible  with  the  most  fraternal  regard  to  the  best- 
good  of  those  servants  whom  God  may  have  committed  to 
our  charge.”  Even  the  Catholic  Church  in  tho  United 
States  forms  no  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Tho  late 
lamented  Dr  England,  the  Catholic  bishop  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  undertook  in  public  to  prove  that  tho 
Catholic  Church  had  always  been  tho  uncompromising 
friend  of  slavehoiding,  not  defending  tho  slaves*  right,  but 
tho  usurped  privilege  of  the  masters.  What  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  present  Christian  Pope  of  Pome,  and  tho  bishop 
of  a  democratic  State  in  a  Christian  republic  ! 

It  has  been  currently  taught  in  the  most  popular  churches 
of  the  land,  that  slavery  isa  “  Christian  institution,”  sustained 
by  tho  apostles,  and  sanctioned  by  Christ  himself.  None 
of  the  theological  parties  has  bees  so  little  connected  with 
slavery  as  the  Unitarians — perhaps  from  the  smallness  of 
tho  sect  itself,  and  its  northern  latitude — but,  for  years, 
one  of  its  vice-presidents  was  a  slave-holder. 

Whiio  the  Southern  churches  teach  that  slavery  is 
Christian,  the  Northern  join  in  tho  belief.  Hero  and  there 
a  few  voices  in  the  North  have  been  lifted  up  against  it ; 
seldom  an  eminent  voice  in  an  eminent  place,  then  to  be 
met  with  obloquy  and  shame.  Almost  ail  the  churches  in 
tho  land  seem  joined  in  opposing  such  as  draw  public  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  tliat  a  Christian  republic  holds  millions  of 
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men  in  bondage.  Not  long  since  a  clergyman  of  the 
South,  who  boasted  that  ho  owned  thirty  slaves,  and 
“  would  wado  knee-deop  in  blood  ”  to  defend  his  right  to 
them,  was  received  bv  the  North  era  churches,  and,  as  him¬ 
self  lias  said,  “  invited  on  every  hand  to  pulpits,”  with  no 
robuko,  but  only  welcome,  from  the  large  and  powerful 
denomination  to  which  ho  belonged.  Ho  returned,  as  he 
says,  “  leaving  the  hot-beds  of  abolitionism,  without  hav¬ 
ing  been  once  foiled.  God  bo  praised  for  sustaining  me. 

I  give  Him  all  tho  glory,  for  without  Him  I  am  nothing.” 
Even  in  Boston  there  is  a  church,  of  tho  same  denomination, 
in  which  no  coloured  man  ia  allowed  to  purchase  a  seat. 
Coloured  men  at  tho  North  are  excluded  from  colleges  and 
high  schools,  frm.~  theological  seminaries  and  from  respect¬ 
able  churches* — even  from  the  town  hall  and  tho  ballot. 
Doctrines  and  outward  deeds  are  but  signs  of  sentiments 
and'  ideas  which  rule  tho  life-. 

The  sons  of  tho  North,  when  they  settle  in  tho  South,  as 
merchants,  ministers,  lawyers,  planters,  whoa  they  stand 
in  the  congress  of  tho  nation,  when  they  fill  important 
offices  in  the  federal  government — what  testimony  do  they 
bear  to  tho  declaration  that  “ all  men  are  created  equal”  ? 
I  should  blush  to  refresh  your  memories  with  Northern 
shame. 

If  the  clergy  find  slavery  “  ordained  ”  in  the  Bible,  and 
established  amongst  the  “  Christian  institutions,”  did  not 
the  laymen  first  find  it  in  the  Bible  of  Rousseau  ?  Import¬ 
ant  men  at  tho  South  have  taught  that  slavery  io  “  a 
moral  and  humane  institution,  productive  of  the  greatest- 
political  and  social  advantages ;  ”  “  the  corner-stone  of  our 
republican  edifice :  ”  “  It  is  tho  most  sure  and  stable  'edi¬ 
fice  for  free  institutions  in  tho  world.”  The  doctrine  that 
“all  men  are  created  equal ”  in  rights  is  declared,  “ridi¬ 
culously  absurd.”  Democratic  Mr  Calhoun  declares  that 
where  “  common,  labour  is  performed'  by  members  of  the 
political  community  a  dangerous  element  is  obviously  in¬ 
troduced  into  tho  body  politic.”  A  pagan  had  taught  it 
two  thousand  years  before. 

Thus  powerful. is  the  influence  of  slavery  in  its  action  on 
the  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  development  of  tho 
people  at  tho  South ;  thus  subtly  does  it  steal  upon  tho 
North.  As  one  of  your  most  illustrious  citizens,  old  but 
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not  iclloj  lias  said,  the  spirit  of  slavery  “  has  crept  into  the 
philosophical  chairs  of  tho  schools.  Its  cloven  foot  has 
ascended  the  pulpits  of  tho  churches.  Professors  of  col¬ 
leges  teach  it  as  a  lesson  of  morals ;  ministers  of  tho  gospel 
seek  and  profess  to  find  sanctions  for  it  in  tho  "Word  of 
God." 

Tho  effect  of  slavery  on  tho  industrial,  numerical,  in¬ 
tellectual,  and  moral  developments  of  the  pooplo  may  be 
best  shown  by  a  comparison  of  tho  condition  and  history 
of  the  two  largest  States,  ono  slave,  tho  other  free.  Vir¬ 
ginia  contains  more  than  64,000  square  miles,  or  18,370 
more  than  England.  Tho  climate  is  delightful.  Tho  State 
is  intersected  by  <(  tho  finest  bay  in  the  world/'  watered 
by  long  mid  abundant  rivers ;  this  inviting  navigation,  and 
allowing  numerous  and  easy  communications  with  tho  in¬ 
terior  ;  that  waiting  to  turn  tho  wheels  of  the  manufacturer, 
to  weave  and  spin.  The  soil  is  rich  in  minerals.  Iron, 
lead,  and  limestone  are  abundant.  Nitre  is  found  in  her 
caverns.  Salt  abounds  on  the  Great  Kenawha  and  tho 
Holston.  ’.Fields  of  coal,  anthracite  and  bituminous,  arc 
numerous,  rich,  and  of  easy  access.  Tho  soil  is  fertile,  tho 
sky  gonial,  tho  air  salubrious.  She  is  the  oldest  State  in 
tho  Union ;  long  tlio  most  important  in  wealth,  population, 
and  political  power.  The  noblo  array  of  talent  and  virtue 
found  there  in  tho  last  century  has  already  been  mentioned. 
Abundantly  blessed  with  bays,  harbours,  rivers,  mines, 
no  State  in  tho  Union  had  such  natural  advantages  as  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  1790.  Now  York  has  49,000  square  miles,  and 
was  settled  somewhat  later  than  Virginia,  and  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  leas  propitious.  Numerous  causes  retarded 
her  growth  before  tho  Revolution.  Though  favoured  with 
an  excellent  harbour,  she  has  but  ono  natural  channel  of 
communication  with  tho  interior.  In  1790  Virginia  con¬ 
tained  748,348  inhabitants  ;  New  York  but  340,120.  In 
1840  Virginia  had  1/239,797  ;  New  York  2,4-28,921,  and 
in  1 845,  2,604,495.  In  fifty  years  Virginia  had  not 
doubled  her  population,  while  Now  York  had  increased 
more  than  four-fold.  In  1790,  Virginia  had  more  than 
eleven  inhabitants  to  each  square  mile,  and  Now  York  not 
quite  eight;  but  in  1840,  Virginia  had  only  nineteen,  and 
New  York  fifty-three  persons  to  the  square  mile.  In 
1798,  the  houses  and  Lands  of  Virginia  were  valued  at 
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671,225,127,  those  of  Now  York  at  $100,330,707  ;  in  1339 
the  reel  estate  in  Virginia  was  worth  but  6211,980,538, 
while  that  of  Now  York  had  increased  to  $430,751,278. 
In  18-10  the  annual  earnings  of  Virginia  were  $76,769,032  ; 
of  New  York  $  193,806,433.  Tho  population  of  Now  York 
m  not  quite  double  that  of  Virginia,  but  her  annual  earn¬ 
ings  nearly  three  times  as  great.  In  1840,  at  her  various 
colleges  and  schools,  Virginia  had  57,302  scholars,  and 
also  58,787  adult  free  whites  unable  to  road  and  write — 
1484  mom  than  tho  entire  number  of  hor  children  at 
school  or  college..  Now  York  had  44,452  illiterate  adults, 
and  565,442  children  at  school  or  college.  Besides  that, 
in  Virginia  there  were  448,987  slaves,  with  no  literary  cul¬ 
ture  at  all,  shut  out  from  commuaioatic-C  with  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  tho  ago.  In  1 844,  in  Now  York,  709,156  chil¬ 
dren,  between  four  and  sixteen,  attended,  the  common  public 
schools  of  the  State,  and  the  common  school  libraries  con¬ 
tained  over  a  million  of  volumes ;  while  in  Virginia  there 
wore  over  100,000  free  white  children  between  four  and 
sixteen,  who  attended  no  school  at  all,  perpetual  vagrants 
from  learning,  year  out  and  year  itt.  Shall  it  always  bo 
so  ?  Tho  effect  follows  the  cause.  A  man  loses  half  his 
manhood  by  slavery,  said  Homer,  and  it  is  as  truo  of  a 
State  as  a  man. 


VI. 

tTUCt  OY  SLAVERY  OK  LAW  AKT)  FOLttICS. 

I  Kove  call  your  attention  to  the  influence  of  slavery  on 
law  and  politics,  its  local  oChct  on  the  slave  States  in 
special,  its  general  effect  on  tho  politics  of  tho  Union. 

In  tho  settlement  of  America  only  the  people  came  over. 
Nobility  and  royalty  did  not  migrate-.  Tho  people,  the 
third  estate,  of  course  brought  the  institutions  and  kwa  of 
their  native  land— these  are  the  national  habits,  so  to  say. 
But  they  brought  also  political  sentiments  and  ideas  not 
represented  by  tho  institutions  or  laws ;  sentiments  and 
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ideas  hostile  thereto,  and  which  could  not  bo  made  real  in 
England,  but  wore  destined — as  are  fill  snob  ideas — to 
form  institutions  and  mako  laws  in  their  own  image. 
There  are  three  such  political  ideas  which  have  already 
found  a  theoretical  expression,  and  have  more  or  loss  been 
made  facts  and  become  incarnate  in  institutions  and  laws. 
These  are,  href,  fcho  idea,  that  in  virtue  of  his  manhood, 
each  mah  has  ukai 4XH4&U  eights,  not  derived  from  men  or 
revocable  thereby,  but  derived  only  from  God ;  second, 
that  in  respect  to  theso  rights  au>  uxk  ass  ©seated  ; 

third,  that'  THU  SOU  DKBIGH  or  POLITICAL  GOmnfMTHT  IB  TO 
PLACE  EVBHT  MAH  IK  TH'£  SMTHIB  re8SS8SlXOH*f>*  ALL  HIS  TO- 
AUXHABUS  EICiHTS. 

The  priesthood,  nobility,  royalty,  did  not  share  these 
ideas— nor  the  sentiments  which  led  to  them.  These  ideas 
w*ere  of  the  people ;  they  must  form  &  democracy,  the 
government  of  all,  for  ail,  and  by  all — a  comxuonwosdfch 
with  no  privileged  class— a  state  without  nobles  or  king??, 
a  church  without  prelate  or  priest. 

These  ideas,  in  becoming  facta  and  founding  political 
institutions  to  represent  themselves,,  modified  also  the 
ancient  and  common  law.  u  The  lavra  of  England/*  said 
Sir  John  Fortescue,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  '*  fcho  laws 
of  England  favour  liberty  in  every  case  /*  il  lot  him  who 
favours  not  liberty  bo  judged  impious  and  ertiold*  After 
the 'national  and  solemn  expression  of  fcho  above  demo¬ 
cratic  ideas,  the  laws  must-  favour  liberty  yet  more,  and 
now  institutions  likewise  come  into  being.  Accordingly, 
in  the  free  States  of  the  North,  whore  these  ideas  have 
always  had  the  fullest  practical  exposition,  ever  since 
the  Revolution  there  has  boon  a  continual  advance  in  legis¬ 
lation — laws  becoming  more  humane,  universal  principles 
getting  established,  sad  traditional  exceptions  becoming 
annulled.  In  law — the  theory  of  these  ideas — so  far  as 
expressed  in  institutions  and  habits  j  and  in  sociefy—tho 
practice  thereof,  m  far  us  they  have  passed  info  actual 
1, if©, —there  in  a  constant  levelling  upward ;  the  low  are 
raised— the  slave,  the  servant,  the  non-freeholder;  the 
lofty  not  degraded.  In  the  constitutions  of  nearly  all  the 
free  State*  it  as  distinctly  stated  that  all  men  are  created 
equal  in  rights,  and  in  all  it  is  implied.  They  are  ail  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  a  realisation  of  that  idea— slowly,  but 
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constantly,  They  have  lost  none  of  the  justice  embodied 
in  the  common  Jaw  of  their  ancestors — but,  gained  now 
justice,  and  embodied  it  in  their  own  forms. 

This  idea  of  tho  natural  a  quality  of  all  mm  in  rights  is 
inconsistent  with  slavery;  accordingly  it-  is  expressed  in 
the  constitutions  of  but  one  slave  State — Virginia.  It  is 
consistently  rejected  by  the  politicians  of  the  South.  This 
difference  of  ideas  must  appear  in  all  the  institution  a  of 
the  North  and  South,  and  produce  continual  and  conflict¬ 
ing  modifications  of  tho  common  Uw  of  England,  which 
they  both  inherit;  if  tho  one  idea  ad  cl  3  justice  thereto,  tho 
other  takes  it  away. 

Now  among  tho  institutions  inherited  from  England 
were  the  trial  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men  in  <41  matters  af¬ 
fecting  liberty  and  life ;  the  presumption  in  favour  of  life, 
liberty,  and  mucosae ;  the  right  of  every  man  under  re¬ 
straint  to  have  a  legal  reason  publicly  shown  for  his  con¬ 
finement,  by  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  Tho  form  of  tho 
latter  is  indeed  modem,  bnfc  its  substance  old,  and  of  un¬ 
certain  date.  These  three  havo.  long  been  regarded  as 
the  great  safeguards  of  public  justice,  and  in  tho  legisla¬ 
tion  of  tho  free  States  remain  tm disturbed  in  choir  benefi¬ 
cent  action,  extending  to  every  person  therein.  In  the 
8  U  vo  States  the  who  Jo  class  of  headmen  is  in  fact  mainly 
deprived  of  them  all. 

By  tho  custom#  of  England  and  her  kw,  while  villain- 
igo  obtained  there,  tho  rule  was  that  tho  child  fallowed 
the  condition,  of  its  father  t  FiUm  czqttii-ur  jpalr&m.  Hence 
tho  issue  of  a  tree  man,  though  bom  of  a  servile  mother, 
was  always  free.  In  virtue  of  this  maxim,  and  tho  legal 
presumption  in  favour  of  liberty,  a  presumption  extending 
to  all  classes  of  men,  the  child  of  a  female  slave,  which 
was  bon*  out  of  wedlock,  was  of  course  free.  It  to  pos¬ 
sible  the  father  wa#  a  freeman.  Tho  child  gained,  nothing 
but  existence  from  his  unknown  father,  and  the  law  wotvld 
not  make  that  a  curse.  The  child  of  a  slave  father,  but 
born  before  the  father  was  proved  a  aksvo,  retained  his 
freedom  for  ever. 

If  a  freeman  married  a  female  slave,  she  became  f re® 
during  the  life  of  her  husband,  and  the  children  of  course 
were  free. 

.  The  ala vo,  under  certain  circtim stances,  could  possess 
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property,  acquired  by  deri.se,  by  gift,  or  other  means.  It, 
was  so  as  a  general  rale  through  all  tho  North  of  Europe; 
the  more  cruel  maxims  of  tho  Roman  sl&Ye-oodo  never 
prevailed  with  the  Teutonic  race. 

Tho  slave  could  make  a  contract  with  his  lord,  binding 
as  that  between  peer  and  peer.  Ho  could  in  his  own 
name  bring  an  action  against  any  one;  in  acme  cases 
oven  against  his  master.  He  could,  in  all  mam  and  in  his 
own  name,  demand  a  ferial  by  jury  in  a  court  of  record, 
to  determi.no  if  he  wore  born  a  slave,  or  free.  To  determ¬ 
ine  against  him,  it  was  neoossr»y  not  only  to  show  in  ge¬ 
neral  that  ho  was  a  slave,  but  that  he  was  tho  slave  of 
some  one  person  in  special  If  it  was  simply  shown  that 
tho  man  was  &  slave,  but  was  not  shown  to  the  jury's 
satisfaction  that  ho.  was  the  Have  of  tho  particular  man 
who  claimed  him,  tho  slave  received  his  freedom  at  once, 
as  one  derelict  by  his  master,  and  if  legally  claimed  by 
nobody,  he  naturally  belonged  to  himself. 

Ho  could  bo  a  witness  in  any  court  oven,  when  his  master 
was  an  adverse  party ;  though  not  possessed  of  all  tho 
privileges  of  a  citizen — legoiU  homo — not  admitted  to  hold 
office  or  servo  on  a  jury,  yot  ho  could  testify  on  oath  oven 
in  criminal  canes,  as  any  other  man. 

If  a  slave  ran  away,  and  tho  master  for  one  year  neg¬ 
lected  to  pursue  him  with  public  outcry  and  prosecution  of 
his  claim,  the  slave  was  free  by  adverse  possession  of  him¬ 
self.  While  ho  was  in  flight,  and  in  actual  possession  of 
freedom,  the  master  could  not  seize  on  his.  children  or  on 
his  possevrious.  Ho  must  legally  possess  the  principal, 
the  substance,  before  he  could  touch  tiro  subordinate  and 
accident  thereof.  Did  the  slave  flee  to  another  borough 
or  shire,  a  jury  of  that  place — except  in  certain  cases, 
when  tbs  trial  must  take  place  ;  ~t  another  county-— must 
not  only  convict  him  mi  a  slave  before  the  master  could  re¬ 
cover  his  body,  but  mist-  convict  him  of  being  tho  slave  of 
that  special  claimant. 

If  a  slave  took  orders  in  tho  church,  or  became  a  monk, 
he  was  free  from  his  muster,  though  this  was  an  exception 
to  the  law  in  most  Catholic  countries.  If  violence  were 
offered  to  a  female  slave  bv  her  master,  she  had  redress  as 
a  free  woman.  Slaves  had  all  tho  personal  rights  of  free¬ 
men  except  in  regard  to  their  own  respective  meters,  and 
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in  soxno  cases  even  then.  There  was  .'o  hindrance  to 
manumission. 

In  America  the  lavra  relating  to  slavery  are  in  many  re¬ 
spects  more  severe  than  the  English  laws,  sinco  iho  ’Nor¬ 
man  conquest,  respecting  villains — regardant  or  m  grow. 
The  chihV#  condition  follows  that  of  the  mother.  This 
American  departure  from  the  common  law  was  early  made 
by  statute,  and  the  opposite  maxim,  the  rule  of  the  civil 
law,  extended  over  the  slave  States; — Partus  eequilur 
vmir&n.  Illegitimate  children,  of  female  slaves  were  of 
course  slaves  for  ever,  though  tho  father  was  free.  But 
for  this  alteration,  many  thousands  of  men  now  slaves 
would  have  been  free. 

Contra?/  to  tho  old  common  law  of  .England,  but  in 
obedience  to  the  Roman  code  '  no  American  slave,  in  law, 
is  regarded  merely  a«  &  thing;  ”  doonmd,”  as  Judge 
Ruffin,  of  North  Carolina,  sorrowfully  declares,  "  to  live 
without  knowledge  and  without  tho  capacity  to  make  any¬ 
thing  Ida  own,  and  to  toil  that  another  may  reap  tho  fruits.” 
In  some  of  tho  slave  States  trial  by  jury  is  allowed  to  him 
in  all  capital  cases ;  sometimes  with  tho  concurrence  of  a 
grand  jury,  sometimes  without.  Sometimes  ho  is  allowed 
to  challenge  the  jurors  “  for  cause,”  though  not  peremp¬ 
torily.  But  in  South.  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Louisiana, 
the  slave  is  not  allotted  a  jury  trial,  oven  when  his  lifo  is 
in  peril.  In  some  others  he  has  the  protection  of  a  jury 
when  arraigned  for  inferior  offences.  But  in  every  slave 
State  he  may  be  beaten  to  the  extent  of  u  thirty-nine  lashes 
well  kid  on,”  without  tho  .verdict  of  a  jury,  but  by  the 
decision  of  n  body  of  justices  of  tho  peace,  varying  in  num¬ 
ber  from  two  to  five.  In  all  cases  he  is  tried  by  men  who 
regard  him  only  as  a  thing,  never  by  a  jury  of  hit  peers — - 
not  even  by  a  mixed  jury  of  slave-holders  and  slave©.' 
Scran©  States  have  made  humane  provisions  to  guard 
against  popular  excitement,  removing  the  trial  to  another 
comity  ;  now  and  then  humane  decisions  are  made  in  their 
favour  by  just  men.  But  these  are  exceptional  spots  of 
humanity  amidst  iho  general  gloom  of  the  slave-code. 
There  is  some  difference  in  the  legislation  of  tho  several 
States,  justifying  the  remark  long  ago  made  in  Europe, 
that  the  condition  of  slaves  was  mildest  in  the  North— 
hardest  in  the  South. 


LSffi'KE  OK  BLAY'Siir. 


65 

Since  tho  slave  is  a  thing,  ho  is  not  allowed  his  oath ; 
sometimes  he  may  give  legal  oridonco  for  or  against 
another  slave,  though  without;  any  form  of  solemn  affirm¬ 
ation.  There  are  laws  in  all  iho  slave  State#  designed  to 
restrain  the  master  from  excessive  cruelty,  still  they  afford 
but  incomplete  protection  to  the  slave ;  ho  cannot  bring  an 
action  against  the  oppressor  in  hi#  own  name — for,  as  a 
thing,  ho  has  no  right#.  No  slave,  free  negro,  or  mulatto 
to  the  fourth  degree  of  descent  is  allowed  to  testify  against 
a  white  man ;  as  if  this  were  not  enough  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Louisiana,  if  a  slave  is  injured  or  killed  when  only 
one  white  person  is  present — and  the  presumption  of  guilt 
fall  on  tho  ono  white  man,  ho  is  allowed  by  statute  ”  to 
dear  or  exculpate  himself  by  his  own  oath.”  This  law  is 
worse  than  the  cede  of  tho  Homans,  ”  whose  history  was 
written  in  the  blood  of  vanquished  nation#.” 

Tho  slave  has  no  legal  right  of  self-defence  against  hi# 
master's  assault  and  battery  j  tho  female  none  against 
brutal  violation.  The  law  of  Georgia  directs  that  tf  if  any 
slave  shall  presume  to  strike  any  .hit©  man,  such  slave 
shall,  for  tho  first  offence,  suffer  such  punishment  a#  the 
justice  or  justices  shall  see  fit,  not  extending  to  life  or 
limb:  and,  for  tb,e  second  offence,  suffer  death.”  In 
South  Carolina,  on  his  owner’s  account,  ho  is  allowed  to 
strike  even  a  white  man,  and  tho  offence  is  capital  only 
when  twice  repeated.  In  Kentucky,  tho  penalty  is  loss 
severe,  but  applied  to  freemen  of  colour  as  wol!  as  .slaves. 

A  slave  cannot  bo  party  to  a  civil  suit.  Indeed,  when 
hi  a  condition  is  doubtful,  he  may  apply  to  a  court,  and  tho 
court  authorise  some  man  to  act  as  ”  gua-rdian,”  and  bring 
an  action  in  the  alive's  behalf,  and  have  investigate©© 
made  of  his  servitude.  But  the  burthen  of  proof  remains 
on  the  slave's  shoulders — to  show  that  he  is  free.  Tho 
presumption  that  ho  is  a  si avo— prtwump Ho  mala:  partes- — - 
prevails  in  all  tho  South  except  North  Carolina, — where 
the  slave-code  is  perhaps  more  humane  than  elsewhere, 
—and  is  thug  declared  by  statute  in  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  :  “  It  shall  always  bo  presumed  that  every  negro, 
Indian,  mulatto,  and  mestizo  is  t>,  slave.”  No  adverse 
possession  of  himself,  however  long,  makes  &  negro  free, 
or  hi#  offspring  bora  whilo  ho  is  in  that  state.  In  Missis¬ 
sippi,  every  negro  or  mulatto,  not  able  to  prove  that  ho  ia 
ton.  v.  .  3 
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free,  may  be  sold  by  order  of  the  court,  as  a  hare  for  ever. 
If  nn  applicant  for  freedom  is  cast  in  his  suit,  the  court  is 
!<  fully  empowered  to  inflict  such  punishment  not  extend¬ 
ing  to  life  and  limb,  as  they  should  think  fit  the (t  guard¬ 
ian  *•'  'hall  pay  the  costs ;  and  in  South  Carolina,  double 
those  coats  with  damages  to  the  owner  of  the  slave.  In 
Virginia,  such  a  guardian,  if  defeated  in  his  application, 
may  be  fined  $  100.  In  such  a  trial  in  Maryland,  the  mas¬ 
ter  is  allowed  to  challenge  peremptorily  twelve  jurors. 
How  difficult  to  find  a  “  guardian  ”  willing  to  incur  the 
risk !  -  how  more  than  difficult  to  secure  justice  when  a 
negro  is  wrongfully  claimed  as  a  slave  !  Tot  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  general  spirit  displayed  by  such  legislation,  some 
decisions  have  been  made  in  the  Southern  States  remark¬ 
able  for  the  nicety  of  legal  distinction  and  the  exactness 
of  their  justice  even  to  the  slave. 

Since  the  slave  is  a  thing  in  many  States,  a  conditional 
contract  which,  the  master  has  solemnly  made  with  a  slavo, 
is  not  binding  on  the  master,  even  after  the  slave  has  ful¬ 
filled  the  contract  in  spirit  and  letter.  This  is  notoriously 
the  law  in  South  Carolina,  and  even  in  Virginia.  A  con¬ 
tract  made  with  a  spado  or  a  mule  binds  no  man — with  a 
slave  no  more ;  the  court  cannot  proceed  to  “  enforce  a 
contract  between  master  and  slave,  oven  though  the  con¬ 
tract  should  be  fully  complied  with  on  the  part  of  tho 
slavo.”  This  is  a  departure  from  tho  common  law  of 
England,  and  even  from  the  customs  of  the  Saxons  and 

Germans, 

The  common  law  of  England  jealously  defends  tho  little 
property  of  the  slavo  x — his  jPcculium.  By  the  common  law 
of  Villainage,  in  England  and  Germafty,  he  could  acquire 
property  as  it  was  said  above,  and  could  transmit  it  to  his 
noire,  ,•  Something  of  tho  .sort  was  allowed  oven  at-  Rome. 
But  in  all  tho  slavo  States  this  is  strictly  forbidden.  A 
slavo  cannot  hold  property  solemnly  devised  to  him  by 
testament,  even  by  that  of  his  master.  This  provision, 
enforced  by  statute  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee, 
and  perhaps  all  the  slavo  States?,  is  more  rigorous  oven 
than  the  black  codes  of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
colonies. 
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By  tho  common  law,  tho  marriage  of  a  slave  was  sacred, 
as  thnfc  of  a  peer  of  tho  realm.  Tho  customs  of  Turkey 
regard  it  as  inviolable.  Even  tho  Roman  code  respected 
that,,  and  the  common  law,  by  making’  marriage  a'  sacra¬ 
ment,  rendered  it  perpetual.  u  Neither  bond  nor  free  may  ■ 
be  separated  from  tho  sacraments  of  the  Church/*  said  the 
Decretal  of  Gregory;  u  the  marriages  among  slaves  must 
not  be  hindered,  and  though  contracted  against  their  mas¬ 
ter's  will,  ought  not,  on  that  account,  to  bo  dissolved/' 
But  in  the  American  Jaw  tho  slave  cannot  contract  mar¬ 
riage.  In  North  Carolina  no  marriage  is  legal  between 
whites  and  persona  of  colour,  including  in  the  latter  term, 
all  descended  from  a  negro  to  the  fourth  generation. 

In  some  States  it  is  a  penal  offence  to  .teach  slaves  tho 
elements  of  common  learning.  By  the  recent  code  of 
Virginia,  any  ono  who  undertakes  to  teach  reading  or 
writing  to  slaves,  or  even  tree  coloured  pei-ons,  may  bo 
fined  from  $  ID  to  $100.  Tho  same  is  forbidden  in  Georgia. 
In  Alabama,  the  punishment  is  a  fine  from.  $250  do  $500  ; 
inMississippi  imprisonment  for  one  year.  Louisiana  for¬ 
bids  tho  teaching  of  slaves,  to  read  or  write,  and  prohibits 
any  one  from  using  language  in  public  discourse  or  private 
conversation,  having  a  tendency  to  produce  discontent 
among  the  free  coloured  population.  The  latter  offence  is 
punishable  <f  with  imprisonment  or  death,  at  tho  discretion 
of  the  court,”  This  antipathy  to  the  education  of  the 
coloured  race  extends  even  to  the  free  States.  It  is  not 
unknown  in  Now  England.  Tho  State  of  Ohio  established 
schools  in  1829  for  “  the  white  youth  of  every  class  and 
grade  without  distinction.” 

According  to  tho  alleged  precept  of  Mahomet,  slaves  ore 
supposed  to  bo  bound  by  feebler  social  and  civil  obliga¬ 
tions  than  freemen,  and  thus  common  offences  receive  but 
half  the  punishment  of  tho  free.  Such,  it  is  said,  is  tho 
common  law  of  Mahometans  in  Turkey  and  tho  East.  In 
Virginia  there  are  six  capital  offences  for  a  freeman, 
seventy-one  for  a  slave.  In  Mississippi  thoro  arc  thirty- 
eight  offences  for  which  a  slave  must  bo  punished  with 
death, — not  one  of  which  is  a  capital  crime  m  a  free  white 
man.  In  some  States  the  law  is  milder,  but  in  nono  does 
the  Christian  Republican  of  Anglo-Saxon  descent  imitate 
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tho  humanity  of  the  Mussulman,  and  legally  favour  the 
weaker  part-  —  correcting  slaves  as  the  children  of  the 
State. 

Many  offences  for  which  a  slave  is  severely  punished 
are  net  wrongs  by  nature,  sins  against  tho  universal  and 
divine-  law,  but  only  crimes  by  statute.  Thus  in  Missis¬ 
sippi,  if  a  slave  bo  found  “fire-hunting  ”  he  is  punishable 
(!  with  thirty-nine  lashes,  well  laid  on  his  bare  back.”  In 
the  same  State,  if  a  slave  be  fonnd  out  of  the  limits  of  tho 
town,  or  off  tho  plantation  where  ho  usually  works,  “  any 
one  may  apprehend  and  punish  him  with  whipping  on  the 
bare  back,  not-  exceeding  twenty  lashes.”  If  he  refuses  to 
submit  to  the  examination  of  any  white  person,  “  such 
white  person  may  apprehend  and  moderately  correct  him, 
and  if  ho  shall  assault  and  strike  such  white  person,  ho 
may  bo  lawfully  killed.”  Louisiana  lias  a  similar  law,  and 
also  punishes  any  slave  or  free  coloured  person  exercising 
tho  functions  of  a  minister  of  tho  Gospel,  with  thirty-nine 
lashes.  In  Virginia  a  slave  or  free  coloured  person  may 
bo  beaten  with  twenty  lashes  for  being  found  at  any  school 
for  teaching  reading  and  writing.  In  South  Carolina  he  ia 
forbidden  to  wear  any  but  the  coarsest  garments. 

The  Homan  code  allowed  emancipation  ;  the  customs  of 
England  and  Germany  favoured  it.  The  Christian-  Church 
often  favoured  and  recommended  it.  In  the  Homan  Em¬ 
pire,  the  advance  of  humanity  continually  rendered  it  easy 
and  common.  A  slave  sick,  and  derelict  of  his  master, 
recovering,  claimed  legally  his  freedom  for  salvage  of  him¬ 
self.  But  in  America  tho  laws  constantly  throw  obstacles 
in  its  way.  In  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi  no  man  can  emancipate  any  slave,  except  by 
authority  of  the  legislature,  granted  by  a  special  enact¬ 
ment  convoying  tho  power.  In  Georgia,  a  will,  sotting 
free  a  slave,  is  bo  far  null  and  void,  and  any  person  attempt¬ 
ing  to  execute  it  shall  be  fused  Si  000.  In  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  it  is  less  difficult;  but  even  there  no 
man  is  allowed  to  emancipate  a  slave  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  creditors; — or  in  Virginia,  Mississippi,  and  Kentucky, 
to  the  lessening  of  his  widow's  dower,  the  common  law' 
favours  three  things — life,  liberty,  and  dower; — tho  law  of 
these  three  States  sacrifices  tho  liberty  of  slaves  to  the 
dower  of  a  widow.  Emancipation  must  bo  made  with 
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most  formal  and  technical  minuteness,  or  the  act  is  void. 
Docs  the  master  solemnly  covenant  with  hia  slave  to  eman¬ 
cipate  him  ?  the  contract  can  be  revoked  at  the  master’s 
will.  No  extraordinary  servico  of  the  slave,  except  in 
North  Carolina,  would  bo  held  “a  good  consideration” 
and  sufficient  to  bind  the  bargain.  In  some  States,  as 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  in  fact — no  person  under  thirty 
nor  over  fivo-and-forty  can  bo  emancipated. 

Take  all  the  slavo-lawa  of  the  United  States  together,  con¬ 
sider  the  race  that  has  made  them,  their  religion,  the  politi¬ 
cal  ideas  of  their  government,  that  it  is  in  the  nineteenth 
century  after  Christ,  and  they  form  the  most  revolting  work 
of  legislation  to  be  found  in  t  he  annals  of  any  pacific  peo¬ 
ple.  The  codes  -oftho  Barbarians  who  sat  on  the  ruins  of 
the  Roman  Empire — tho  Burgundians,  Bavarians,  the 
Allemanni,  with  the  Visigoths  and  their  northern  kin — 
have  left  enactments  certainly  more  terrible  in  themselves. 
But  tho  darkness  of  that  period  shrouds  all  those  bar¬ 
barian  legislations  in  a  general  and  homogeneous  gloom  ; 
and  bore,  it  is  “  tho  freest  and  most  enlightenod  nation  of 
tho  world,”  who  keeps,  extends,  &&d  intensifies  the  dread¬ 
ful  statutes  which  make  mo n  only  things,  binds  thorn  ami 
soils  them  as  brute  cattle.  In  1102,  tho  council  of  London 
decreed  that  ‘'hereafter  no  one  shall  presume  to  carry  on 
‘Hho  nefarious  business  in  which,  hitherto,  men  in  England 
aro  wont  to  bo  sold  as  bruto  beasts.”  Tho  churches  of 
America  havo  no  voice  of  rebuke — no  word  of  entreaty — 
when  Christian  clergymen  sell  their  brothers  in  tho  market. 
Tho  flag  of  America  and  tho  majesty  of  tho  law  defend  that 
“  business,”  which  the  Anglo-Saxon  bishops, seven  hundred 
and  forty-nve  years  ago,  looked  on  as  ”  nefarious,”  turfariutn 
wgotium.  M.  de  Tocquevillo  regarded  the  American  slave- 
ccdo  8'!-  <{  Legislation  stained  by  unparalleled  atrocities  :  a 
despotism  directed  against  tho  human  mind ;  legislation 
which  forbids  tho  slaves  to  bo  taught  to  read  and  write, 
and  which  aims  to  sink  them  tvs  nearly  as  possible  to  the 
level  of  the  brutes.” 

Tho  effect  of  slavery"  appears  in  tho  general  legislation  of 
tho  South.  In  wisdom  and  humanity  it  is  far  behind  the 
North.  It  is  there  that  laws  are  most  bloody ;  punish¬ 
ments  moat  barbarous  and  vindictive ;  that  irregular 
violence  takes  most  often  the  place  of  legal  procedure ; 
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that  equity  is  least  suro  even  for  the  freo  whites  themselves. 
One  end  of  the  slave’s  chain  is  round  the  master’s  neck. 
“  Justice,”  says  a  proverb,  “  has  feet  of  wool  but  iron 
hands.”  The  slave-drivers  whip  and  tho  bowie-knife  of 
tho  American  have  a  near  relation. 

Some  of  tho  Southern  States  have  enacted  remarkable 
laws  to  this  effect:  That  when  any  free  negro  or  person  of 
colour  arrives  in  any  vessel  at  a  Southern  port,  he  shall  bo 
shut  up  in  prison  until  tho  departure  of  tho  vessel,  tho 
owner  of  tho  vessel  paying  tho  costs.  By  this  law  the  freo 
citizens  of  tho  freo  States  nro  continually  imprisoned  in 
South  Carolina  and  Louisiana.  This  is  not  only  a  violation 
of  tho  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but  it  is  contrary 
to  tho  common  customs  of  Christian  nations  ;  a  law  with¬ 
out  a  parallel  in  their  codes  ;  a  result  which  Gouvorneur 
Morris  did  not  anticipate  in  1787,  when  ho  made  his  satiri¬ 
cal  calculation  of  tho  value  of  tho  Union  to  tho  North. 

Tho  iniquity  of  tho  code  of  tho  slave  States  has  passed 
into  somo  enactments  of  tho  general  government  of  the 
Union.  In  1793,  a  law  was  made  by  Congress  to  this 
effect :  A  fngitivo  slave  escaping  into  a  free  State — and 
consequently  any  man  claimed  to  bo  such — may  bo  seized 
by  tho  master  or  his  agent,  and  carried  back  to  slavery 
without  the  intervention  of  a  trial  by  jury  to  determine 
whether  the  man  is  a  slave — simply  by  a  trial  before  “  any' 
judge  of  the  circuit  or  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
residing  or  being  within  tho  State,  or  before  any  magis¬ 
trate  of  tho  county,  city,  or  town  corporate  where  such 
seizure  or  arrest  shall  bo  made.”  Tho  proof  required  that 
the  man  is  a  slavo  is  by  “ oral  testimony  or  affidavit”  of 
tho  parties  interested  in  tho  man’s  capture.  This  is  a  de¬ 
parture  from  the  customs  of  your  fathers  ;  a  departure 
which  tho  common  law  of  England  would  not  justify  at 
any  time  since  tho  Norman  conquest.  The  trial  by  jury 
lias  been  regarded  the  great  safeguard  of  personal  freedom  ; 
even  in  the  dark  ages  of  English  law  it  was  the  right  of 
every  man,  of  every  fugitive  slave,  when  his  person  was  in 
peril.  Hud  a  slave  escaped  with  his  children,  and  re¬ 
mained  somo  time  a  freeman — statu  liber ;  did  the  master 
lind  the  children  and  not  tho  father,  ho  could  not-  hold 
thorn  till  ho  caught  the  father,  and  by  a  jury-trial  proved 
his  claim.  In  the  United  States  the  laws  do  not  favour 
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liberty  in  cruse  of  men  bom  with  African  blood  in  their 
veins. 

Tho .  power  of  the  general  government  has  be>  on  con* 
tinually  exorcised  against  this  class  of  Americans.  It  pur¬ 
sues  them  after  tkoy  have  taken  refuge  with  the  Indians; 
it  has  sullied  tho  American  name  by  vainly  asking  tho 
monarch  of  England  to  deliver  up  fugitive  American  slaves 
who  had  lied  to  Canada  and  sought  freedom  under  her 
fl«g. 

The  Federal  Government  established  slavery  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  in  various  Territories,  and  approved  tho 
constitutions  of  eight  new  States  which  aim:  to  perpetuate 
tho  institution. 

For  a  long  time  the  House  of  Representatives  refused 
to  receive  “  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions,  and  pro¬ 
positions  relating  in  anyway  or  to  any  extent  whatever  to  tho 
subject  of  slavery.”  Thus  have  the  f‘  unalienable  rights  ” 
of  man  been  trampled  under  foot  by  the  government  of 
the  most  powerful  Republic  in  the  wqrld.  But  last  sum¬ 
mer,  in  the  city  of  Washington  two  ‘women  were  sold  ns 
slaves,  on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  her 
marshal,  at  public  auction  1 

But  let  us  look  at  tho  political  muter  of  slavery.  Tho 
existence  of  3,000,000  slaves  in  the  heart  of  tho  nation, 
witli  interests  hostile  to  their  masters,  weakens  the  effective 
force  of  tho  nation  in  a  time  of  war.  It  was  found  to  bo 
so  in  the  Revolution,  and  in  tho  late  war.  The  slave  States 
oiler  a  most  vulnerable  point  of  attack.  Dot  an  enemy 
offer  freedom  to  all  tho  slaves  who  would  join  the  standard 
— they  will  find  “  in  every  negro  a  decided  friend,”  and 
tho  South  could  not  stand  with  millions  of  foes  scattered 
through  all  parts  of  her  territory.  Have  the  slaves  arms? 
There  are  firebrands  on  every  hearth.  During  tho  Revo¬ 
lution  many  thousands  escaped  from  South  Carolina  alone. 
At  tho  conclusion  of  the  last  wav  with  England  she  offered 
to  pay  $  1,2(4,000  as  tho  value  of  tho  slaves  who,  in  a 
brief  period,  had  taken  shelter  beneath  her  flag.  What  if 
England  had  armed  them  as  soldiers — to  revenge  the  coun¬ 
try  and  burn  the  towns  '(  Will  a  future  enemy  bo  so  re¬ 
luctant?  Tho  fooling  of  the  civilized  world  revolts  at  our 
inhumanity.  The  English,  for  reasons  no  longer  existing, 
took  little  pains  to  avail  themselves  of  tho  weapon  thus 
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thrust  into  their  hands.  In  the  time  of  our  troubles  with 
France,  when  war  was  expected,  General  Washington  had 
serious  apprehensions  from  this  source.  Even  in  1750, 
during  the  French  war,  Govornor  Dinwiddio  of  Virginia 
did  not  f<  dare  venture  to  part  with  any  of  our  white  men 
any  distance,  as  wo  must  have  a.  watchful  eye  over  our 
negro  slaves.” 

The  Revolutionary  war  showed  the  respective  military' 
abilities  of  North  and  South,  and  their  respective  devotion 
to  their  country’s  cause.  It  is  not  easy,  perhaps  not  pos¬ 
sible,  to  ascertain  the  sums  of  money  furnished  by  the  par¬ 
ticular  States,  for  the  purposes  of  that  war;  the  number 
of  men  it  is  easy  to  learn.  Taking  the  census  of  1790  as 
the  standard,  the  six  slave  States  had  a  free  population  of 
1 ,852 ,504,  or,  including  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  1 ,30  1 ,372. 
Let  us  suppose,  that  during  the  Revolution,  from  1775  to 
1783,  the  number  was  but  two-thirds  ns  great,  or  1,307,549. 
In  those  States  there  were  657,52 7 slaves, nil  the  other  States 
had  likewise  slaves  ;  but  in  Now  England  there  were  but 
88SG,  their  influence  quite  inconsiderable  in  military  affairs. 
Let  us  therefore  compare  the  number  of  men  furnished  for 
the  war  by  New  England  and  the  six  slave  States.  In 
1790  the  population  of  New  England  was  1,009,823.  But 
let  us  suppose,  as  before,  that  from  1775  to  1783,  it  was, 
on  an  average,  but  two-thirds  as  large,  or  673,2 15.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  nine  years  of  Revolutionary  war,  New  England 
furnished  for  the  continental  army  119,305  men;  while 
the  slave  States,  with  a  free  population  of  1,307,549,  furn¬ 
ished  but  59,330  men  for  the  continental  army.  Besides 
that,  the  slave  States  furnished  10/123  militia  men,  and 
Now  England  29,324. 

Let  ua  compare  n  slave  State,  and  a  free  one,  of  about 
equal  population.  In  1790,  South  Carolina  contained 
249,073  persons;  Connecticut,  238,141.  Supposing  the 
population,  during  the  war,  only  two-thirds  as  groat  as  in 
1790,  then  Smith  Carolina  contained  166,018,  and  Con¬ 
necticut  158,760  persons.  During  the  nine  years  of  the 
war,  South  Carolina  sent  6417  soldiers  to  tho  continental 
army,  and  Connecticut  32,039.  In  1790,  Massachusetts 
contained  475,257  souls ;  during  tho  Revolution,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  above  ratio,  316,838.  While  tho  six  slave 
States,  with  their  free  population  of  1,307,549,  furnished 
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but  59,336  soldiers  for  the  continental  army,  and  10,123 
militia  men,  Massachusetts  alone  sent  68,007  soldiers  to 
the  continental  army,  and  15,155  militia.  'Them,  shoulder 
to  shoulder,  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina  wont 
through  the  Revolution,  and  felt  the  great  arm  of  Washing¬ 
ton  lean  on  them  both  for  support. 

By  the  Constitution  of  the.  United  States,  in  iho  appor¬ 
tionment  of  representatives  to  Congress,  live  slaves  count 
the  same  ns  three  freemen.  This  is  a  provision  unknown 
in  former  national  codes,  resting  on  a  principle  un-demo- 
era  tic,  detrimental  to  liberty,  and  hitherto  unheard  of :  the 
principle  of  allowing  parts  of  a  nation  political  power  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  which  they  hold  in  bond¬ 
age.  It  would  have  astonished  the  heathen  democracy  of 
Athens  long  centuries  ago.  By  this  arrangement,  from 
1789  to  1792,  the  South  gained  seven  representatives  in 
the  first  Congress  ;  from  1795  to  1813— fourteen  ;  from 
1813  to  1823— nineteen  ;  from  1823  to  1833 — twenty-two  ; 
from  1833  to  1813 — twenty-five.  By  the  last  apportion¬ 
ment  bill,  one  representative  is  allowed  for  70,680  freemen, 
or  a  proportionate  number  of  slaves.  By  this  arrangement, 
in  a  house  of  only  225  members,  the  South  gains  twenty 
representatives  on  account  of  her  slaves — moro  than  ono- 
twelfth  part  of  iho  whole. 

At  present  the  North  has  188  representatives  for 
9,728,922  souls;  or  9,727,893  freemen;  one  representa¬ 
tive  for  each  70,492  freemen.  Tho  South  has  87  representa¬ 
tives.  There  are  within  tho  slave  States  4,848,105  freemen  ; 
they  have  one  representative  for  each  55,725  free  persons. 

In  the  next  Presidential  election  tho  North  will  have  166 
electoral  votes;  the  South  117.  The  North  lias  an  elec¬ 
toral  vote  for  each  52,576  freemen  ;  tho  South  one  for  each 
41,430.  Part  of  this  difference  is  due  to  tho  fact  that  in 
the  South  there  are  several  small  States.  But  twenty  elec¬ 
toral  votes  are  given  by  the  South,  on  account  of  her  pro¬ 
perty  in  slaves.  But  if  slaves  are  merely  property  :  here 
is  no  reason  why  Southern  negroes  should  be  represented 
in  Congress  more  than  tho  spindles  of  the  North. 

But  tho  South  pays  direct  taxes  for  her  slaves  in  tho 
same  proportion.  A  direct  tax  has  been  resorted  to  only 
four  bune:i  si  mo  1789  by  the  General  Government,  viz.  ii, 
1798,  1813,  1814,  and  *1816.  The  wholo  amount  assessed 
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is  $  14,000,000,  Of  tliis  about  012,750,000  was  actually 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  though  part  in 
a  depreciated  currency.  Of  that  the  South  paid  for  her 
slaves,  if  the  computation  bo  correct,  only  $1,250,558. 

In  1887  the  surplus  revenue  of  too  Union,  amounting  to 
$37,468,859  97,  was  distributed  among  the  several  States 
in  proportion  io  their  electoral  votes.  By  the  census  of 
1880,  the  North  had  7,008,451  free  persons,  and  the  South 
bat  3,823,289.  The  free  States  received  $21,410,777  12, 
and  too  slave  States  $16,058,082  85.  Bach  freeman  of 
the  North  received  but  $3  05,  while  each  freeman  of  the 
South  received  #4  20  in  that  division. 

At  that  time  the  South  had  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  doctoral  votes,  of  which  twenty-five  were  on  account  of 
her  sfove-mpretoniafcion.  She  therefore  received  by  that 
arrangement  $3,188,127  50  on  account  of  fcho  representa¬ 
tion  of  her  slaves.  From  that  if  wo  deduct  the  $1,250,553 
paid  by  her  as  direct-  taxes  on  her  slaves,  there  is  left 
$1,929,574  50,  as  the  bonus  which  the  South  has  received 
from  the  treasury  of  the  nation  on  account  of  the  represent¬ 
ation  of  slaves — Southern  property  represented  m  Con¬ 
gress.  To  this  we  must  add  $57,556,  which  the  South  re¬ 
ceived  in  1842  from  the  sale  of  public  land  on  account  of 
her  slaves,  the  sum  is  $1,987,180  50.  Mr  Knekney  was 
right  when  he  said  the  terms  were  not  bad  for  the  South. 

Slavery  diverts  the  freeman  from  industry,  from  science, 
from  letters  and  the  elegant  Arte.  It  has  been  grid  to  qualify 
him  for  politics.  As  political  matters  have  been  managed 
in  the  United  States  in  this  century,  the  remark  seems 
justified  by  the  foots.  Elections  are  not  accidents.  Of  the 
eight-  presidents  elected  in  the  nineteenth  century,  six 
were  born  in  the  South — children  of  the  slave  States.  No 
northern  man  has  ever  twice  been  elected  to  the  highesfc- 
olHce  of  the  nation.  A  similar  result  appears  in  too  ap¬ 
pointment  of  important  officers  by  the  .President  himself. 
From  1789  to  1845,  one  hundred  and  seventy  appointments 
wore  made  of  ministers  and  charges  to  foreign  powers ;  of 
these,  seventy-eight  were  filled  from  to®  North,  ninety-two 
from  tho  South.  Of  the  seventy-four  ministers  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  sent  to  Europe  before  1846,  forty-tome  were  from 
the  slave  States.  There  have  boon  fifteen  judges  of  the 
supremo  court  from  the  North ;  eighteen  from  too  South.. 
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Tho  office  of  A  t  to  rn  cy  -  go  a  o  nil  has  been  four  times  filled 
by  Northern  men,  fourteen  times  by  men  from  tho  slave 
States.  Out  of  thirty  Congresses,  eleven  only  have  had  a 
speaker  from  tho  North.  These  are  significant  facts,  and 
plainly  show  the  aptitude  of  Southern  men  to  manage  tho 
political  affairs  of  America.  There  are  pilots  for  fair 
weather;  pilots  also  only  trusted  in  a  storm. 


VII. 


SLAVERY  CO  K  SI!)  EH  ED  AS  A  WRONG. 

I  am  now  to  speak  of  slavery  considered  as  a  wrong,  an 
offence  against  tho  natural  and  eternal  laws  of  God.  You  all 
know-  it  is  wrong — a  crime  against  humanity,  a  sin  before 
Almighty  God.  Tho  great-  men  who  call  slavery — right 
and  just; — do  they  not  know-  bettor?  Tho  little  and 
humble  men  who  listen  to  their  speech — do  not  wo  all 
know  bettor  ?  Yes,  wo  ail  know  that-  slavery  is  a  sin  be¬ 
fore  God ; — is  tho  union  of  many  sins.  On  this  theme  I 
will  say  but  a  word. 

The  Homan  code  declares  liberty  tho  natural  estate  of 
man,  but  calls  slavery  an  institution  of  positive  law,  by 
which  one  man  is  made  subject  to  another,  contrary  to 
nature.  By  the  Hebrew  law  it-  was  a  capital  offence  to  steal 
a  men  and  sell  him,  or  hold  him  as  a  slave. 

Now  if  that  doctrine  bo  true  which  tho  American  people 
once  solemnly  declared  self-evident — that  nil  men  are 
created  with  equal  rights — then  every  slave  in  the  United 
States  is  stolon.  Then  slavery  is  a  continual  and  aggra¬ 
vated  theft.  It  matters  not  that  tho  slave's  mother  was 
stolon  before.  To  take  tho  child  of  a  slavo  must  be  theft 
as  much  ns  to  take  the  child  of  a  freemnn;  it  i?  stealing 
mankind.  He  that  murders  a  child  has  i\o  defence  in  the 
fact  that  he  first  murdered  tho  sire. 

When  wo  hear  that  the  Emperor  of  .Russia  or  Austria, 
for  some  political  opinion,  shuts  a  man  in  tho  Spielberg, 
or  sends  him  to  Siberia,  for  life — wo  pity  tho  victim  of  such 
despotic  power,  thinking  his  natural  rights  debarred. 
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But  the  defence  is  that  the  man  had  ah  own  himself  dan¬ 
gerous  to  tho  welfare  of  the  State,  and  so  had  justly 
forfeited  his  rights.  When  wo  reduce  a  man  to  a  slave, 
making  him  a  thing — wo  can  plead  no  extenuation  of  tho 
offence.  Tho  slave  is  only  “guilty  of  a  skin  not  coloured 
like  our  own,” — guilty  of  the  misfortune  to  bo  weak  and 
unprotected.  For  this  he  is  deprived  of  his  liberty ;  ho 
and  his  children. 

Slavery  is  against  nature.  It  3ms  no  foundation  in  tho 
permanent  nature  of  man,  in  tho  nature  of  things,  none  in 
the  eternal  law  of  God,  as  reason  and  conscience  declare 
that  law.  Its  foundation  is  tho  selfishness,  tho  tyranny  of 
strong  men.  Wo  all  know  it  is  so — the  little  and  the 
great.  Better  say  it  at  once,  and  with  Mr  Iiutledgo  de¬ 
clare  that  religion  and  humanity  have  nothing  to  do  with 
tho  matter,  than  make  tho  miserable  pretence  that  it  is 
consistent  with  'reason  and  accordant  with  Christianity  ; 
even  the  boys  know  bettor. 

In  the,  last  century  your  lathers  cried  out  to  God  against 
the  oppressions  laid  on  them  by  England,  justly  cried  out. 
Yet  those  oppressions  were  bat  littlo  things — a  tax  on 
sugar,  parchment,  paper,  tea ;  nothing  but  a  tax,  allowing 
no  voice  in  tho  granting  thereof  or  its  spending.  They 
went  to  war  for  an  abstraction — the  great  doctrine  of 
human  rights.  They  declared  themselves  free,  free  by  right 
of  birth,  free  because  born  men  and  children  of  God.  For 
the  justice  of  their  cause  they  made  solemn  appeal  to  God 
Most  High.  What  was  the  oppression  the  fathers 
suffered,  to  this  their  sons,  commit  ?  It  is  no  longer  a 
question  about  taxes  and  representatives,  a  duty  on  sugar, 
parchment,  paper,  tea,  but  tho  liberty,  tho  persona,  tho 
lives  of  three  millions  of  men  aro  in  question.  You  Imvo 
taken  their  liberty,  their  persons,  and  render  their  lives 
bitter  by  oppression.  Was  it  right  in  your  fathers  to  draw 
the  sword  and  sky  tho  oppressor,  who  taxed  them  for  hi  sown 
purpose,  taking  but  their  money,  nor  much  of  that  ?  Wore 
your  fathers  noble  men  for  their  resistance  ?  when  they 
fell  in  battle  did  they  fall  “  in  the  sacred  cause  of  God  and 
their  connin'  ?  ”  .Do  you  build  monuments  to  tkoir 
memory  and  write  thereon,  u  Sacred  to  liberty  and  tho 
rights  of  mankind  ?  ”  Do  you  speak  of  Lexington  and 
Bunker-Hill  as  spots  most  dear  in  tho  soil  of  tho  Now 
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world,  the  Zion  of  freedom,  tho  Thormepyke  of  raxivera&l 
right  '•  Do  you  honour  the  name  of  Washington  far  beyond 
all  political  names  of  conqueror  or  king?  Hot*  then  can 
you  justify  your  oppression  ?  ho  it  refuse  to  admit  that  the 
bondmen  of  tho  United  States  have  tho  same  right,  and  a 
far  stronger  inducement  to  draw  the  sword  nut!  smite  at 
your  very  life  ?  Surely  you  c.  ixnot  do  s<g  not  in  America ; 
never  till  Lexington  and  Bunker-Hill  arc  wiped  out  of  the 
earth  ;  never  til!  tho  history  of  your  own  Revolution  is  for¬ 
got;  never  till  the  names  of  tho  Adamses,  of  Jefferson,  of 
Washington,  are  expunged  from  tho  memory  of  men. 

'When  tho  rude  A  frican  who  rules  over  .Dahomey  or  tho 
Gaboon  country  burns  a  village  and  plunders  the  shrieking 
children  of  his  fellow-barbarians  to  soli  them  away  into 
bondage  for  ever,  Far  from  their  humble  but  happy  homes 
and  their  luxuriant  soil,  them  bread-fruit  and  their  palms, 
far  from  father  and  mother,  from  child  and  lover,  from  all 
tho  human  heart  cling?,  to  with  tendcrest  longing — you  are 
filled  with  horror  at  tho  deed.  ((  What  S  steal  a  man/’ 
ftf.y  you  ;  “  Groat  God,"  you  ask,  "  is  the  Gaboon  chiof- 
tain  a  man,  or  but  a  tailor  beast,  with  mind  more  cunning 
and  fax*- reaching  claws  ? "  That  chieftain  is  a  barbarian. 
Ho  knows  not  your  letters,  your  laws,  the  tenets  of  your 
religion.  Tho  nobler  nature  of  tho  man  sleeps  in  his  sav¬ 
age  breast.  His  only  plea  is — his  degrade, lion.  His  do 
fence  before  tho  world  and  before  God  is  this  :  He  in  a 
savage,  he  knows  no  law  but  force,  no  right  but  only  might 
alone.  For  that  plea  and  defence  the  civilized  man  must 
excuse  him,  perhaps  God  holds  him  guiltless. 

But  when  a  civil  Led  nation  comes,  with  all  tho  art  and 
science  which  mankind  has  learned  in  the  whole  lifetime  of 
tho  nice,  and  steals  tho  children  of  the  defenceless,  stimu¬ 
lating  the  savage  to  plunder  his  brothers  and  make  them 
.slaves,  tho  offence  1ms  no  such  excuse ;  it  is  a  conscious 
crime  ;  a  wrong  before  tho  judgment  of  tho  nations ;  a  sin 
oof ota  God. 

In  your  case  it  is  worse  still ;  tho  autocrat  of  all  the 
Russia#  may  have  no  theory'  of  man’s  unalienable  rights 
adverse  to  the  slavery  ho  aims  to  abolish  on  his  broad 
estates  and  wide-spread  realm  ;  tho  Bey  of  Tunis  deals  not 
in  abstractions,  in  universal  laws,  knows  nothing  of  un¬ 
alienable  rights  and  the  inborn  equality  of  man.  But  yon, 
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tho  peopk  -  '*  the  United  Stotts ;  you,  a  nation  of  free¬ 
men,  who  ov.o  allegiance  to  none;  you,  a  republic,  one  of 
the  foremost  nations  of  the  earth  ;  you  with  your  theories 
of  human,  universal  justice  ;  yon  who  earliest  made  national 
proclamation  to  mankind  of  human  right,  and  those  three 
political  ideas  whereon  the  groat  American  commonwealth 
now  stands  and  rests ;  you  who  profess  to  form  a  govern¬ 
ment  not  on  force,  but  law,  not  on  national  traditions,  but 
abstract  justice — the  nation's  constant  and  perpetual  will 
to  give  to  every  one  his  constant  and  perpetual  right:  you 
who  would  found  a  state  not  on  cannon  balls,  but  univer¬ 
sal  laws,  thoughts  of  God, — what  plea  can  you  put  forth  in 
your  defence  ? 

You  call  yourselves  Christians.  It  is  your  boast. 
f(  Christianity,”  say  tho  courts,  “  is  tho  common  law  of 
tho  land.”  You  have  a  religion  which,  tells  that  God  is 
the  Father,  equal,  just,  and  loving  to  all  mankind, — tho 
red  man,  whom  you  murdered,  and  the  black  man,  whom 
you  ha vo  laid  in  iron,  hurting  his  feet  with  fotters.  It 
tells  you,  all  are  brothers,  African,  American,  rod  man, 
and  black,  and  white.  It  tells  you,  as  your  highest  duty, 
to  love  God  with  all  your  heart;  to  love  his  justice,  lovo 
his  mercy,  lovo  his  lovo;  to  lovo  that  brother  as  yourself 
— tho  more  ho  needs,  to  love  him  still  the  more ;  that 
without  such  lovo  for  men  there  is  no  love  for  God,  The 
sacred  books  of  the  nation — read  in  all  pulpits,  sworn  over 
in  alt  courts  of  justice,  borne  oven  in  your  war-ships,  and 
sheltered  by  tho  battle-flag  of  your  armies — the  sacred 
books  of  the  nation  tell,  that  Jesus,  the  highest,  dearest 
revelation  of  God  to  men,  who  loved  them  all,  that  Ho  laid 
down  his  life  for  them,  for  all ;  and  hado  you  follow’  Him  ! 
What  is  a  natural  action  in  tho  savage,  a  mere  mistake  in 
the  despot  of  Turkey  or  of  Russia,  with  you  becomes  a  con¬ 
scious  and  fearful  wrong.  For  you  to  hold  your  brothers  in 
bondage,  to  keep  them  from  all  chance  of  culture,  growth 
in  mind,  or  heart,  or  soul ;  for  yon  to  breed  them  as  swine, 
and  beat  them  as  oxen ;  to  treat  them  as  mere  things, 
without  soul,  or  rights, — why,  what  was  a  mistake  in  po¬ 
litical  economy,  a  wrong  before  your  ideas  of  government, 
becomes  a  sin  foul  and  heinous  before  your  ideas  of  man, 
and  Christ,  and  God. 

When  you  remember  the  intelligence  of  this  ago,  its  ©c- 
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cumulated  stores  of  knowledge,  science,  art,  and  wealth 
of  matter  and  of  mind,  its  knowledge!  of  juBfcico  and  eternal 
right ;  whoa  you  consider  that  in  political  ideas  you  stand 
the  first  people  in  the  vanguard  of  mankind,  now  moving 
towards  new  and  peaceful  conquests  for  the  human  race  ; 
when  you  reflect  on  the  great  doctrines  of  universal  right  act 
forth  in  so  many  forms  amongst  you  by  tho  senator  and  the 
school-hoy ;  whoa  you  bring  homo  to  your  bosoms  the  n. - 
ligion  whose  sacred  words  ate  taught  in  that  Bible,  laid  up 
in  jour  churches,  reverently  kept  m  your  courts  of  justice, 
carried  under  tho  folds  of  your  flag  over  land  and  sen. — 
that  Bible,  by  millions  multiplied  and  spread  throughout 
the  peopled  world  in  every  barbarous  and  stammering 
tongue, — and  then  remember  that  slavery  is  hero ;  that 
throe  million  men  are  novr  by  Christian  Bepublican  Ameri¬ 
ca  held  in  bondage  worse  than  Egyptian,  hopeless  as  hell, 
— you  must  take  tin’s  matter  to  heart,  and  confess  that 
American  slavery  is  the  greatest,  foulest  wrong  which  man 
ever  did  to  man ;  the  most  hideous  and  detested  sin  a  na¬ 
tion  has  ever  committed  before  the  just,  all-bounteous  God 
— a  wrong  and  a  sin  wholly  without  excuse. 


CONCLUSION. 


Fsuow-Citizkks  of  America, 

You  see  some  of  too  effects  of  slavery  in  your  land. 
It  costs  you  millions  of  dollars  each  year.  If  there  had 
been  no  slaves  in  America  for  forty  years,  it  is  within 
bounds  to  say,  your  annual  earnings  would  be  three  hun¬ 
dred  million  dollars  more  than  now.  It  his  cost  you  also 
millions  of  men.  But  for  this  curse,  Yuginui  had  been 
as  populous  as  New  York,  as  rich  in  w  ealth  and  intelli¬ 
gence  ;  without  this  tho  freemen  of  the  South  must  have 
increased  os  rapidly  as  in  the  North,  and  at  this  day,  per¬ 
haps  five-and-twenfcy  million  men  would  rejoico  at  their 
welfare  in  tho  United  States.  Slavery  retards  industry  in 
all  its  forms  ;  the  education  of  tho  people  in  ail  its  forms. 
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'ntelieciual,  moral,  and  religious.  Ifc  hinders  the  applica- 
iou  of  those  great  political  ideas  of  America ;  hinders  the 
development  of  mankind,  the  organization  of  tbo  rights  of 
man  in  a  worthy  state,  society,  or  church.  Sach  effects 
are  the  Divine  sentence  against  the  cause  thereof. 

It  is  not  for  mo  to  point  out  tho  remedy  for  the  evil,  and 
show  how  it  can  bo  applied ;  that  is  work  for  those  men 
you  dignify  with  place  and  power.  I  pretend  not  to  give 
counsel  hero,  only  to  tell  the  warning  truth.  Will  you  say, 
that  in  the  free  States  also  there  is  oppression,  ignorance, 
and  want  and  crimo  ?  ’Tis  true.  But  on  excuse,  specious 
and  popular,  for  its  continuance,  is  this  :  that  tho  evils  of 
slavery  ore  bo  much  .worse,  mon  will  not  meddle  with  tho 
less  till  tho  greater  is  removed.  Men  are  so  wonted  to 
this  monstrous  wrong,  they  cannot  see  tho  little  wrongs 
with  which  modern  society  is  full ;  evils,  which  are  little 
only  when  compared  to  that.  When  this  shame  of  tho 
nation  is  wiped  off,  it  will  bo  easy,  seeing  more  cleavly,  to 
redress,  the  minor  ills  of  i^noranco  and  want  and  crime. 
But  there  is  one  bright  thing  connected  with  this  wrong. 
I  mean  the  heroism  which  wars  against  it  with  pure  hands ; 
historic  times  have  seen  no  chivalry  so  heroic. 

Not  long  ago  Europe  and  the  whole  Christian  world  rung 
with  indignation  at  tho  outrage  said  to  be  offered,  by  the 
Russian  government,  to  some  Polish  nuns  who  were  torn 
from  their  home,  driven  from  place  to  place,  brutally  beaten, 
and  vexed  with  continual  torments.  Bo  the  story  false  or 
true,  tho  ears  of  men  tingled  at  the  tale.  But  not  one  of 
the  nuns  was  sold.  Those  wrongs  committed  against  a 
few  defenceless  women  are  doubled,  trebled  in  America, 
and  hero  continually  applied  to  thousands  of  American 
women.  This  is  no  fiction ;  a  plain  fact,  and  notorious ; 
but  whose  oars  tingle  ?  Is  it  worse  to  abuse  a  few  white 
women  in  Russia,  than  a  nation  of  black  women  in 
America  ?  Is  that  worse  for  a  European  than  this  for  the 
democratic  republicans  of  America  ?  The  truth  must  be 
spoken ;  the  voice  of  the  bondman’s  blood  cries  out  to 
God  against  ns ;  His  justice  shall  raako  reply.  How  can 
America  ask  mere}',  who  has  never  shown  it  thero  ? 

Civilization  extends  everywhere :  the  Russian  and  the 
Hottentot  feel  its  influence.  Christian  men  send  the 
Bible  to  every  island  in  the  Pacific  sea.  Plenty  becomes 
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general ;  famine  but  rare.  The  arts  advance,  the  useful, 
the  beautiful,  with  rapid  steps.  Machines  begin  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  human  drudgery.  Comfort  gets  distributed 
through  their  influence,  more  widely  than  ancient  bene¬ 
factors  dared  to  dream.  What  were  luxuries  to  our  fathers, 
attainable  only  by  the  rich,  now  find  their  way  to  tho 
humble  home.  War — tho  old  demon  which  once  possessed 
each  strong  nation,  making  it  deaf  and  blind,  bat  yet  ex¬ 
ceeding  fierce,  so  that  no  feebler  ono  could  pass  near  and 
be  safe — war  is  losing  his  hold  of  tho  human  race,  tho 
devil  getting  cast  out  by  the  finger  of  God,  Tho  day  of 
peace  begins  to  dawn  upon  mankind,  wandering  so  long 
m  darkness,  and  watching  for  that  happy  star.  Science, 
letters,  religion,  break  down  tho  barriers  betwixt  man  and 
man,  'twixt  class  and  class.  The  obstacles  which  severed 
nations  once  now  join  them.  Trade  mediates  between 
land  and  land — the  gold  entering  where  steel  could  never 
force  its  way.  New  powers  aro  developed  to  hasten  the 
humanizing  work  ;  they  post  o*er  land  and  ocean  without 
rest,  or  servo  our  bidding  while  thoy  stand  and  wait.  Tho 
very  lightning  como3  down,  is  caught,  and  raado  the  errand- 
boy  of  the  nations.  Steamships  are  shooting  across  tho 
ocean,  weaving  East  and  West  in  ono  united  web.  Tho  sol¬ 
dier  yields  to  the  merchant.  Tho  man-child  of  the  old  world, 
young  but  strong,  carries  bread  to  his  father  in  the  hour  of 
need.  The  ambassadors  of  scionco,  lottors  and  the  arts,  come 
from  tho  old  world  tu  reside  near  tho  court  of  tho  new,  tell¬ 
ing  truth  for  the  common  wolfare  of  all.  Tho  genius  of 
America  sends  also  its  first-fruits  and  a  scion  of  its  own 
green  tree,  a  token  of  future  blessings,  to  the  parent  land. 
Those  things  help  tho  great  synthesis  of  the  human  race,  tho 
reign  of  peace  on  earth,  of  good-will  amongst  all  mon. 

Everywhere  in  tho  old  world  tho  poor,  the  ignorant,  and 
tho  oppressed,  get  lookod  after  as  nover  beforo.  Tho  hero 
of  force  is  falling  behind  the  times ;  tho  boro  of  thought, 
of  love,  is  felt  to  deserve  tho  homage  of  mankind. 
The  Pope  of  Rome  himself  essays  the  reformation  of 
Italy ;  tho  King  of  Denmark  sets  free  the  slaves  in  his 
dominions,  East  and  West;  the  Russian  Emperor  Liberates 
his  serfs  from  tho  milder. bondage  of  tho  Sclavonian  race; 
his  brother  monarch  of  'Turkey  will  havo  no  slave-market 
in  the  Mahometan  metropolis,  no  shambles  there  for  human 
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flesh  ;  the  Boy  of  Tunis  cannot  bear  a  slavo  ;  it  grioves  his 
Islamitish  heart,  swarthy  African  though  ho  be. 

Yet  amid  all  this  continual  advance,  America,  tho  first 
of  the  foremost  nations  to  proclaim  equality,  and  human 
rights  inborn  with  all ;  the  first  confessedly  to  form's  state 
on  nature’s  law — America  restores  barbarism;  will  still 
hold  slaves.  More  despotic  than  Russia,  more  barbarous 
than  the  chieftain  of  Barbary,  eho  establishes  ferocity  by 
federal  law.  There  is  suffering  enough  amongst  tho  weak 
and  poor  in  the  cities  of  tho  free  laborious  North.  England 
has  her  misery  patent  to  the  oye,  and  Ireland  her  looped 
and  windowed  raggedness,  her  loan  and  brutal  want.  So 
it  is  every whoro ;  there  is  sadness  amid  all  tho  splendours 
of  modem  scienco  and  civilization,  though  far  less  than 
ever  before.  But  amidst  tho  ills  of  Cliristendom,  tho  sad¬ 
dest  and  most  ghastly  spectacle  on  earth  is  American 
slavery.  Tho  misery  of  the  old  world  grows  less  and  less  ; 
tho  monster-vico  of  America,  to  make  itself  moro  awful 
yet,  must  drag  your  cannon  to  invade  new  lands. 

I  havo  addressed  you  as  citizons,  members  of  tho  state. 
I  cannot  forget  that  you  aro  men;  arc  members  of  the 
great  brotherhood  of  man,  children  of  the  one  and  blessed 
God,  whoso  equal  love  has  only  mado  to  bless  us  nil,  who 
will  not  suffer  wrong  to  pass  without  its  due.  Think  of 
tho  nation’s  deed,  done  continually  and  afresh.  God  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  your  brother's  blood,  long  crying  from 
the  ground;  His  justico  asks  you  oven  now,  America, 
where  is  thy  BROTHER  ?  This  is  tho  answer  which  America 
must  give :  u  Lo,  he  is  there  in  the  rice-swamps  of  tho 
South,  in  her  fields  teeming  with  cotton  and  tho  luxuriant 
ca.no.  Ho  was  weak  and  I  seized  him ;  naked  and  I  bound 
him;  ignorant,  poor  and  savage,  and  I  over-mastered  him. 
I  laid  on  his  feebler  shoulders  my  griovous  yoke.  I  havo 
chained  him  with  my  fetters;  beat  him  with  my  whip. 
Other  tyrants  had  dominion  ovor  him,  but  my  fingor  was 
thicker  than  their  loins.  I  have  branded  the  mark  of  my 
power,  with  red-hot  iron,  upon  his  human  flesh.  I  am  fed 
with  his  toil ;  fat,  voluptuous  on  his  sweat,  and  tears,  and 
blood.  I  sfcolo  tho  father,  stole  also  tho  sous,  and  set  them 
to  toil ;  his  wife  and  daughters  are  a  pleasant  spoil  to  me. 
Bohold  the  children  also  of  thy  servant  and  his  hand¬ 
maidens — sons  swarthier  than  their  sire.  Askest  Thou  for 
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tho  African  ?  I  found  him  a  barbarian.  I  have  made  him 
a  beast.  Lo.  there  Thou  hast  what  ia  thine.” 

That  voice  shall  speak  again  :  u  America,  why  dost  thou 
uso  him  thus — thino  equal,  born  with  rights  the  samo  as 
thine  ?  ” 

America  may  answer:  C(  Lord,  I  knew  not  the  negro 
had  a  right  to  freedom.  I  rejoiced  to  eat  the  labours  of  the 
slave ;  my  great  men,  North  and.  South,  fchoy  told  mo 
shvery  was  no  wrong ;  I  knew  no  better,  but  believed 
their  word,  for  they  are  groat,  0  Lord,  and  excellent.” 

That  same  voico  may  answer  yet  again,  quoting  tho  na¬ 
tion’s  earliest  and  most  patriotic  words :  “  (  All  men  are  cre¬ 
ated  equal,  nud  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  unalienable 
right  s — tho  right  to  life,  to  liberty,  and  tho  pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness/  America,  what  further  falsehood  wilt  thou  speak  ?  ” 

Tho  nation  may  reply  again :  fi  True,  Lord,  all  that  is 
written  in  the  nation’s  creed,  writ  by  my  greatest  spirits 
in  their  greatest  hour.  But  since  then,  why,  holy  men 
have  come  and  told  me  in  Thy  name  that  slavery  was 
good ;  was  right ;  that  Thou  thyself  didst  onco  establish 
it  on  earth,  and  He  who  spoko  Thy  words  spoke  nought 
against  this  thing.  I  kavo  believed  these  men,  for  tkoy  aro 
holy  men,  0  Lord,  and  excellent.” 

Then  may  that  Judge  of  all  the  earth  tako  down  tho 
Gospel  from  the  pulpit’s  desk,  and  read  these  few  plain 
woras  :  “  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart;  and  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  What¬ 
soever  ye  would  that  others  should  do  to  you,  do  also  even 
so  to  them.” 

'  Further  might  Ho  speak  and  say :  u  While  tho  poor 
Mussulman,  whom  thou  call’st  pagan  and  shut’st  out  from, 
heaven,  sets  free  nil  men,  how  much  more  art  thou  thyself 
condemned ;  yea,  by  the  Biblo  which  thou  sendcst  to  tho 
outcasts  of  tho  world  ?  ” 

Across  tho  stage  of  time  tho  nations  pass  in  the  solemn 
pomp  of  their  historical  procession ;  what  kingly  forms 
sweep  by,  leading  tho  nations  of  tho  past,  the  present  ago  ! 
Lot  them  pass — their  mingled  good  and  ill.  A  great  peo¬ 
ple  now  comes  forth,  tho  newest  born  of  nations,  tho  latest 
hope  of  mankind,  tho  heir  of  sixty  centuries — the  bride¬ 
groom  of  the  virgin  West.  First  come  those  Pilgrims, 
few  and  far  between,  who  knelt  on  the  sands  of  a  wilder- 
o  • 
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is  ess,  whose  depth  they  know  not,  nor  yet  its  prophecy, 
who  meekly  trusting  in  their  God,  in  want  and  war,  but 
wanting  not  in  faith,  kid  with  their  prayers  the  deep 
foundations  of  the  State  and  Church.  Then  follow  more 
majestic  men,  bringing  great  truths  for  all  mankind,  seized 
from  the  heaven  of  thought,  or  caught,  ground-lightning, 
rushing  from  the  earth ;  and  on  their  banners  have  they 
writ  these  words:  Equality  akd  ikuokk  Rights.  Then 
comes  the  one  with  venerable  face,  who  ruled  alike  the 
senate  and  the  camp,  and  at  whoso  feet  the  attendant  years 
spread  garlands*  laurel-wreaths,  calling  him  first  in  war, 
and  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  his  country's  heart,  as  it 
in  his.  Then  follow  men  bearing  the  first-fruits  of  our 
toil,  the  wealth  of  the  sea  and  land,  the  labours  of  the 
loom,  the  stores  of  commerce  and  the  arts.  A  happy 
people  comes,  some  with  shut  Bibles  in  their  hands,  some 
with  the  nation's  laws,  some  uttering  those  mighty  truths 
which  God  has  writ  on  man,  and  men  have  copied  into 
golden  words.  .  Then  comes,  to  close  this  long  historic 
pomp, — the  panorama  of  tho  world — tho  Nstrno  Slave, 
bought,  branded,  beat 

I  remain  your  fellow-citizen  and  friend, 

Theodore  Parker. 
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SPEECH 


AT  A  HEXTISG  OP 

THE  AMERICAN  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 

TO  CJ3LSI3KATE 

THE  ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY  BY  THE  FRENCH 
REPUBLIC,  APRIL  6,  184$. 


Mu  ChaIbmax, — Tho  gentleman  before  mo*  has  made 
an  allusion  to  Romo.  Let  me  also  turn  to  that  same  city. 
Underneath  tho  Rome  of  the  Emperors,  there  wrs  another 
Romo  ;  not  seen  by  tho  sun,  known  only  to  a  few 
men.  Above,  in  the  sunlight,  stood  Romo  of  tho  Cmsars, 
with  her  markets  and  her  armies,  her  theatres,  her  tem¬ 
ples,  and  her  palaces,  glorious  and  of  marble.  A  million 
men  went  through  her  brazen  gates.  The  imperial  city, 
she  stood  there,  beautiful  and  admired,  tho  queen  of  na¬ 
tions.  But  underneath  all  that,  in  caverns  of  the  earth,  in 
the  tombs  of  dead  men,  in  quarries  whence  the  tipper  city 
had  been  slowly  hewn,  there  was  another  population,  an¬ 
other  Rome,  with  other  thoughts ;  yes,  a  devout  body  of 
men,  who  sworo  not  by  tho  public  altars ;  men  whoso 
prayers  wero  forbidden  ;  their  worship  disallowed,  their 
ideas  prohibited,  their  very  lives  ilbgal.  Time  passed  on ; 
and  gradually  Romo  of  tho  pagans  disappeared,  and  Homo 
of  the  Christians  sat  there  in  her  place,  on  tho  Seven  Hills, 
and  stretched  out  her  sceptre  over  tho  nations. 

So  underneath  tho  laws  and  tho  institutions  of  each  mo¬ 
dern  nation,  underneath  tho  monarchy  and  the  republic, 

*  Mr  Wendell  Phillips. 


8G 


Tin:  ABOLITION'  or  SLAV  KEY 


there  is  another  and  unseen  state,  with  sentiments  not  yet 
become,  popular,  and  with  ideas  not  yet  confirmed  in  ac¬ 
tions,  not  organised  into  institutions,  ideas  scarcely  legal, 
certainly  not  respectable.  Slowly  from  its  depths  comes 
up  this  ideal  state,  the  state  of  the  future;  and  slowly  to 
the  eternal  deep  sinks  down  the  actual  state,  the  state  of 
the  present.  But  sometimes  an  earthquake  of  the  nations 
degrades  of  a  sudden  the  actual;  and  speedily  starts  up 
the  ideal  kingdom  of  the  future.  Such  a  thing  has  just 
come  to  pass.  In  France,  within  five-and- forty  days,  a 
new  state  has  arisen  from  underneath  the  old.  Men, 
whoso  words  were  suppressed,  and  their  ideas  reckoned 
illegal  but  two  months  ago,  now  hold  the  sceptre  of  fivo- 
ancl-thirty  millions  of  grateful  citizens,  hold  it  m  clean  and 
powerful  hands.  A  great  revolution  has  taken  place ;  one 
which  will  produce  effects  that  we  cannot  foresee.  It  is 
itself  the  greatest  act  of  this  century.  God  only  knows 
what  it  will  lead  to.  We  are  here  to  express  the  sympa¬ 
thy  of  republicans  for  a  new  republic.  We  fire  here  to 
rejoice  over  the  rising  hopes  of  the  now  state,  not  to  exult 
over  the  fallen  fortunes  of  tho  Bourbons.  Louis  Philippe 
has  done  much  which  \.o  may  thank  him  for.  He  has 
kept  mainly  at  peace  tho  fiercest  nation  in  the  world  ;  has 
kept  tho  pence  of  Europe  for  seventeen  years.  Let  ns 
thank  him  for  that.  Ho  has  consolidated  tho  French  na¬ 
tion,  helped  to  give  them  a  new  unity  of  thought  and  unity 
of  action,  which  they  had  not  before.  Perhaps  ho  did  not 
intend  all  this.  Since  he  has  brought  it  about,  let  us 
thank  him  for  it,  even  if  his  conduct  transcended  his  in¬ 
tention.  But,  most  of  all,  I  would  thank  this  "  Citizen 
King"  for  another  thing.  His  greatest  lesson  is  his  last. 
He  1ms  shown  that  five-aud-thirty  millions  of  Frenchmen, 
in  this  nineteenth  century,  are  only  to  be  ruled  by  justice 
and  the  eternal  law  of  right.  We  have  seen  this  crafty 
king,  often  wise  and  always  cunning,  driven  from  his 
throne.  Ho  was  the  richest  man  in  Europe,  and  the  em¬ 
bodiment  of  the  idea  of  motlom  wealth,  lie  had  an  army 
the  best  disciplined,  probably,  in  tho  world,  and,  as  ho 
thought,  completely  in  his  power.  He  had  a  Chamber 
of  Peers  of  his  own  appointment;  a  Chamber  of  Deputies 
almost  of  his  own  election.  Ho  ruled  a  nation  that  con¬ 
tained  three  hundred  thousand  office-holders,  appointed 
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by  himself,  and  only  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
voters  !  Who  mt  so  safe  as  the  citizen  king  on  his  throne, 
surrounded  by  republican  institutions !  So  confident  was 
he,  ns  tho  journals  tell,  that  he  bade  a  friend  stop  a  day  or 
two,  "and  see  how  .1  will  put  down  tho  people!"  For 
once,  this  shrewd  calculator  reckoned  without  his  host-. 

Well,  we  have  seen  this  man,  this  citizen  monarch,  who 
married  his  children  only  to  kings,  rush  from  his  place ; 
his  peers  and  his  deputies  were  unavailing ;  his  office¬ 
holders  could  not  sustain  him  ;  his  army  "  fraternized  with 
tho  people  and  he,  forgetful  of  his  own  children,  igno- 
miniously  is  hustled  out  of  the  kingdom, -in  a  street  cab, 
with  nothing  but  a  five-franc  piece  in  his  pocket  For 
the  lesson  thus  taught,  let  us  thank  him  most  of  nil. 

Men  tell  us  it  is  too  soon  to  rejoice;  u  perhaps  the  re¬ 
volution  will  not  hold;"  "it will  not  bust;"  "the  kings  of 
Europe  will  put  it  down."  When  a  sound,  healthy  child 
is  bom,  the  friends  of  the  family  congratulate  the  parents 
then  ;  they  do  not  wait  till  the  child  has  grown  up,  and 
got  a  beard.  Now  this  is  n  live  child;  it  is  well  born  in 
both  senses,  come  of  good  parentage,  and  give  signs  of  a 
good  constitution.  Let  us  rejoice  at  its  birth,  and  not 
wait  to  see  if  it  will  grow  up.  Let  us  now  baptize  it  in 
the  crystal  fountain  of  our  own  hope. 

In  a  great  revolution,  there  are  always  two  things  to  bo 
looked  at,  namely,  the  actions,  and  the  ideas  which  pro¬ 
duce  the  actions.  The  actions  1  will  say  litfclo  of ;  you 
have  all  read  of  them  in  tho  newspapers.  Some  of  the  ac¬ 
tions  were  bad.  It  is  not  true  that  all  at  once  the  French 
havo  become  angels.  There  are  low  and  base  men,  who 
swarm  in  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  Fans  ;  for  that  great  city 
also  is  like  all  capitals,  girt  about  with  a  belt  of  misery,  of 
vice,  mid  of  crime,  eating  into  her  painful  loins.  It  was  a 
bad  thing  to  sack  tho  Tuileries ;  to  burn  bridges,  and  cha¬ 
teaux,  and  railroad  stations.  Property  is  under  the  insur¬ 
ance  of  mankind,  and  the  human  race  must  pay  in  public 
for  private  depredations.  It  was  a  bad  thing  to  kill  men  ; 
tho  human  race  cannot  make  up  that  loss  ;  only  suffer  and 
be  penitent.  I  am  sorry  for  theso  bad  actions ;  but  I  am 
not  surprised  at  them.  You  cannot  burn  down  the  poor 
dwolliug  of  a  widow  in  Boston,  but  some  miserable  man 
will  steal  pot  or  pan,  in  tho  confusion  of  thy  lire.  How 
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much  more  should  wo  expect  pillage  and  violence  in  the 
earthquake  which  throws  down  a  king  ! 

I  have  said  enough  of  the  actions;  bnt  there  was  one 
deed  too  symbolical  to  bo  passed  by.  In  the  garden  of  tho 
Tulle  ries,  before  tho  great  gate  of  tho  palace,  there  stands 
a  statue  of  Spartacus,  a  colossal  bronze,  his  broken  chain 
in  tho  left  hand,  his  Roman  sword  in  the  right.  Spartacus 
was  a  Roman  gladiator.  Ho  broko  his  chains  ;  gathered 
about  him  other  gladiators,  fugitive  slaves,  and  assembled 
an  array.  Ho  and  his  comrades  fought  for  freedom  ;  they 
cut  off  four  consular  armies  sent  against  them ;  at  last  tho 
hero  fell  amid  a  heap  of  men,  slain  by  his  own  well-prac¬ 
tised  hand.  When  the  people  took  the  old  and  emblematic 
French  throne,  and  burned  it  solemnly  with  emblematic 
fire,  they  stripped  oft'  some  of  the  crimson  trappings  of  tho 
royal  seat,  mado  a  tiara  thereof,  and  bound  it  on  tho  gladi¬ 
ator’s  brazen  head  1  But  red  is  tho  colour  of  revolution,  tho 
colour  of  blood  ;  the  unconscious  gladiator  was  an  imago  too 
savage  for  now  Franco.  So  they  hid  tho  Roman  sword  in 
his  hand,  and  wreathed  it  all  over  with  a  chaplet  of  flowers  ! 

Let  us  say  a  word  of  the  ideas.  Throe  ideas  filled  the 
mind  of  tho  nation  :  the  idea  of  liberty,  equality,  and  fra¬ 
ternity.  Three  noblo  words.  Liberty  meant  liberty  of 
all.  So,  at  ono  word,  .they  sot  free  tho  slaves,  and,  if  my 
friend’s  ciphers  are  correct,  at  once  throe  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  souls  rise  up  from  tho  ground  disenthralled,  freemen. 
That  is  a  great  act.  A  population  as  largo  as  tho  whole 
family  of  our  sober  sister  Connecticut,  all  at  once  find  their 
chains  drop  oft’,  and  they  are  free :  not  boasts,  but  men. 
This  may  not  hold.  Our  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
not  the  Confederation  of  ’78 — still  less  was  it  tho  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  ’87.  Tho  French  may  be  as  false  as  tho  Americans 
to  their  idea  of  liberty.  At  any 'rate,  it  is  a  good  begin¬ 
ning.  Let  us  rejoice  at  that. 

Equality  means  that  all  are  equal  before  tho  law ;  equal 
in  rights,  however  unequal  in  mights.  So  all  titles  of  no¬ 
bility  camo  at  ouco  to  the  ground.  Tito  royal  family  is 
like  tho  family  of  our  Presidents.  Tho  Chamber  of  Poors 
is  abolished.  Universal  suffrage  is  decreed  ;  all  men  over 
twenty-one  are  voters.  Mon  here  in  America  say,  “  Tho 
French  nro  not  ready  for  that.”  No  doubt  tho  king 
thought  so.  At  any  rate,  he  was  not  ready  for  it.  But  it 
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is  not  a  thing  altogether  unknown  in  France.  It  has  been 
tried  several  times  before.  The  French  constitution  was 
accepted  by  tho  whole  people  in  1800;  Napoleon  was 
made  Consul  by  the  whole  people  ;  rnado  Emperor  by  the 
whole  people.  Even  in  1815,  tho  u  acto  additionolio 5}  to 
tho  “Charte”  was  accepted  by  tho  whole  people.  To 
decree  universal  suffrage  was  the  most  natural  thing  in 
tho  world.  Those  two  ideas,  liberty  and  equality,  havo 
long  been  American  ideas;  they  were  never  American 
facts.  America  sought  liberty  only  for  the  ■whites.  Our 
fathers  thought  not  of  universal  suffrage. 

But  France  has  not  only  attempted  to  make  our  ideas 
into  fact,?  ;  she  has  advanced  an  idea  not  hinted  at  in  tho 
American  Declaration;  tho  idea  of  fraternity.  By  this 
sho  means  human  brotherhood.  This  points  not  merely 
to  a  political,  but  to  a  social  revolution.  It  is  not  easy  for 
us  t-o  understand  how  a  government  can  effect  this.  Here, 
all  comes  from  tho  people,  and  tho  people  have  to  take 
care  of  tho  government,  moaning  thereby  the  men  in  offi¬ 
cial  power ;  havo  to  furnish  them  with  ideas,  and  toll  them 
what  application  to  make  thereof.  There  all  comes  from 
the  government.  So  the  new  provisional  government  of 
Franco  must  bo  one  that  can  lead  the  nation ;  havo  ideas 
in  advance  of  tho  nation.  Accordingly,  it  proposes  many 
plans  which  with  us  could  never  havo  come  from  any 
party  in  power.  Here,  tho  government  Is  only  tho  servant 
of  tho  people.  There,  it  aims  to  be  tho  father  and  teacher 
thereof;  a  patriarchal  government  with  Christian  thoughts 
and  feelings.  But  as  an  eloquent  man  is  fco  come  alter  me, 
whoso  special  aim  is  to  uovelope  tho  idea  of  human 
brotherhood  into  social  institutions,  I  will  not  dwell  on 
this,  save  to  mention  an  act  of  tho  provisional  authorities. 
They  have  abolished  tho  punishment  of  death  f.  r  all  poli¬ 
tical  offences.  You  remember  tho  guillotine,  the  massa¬ 
cres  if  September,  the  drowning  in  the  Loire  and  the 
Seine,  tho  dreadful  butchery  in  tho  name  of  tho  law. 

Put  this  new  decree  side  by  side  with  tho  old,  and  you 
see  why  Spartacus,  though  crowned  by  a  revolution, 
bears  peaceful  blossoms  in  his  hand. 

But  let  us  hasten  on ;  time  would  fail  mo  to  speak  of  the 
cause  or  point  out  the  effect  of  this  movement  of  the  people. 
Only  a  word  concerning  the  objections  made  to  it.  Some 
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say,  a  It  is  only  an  extempore  affair.  Men  clrnnk  with  new 
power  aro  telling  their  fancies,  and  trying  in  their  heat  to 
make  laws  thereof.”  It  is  not  so.  The  ideas  I  have  hinted 
at  have  been  long  known  and  deeply  cherished  by  the  best 
minds  in  France.  Last  autumn,  hi.  Lamartine,  in  his  own 
newspaper,  for  the  deputy  for  Macon  is  an  editor,  published 
the  “  Programme  and  confession  of  W.  <  political  faith.”* 

Others  say,  “  Tho  whole  thing  seems  rash.”  Well,  so 
it  does ;  so  does  any  good  thing  seem  rash  to  all  except 
the  man  who  does  it,  and  such  as  would  do  it  if  ho  did 
not  What  is  rash  to  one  is  not  to  another.  It  is  danger¬ 
ous  for  an  old  man  to  run,  fatal  for  him  to  leap,  while  his 
grandson  jumps  over  wall  and  ditch  without  hurt.  The 
American  Rcvol ufcion  was  a  rash  act;  the  English  Revolu¬ 
tion  a  rash  act;  the  Protestant  Reformation  was  a  rash  act. 
Was  it  safe  to  wihtstaud  the  Revolution  ?  Did  tho  king  of 
the  French  find  it  so  ?  Yet  others  say,  “  Tho  leaders  are 
-unknown.”  "  Lamartine,  you  might  ns  well  put  any  man 
in  tho  street  at  the  head  of  tho  nation.”  But  when  the 
American  Revolution  begun,  who,. in  England,  had  ever 
heard  of  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Congress?  To 
the  men  who  know  him,  John  Hancock  was  a  country 
trader,  tho  richest  man  in  a  town  of  ten  thousand  inha¬ 
bitants  :  that  did  liQt  sound  very  great  at  London. 
Samuel  Adams,  and  John  Adams,  and  Thomas  Jefferson, 
and  all  tho  other  men,  what  did  tho  world  know  of  thorn  ? 
Only  that  they  had  been  christened  with  Hebrew  names. 
Why,  George  Washington  was  only,  as  Gen.  Braddock  called 
him,  ”  A  young  Buckskin.”  But  the  world  heard  of  theso 
men  afterwards.  Let  us  leave  tho  French  statesmen  to 
mako  to  the  future  what  report  of  themselves  they  can  1 
Let  mo  tell  a  story  of  Dupont  do  r’Eure,  the  head  of  the 
government  at  this  moment.  Ho  was  one  of  tho  movers 
of  the  Revolution  of  1 830.  Ho  dined  with  tho  citizen  king, 
once,  in  some  council.  At  tho  table,  he  and  the  king  dif¬ 
fered  ;  tho  king  affirmed,  and  Dupont  denied.  Said  the 
king,  “  Do  yon  toll  mo  I  lie  ?  ”  Said  Dupont,  u  When  tho 
king  says  yes,  ami  Dupont  do  ITSuro  replies  no,  Franco 
will  know  which  to  beliew  !  ”  Tho  king  said,  "  Yes,  uru 

*  fku  the  Courier  dts  Idols  Unis,  far  Kor.  ft,  1847,  which  contains  pa*, 
sages  from  M.  I.amartine**  programme,  which  tel  foTth  all  the  schemes  that 
the  pro'iUioaat  gorernmenf  had  afterwards  tried  to  c any  out. 
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will  put  the  people  down  ;”  Dupont  said,  “No,  you  shall 
not  put  tho  people  down  ;  ”  and  now  Franco  knows  which 
to  believe. 

Again,  say  others  yet,  “  War  may  como ;  royalty  may 
come  back,  despotism  may  como  back.  Other  kings  will 
interpose,  and  put  down  a  republic.”  Other  kings  inter¬ 
pose  to  put  down  the  French  !  Perhaps  they  will.  They 
tried  it  in  1798,  but  did  not  like  the  experiment  very  well. 
They  will  bo  well  off  if  they  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  put 
down  a  republic  a  little  nearer  at  hand;  their  anti-revolu¬ 
tionary  work  may  begin  at  homo:  War  followed  tho  Ame¬ 
rican  devolution.  It  cost  money,  it  cost.  men.  But  if  wo 
calculate  tho  value  of  American  ideas,  they  are  worth  what 
they  cost.  Even  tho  French  Revolution,  with  all  its  carn¬ 
age,  robbery,  and  butchery,  is  worth  wlmt  it  cost.  But  it 
is  possible  that  war  will  not  come.  From  a  foreign  war, 
France  lias  little  to  fear.  There  seems  little  danger  that 
it  will  como  at  all.  What  monarchy  will  dare  fight  re¬ 
publican  Franco  ?  Internal  trouble  may  indeed  come.  It 
is  to  be  expected  that  the  now  republic  will  rnnke  many  a 
misstep.  But  is  it  likely  that  all  tho  old  tragedies  will  bo 
enacted  again  ?  Surely  not ;  tho  burnt-  child  dreads  tho 
fire.  Besides,  tho  France  of  ’48  is  not  tho  Franco  of  }89. 
There  is  no  triple  despotism  weighing  on  tho  nation’s 
neck,  a  trinity  of  despotic  powers — tho  throne,  tho  nobility, 
tho  church.  Tho  king  has  fled;  tho  nobles  have  ceased 
to  bo ;  tho  church  seems  republican.  There  is  no  hatred 
between  class  and  class,  as  before.  Tho  men  of  ’89  sought 
freedom  for  the  middle  class,  not  for  all  classes,  neither  i'or 
the  high,  nor  for  the  low.  Religion  pervades  tho  church 
and  the  people,  as  never  before.  Better  ideas  prevail.  Id 
is  not  the  gospel  of  Jean  Jaques,  and  tho  scoffing  nega¬ 
tions  of  Voltaire,  that  are  now  proclaimed  to  the  people ; 
but  tho  broad  maxims  of  Christian  men  ;  the  words  of 
human  brotherhood.  The  men  of  terror  knew*  no  weapon 
but  tho  sword ;  tho  provisional  government  casts  tho  sword 
from  its  hands,  and  will  not  shed  blood  for  political  crimes. 

Still,  troubles  may  como;  war  may  como  from  without, 
and,  worse  still,  from  within ;  the  republic  may  end.  But 
if  it  lasts  only  a  day,  lot  us  rejoice  in  that  day.  Suppose 
it  is  only  a  dream  of  tho  nation ;  it  is  worth  while  to  dream 
of  liberty,  of  equality,  of  fraternity ;  and  to  dream  that  wo 
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are  awake,  and  trying  to  make  them  all  into  institutions 
and  common  life.  What  is  only  a  dream  now,  will  bo  a 
fact  at  last. 

Next  Sunday  is  tho  olection  day  of  France ;  six  millions 
of  voters  are  to  choose  nino  hundred  representatives! 
Shall  not  tho  prayers  of  all  Christian  hearts  go  up  with 
them  on  that  day,  a  great  deep  prayer  for  their  succoss  t 
Tho  other  day,  tho  birthday  of  Washington,  the  calm,  noise¬ 
less  spirit  of  death  came  to  release  tho  soul  of  the  patriarch 
of  American  statesmen.  While  his  sun  was  slowly  sink¬ 
ing  in  the  western  sky,  tho  life-star  of  a  new  nation  was 
visibly  rising  there,  far  off  in  tho  east.  A  pagan  might  bo 
pardoned  for  the  thought,  that  the  intrepid  soul  of  that 
old  man  foresaw  tho  peril,  and,  slowly  quitting  its  hold  of 
the  worn-out  body,  went  thither  to  kindle  anew  tho  flames 
of  liberty  ho  fanned  so  often  here.  That  is  but  a  pagan 
thought.  This  is  a  Christian  thought :  The  same  God  who 
formed  the  world  for  man’s  abode,  presides  also  in  the 
movements  of  mankind,  and  directs  their  voluntary  march. 
See  how  this  earth  has  been  brought  to  hor  present  firm 
and  settled  state.  By  storm  and  earthquako,  continent 
has  been  rent  from  continent ;  oceans  have  swept  over  the 
mountains,  and  tho  scars  of  ancient  war  still  mark  our  pa¬ 
rent’s  venerable  face.  So  is  it  in  tho  growth  of  human 
society :  it  is  tho  child  of  pain ;  revolutions  have  rocked 
its  cradle,  war  and  violcnco  rudely  nursed  it  into  hardy 
life.  Good  institutions,  how  painfully,  how  slowly  have 
they  come ! 

"  Slowly  a*  rpread*  the  green  of  earth 
O'er  the  receding  ocean' «  bed, 

Dim  u  the  distant  atar*  codo  forth. 

Uncertain  m  a  vision,  (low, 

Ha*  been  tho  old  world's  toiling  pace, 

Ero  aha  can  giro  fair  freedom  place." 

Let  us  wclcomo  the  green  spot,  when  it  begins  to  spread ; 
let  us  shout  os  the  sterile  sea  of  barbarism  goes  back ;  let 
us  rejoice  in  the  vision  of  good  things  to  come ;  let  us 
welcome  the  distant  and  rising  orb,  for  it  is  tho  Bethlohem 
star  of  a  great  nation,  and  they  who  behold  it  may  well 
say — '*  Peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  to  men.” 
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THE  NEW  ENGLAND  ANTI  -  SLAVERY 
CONVENTION,  MAY  31,  18-18. 


Tub  design  of  tho  abolitionists  is  this,  —to  remove  and 
destroy  the  institution  of  slaver}'.  To  accomplish  tills 
well,  two  things  are  needed,  ideas  and  actions.  Of  tho 
ideas  first,  and  then  a  word  of  tho  actions. 

What  is  tho  idea  of  tho  abolitionists  ?  Only  this,  That 
all  men  aro  created  free,  endowed  with  unalienable  rights ; 
and  in  respect  of  those  rights,  that  all  men  are  equal.  This 
is  tho  idea  of  Christianity,  of  human  nature.  Of  course, 
then,  no  man  has  a  right  to  take  away  another's  rights ; 
of  courso,  no  man  may  uso  mo  for  his  good,  and  not  my 
own  good  also ;  of  courso,  there  can  bo  no  ownership  of 
man  by  man;  of  courso,  no  slavery  in  any  form.  Sncn  is 
tho  idea,  and  sorao  of  the  most  obvious  doctrines  that  fol* 
low  from  it. 

Now,  tho  abolitionists  aim  to  put  this  idea  into  tho  minds 
of  tho  peoplo,  knowing  that  if  it  bo  tboro,  **ctions  will  fol* 
low  fast  enough. 

It  scorns  a  very  easy  matter  to  got  it  there.  Tho  idea  is 
nothing  now;  au  the  world  knows  it.  Talk  with  men, 
Democrats  and  Whigs,  they  will  say  they  liko  freedom  in 
tho  abstract,  they  hate  slavery  in  tho  abstract.  But  you 
find  ’that  somehow  they  liko  slavery  in  tho  concrete,  and 
dislike  abolitionism  when  it  tries  to  set  free  the  slave. 
Slavery  is  tho  affair  of  tho  whole  people ;  not  Congress, 
but  tho  nation,  made  slavery;  made  it  national,  consti- 
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tutional.  Not  Congress,  but  tho  voters,  must  unmake 
slavery ;  make  it  un-coustitutional,  un-nat-ional.  They  say 
Congress  cannot  do  it.  Woll,  perhaps  it  is  so;  but  they 
tliat  i..ako  can  break.  If  tho  people  made  slavery,  they 
can  unmake  it. 

You  talk  with  the  peoplo  ;  the  idea  of  freedom  is  there. 
They  tell  you  they  believo  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
— tliat  rll  men  are  created  equal.  But  somohow  they  con- 
trivo  to  believe  that  negroes  now  in  bondage  nre  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  tho  rulo,  and  so  they  tell  us  tlxat  slavery  must 
not  bo  meddled  with,  that  wo  must  respect  the  compro¬ 
mises  of  tho  Constitution.  So  wo  see  that  respect  for  the 
Constitution  ovorridos  inspect  for  tho  inalienably  rights  of 
three  millions  of  negro  men. 

Now,  to  move  men,  it  is  necessary  to  know  two  things 
— first,  What  they  think,  and  noxt,  Why  they  think  it. 
Let  us  look  a  littlo  at  both. 

In  New  England,  men  over  twonty-ono  years  old  may 
be  divided  into  two  classes.  First,  tho  men  that  vote,  and 
secondly,  tho  men  that  choose  the  Governor.  The  voters 
in  Massachusetts  aro  eomo  hundred  and  twenty  thousand ; 
the  men  that  chooso  tho  Governor,  who  toll  the  people  how 
to  vote,  whom  to  vote  for,  -what  laws  to  make,  what  to  for¬ 
bid,  what  policy  to  .pursuo—they  aro  not  vory  numerous. 
You  may  take  ono  hundred  men  out  of  Boston,  and  fifty 
men  from  the  other  largo  towns  in  tho  State — and  if  you 
could  get  them  to  bo  silent  till  next  December,  and  give 
no  counsel  on  political  affairs,  the  peoplo  would  not  know 
what  to  do.  Tho  Democrats  would  not  know  -what  to  do, 
nor  tho  Whigs.  We  are  a  very  democratic  people,  and 
suffrage  is  almost  universal ;  but  it  is  a  very  fow  men  who 
tell  us  how'  to  vote,  who  make  all  the  most  important  laws. 
Do  I  orr  in  estimating  the  number  at  ono  hundred  and  fifty  ? 
I  do  not  like  to  exaggerate — supposo  thero  aro  six  hun¬ 
dred  men,  throe  hundred  in  each  party ;  that  six  hundred 
manage  the  political  action  of  the  State,  in  ordinary  times. 

I  need  net  stop  to  ask  what  tho  rest  of  tho  people  think 
about  freedom  and  slavory.  What  do  tho  men  w-ho  con¬ 
trol  our  politics  think  thereof?  I  answer,  They  aro  not 
opposed  to  slcvory;  to  the  slavery  of  threo  milllious  of 
men.  They  may  not  like  slavory  in  the  abstract,  or  they 
may  like  it,  I  do  not  pro  end  to  judge ;  but  slavery  in  tho 
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concrete,  at  the  South,  they  do  like ;  oppoaifcion  to  that 
slavery,  in  the  mildest  form,  or  the  sternest,  thoy  do  hate. 

That  is  a  serious  charge  to  bring  against  the  prominent 
rulers  of  the  State.  Let  mo  call  your  attention  to  a  fow 
facta  which  prove  it.  Look  at  the  mon  wo  send  to  Con¬ 
gress.  There  are  thirty-one  New  England  men  in  Con¬ 
gress.  By  the  most  liberal  construction  you  can  only  make 
out  five  anti-slavery  men  in  tho  whole  number.  Who  ever 
heard  of  an  anti-slavery  Governor  of  Massachusetts  iu  this 
century?  Men  know  what  they  are  about  when  thoy  select 
candidates  for  election.  Do  tho  voters  always  know  what 
they  are  about  when  thoy  choose  them  ?  ' 

Thou  these  men  always  arc  in  favour  of  a  pro-slavery  Pre¬ 
sident.  Tho  President  must  be  a  slave-holder.  There  havo 
been  fifteen  presidential  elections.  Men  from  the  free 
States  havo  filled  tho  chair  twelvo  years,  or  three  terms ; 
men  from  the  slave  States  forty-four  years,  or  eleven  terms. 
During  one  term,  the  chair  was  filled  by  «i  amphibious 
presidency,  by  General  Harrison,  who  was  nothing  but  a 
concrete  availability,  and  John  Tyler,  who  was — John 
Tyler.  Thoy  called  him  an  accident ;  but  thero  are  no 
accidents  in  politics.  A.  slave-holder  presides  over  the 
United  States  forty-eight  years  out  of  sixty  !  Do  those 
men  who  control  the  politics  of  Now  England  not  like  it  ? 
It  is  no  such  tiling.  They  love  to  havo  it  so.  W e  have 
just  seen  tho  Democratic  party,  or  their  leaders,  nominate 
General  Cuss  for  their  candidate — and  General  Cass  is  a 
Northern  man ;  but  on  that  account  is  ho  any  tho  less  a 
pro-slavery  man  ?  Ho  did  oppose  tho  South  onco,  but  it 
was  in  pressing  a  war  with  England.  Everybody  knows 
General  Cass,  and  I  need  say  no  more  about  him.  But  tho 
Northern  Whigs  havo  their  leaders — are  they  anti-slavory 
men  ?  Not  a  whit  mc-ro.  Next  week  you  will  see  them 
nomipate,  not  tho  great  Eastern  Whig,  though  he  is  no  op¬ 
ponent  of  slavory,  only  tm  oxpoundor  and  defonder  of  tiib 
Constitution ;  not  tho  great  Western  Whig,  tho  com¬ 
promiser,  though  stooped  to  tho  lips  in  slavery ;  no,  they 
will  nominate  General  Taylor,  a  man  who  lives  a  little 
further  South,  and  is  at  this  moment  dyed  n  little  more 
scarlet  with  tho  sin  of  slavery. 

But  go  a  stop  further  as  to  tho  proof.  Those  men  who 
control  the  politics  of  Massachusetts,  or  Now  England,  or 
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tlie  whole  North,  they  have  never  opposed  tho  aggressive 
movements  of  the  slave  power.  The  annexation  ot  Texas, 
did  they  oppose  that?  No,  they  were  glad  of  it.  True, 
some  earnest  men  came  up  here  in  Fanenil  Hall,  and 
passed  resolutions,  which  did  no  good  whatever,  because 
it  was  well  known  that  tho  real  controllers  of  our  politics 
thought  the  other  way.  Then  followed  the  Mexican  war. 
It  was  a  war  for  slavery,  and  they  knew  it ;  they  like  it 
now — that  is,  if  a  man’s  likings  can  be  found  out  by  his 
doings,  not  his  occasional  and  exceptional  doeds,  but  his 
regular  and  constant  actions.  They  know  that  there  would 
bo  a  war  against  tho  currency,  a  war  against  the  tariff,  or  a 
war  against  Mexico.  They  chose  the  latter.  They  knew 
what  they  wore  about. 

'1  he  same  thing  is  shown  by  tho  character  of  tho  press. 
No  “  respectable”  paper  is  opposed  to  slaver)' ;  no  Whig 
paper,  no  Democratic  paper.  You  would  as  soon  expect  a 
Catholic  newspaper  to  oppose  the  Pope  and  his  church,  for 
tho  Blavo  power  is  the  pope  of  America,  though  not  exactly 
a  pious  pope.  The  churches  show  tho  same  thing ;  they 
also  are  in  the  main  pro-slavery,  ac  least  not  anti-slavery. 
There  are  some  forty  denominations  or  sects  in  Now  Eng¬ 
land.  Mr  President,  is  ono  of  dicso  nnti-slavory  ?  Not 
one  !  The  land  is  full  of  ministers,  respectable  men,  edu¬ 
cated  men — are  they  opposed  to  slavery  '(  I  do  not  know 
a  single  man,  eminent  m  any  sect,  who  is  also  eminent  in 
his  opposition  to  slavery.  There  was  ono  such  man,  Dr 
Chanmng ;  but  just  as  ho  became  eminent  in  the  cause  of 
freedom,  ho  lost  power  in  his  own  church,  lost  caste  in  hia 
own  little  sect ;  and  though  men  are  now  glad  to  mnko 
sectarian  capital  out  of  Ins  reputation  after  ho  is  dead, 
when  ho  lived,  fchoy  cursed  him  by  their  gods  !  Then,  too, 
all  tho  most  prominent  men  of  Now  England  fraternize 
with  slavery.  Massachusetts  received  such  an  insult  from 
South  Carolina  as  no  State  ever  before  received  from  an¬ 
other  State  in  this  Union ;  an  affront  which  no  nntion 
would  dare  offer  another,  without  grinding  its  sword  first. 
And  what  does  Massachusetts  do  ?  Sho  doos — nothing. 
But  her  foremost  man  goes  oft’  there,  “  Tho  schoolmaster 
that  gives  no  lessons,”  *  to  accept  the  hospitality  of  tho 

*  TIL*  was  &  sentiment  offered  at  a  pul  lie  dinner  given  by  tbe  citizens  of 
Charleston,  8.  C.,  to  Hon.  Daniel  Webster. 
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South,  to  take  the  chivalry  of  South  Carolina  by  the  hand  ; 
the  Defender  of  tho  Constitution  fraternises  with  tho  State 
which  violates  tho  Constitution,  and  imprisons  his  own  con¬ 
stituents  on  account  of  thj  colour  of  fcboir  skin. 

Put  all  these  things  together,  and  they  show  that  tho 
men  who  control  tho  politics  of  Massachusetts,  of  all  Now 
England,  do  not  oppose  or  dislike  slavery. 

So  much  for  what  they  think ;  and  now  for  tho  why 
they  think  so. 

First,  there  is  the  general  indifference  to  what  is  abso¬ 
lutely  right.  Men  think  little  of  it.  The  Anglo-Saxon 
race,  on  both  sides  of  tho  water,  have  always  felt  the  in¬ 
stinct  of  freedom,  and  often  contended  stoutly  enough  for 
their  own  rights.  But  thoy  never  cared  ranch  for  the 
rights  of  othor  men.  Tho  slaves  are  at  a  distance  from  us, 
and  so  tho  wrong  of  this  institution  is  not  brought  home 
to  men's  feelings  as  if  it  were  our  own  wrong. 

Tli on  the  pecuniary  interests  of  tho  North  are  supposed 
to  be  connected  with  slavery,  so  that  tho  North  would  load 
dollars  if  tho  South  loot  slaves.  No  doubt  this  is  a  mis¬ 
take  j  still,  it  is  an  opinion  currently  held.  Tho  North 
wants  a  market  for  its  fabrics,  freight  for  its  ships.  The 
South  affords  it  \  and,  as  i  think,  better  than  if  she  had 
manufactures  and  ships  01  ner  own,  both  of  which  slio 
dould  have,  wore  there  no  slaves.  All  this  seems  to  bo  a 
mistake.  Freedom,  I  think,  can  be  shown  to  be  the  in¬ 
terest  of  both  North  and  South. 

Yet  another  reason  is  found  in  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  a  party.  Toll  a  Whig  he  could  make  Whig  capital  out 
of  anti-slavery,  he  would  turn  abolitionist  in  a  moment,  if 
he  believed  yon.  Tell  a  Democrat  that  he  can  make  capital 
out  of  abolition,  and  ho  also  will  come  over  to  your  side. 
But  tho  fact  is,  each  party  knows  it  would  gain  nothing  for 
its  political  purposes  oy  standing  out  for  the  rights  of  man. 
Tho  timo  will  come,  and  sooner  too  than  some  men  think, 
when  it  will  bo  for  tho  interest  of  a  party  to  favour  aboli¬ 
tion  ,  but  that  time  is  not  yet.  It  does  seem  strange,  that 
while  you  can  find  men  who  will  practise  a  good  deal  of 
self-denial  for  their  sect  or  their  party,  lending,  and  hoping 
nothing  in  return,  you  so  rarely  find  a  man  who  will  com- 
promise  ev.m  his  popularity  for  the  sake  of  mankind. 

Then,  again,  there  is  tho  fear  'if  change.  Men  who  cori- 
VOU  T.  7 
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trol  onr  politics  seem  to  have  little  confidences  in  man,  little 
in  truth,  little  in  justice,  and  the  eternal  right.  Thoroforo, 
vrhilo  it  is  never  out  of  season  to  do  something  for  tho  tariff, 
for  tho  moneyed  interests  of  men,  thoy  think  it  is  never  in 
time  to  do  much  for  tho  great  work  of  elevating  man¬ 
kind  itself.  They  havo  no  confidence  in  the  people,  and  take 
little  pains  to'meke  tho  people  worthy  of  confidence.  So 
any  change  which  gives  a  more  liberal  government  to  a  peo¬ 
ple,  which  gives  freedom  to  the  slave,  they  look  on  with  dis¬ 
trust,  if  not  alarm.  '  1830,  when  tho  French  expelled  tho 

despotic  king  who  one  .inhered  their  throne,  what  said  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  what  said  New  England,  in  honour  of  tho  deed  ? 
Nothing.  Your  old  men  ?  Nothing.  Your  young  men  ? 
Not  a  word.  What  did  they  ca.ro  for  tho  freedom  of  thirty 
millions  of  men  ?  Thoy  were  looking  at  their  imports  and 
exports.  In  1838,  when  England  set  free  eight  hundred 
thousand  men  iu  a  day,  what  did  Massachusetts  say  about 
that  ?  What  bail  New  England  to  say  ?  Not  a  word  in 
its  favour  from  the  go  political  leaders  of  tho  land.  Nay, 
they  thought  tho  experiment  was  dangerous,  and  over 
since  that  it  is  with  great  reluctance  you  can  got  them  to 
confess  that  tho  scheme  works  well.  In  J848,  when 
France  again  expels  hor  king,  and  all  the  royalty  in  tho 
kingdom  is  carted  off  in  a  ono  horso  cab — when  tho  broadest 
principles  of  human  government  are  laid  down,  and  a 
great  nation  sets  about  tho  difficult  task  of  moving  out  of 
her  old  political  houso,  and  into  a  now  ono,  without  tear¬ 
ing  down  tho  old,  without  butchering  men  in  tho  process 
of  removal, — why,  what  has  Boston  to  say  to  that  ?  What 
havo  tho  political  leaders  of  Massachusetts,  of  Now  Eng¬ 
land,  fco  ray  ?  They  liavo  nothing  to  say  for  liberty  ;  they 
are  sorry  tho  experiment  was  mado ;  they  are  afraid  tho 
French  will  not  want  so  much  cotton ;  they  have  no  con¬ 
fidence  in  man,  and  fear  every  change. 

Such  are  their  opinions,  to  judge  by  what  thoy  do  ;  bucIi 
tho  reasons  thereof,  judging  by  what  they  say. 

But  how  can  wo  change  this,  and  get  the  idea  of  freedom 
into  men's  minds  ?  Something  can  bo  done  by  the  gradual 
elevation  of  men,  by  schools  and  churches,  by  tho  press. 
The  churches  and  collogcs  of  New  England  havo  not  di¬ 
rectly  aided  us  in  tho  work  of  abolishing  slavery.  No 
doubt  by  their  direct  action  they  have  retarded  that  work, 
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and  that  a  good  deal.  But  indirectly  they  have  dono  much 
h  hasten  tho  work.  They  have  helped  educate  men; 
helped  make  men  moral,  in  a  general  way ;  and  now  this 
moral  power  can  bo  turned  to  this  special  business,  though 
tho  churches  s ay,  No,  you  shall  not.”  I  see  before  mo 
a  good  and  an  earnest  man,*  who,  not  opening  his  mouth 
in  public  against  slavery,  has  yet  done  a  groat  service  in 
tliis  way  :  ho  has  educated  the  teachers  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  has  taught  thorn  to  love  freedom,  to  love  justice, 
to  love  man  and  God.  That  is  what  I  call  sowing  tho 
seeds  of  anti-slavery.  The  honoured  and  excellent  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Education, f  who  has  just  gone  to  stand  in  the  place 
of  a  famous  man,  and  I  hope  to  fill  it  nobly,  has  dono 
much  in  this  way.  I  wish  in  his  reports  on  education  he 
had  exposed  tho  wrong  which  is  done  hero  in  Boston,  by 
putting  all  tho  coloured  children  in  one  school,  by  shutting 
them  out  of  tho  Latin  school  and  the  English  high  school. 
I  wish  ho  had  dono  that  duty,  which  plainly  belongs  to 
him  to  do.  But  without  touching  that,  ho  has  yet  done, 
indirectly,  a  'great  work  towards  tho  abolition  of  slavery. 
He  has  sown  tho  seeds  of  education  wide  spread  over  the 
State.  One  dav  these  seeds  will  come  up  ;  come  up  men, 
men  that  will  both  vote  and  chooso  tho  Governor ;  men 
that  will  love  right  and  justice ;  will  see  tho  iniquity  of 
American  slavery,  and  sweep  it  off  the  continent,  cost 
what  it  may  cost,  spite  of  all  compromises  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  and  aT  compromiser*:.  I  look  on  that  as  certain. 
But  that  is  slow  work,  this  waiting  for  a  general  morality 
to  do  a  special  act.  It  is  going  without  diunor  till  the 
wheat  is  grown  for  your  bread. 

So  we  want  direct  and  immediate  action  upon  tho  peoplo 
themselves.  Tho  idea  must  be  tet  directly  before  them, 
with  all  its  sanctions  displayed,  and  its  obligations  made 
krown.  This  can  be  dono  in  part  by  the  pulpit,  Dr 
Ghanning  shows  how  much  one  man  can  do,  standing  on 
that  eminence.  You  all  know  how  much  ho  did  do.  I 
am  sorry  that  ho  camo  so  late,  sorry  that  ho  did  not  do 
more,  but  thankful  for  what  ho  did  do.  However,  you  can¬ 
not  roly  on  tho  pulpit  to  do  much.  The  pulpit  represents 
tho  average  goodness  and  piety ;  not  eminent  goodness 

•  Iiet.  Gyrtu  Here*,  Teacher  A  the  Normal  School  at  Newton, 
f  Hon.  Horace  Mann, 
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and  piety.  It  is  unfair  to  call  ordinary  men  to  do  extraor¬ 
dinary  works.  I  do  not  concur  in  all  tho  hard  tilings  that 
are  said  about  the  clergy,  perhaps  it  is  because  I  am  ono 
of  them ;  but  I  do  not  expect  a  great  deal  from  them.  It 
is  hard  to  call  a  class  of  men  all  at  once  to  rise  above  ail 
other  classes  of  men,  and  teach  a  degree  of  virtue  which 
they  do  not  understand.  But  you  may  call  them  to  be 
true  to  their  own  consciences. 

So  the  pulpit  is  not  to  bo  relied  on  for  much  aid.  If  all 
the  ministers  of  New  England  wore  abolitionists,  with  the 
same  seal  that  they  are  Protestants,  Universaiists,  Method¬ 
ists,  Calvinists,  or  Unitarians,  no  doubt  the  whole  State 
would  soon  bo  an  anti-slavery  State,  and  the  day  of  eman¬ 
cipation  would  be  wonderfully  hastened.  But  that  we  are 
not  to  look  for. 

Much  can  be  done  by  lecturers,  who  shall  go  to  the 
people  and  address  them,  not  as  Whigs  or  Democrats,  not 
as  sectarians,  but  as  men,  and  in  the  name  of  man  and 
God  present  the  actnal  condition  of  the  slaves,  and  show 
tho  duty  of  the  North  and  South,  of  tho  nation,  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  For  this  business,  \*e  want  monoy  and 
men,  the  two  sinews  of  war :  monoy  to  pay  tho  men,  men 
to  earn  tho  money.  They  must  appeal  to  tho  people  in 
their  primary  capacity,  simply  as  men. 

Much  also  may  be  done  by  the  press.  How  much  may 
be  dr —  by  those  two  means,  and  that  in. a  few  years,  these 
men  v  an  tell ;  all  tho  North  and  South  can  tell.  Men  of 
the  most  diverse  modes  of  thought  can  work  together  in 
this  cause.  Hero  on  my  right  is  Mr  Phillip,  an  old- 
fashioned  Calvinist,  who  believes  all  the  five  points  of  Cal¬ 
vinism.  I  am  rather  a  new-fashioned  Unitarian,  and  be¬ 
lieve  only  one  of  the  five  points,  the  ono  Mr  Phillips  has 
proved — the  perseverance  of  the  saints;  but  wo  got  along 
without  any  quarrel  by  the  way. 

Some  men  will  try  political  action.  Tho  action  of  the 
people,  of  the  nation,  must  be  political  action.  It  may  bo 
constitutional,  it  may  bo  unconstitutional.  I  see  not  why 
men  need  quarrel  about  that.  Let  not  him  that  voteth 
condemn  him  that  vofeth  not,  nor  let  not  him  that  voteth 
not  condemn  him  that  voteth,  but  let  every  man  be  faithful 
to  his  own  convictions. 

*  Hears  Gerruron,  Phillips,  and  Quincy. 
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-  It  is  said,  the  abolitionists  was  to  time  and  wind  in  de¬ 
nunciation.  It  is  partly  true.  I  make*  no  doubt  it  inspires 
the  slave-holder’s  heart  to  see  division  amongst  his  fees. 
I  ought  to  say  .  i  friends,  for  suoh  we  are.  Ho  thinks  the 
day  of  justice  is  deferred,  while  the  ministers  thereof  con¬ 
tend.  I  do  not  believe  a  revolution  is  to  ho  baptized  with 
rose-water.  I  do  not  believe  a  great  work  is  to  be  douo 
without  great  passions.  It  is  not  to  bo  supposed  that  the 
Leviathan  of  American  slavery  will  allow  himself  to  bo 
drawn  out  of  the  rairo  in  which  he  has  made  his  nost,  and 
grown  fat  and  strong,  without  some  violence  and  flounder¬ 
ing.  When  wo  have  caught  him  fairly,  he  will  put  his  foot 
into  the  mud  to  hold  on  by ;  ho  will  reach  out  and  catch 
hold  of  everything  that  will  hold  him.  Ho  has  caught 
hold  of  Mr  Clay  and  Mr  Wobsfcer.  He  will  catch  hold  of 
General  Cass  and  General  Taylor.  He  will  die,  though 
slowly,  and.  die  hard.  Still  it  is  a  pity  that  *ncn  who  essay 
to  pull  him  ont,  should  waste  their  strength  in  bickerings 
with  one  another,  or  in  needless  denunciation  of  the  levia¬ 
than’s  friends.  Gall  slave-holding,  slave-holding ;  lot  us  toll 
all  tho  ovils  which  arise  from  it,  if  we  can  find  language 
terrible  enough  ;  let  us  show  up  the  duplicity  of  the  nation, 
tho  folly  of  our  wise  men,  tho  littleness  of  our  great  men, 
the  baseness  of  our  honourable  men,  if  need  bo ;  but  all 
that  with  no  unkind  feelings  toward  any  one.  Virtue 
never  appears  so  lovely  as  when,  destroying  sin,  she  loves 
the  sinner,  and  seeks  to  save  him.  Absence  of  love  is 
absence  of  tho  strongest  power.  See  how  much  Mr 
Adams  lost  of  his  influence,  how  much  ho  wasted  of  his 
strength,  by  fcho  violence  with  which  ho  pursued  per¬ 
sona.  I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  the  great  services  he 
performed.  Ho  wished  to  have  ovory  man  stand  on  tho 
right  side  of  tho  anti-slavory  lino;  but  I  behove  there 
wore  some  men'  whom  ho  would  like  to  have  put  there 
with  a  pitchfork.  On  the  other  hand.  Dr  Channmg  never 
lost  a  moment  by  attacking  a  personal  foe ;  and  see  what 
ho  gained  by  it  1  However,  I  must  say  this,  that  no  great 
revolution  of  opinion  and  practice  was  ever  brought  about 
before  with  so  little  violonce,  waste  of  force,  and  denuncia¬ 
tion.  Consider  tho  greatness  of  tho  work ;  it  is  to  restore 
three  millions  to  liberty  ;  a  work,  in  comparison  with  which 
the  American  Kevolution  was  a  little  thing.  Yet  consider 
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the  violence,  tho  denunciation,  the  persecution,  and  the 
•K>£ig  ypara  cfwar,:  which  that  Revolution  cost.  I  do  not 
'wonder  -that  abolitionists  are  sometimes  violent;  I  only 
deplore  it.  Remembering  the  provocation,  I  wonder  they 
are  not  more  so  and  more  often.  Tho  prizo  is  to  be  run 
for,  “  not  without  dust  and  heat.” 

Working  in  this  way,  we  are  sure  to  succeed.  Tho  idea 
is  an  eternal  truth.  It  will  find  its  way  into  tho  public 
mind,  for  there  is  that  sympathy  between  man  and  tho 
truth,  that  he  cannot  live  without  it  and  be  blessed.  What 
allies  we  have  on  our  side  !  True,  tho  cupidity,  tho  tyran¬ 
ny,  the  fear,  and  tho  atheism  of  tho  land  are  against  us. 
But  all  the  nobleness,  all  the  honour^  all  tho  morality,  all 
tho  religion,  ore  on  our  side.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  it  said, 
that  the  religion  of  the  land  opposed  na.  It  is  not  true. 
Religion  never  opposed  any  good  work.  I  know  what  my 
friend  meant,  and  I  wish  ho  had  said  it,  calling  things  by 
their  right  names.  It  is  tho  irreligion  of  the  land  that 
favours  slavey  ;  it  is  the  idolatry  of  gold;  it  is  our  athe¬ 
ism.  Of  speculative  atheism  there  is  not  much ;  you  see 
how  much  of  tho  practical ! 

Wo  are  certain  of  success ;  tho  spirit  of  tho  age  is  on 
our  side.  See  how  tho  old  nations  shako  their  tyrants  out 
of  tho  land.  Seo  how  every  steamer  brings  ns  good  tidings 
of  good  things ;  and  do  you  behove  America  can  kcop  her 
slaves  ?  It  is  idle  to  think  so.  So  all  wo  want  is  time. 
On  our  side  are  truth,  justice,  and  tho  eternal  right.  Yes, 
on  our  side  is  religion,  tho  religion  of  Christ;  on  our  sido 
are  the  hopes  of  mankind,  and  the  great  powor  of  God. 


SPEECH 


AT  TUB 

NEW  ENGLAND  ANTI- SLAVERY  CONVENTION 
IN  BOSTON,  MAY  29,  1850; 


Mr.  President, — If  wo  look  hastily  at  the  present  aspect 
of  American  affairs,  them  is  much  to  discourage  a  man 
who  believes  in  the  progress  of  his  race.  In  this  ropublic, 
with  the  Declaration  of  Independence  for  its  political  creed, 
neither  of  the  great  political  parties  is  hostile  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  slavery.  That  institution  has  the  continual  sup¬ 
port  of  both  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties.  There  are 
now  four  eminent  men  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
all  of  them  friends  of  slavery.  Two  of  these  are  from  the 
North,  both  natives  of  New  England ;  but  they  surpass 
their  Southern  rivals  in  the  zeal  with  which  they  defend 
that  institution,  and  in  tho  concessions  which  they  demand 
of  the  friends  of  justice  at  the  North,  These  four  men  are 
all  competitors  for  the  Presidency.  Not  ono  of  thorn  is 
the  friend  of  freedom ;  he  that  is  apparently  least  its  foe, 
is  Mr  Benton,  tho  senator  from  Hwormri.  Mr  Clay,  of 
Kentucky,  is  loss  effectually  the  advocato  of  slavery  than 
Mr  Webster,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr  Webster  himsolf  has 
said,  "  There  is  no  North,”  and,  to  prove  it  oxporimont- 
a%,  stands  there  as  ono  mighty  instance  of  his  own  rule. 

In  tho  Senate  of  the  United  States,  only  Seward  and 
Chase  and  Halo  can  ho  relied  on  as  hostile  to  slavery.  In 
tho  Houso,  there  are  Root  and  Giddings,  and  Wilmot  and 
Mann,  and  a  fow  others.  "  But  what  are  these  among  so 
many  ?  " 

See  "how  it  strikes  a  stranger."  Here  is  an  extract 
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from  the  letter  of  a  distinguished  and.  learned  man,*  sent 
out  hero  by  the  king  of  Sweden  to  examine  our  public 
schools :  "  I  have  just  returned  from  Washington,  where  1 
have  been  witnessing  the  singular  spectacle  of  this  free 
and  -enlightened  nation  being  buried  in  sorrow,  on  account 
of  the  death  of  that  great  advocate  of  slavery,  Mr  Calhoun. 
Mr  Webster's  speech,  seems  to  have  made  n  very  strong 
impression  upon  tho  people  of  the  South,  as  I  have  heard 
it  repeated  almost  as  a  lesson  of  tho  catechism  by  every 
person  I  have  met  within  the  slave  territory.  It  seems 
now  to  be  an  established  belief,  that  slavery  is  not  a  nudum- 
ivccruftarium-,  still  less  an  evil  difficult  to  get  rid  of,  but  de¬ 
sirable  soon  to  get  rid  of.  No,  far  from  that ;  it  seems  to 
be  considered  an  quite  a  natural,  most  happy,  and  essen¬ 
tially  Christian  institution  !” 

Not  satisfied  with  keeping  an  institution  which  tho  more 
Christian  religion  of  the  Mohammedan  Boy  of  Tunis  has 
rejected  as  a  “sin  against  God/'  wo  seek  to  extend  it,  to 
perpetuate  it,  oven  on  soil  which  tho  half- civilized  Mexi¬ 
cans  made  clear  from  its  pollutions.  Tho  great  organs  of 
tho  party  politics  of  tho  land  are  in  favour  of  the  exten¬ 
sion  ;  the  great  political  men  of  the  land  seek  to  extend 
it;  tho  lea  chug  men  in  the  largo  mercantile  towns  of  the 
North — in  Boston,  Now  York,  and  Philadelphia, — aro  ".Iso 
in  favour  of  extending  slavery.  All  this  is  plain. 

But,  sir,  as  I  como  up.  here  to  this  Convention  year  after 
year,  I  find  some  signs  of  encouragement.  Even  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  tho  star  of  hope  appears,  and  we 
may  safely  and-  reasonably  say,  "Now  is  our  salvation 
nearer  than  when  wo  first  believed  ”  in  anti-slavery.  Lot 
us  look  a  little  at  the  condition  of  America  at  this  moment, 
to  see  what  there  is  to  help  or  what  to  hinder  us. 

First,  I  will  speak  of  the  present  crisis  in  our  affairs ; 
them  of  the  political  parties  amongst  us  ;  then  of  tho  man¬ 
ner  in  which  this  crisis  is  met;  next  of  tho  foes  of  free¬ 
dom  ;  and  last,  of  its  friends.  I  will  apeak  with  nil 
coolness,  and  try  to  apeak  short.  By  tho  middle  of  the 
anniversary  week,  men  got  a  little  heated ;  I  am  sure  I 
shall  bo  cool,  and  I  think  I  may  also  be  dull. 

There  must  be  unity  of  action  iu  a  nation,  as  well  as  in 
a  man,  or  there  cannot  bo  harmony  and  welfare.  As  a 
man  "cannot  serve  two  masters”  antagonistic  and  dia- 
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metrically  opposed  io  one  another,  as  God  and  Mammon, 
no  more  c- n  a  nation  serve  two  opposite  principles  at  the 
same  time. 

Ko»v,  there  are  two  opposite  and  conflicting  principles 
recognized  in  fcho  political  action  of  America  :  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  they  contend  for  the  mastery,  each  striving  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  other. 

There  is  what  I  call  the  American  idea.  I  so  name  it, 
because  it  seems  to  mo  to  lie  at  fcho  basis  of  all  our  truly 
original,  distinctive,  and  American  institutions.  It  is  it¬ 
self  a  complex  idea,  composed  of  three  subordinate  and 
more  simple  ideas,  namely  :  The  idea  that  all  men  have  un¬ 
alienable  rights ;  that  in  respect  thereof,  all  men  are 
created  equal  ;  and  that  government  ia  to  bo  established 
and  sustained  for  the  purpose  of  giving  every  man  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  enjoyment,  and  development  of  all  those 
unalienable  rights.  This  idea  demands,  as  the'  proximate 
organization  thereof,  a  democracy,  that  is,  a  government 
of  all  the  people,  by  all  the  people,  for  all  fcho  people  ;  of 
course,  a  government  after  the  principles  of  eternal  justice, 
tho  unchanging  law  of  God;  for  shortness'’  sake,  I  will 
call  it  the  idea  of  freedom. 

That  is  ono  idea;  and  fcho  other  is,  that  ono  wan  has  a 
right  to  hold  another  man  in  thraldom,  not  for  fctie  slave's 
good,  hut  for  the  master’s  convenience ;  not  on  account  of 
any  wrong  the  slave  lias  done  or  intended,  but  solely  for 
the  benehfc  of  the  master.  This  idea  is  not  peculiarly 
American.  For  shortness'  sake,  I  will  call  this  the  idea  of 
slavery.  It  demands  for  its  proximate  organization,  an 
aristocracy,  that  is,  a  government  of  all  tho  people  by  a 
part  of  the  people — tho  masters ;  for  a  part  of  the  people 
— the  masters  ;  against  a  part  of  the  people — the  slaves ; 
a  government  contrary  to  the  principles  of  eternal  justice, 
contrary  to  the  unchanging  law  of  God.  Theso  two 
ideas  nro  hostile,  irreconcilably  hostile,  and  can  no 
more  be  compromised  and  made  to  coalesce  in  the  life 
of  this  nation,  than  fcho  worship  of  the  real  God  and  tho 
worship  of  tho  imaginary  devil  c&u  be  combined  and  made 
to  coalesce  in  the  life  of  a  single  man.  An  attempt  has 
been  made  to  reconcile  and  unite  tho  two.  '  The  slavery 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  of  fcho  United  States  ia  <me 
monument  of  this  attempt;  fcho  results  of  this  attempt — 
yon  see  what  they  are,  not  order,  but  confusion. 
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Wo  ctmnot  have  any  settled  and  lasting  linnnony  until 
one  or  the  other  of  these  ideas  is  cast  onfc  of  the  councils 
of  the  nation  :  ®e  there  must  be  war  between  them  before 
there  can  bo  peace.  Hitherto,  the  nation  has  not  been 
clearly  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  two  adverse  princi¬ 
ples  ;  or,  if  aware  of  their  existence,  ban  thought  little  of 
their  irreconcilable  diversity.  At  the  present  time,  this 
fact  is  brought  homo  to  our  consciousness  with  great  clear¬ 
ness.  On  the  one  hand,  the  friends  of  freedom  set  forth 
tho  idea  of  freedom,  clearly  and  distinctly,  demmlirg 
liberty  for  each  man.  This  has  boon  done  nano  1 1  bi  o 
Even  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  it  has  1  ecu  d  mo. 
and  repeatedly  during  the  present  session  of  Omen 
On  the  other  hand,  the  enemies  of  freedom  set  for  h  i  Ik  idea 
of  slavery  as  this  has  not  been  done  in  other  cocaines  im 
?v  long  time.  Slavery  has  not  been  so  lauded  in  am  le**  ■> 
lativc  body  for  many  a  year,  ns  in  tho  .American  Sunk  . 

I $50.  Some  of  the  discussions  remind  one  of  tho  spirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  .Roman  Senate,  a.  p.  6*2,  whan  about 
four  hundred  slaves  were  crucified,  because  their  master, 
Pedanius  Seetmdus,  tv  man  of  consular  dignity,  was  found 
murdered  in  his  bed,  I  mean  to  say,  tho  same  disregard 
of  the  welfare  of  the  claves,  the  same  widingnm  to  sacrifice 
them — if  not.  their  lives,  which  are  not  now  at  peril,  at 
least  their  welfare,  to  tho  convenience  of  thoir  in  as  temp 
Anybody  can  read  the  story  in  Tacitus,^  and  it  is  worth 
reading,  and  instructive,  too,  at  these  times. 

Hero  are  some  of  tho  statements  relative  to  slavery  made 
in  tho  thirty-first  Congress  of  tho  United  States.  Hearken 
to  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Mr  Badgor,  of  North 
Carolina : 

"It  is  clear  that  this  institution  [slavery]  not  only  was  not 
disapproved  of,  but  was  expressly  recognized,  approved,  and  its 
continuance  sanctioned  by  tho  divine  lawgiver  of  the  Jews." 

"  Whether  an  evil  or  not,  it  is  not  a  sin  ;  it  is  not  a  violation 
of  the  diVine  law. 

What  treatment  did  it  receive  from  the  founder  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  dispensation  ?  It-  was  approved,  first  negatively,  because,  in 
the  whole  Now  Testament,  there  is  not  to  bo  found  one  single 
word,  either  spoken  by  the  Saviour,,  or  by  any  of  the  ovang&liata 
or  apostles,  in  which  that  institution  is  cither  directly  or  imii- 

e  A&nal  lab.  XIY,  cap.  42,  ft  *fj. 
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redly  condemned;  aadalso  aOiraatn-ejly.’'  This  he  endeavours 
to  show,  by  quoting  the  passage®  from  St  Paul,  usually  quoted 
for  that  purpose,  “  Nothing :  would  be  easier  than  for  St  Paul  to 
have  aria — ‘  Slaves,  bo  obedient  to  your  hc&ihan  masters ;  but 
1  say  to  you,  feeling  masters,  mnandpateyour  slaves;  tbo  law  of 
Christ  is  against  that  relation,  and  you  arc  bound,  therefore,  to  set 
them  at  liberty.’  No  such  word  is  ep-ohen.”  ‘ 

Tims  far  goes  tho  Hon.  Senator  Badger,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr  Brown,  of  Mississippi*  goes  further  yofc.  Ho  knows 
what-  some  men  think  of  slavery,  and  tells  thorn,  u  Very 
well,  think  so  ;  but  keep  your  thoughts; to  yourselves.” 
Ho  is  not  content  with  bidding  tbo  fr  freest  and  moat  en¬ 
lightened  notion  in  tho  world,”  bo  silent  on  this  matter : 
ho  is  not  content,  with  Mr  Badger,  to  declare,  that  if  an 
evil,  it  is  not  a  sin,  and  to  find  it-  upheld  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  allowed  in  tho  New  Testament;  ho  tolls  us  that 
ho  u  regards  slavery  ns  u  great  moral,  social,  political,  and 
religious  blessing— -a  blessing  to  tho  slave,  and  a  blessing 
to  the  master.” 

Thus,  tho  issue  is  fairly  made  between  Hie  two  principles. 
The  contradiction  is  plain.  Tho  battle  between  tho  two  is 
open,  and.  m  sight  of  the  world. 

But  this  i.6  not  tho  first  time  there  has  been  a  quarrel 
between  tho  idea  of  slavery  and  tho  idea  of  freedom  in 
America.  The  quarrel  lias  lasted,  with  an  occasional  truce, 
for  mom  than  sixty  years,  In  six  battles,  alavory  has  been 
victoriou.0  over  freedom. 

1.  In  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  supporting 
slavery, 

2.  In  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  as  stow-  territory. 

3.  la  tho  acquisition  of  Florida  as  slavo  territory. 

4.  In  making  tho  Missouri  Compromise. 

5.  In  the  annexation  of  Texas  as  a  slave  State. 

6.  In  tho  Mexican  war-— a  war  mean  and  wicked,  oven 
amongst  wars. 

Since  the  lie  volution,  there  have  been  throe  instances 
of  great  national  importance,  in  which  .freedom  has  over¬ 
come  slavery ;  there  have  been  throe  victories  :  ‘ 

1.  In  prohibiting  slavery  from  the  North-west  territory, 
before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

2.  In  prohibiting  tho  slave-trade  in  11308.  I  mean,  in 
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prohibiting  the  African  slave-trade ;  the  American  slave- 
trade  is  still  carried  on  in  tbo  capital  of  the  United  States, 

8.  The  prohibition  of  slavery  in  Oregon  may  be  regarded 
as  a  third  victory,  though  not  apparently  of  so  much  con¬ 
sequence  as  the  others. 

Nov  comes  another  battle,  and  it  remains  to  bo  decided 
whether  tbo  idea  of  slavery  or  the  idea  of  freedom  is  to 
prevail  in  tbo  territory  we  have  conquered  and  stolen  from 
Mexico.  The  present  strife  is  to  settle  that  question.  How, 
as  before,  it  is  a  battle  between  freedom  and  slavery ;  one 
on  which  the  material  and  spiritual  welfare  of  millions  of 
men  depends;  but  now  the  difference  between  freedom 
and  slavery  is  more  clearly  soon  than  in  1787  ;  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  each  are  better  understood,  and  tho  ran  of 
slavery  is  felt  and  acknowledged  by  a  class  of  persons  who 
had  few  representatives  sixty  years  ago.  It  is  a  much 
greater  triumph  for  slavery  to  prevail  now,  and  carry  its 
institutions  into  New  Mexico  in  1850,  than  it  was  to  pass 
the  pro-slavery  provisions  of  tho  Constitution  in  1787. 
It  will  bo  a  greater  sin  now  to  extend  slavery,  than  it  was 
to  establish  it  in  1620,  when  slaves  were  first  brought  to 
Virginia, 

Ever  since  tho  adoption  of  tho  Constitution,  protected 
by  that  shield,  mastering  tho  energies  of  tho  nation,  and 
fighting  with  that  weapon,  .slavery  has  been  continually 
aggprossive.  The  slave-driver  has  coveted  new  soil ;  has 
churned  it ;  has  had  his  claim  allowed.  Louisiana,  Florida, 
Texas,  California,  and  Now  Mexico  are  the  results  of 
Southern  aggression.  Now  the  slave-driver  reaches  out 
his  hand  towards  Cuba,  trying  to  clutch  that  emerald  gem 
set  in  the  tropic  sea.  How  easy  it  was  to  surrender  to 
Great  Briiirm  portions  of  tho  Oregon  Territory  in  a  high 
Northern  latitude  t  Had  it  been  South  of  86°  80',  it  would 
not  have  been  so  easy  to  settle  the  Oregon  question  by  a 
compromise.  So  when  wo  make  a  compromise  there,  "  the 
reciprocity  must  be  all  on  one  rido.” 

Let  us  next  look  at  the  position  of  tho  political  parties 
with  respect  to  tho  present  crisis.  There  are  now  four 
political  parties  la  the  land. 

1 .  There  is  the  Government  party,  represented  by  tho 
President,  and  portions  of  his  Cabinet,  if  not  the  whole  of 
it.  This  party  does  not  attempt  to  ^  meet  tho  question 
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■which  com  oh  tip,  but  to  tlodgo  and  avoid  it.  Shall  freedom 
or  slavery  prevail  in  the  new  territory  ?  is  the  qa  option . 
The  Government  has  no  opinion  ;  it  will  leave  the  matter 
to  bo  settled  by  tlio  people  of  the  territory.  This  party 
wishes  California  to  come  into  the  Union  without  skvory, 
for  it  is  her  own  desire  so  to  come  :  and  does  not  wish  a 
territorial  government  to  be  formed  by  Congress  in  New 
Mexico,  but  to  leave  the  people  there  to  form  a  State,  ox-' 
eluding  or  establishing  slavery  as  they  see  fit.  The  motto 
of  this  party  is  inaction,  not  intervention.  King  James  I, 
once  proposed  a  question  to  the  judges  of  England.  They 
declined  to  answer  it,  and  the  king  said,  -If  ye  give  no 
counsel,  then  why  be  ye  counsellors  ?  The  people  of  the 
United  Stoics  might  ask  the  Government,  u  If  ye  give  na 
no  leading,  then  why  bo  ye  leaders?  >J  This  party , is  not' 
hostile  to  slavery ;  not  opposed  to  its  extension. 

2.  Then  there  is  the  Whig  party.  This  party  has  one 
distinctive  idea ;  the  idea  of  a  tariff  for  protection ;  whether 
for  the  protection  of  American  labour,  nr  merely  American 
capital,  I  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire.  The  Whig  party 
is  no  more  opposed  to  slavery,  or  its  extension,  than  the 
Government  party  itself. 

However,  there  are  two  divisions  of  the  Whigs,  the  Whig 
party  South,  and  the  Whig  party  North.  The  two  agree 
in  their  ideas  of  protection,  and  their  pro-slavery  character. 
But  the  Wing  party  South  advocates  slavery  and  protec¬ 
tion  ;  the  'Whig  party  North,  protection,  and  slaver}'’. 

In  the  North  there  are  many  Whigs  who  are  opposed  to 
slavery,  especially  to  the  extension  of  slavery ;  there  are 
also  many  other  persons,  not  of  the  Whig  party,  opposed 
t-o  the  extension  of  slavery ;  therefore  in  the  late  elec¬ 
tioneering  campaign,  to  secure  the  votes  of  these  persons, 
it  was  necessary  for  the  Whig  party  North  to  make  pro¬ 
fession  of  anti-slavery.  This  was  done  accordingly,  m  a 

S moral  form,  and  in  special  an  attempt  was  made  to  sir  :w 
at  the  Whig  party  was  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery. 

Hear  what  Senator  Chase  says  on  this  point,  I  rend 
from  his  speech,  in  the  Senate,  on  March  2d,  I860  :■— * 
u  On  the  "Whig  side  k  was  urged,  that  the  candidate  of  the 
Philadelphia  Convention  wk?, uoi  positively  favourable  to  the 
Proviso,  at  least-  pledged  fcc.  leav >  the  matter  to  Congress  free 
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from  executive  influence,  and  ready  to  prove  it  when  enacted  by 
that  body.” 

General  Casa  bad  written  the  celebrated  *f  Nicholson  Let¬ 
ter/5  in  which  he  declared  that  Congress  had  no  constitu¬ 
tional  power  to  enact  the  Proviso.  But  so  anxious  were 
the  Democrats  of  tho  North  to  assume  an  anti -si  a  very  as¬ 
pect, — continues  Mr  Chase, — that 

“  Notwithstanding  this  letter,  many  of  his  friends  in  the  free 
States  persisted  in  asserting  that  he  would  not,  if  elected,  veto 
the  Proviso  ;  many  also  insisted  that  he  regarded  shiver)*  as  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  territories  by  the  Mexican  laws  still  in  force ; 
while  others  maintained  that  he  regarded  slavery  as  an  institu¬ 
tion  of  positive  law,  and  Congress  as  constitutionally  incompe¬ 
tent  to  enact  such  law,  and  that  therefore  it  was  impossible  for 
slavery  to  got  into  tho  territories,  whether  Mexican  law  was  in 
force  or  not.” 

This,  says  Mr  Chase,  was  tho  Whig  argument : — 

“  Prohibition  is  essential  to  tho  certain  exclusion  of  slavery 
from  tho  territories.  If  the  Democratic  candidate  shall  be  elected, 
prohibition  is  impossible,  for  the  veto  wilt  be  used :  if  tho  Whig 
candidate  shall  bo  elected,  prohibition  is  certain,  provided  you 
elect  a  Congress  who  will  carry  out  your  will.  Vote,  there¬ 
fore,  for  tho  Whigs.” 

Such  was  the  general  argument  of  tho  Whig  party.  Let 
us  see  what  it  was  in  Massachusetts  in  special.  Here  I 
have  documentary  evidence.  This  is  the  statement  of  the 
Whig  Convention  at  Worcester  in  1848,  published  shortly 
before  the  election ; — 

“  Wo  understand  tho  Whig  party  to  bo  committed  in  favour 
of  the  principles  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1.787,  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  olavery  in  territory  now  free,  and  of  its  abolition,  wher¬ 
ever  it  can  bo  constitutionally  effected.” 

They  professed  to  aim  at  tho  same  thing  which  tho  free 
soil  pariy  aimed  at,  only  tho  work  must  be  done  by  tho 
old  Whig  organisation.  Free  soil  cloth  must  be  manu¬ 
factured,  but  it  must  bo  woven  in  tho  old  Whig  mill,  with 
the  old  Whig,  mpchinory,  and  by  tho  Whig  weavers.  See 
what  the  Convention  says  of  tho  Democratic  party : — 
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“  Wo  understand  the  Democratic  party  to  pledged  to  de¬ 
cline  nuy  legislation  upon,  the  subject  of  sit. /cry,  with  a  view 
either  to  its  prohibition  or  restriction,  in  places  where  it  does 
not  exist,  or  to  its  abolition  in  any  of  tho  territories  of  the  United 
States.” 

There  is  no  ambiguity  in  that  language.  Men  can  talk  ’ 
very  plain  when  they  will.  Still  there  were  some  that 
doubted ;  so  tho  great  and  famous  men  of  tho  party  came 
out  to  convince  the  doubters  that  luo  Wliigs  were  the  men 
to  save  tho  country  from  tho  disgrace  of  slavery. 

Here  lot  mo  introduce  tho  testimony  of  Mr  Choate. 

This  which  follows  is  from  his  speech  at  Salem.  He:  tells 
us  the  g/oat  work  is,  “  Tho  passage  of  a  law  to-davvthat 
California  and  New  Mexico  shall  remain  for  over  free. 
That  is  ...  an  object  of  great  and  transcendent  impovtr 
anee :  .  .  .wo  should  go  up  to  tho  very  limits  of  tho  Con-  . 
stitution  itself  ...  to  defeat  tho  always  detested  and  for- 
over-to-bo '  detested  object  of  tho  dark  ambition  of  that 
candidate  of  tho  Baltimore  Convention  who  had  consented 
to  pledge  himself  in  advance,  that  ho  will  vote  tho  future  .  ■’ 
law  of  freedom  1  ”  Is  there  a  Whi^  upon  this  floor-  who 
doubts  that  tho  strength  of  the  Whig  party  next  March  .  -  '• 
will  extend  freedom  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  if  by 
tho  Constitution  they  aro  entitled  to  freedom  at  all  ?  Is 
there  a  member  of  Congress  that  would  mot  vote  for  free- 
dom?”  [Nanote  simplicitm  !  Ora  pro  n&bis !]  “Is  there 
a  single  Whig  constituency,  in  any  fi*eo  State  in  iritis  coim-> 
try,  that  would  return  any  man  that  would  not  vote  for  . 
freedom  ?  Do  you  beliovo  that  Daniel  Webster  himself 
could  bo  returned,  if  there  whs  tho  least  doubt  upon  this  ./ 
question  :  :'r  ‘ 

That  i3  plain  speech.  But,  to  pass  from  tho  special  to.  ri 
the  particular,  hear  Mr  Webster  himself.  What  follows  is 
from  his  famous  speech  at  Marshfield,  September,  1848. 

“  General  Cass  (he  says)  will  have  the  Senate  •,  and  with  the  . 
natronage  of  the  Government,  with  the  interest  that  ho,  as  a;  ; 
Northerh  man,  can  bring  to  bear,  co-operating  with  every  interest, 
that  tho  South  can  bring  to  bear,’ we  cry  jaftdt/  before  ro-  are 
out  of  the  woods,  if  wo  feci  that  there  is  no  danger  as  to  these 
now  territories !  ”  “  In  ray  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  feelings  of  a  vast  majority  of  tho  people  require  that 
a  rrcsidc.nl  of  tbe&s  Urn  ted'  States  shall  lie  elected,  who  will  run- 
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tber  use  his  official  influence  to  promote,  nOr.  who  feels  any  dis¬ 
position  in  his  heart  to  promote,  the  farther  extension  of  nh.ttrey 
m  this  co  tin  try,  and  the  farther  influence- of  it  in  the  public 
councils." 

Speaking  of  tho  free  soil  party  and  tho  Bufialo  platform, 
ho  says — u  I  hold  myself  to  ho  as  good  a  free  soil  man  as 
any  of  tho  Buffalo  convention."  Of  the  platform,  he  says 
— u  l  can  stand  upon  it  pretty  well.”  UX  beg  to  know  who 
is  to  inspire  into  my  breast  a  more  resolute  and  fixed  de¬ 
termination  to  resist,  unyieldingly,  the  encroachments  and 
advances  of  tho  slave  power  in  this  country,  than  has  in¬ 
spired  it,  over  since  tho  day  that  I  first  opened  ray  mouth 
in  tho  councils  of  the  country.-" 

If  such  language  as  this  would  not  “  deceive  the  very 
elect,"  what  was  more  to  tho  point,  it  was'  quite  enough  to 
deccivo  the  electors.  But  now  this  language  is  forgotten; 
forgotten  in  general  by  tbe  Whig  party  .North ;  forgotten 
in  special  by  those  who  scented  to  bo  the  exponents  of  tho 
Whig  party  in  Massachusetts  ;  forgotten  at  any  rate  by  the 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  men  who  signed  the  letter 
to  Mr  Webster;  and  hi  particular  it  is  forgotten  by  Mr 
Webster  himself,  who  now  says  that  it  would  disgrace  his 
own  understanding  to  vote  for  the  extension  of  the  Wilmot 
Proviso  over  the  new  territory  I 

There  were  some  men  in  Now  England  who  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  statements  of  the  Whig  party  North  in  18-18,  be¬ 
cause  they  knew  tho  men  that  uttered  the  sentiments  of 
tho  Whig  party  South.  The  leaders  put  their  thumbs  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  then  said,  “  Do  you  see  any 
dough  in  our  faces  ? "  "  No !  "  said  tho  people,  "  not  a 
speck."  **  Then  vote  our  ticket,  and  nover  say  we  aro  not 
hostile  to  slavery  so  long  as  you  live." 

At  tho  South,  the  Whig  party  used  language  Bomewhat 
different.  Here  is  a  sample  from  the  Now  Orleans  Bee : — 

“  General  Taylor  is  from  birth,  association,  and  conviction, 
identified  with  the  South  and  her  institutions  ;  being  one  of  tho 
most  extensive  slave-holders  in  Louisiana — and  supported  by  the 
slave-holding  interest,  as  opposed  to  tho  Wilmot  Proviso,  and  in 
favour  of  securing  the  privilege  to  the  owners  of  slaves  to  remove 
with  them  to  newly  acquired  tarritory." 

3.  Then  there  is  tho  Democratic  party.  The  distinctive 
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idea  o £  the  Bemocreta  is  represented  by  the  word  a^ti-pro- 
faction,  or  r m-bmw  tariff.  This  party,  &a  such,  m  stiff  lo&$ 
opposed  to  slavery  than  the  Whigs  •  however,  thmo  are 
connected  with  it,  at  tbs  North,  many  men  who  oppose  the 
extension,  of  slavery.  This  party  is  divided  into  two  di- 
vision^,  the  Democratic  party  South,  and  the  Democratic 
party  NbHk,  They  agree  m  their  idea  of  anti-protection 
and  slavery,  differing  only  m  the  emphasis  which  they  give 
to  the  two  words.  'The  Democrats  of  the  South  say  Slavery 
and  ant i-protection;  the  Democrats  North,  Anti-protection 
and  slavery.  Thus  you  see,  that  while  there  is  a  spedSo 
difference  between  Democrats  and  Whigs,  there  is  also  a 
generic  agmawnt  in  the  matter  of  slavery.  According  to 
the  doctrine  of  sfecisye  affinities,  both  drop  what  they  have 
a  feeble  affinity  far,  and  hold  on  with  what- their  stronger 
affinity  demands.  The  Whigs  and  Democrats  of  the  South 
are  united  in  their  attach  incite  to  slavery,  not  only  mechan¬ 
ically,  but  by  a  sort  of  chemical  union, 

Mr  Cass’s  Nkh.ckon  letter  is  well  known,.  He  says. 
Congress  has  no  congtitutioaftl  right  to  restrict  slavery  in 
the  territories.  Hero  is  the  difference  between,  him  and 
General  Taylor.  General  Taylor  does  not  interfere  at 
all  in  the  matter.  If  Congress  pots  sis-very  in,  ho  says. 
Very  well  1  If  Cang?ess  puts  slavery  out,  be  says  the  same, 
Very  well  1  Bui  if  Congress  puts  slavery  out,  General  Cass 
would  say.  No.  You  shall  not  put  it  out.  One  has  the 
*  policy  of  King  Log,  the  other  that  of  King  Serpent.  So 
far  as  that  goes  Log  is  the  better  king. 

So  much  for  tee  Democratic  party. 

4.  Tire  free  soil  party  opposes  slavery  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  do,  and  yet  comply  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Its  idea  is  declared  by  its  words,—- No 
more  slave  territory.  It  does  not  profess  to  be  an  anti- 
slavery  party  in  general.,  only  an  anti-slavery  party  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  .- Constitution.  In  the  present  orris  in  the 
Congress  of  tho  United  States,  it  seemo  to  mo  the  men  who 
represent  this  idea,  though  not  always  professing  allegiance 
to  the-  party,  have  yet  done  the  nation  good  and  substan¬ 
tial  service.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  Messrs  Chase, 
Seward,  aod  Hale  in  the  Senate,  to  Messrs  Boot,  Giddings, 
and  Mann  in  tee  House.  Those  gentlemen  swear  to  keep 
the  Constitution  j  in  what  sense  and  with  what  limitations 
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I  know  .not.  Ifc  i.a  for  them  to  aeitl©  that  raster  with  their 
own  mmdmc®&.  •.  I do know .this,  tbafc  these  moo  have 

\<u  < * ,/  Mtato^rard*  against  slavery ;  heroic  words  in 
lb  b«u  f  we*  dom,..  Ills  not  to' bo  supposed  that  the  free 
#  t*  ^  r  *  ibejs^me  convictions  as  to 

£  t  j  o<  i^wery,.  which  the  anti-slavery  pa-rtjr  has  long 
a  m»a  t  still  -th&v  m&y  bo  aa  faithful  to  their  eonvic* 
tfo  f„s  a  r*  4  the  men.  about  this  platform.  If  they  havo 
h -i*  i  >  »falk  by #  they have  less  io  bo suaootmtabb  for, 
'$(  \  n  part,’  spite  of  then?  short-oosaags,  and  of 
gi  tm.  Si  which  to  wrong  in  t-.be  mk?  elections 

in  N  **  ftwU&d,  XJ  cannot  help  thinking  they  him*  done 
j.  od  «  n*uviduala,  and  sms  a,  pettf:  *  .it  seems  to  mo  they 
Juat  dr  t4'  g  >&&  both  ways. .  i  will  honours!  1  \«anjy  ©p- 
vr'-j^^n  to  slavo*^  whothor  it  ©am©  up  i©  .my  mark,  or 
<*  s.  not  come  near  ?,k  X  will.  ask  givury  aa&a  to  bo  true  to 
v-  nsetanca,  sad  bi&  mson,  sot  to  mine. 

Tn  fog  ~  lbs  parties,  I  ought  not  to  omit-  to  my  a 
e  ord  o*  two  txspa-.  K»g  seme  of  the  most-  prominent  moss, 
ana  Jo‘tt  tjen  a  roferoneo  i#  this  ^evety  ^aostfon,  H 
if  «H*u  ‘mou,  <.imi  of  Ml  tb©  oandhi&tes  for  ibt  Pram- 
d<  i  o  M*  ■*•»  r  t'if  sf  M?s»an,  should  bo  thoMast  hummed 
to  gupporr?  im  jmimdom  of  the  slave  power*.  Bui  so 
&«?»_ 

Of  Mr  Q&m.  nothing  more-  need  "be  said  at  present }  his 
position,  is  defined  and  watt  kae  T‘  x  *ai  word,  mush  be 
m&&  pi  Mr  Olay*  He  mwm  io-nr  >n,  as  mml,  with  a 
s<  Oottxpmmmu^  Hew  it  is,  m  famous  **  Omnibus 
Bilk5*  In  one  p  jsO  j  a  f  »o  s  to  Government, 

scheme*  Goi  i.u5  xwii.  *-*  I  no  o^gar  u  Ibo  party  ,  n>- 
.eenitneade  the  aur  m  rr  cJ^Teme,  as.».»  independent 
measure,  He  d  w-.  n  it  t  -odV  and  lump  it  together  with 
any.  other  matt*  *  i  id  tk.  „  rogp©et>  He  scheme  is  more 
.f&ycuirnhle  to  ire*  om  to  tn  he  other  ]  for  Mr  Olay  couples 
the  &&xmBmnp  o  Cal r  r  a  ofclmr. things*  Bui  in  two 
pemts  MV  Oby'=?  mu  nas  tse  snperiori^f  <rrer  tbs  GoneraFu 
sehomo:  , 

..  L  J&  limits  th&  Wesiom.  .and  Northern  -Smnd&irfes  of 
Tosm,  aud  m  rsdaoss  iho  tonfiory  of  &&&.  State,,  whm 
slavery  is  now. otlibblMteu.  by  kwi  Y«% .as "I  understand 
it,  bo  tnkei  off  from  »M«w  Mesioo  about-  aevonty  thousand 
sqn&ro  milos,  enooglt  Vo  make  eight  ror  ton  Stales  like 
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Mas«ftcbtisaifcR,  Anti  delivers  it  over  to  Texas  to  bo  ■  slave 
sell  i  m  Mr  Webster  say»,  out  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
re  doom  from  that  scourge. 

2.  It  does  not  main  tom  that  Congress  ha.®  no  power  to 
exclude  slavery  in  admitting  a  new  Stole ;  whereas,  if  I 
understand  the  President  in.  ms  mc^sagophe  considers-  such 
an  act  u  An  invasion  of  their  rights/*  '* 

Lot  us  pass  by  Mr  OW,  and  come  to  the  other  aspirant 
for  the  Prcwii deucy. 

At  the  Philadelphia  Convention,  Mr  Webster,  at  the 
moat,  could  only  get  -me,  half  the  votes  of  Now  England 
several  of  those  not  given  in  earnest,  but  only  as  &  com¬ 
pliment  to  the-  great  man  from  the  North.  Now,  hading 
liis  presidential  wares  not  likely  to  be  bought  bf  Now; 
England,  he  tokos  them  so  a  wider  market ;  with  what 
success  wo  shall  one  day  see. 

Something  has  already  been  said  in  the  newspapers  and 
elsewhere,  abbot  Mr  Webster's  speech..  No  speech  over 
delivered  in  America  has  excited  such  deep  ana  righteous 
indignation.  X  know  there  are  influential  mm  in  Boston, 
and  in  all  largo  towns,  who  must  always  have  somebody 
to  sustain  and  applaud..  They  some  time  since  applauded 
Mr  Webster,,  for  reasons  very  well,  known,  and  now  con¬ 
tinue  their  applause  of  him.  His  late  speech  pleases  them  ; 
Its.  worst  parts,  please  them  most  All  that  is  as  was  to  bo 
expected  j  men  like  what  they  must  like.  But,  in  the 
country,  among  the  sober. mem  of  Mtaaochtaottc  and  How 
England,  who  prise  right  above  the  political  expediency 
of  to-day.  I  think  Mr  Websteris  .speech  is  read  with  indig¬ 
nation.  I  believe  no  one  political  act  in  America,  since  the 
treachery  of  Benedict  Arnold,  lias  excited  &o  much  moral 
indignation,  as  the  conduct  of  Daniel  Webster..  • 

But  I  pass 'by  his  speech,  to  speak  of  other  things  con¬ 
nected  with  that  famous  man.  One  of  the-  most  irJhspufcial 
pro- slavery  newspapers  of  Boston,  calls  the  gmtl cm ep Vh o 
signed  the  letter  to  him,  the  “  Itetoiners  v  of  Mr  Webster. 
Tho  word  is  well,  chosen  and  quite  descriptive. ..  This  word 
is  used  in  a  common,  a  feudal,  and  a  legal  sense.  In  the- 
common  sense,  it  means  ono  who  has  complete  possession 
of  tho  thing  retained ;  in  tho  feudal  sense,  it  means  a 

•  ExectUm  Documents :  Horns  of  ih^re^tttoUva*,  Nft.  IT,  p.  3. 
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dependent  or  vassal,  who  is  bound  to  support  his  liege 
lord ;  in  the  legal  sense,  it  means  the  person  who  hires  an 
attorney  to  do  his  business ;  and  the  sum  given  to  secure 
hi. r  services,  or  prevent  him  from  acting  for  the  opposite 
party,  is  celled  a  retaining  fee.  I  take  it  the  word  “  Re¬ 
tainers  ”  is  used  in  the  legal  sense ;  certainly  it  is  not  in 
the  feudal  sense,  for  these  gont-lomen  do  not  owe  allegiance 
to  Mr  Webster.  Nor  is  it  in  its  common  sense,  for 
events  have  shown  that  they  have  not  a  if  complete  pos¬ 
session  ”  of  Mr  Webster. 

Now  a  word  about  this  letter  to  him.  Mr  Webster’s 
retainers — nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  in  number — tell 
him,  (t  You  have  pointed  out  to  a  whole  people  the  path  of 
duty,  have  convinced  the  understanding,  and  touched  tho 
conscience  of  a  nation/’  t(  Wo  desire,  therefore,  to  express 
to  yon  our  entire  concurrence  in  the  sentiments  of  your 
speech,  and  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  tho  inestimable  aid  it 
has  afforded  towards  the  preservation  and  perpetuation  of 
the  Union/ : 

They  express  their  entire  concurrence  in  the  sentiments 
of  his  speech.  In  the  speech,  as  published  in  tho  edition 
{t  revised  and  corrected  by  himself/’  Mr  Webster  declares 
his  intention  to  support  the  famous  fugitive  slave  bill,  and. 
the  amendments  thereto.  **  with  all  ite  provisions,  to  the 
fullest  extent/’  When  the  retainers  express  their  “  entire 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  of  tho  speech,”  they  express 
their  entire  concurrence  in  that  intention.  There  is  no 
ambiguity  in  tho  language ;  they  make  a  universal  affirm¬ 
ation — (atjirimtio  <U  omni).-  Now  Mr  Webster  comes  out, 
by  two  agents,  and  recants  this  declaration.  Let  me  do 
him  110  injustice.  Ho  shall  heard  by  his  next  friend, 
who  wishes  to  amend  tho  record,  a  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  Courier,  of  May  6th  : — 

“Tho  speech  now  reads  thus  .- — ‘My  friend  at  the  head  of  tho 
.  Judiciary  Committee  has  &  hill  on  the  subject,  now  before  the 
Senate,  with  arena  amendment*  to  it,  which  I  propose  to  support, 
with  all  its  provisions,  to  the  fullest  extent’  Change  tho  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  word  which,  and  the  sentence  would  read  thus : — 4  My 
friend  at  tho  head  of  the  <T luhd&ry  Committee  has  a  bill  on  tho 
subject,  now  before  the  Senate,  which,  with  some  amendments  to 
it,  I  propose  to  support,  with  all  its  provisions,  to  tho  fullest 
>  extent/  ” 
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te  Call  you  that  backing  your  friends  ? "  Really,  it  is  too 
bad,  after  Ms  retainers  Have  expressed  their  “  ontiro  con¬ 
currence  in  the  sentiments  of  tho  speech/'  for  him  to  back 
out,  to  deny  that  he  entertained  one  of  the  sentiments 
already  approved  of  and  concurred  in  !  Can  it  bo  possible, 
■wo  ask,  that  Mr  Webster  can  resort  to  this  device  to  de¬ 
fend  himself,  leaving  his  retainers  in  the  lurch  ?  It  does 
not  look  li.ko|bim  to  do  such  a  thing.  But  the  corre¬ 
spondent  of  tho  Courier  goes  on  a*;  follows  : — 

M  We  arc  authorised  to  state,  first — That  Sir  Webster  did  not 
ret  be  this  portion  of  hia  speech,  with  any  view' to  examine  its 
exilict  accuracy  of  phrase;  aud  second — That  Mr  Webster  at 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  speech,  had  in  his  desk  three 
cracndatorv  sections,  ....  and  one  of  which  prorides  expressly 
•for-  the  right  of  trial  hy  jury." 

But  who  is  tho  person  r' authorised  to  state"  such  a 
tiding  ?  Brofeaaor  Stuart  interns  tho  public  that  it/'  cornea 
from  the  hand  of  a  man  who  might  claim  a  near  place  to 
Mir  Webster,  iii  respect  to  talent,  integrity,  and  patriotism." 

Still,  this  recantation  is  so  unlike  Mr  Webster,  that  one 
would  almost  doubt  the  testimony  of  so  grmb  an  unknown 
as  is  the  writer  in  the  Courier.  But  Mr  Stuart  removes 
all  doubt,  and  says — “  I  merely  add  that  Mr  Webster  him* 
self  has  personally  assured  mo  that  his  speech  was  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  correction  kero  made,  and  that  ho  has 
now  in  his  desk  tho  amendments  to  which  the  corrector 
refers.”  So  the  retainers  must  bear  the  honour,  or  tho 
aliaiuc,  wh‘ichsoDver  it  may'  Ire,  of  volunteering  tho  advocacy 
of  that  remarkable  bill. 

When  Paul  was  persecuted,  for  righteousness*  sake,  how 
easily  might <f  the  offence  of  the  cross”  haw©  been  made  to 
cease,  by  a  mere  ti'aasporition  I  Had  h©  pursued  that 
plan,  he  need  not  have  been  let  down  from  the  wall  in  a 
basket :  ho  might  have  had  a  dinner  given  him  by  forty 
scribes,  at  the  Erst  hotel  in  .Torusalom,  and  a  doctor  of  tho 
law  to  defend  him  in  a  pamphlet. 

But,  alas  1  in  Mr  Webster's  euro,  admitting  the  trans¬ 
position  is  real,  tho  tten^tibstaatiation  is  hot  .thereby  ef¬ 
fected  ;  the  tronsfsr  of  tho  which  docs  not  alter  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  sen  ton  co  to  the  requisite  degree.  The  MB,  which 
he  volunteers  to  advocate,  contains  provisions  to  this  effect : 
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That  tin';  owner  of  a  fugitive  slaves  may  seize  hu>  fugitive, 
and,  on  the  warrant  of  any  “judge,  commissioner,  clerk, 
marshal,  post-master,  or  collector,"  “residing  or  being " 
within  tko  State  where  the  sebum  is  made,  the  fugitive, 
without  any  trial  by  jury,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  his  mag- 
tor,  and  carried  out  of  the  State.  Now,  this  is  the  bill 
which  Mr  Webster  proposes  “to  support,  with  all  its  pro¬ 
visions,  to  the  fullest  extent,"  I’/et  him  transfer  his  which, 
it  does  not  transubstantiate  his  statement  so  that  he  can 
consistently  introduce  a  section  which  “  provides  expressly 
for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury/'  'This  attempt  to  evade  the 
plain  meaning  of  a  plain  statement,  is  loo  small  a  thing  for 
a  great  man. 

I  make  no  doubt  that  Mr  Webster  had  iu  his  desk,  at 
the  time  alleged,  a  bill  deigned  to  secure  the  trial  by  jury 
to  fugitive  slaves,  prepared  os  it  is  set  forth.  But  how  do 
you  think  it  catno  there,  and  for  what  purpose  t  Lost 
February  Mr  Webster  was  intending  to  make  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  speech;  and  then,  I  nmko  no  doubt,  it  was  that  this 
bill  was  prepared,  with  the  design  of  introducing  it !  But 
I  kco  no  reason  for  supposing,  that  when  ho  made  his 
celebrated  speech,  ho  intended  to  introduce  it-  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  Mr  Mason's  or  Butler’s  bilk  It  is  said  that  he 
will  present  it  to  the  Senate.  Let  us  wait  and  see.* 

But,  since  tho  speech  at  Washington,  Mr  Webster  has 
said  things  at  Boston  almost  m  bad.  Hero  they  are; 
extracts  from  his  speech  at  the  Revere  House.  I  quote 
from  tho  report  in  the  Daily  Advertiser.  “Neither  you  nor 
I  shall  sea  the  legislation  of  tho  country  proceed  in  the  old 
harmonious  way,  until  tho  discussions  in  Congress  and  out 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  to  which  yon  have  alluded 
[the  subject  of  slavery] ,  shall  be,  in  some  way,  suppressed. 
Take  that  truth  homo  with  you — and  take  it  as  truth.1'  A 
very  pretty  truth  that  is  to  take  homo  with  us,  that  “  dis¬ 
cussion  "  must  be  “  suppressed  1" 

*'  Saw*  tb#  udirvrv  tt»  atara^  Hr  Wcbsttsr  hm  iBiwdoodi  Us  HU,  rro- 
ridiiw  a  trial  by  jary  for  higitiir®  «km  If  I  is,  Mr  Webster  data 

ftutwr  lt«  a  tbs  J&hdsrylHU  oo  tbaaabkct,  tk*a  oot  sntrv- 

ttaoS  it  m  as*  &»e»iS®e,«t  so  ik&i  «?  to  aorUuug  Kay,  be  i!w»  not  formally 
tatreshwe  It— *»ly  lays  li  WfUts  tho  ifeaste,  dft'flw  dwfcratfeat  h  way  be 
prlataii  I  --Tba  <M*«t  ii  b  pa  prwhwaj  St  h  way  easy  to  toe.  Xha  n&* 

teitusws  cam  row  say— -B^sl  Hr  Webster  feitasolf  wiA®*  to  prorida  a  trial  by 
jary  for  Atfitlrwl  8«a*  of  tho  jnrorblae*  of  the  Mi  ar 1 1 vasarkakte,  hut  they 
iirsd  tssl  be  dsrelt  ess  here 
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Again,  bo  says : — 

u  Sir,  the  question  ^whether  Maajsicbuactfei  will  stand  to  tbo 
tnitb  against  temptation  [that  is  tbo  question]  1  whether  ftho 
will.  be  just  against-  temptation !  whether  ah©  will  defend  herself 
against  her  own  nrejuaices  I  Sho  has  conquered  everything 
efao  in  her  time;  she  lias  conquered  this  ocean  which  washes 'her 
shore ;  she  has  conquered  her  own  sterile  soil ;  she  lias  conquered 
her  stem  and  inflexible  climate  ;  ahe  has  fought  her  way  to  tho 
universal  respect  of  the  world ;  she  has  conquered  every  one’s 
prejudices  but  her  own.  The  question  . ia,  whether  she  will  eon-’ 
quar  her  own  prejudices  S” 

Tbo  trumped  gives  no  uncertain-  sound  ybufc  before?  wo 
prepare  ourselves  for  battle,  let  m  see  wbo  is  the  foe. 
What  are  tho  "  prejudices **  Massachusetts  is  to  conquer? 
Tbo  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  American  idea ;  tho  prejudice 
in  favour  of  what  cm  iVkots  called  self*  evident  truths ;  that 
all  men  'Tire  endowed  with  certain  unalienable  rights;"  that 
tf  all  men  are  created  equal/'  and  that  “  to  secure  these 
rights,  governments  are  instituted  amongst  in  on."  These 
are  the  prejudices  Massachusetts  is  called  on  to  conquer. 
There  are  some  men  who  will  do  this  “  with  al&orjiy/*  but 
will  Massachusetts  conquer  her  prejudices  in  favour  of  the 
u  unalienable  rights  of  man  "  ?  I  think,  Mr  President,  she 
will  first  have  to  forget  two  hundred  years  of  history.  She 
must  diace  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  from  her  memory, 
and  tear  the  old  rock  of  Plymouth  out  from  her  bosom. 
These  are  prejudices  which  Massachusetts  will,  not  conquer 
till  tho  ocean  ceases  to  wash  her  shore,  and  granite  jo 
harden  her  hills..  Massachusetts'  has  conquered: A  good 
many  things,  as  Mr  Webster  tells  us.  1  think  there  are 
so ve nil  other  things  vro  shall  try  oar  hand  upon,'  before  wo 
conquer  our  prejudice  in  favour  of  tho  unalienable  rights 
of  mm. 

There  is  one  pleasant  thing  about  ibis  position  of  Mr 
Webster.  Ho  is  alarmed  at  the  fire  which  has  been 
kindled  in.  his  rear.  Ho  finds  u  oonsidorablb  difference®  of 
opinion  prevail ....  on  the  subject  of  that  speech/'  and  is 
u  grateful,  to  receive  .  ,  .  :  opinions  so  decidedly  concurring 
with”  his  own, — eo  ho  tolls  tho  citiaons  of  Mewbury- 
port.  Ho  feels  obliged  to  do  something  to  escape  the 
obloquy  which  naturally  comes  upon  him.  So  ho  tomes 
his  speech ;  now  supplying  an  omission,  now  altering  a 
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little ;  authorizes  another  great  man  to  transpose  Im  rela¬ 
tive  pronoun, 'otul  anclior  .it  fast  to  another  antecedent; 
appeals  to  amendments  in  too  senatorial  desk,  designed  to 
secure  a.  jury  trial  for  fugitive  slaves ;  derides  Ids  opponents, 
and  ; compare® 'them  wito’ too  patriots  of  ancient  times. 
Horn  is  Ids  letter  to  the  citizens  of  Newbmyporfc — a  very 
remarkable  document.  It  contains  some  surprising  legal 
doctrines,  which  I  leave  others  to  pass  upon.  But  m  it  m 
explains  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  1793,  which  does  not 
" provide  for  the  trial  of  imj  c|nestioxi  whatever  by  jury,  in 
the  State  in  which  the  arrest  is  made.”  "  At  that  time/' 
nobody  regarded  any  of  ike  provisions  of  that  bill  as  "  re- 
pugn;*uG  to  religion, liberty,  tho  constitution,  or  humanity  •/’ 
ana  ho  lias  "  no  more  objections  to  the  provisions  of  this 
low,  than  was  seen  to  them.  ”  by  tho  framers  of  the  law  it¬ 
self.  If  he  sees  therein  nothing  "repugnant  to  religion, 
liberty,  the  constitution,  or  humanity/’  then  why  transpose 
that  relative  pronoun,  and  have  an.  amendment  "which 
provides  expressly  for  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  t  ” 

i(  In  order  to  allay  excitement,”  ho  aatrsTfirs,  u  and  remove  ob¬ 
jections.,’  *i  11  Them  are  many  difficulties,  however,  attending  any 
such  provision  [of  a  jury  trial ;  and  a  main  one,  and  perhaps 
the  oniy  ■  insuperable  one*  has  been  created  by  the  States  them¬ 
selves,  by  making  it  a  penal  oft  mice  in  their  own  officers,  to  ren¬ 
der  my  aid  in  apprehending  or  securing  such  fugitives,  and 
absolutely  refusing  the  use  of  their  jails  for  keeping  them  iu 
custody,  till  a  jury  could  bo  impanriled,  witnesses  summoned, 
and  a  regular  trial  bo  had.” 

Think 'of  that !  It  is  Massachusetts,  Ptm.nsylvnn.in,  Ohio, 
and  Now  York,  which  prohibit  tho  fugitive  from  getting 'a 
trial  for  his  freedom,  before  a  jury  of  twelve  good  man  and 
true  I  But  Mr  Webster  goes  on  ;  "It  is  not  too  much  to 
say,  that  to  toes©  State  laws  is  to  bo  attributed  the  actual 
and  practical  denial  of  trial  by  jury  in  those  cases.”  Gener¬ 
ally,  the  cause  is  thought  to  precede  too  effect,  but-  hero 
is  a  case  in  which,  according  to  Mr  Webster,  the  effect  has 
got  the  start  of  tho  cause,  by  more  than  fifty  years.  Tho 
fugitive  akro’  law  of  Con  gross,  which  allowed  the  master 
to" capture . the  runaway ,  was  passed  in  1703  ;  but  too  State 
laws?  he  rotors  to,  to  which  "  is  to  be  attributed  toe  actual 
and  practical  denial  of  trial  by  jury  in  these  cases/’  were 
not  passed  till  alter  1S4Q.  "To  what  base  uses  may  we 
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come  at  lost  1 33  Mi'  Webster  would  never  have  made  8 cob 
&  defence  of  bis  pro-slavery  'conduct,  had  ho  not  b mil 
afraid  of  the  fire  in  Ids  rear,  and  thought  his  retainers  not 
able  to  put  it  out.  Ho  seems  to  think  this  fire  is  set  in  the 
name  of  religion :  so,  to  help  no  u  conquer  our  prejudices/3 
he  cautions  us  against  the  use  of  religion,  and  quotes  from 
the  private  letter  of  “lone  of  the  most  distinguished  man 
in  England/ 3  dated  as  lata  as  the  29th.  of  Jamrnrf— ff  Reli- 
gion  is  an  excellent  thing  in  many  matter  except  m  politics  j 
there  it  seems  to  make  men.  mad.”  In  this  respect,  it 
seems  religion  Is  inferior  to  money,  for  the  Proverbs  tell 
us  that  money  te  answoreth  ail  things ;  ”  religion,  it  seems, 
fr  answoreth  ail  things,”  except  poll  tics.  Poor  Mr  Web- 
s ter  !  If  religion  is  not  good  in  politics,  1  suppose  irre- 
ligion  is  good  there ;  and,  really,  it  is  often,  enough  intro¬ 
duced  there.  So,  if  religion  u  seams  to  make  men.  mad  ” 
in  politics,  I  suppose  irreiigion  make®  them  sober  in  poli¬ 
tics.  But  Mr  Webster,  fresh  from  his  transposition  vCliis 
own  relative,  explains  this  :  His  friend  ascribes  thv  evils 
not  «>  u  true  and  genuine  religion,”  but  to  4(  that  faafeastio 
notion  of  religion.33  So,  making  the  tw\spo«ifian,  it 
would  read  thus  :  “  That  fantastical  notion  of  religion/3 
”  is  an  excellent  thing  in  any  matter  except  politics.” 
Alas  1  Mr  Webster  does  not  expound  his  friend's  letter, 
nor  his  own  language,  so  well  as  he  used  to  expound  the 
Constitution.  But  ho  says,  ”  The  religion  of  the  Hew  Tes¬ 
tament  is  as  sure  %  guide  to  duty  in  politics,  m  in  any 
other  concern  of  life.33  *  So,  in  the  name  of  “  oonsdenoo  and 
the  Constitution/3  Professor  Stuart  comes  forward  te  de¬ 
fend  Mr  Webster,  “  by  the  religion,  of  the  HewTostemcmfej 
that  religion  which  is  founded  on  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
mid  his  apostles.”  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  I 

Mr  Webster  makes  a  <f  great >  speech/3  tending  his 
mighty  inilnence  to.  the  support  and  extension  of  slavery, 
with  all  its,  attendant  consequences,  which  pandyxe  the  hand 
of  industry,  mfeobte  the  th.inHug  „mind,  and  brufcily  th® 
conscience  which  should  discern  between  right  and  wrong ; 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-sevpn  of  his  retainers  in  Boston 
thank  him  for  reminding  them  of  their  duty.  Bur,  still,  tho 
fire  iu  his  real'  is  so  hot,  that  ho  must  come  on  to  Boston, 
talk  about  having  discussion  suppressed,  and  ask  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  conquer  her  prejudices.  That  is  not  enough* 
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Ho  must  go  op  to  Andover,  mid  got  tv  minister  to  de¬ 
fend  him,  in  the  name  of  "  conscience  and  the  Con¬ 
stitution,"  supporting  slavery  out  of  the  Old  Testament 
and  New  Testament,  "To  what,  mean  uses  may  wo  not 
descend J " 

1  'There  is  a  "short  and  easy  method"  with  Professor 
Stuart,  add  all  other  men  who  defend  slavery  out  of  the 
Bible.  If  the  Bible  defends  slavery,  it  is  not  so  ihueh  the 
better  for  slavery,  but  so  much  tho  worse  for  the  Bible. 
If  Mr  Stuart  and  Mr  Webster  do  not  see  that,  there  arc 
plenty  of  obscurer  wen  that  do.  Of  all  the  attacks  ever 
made  on  the  Bible,  by  "  deists"  and  "  infidels,"  none  would 
do  so  much  to  bring  it.  into  disrepute,  as  to  show  that  it- 
sanctioned  American  slavery. 

It  is  rather  a  remarkablo’fact,  that  an  orthodox  minister 
should  bo  on  'Mr  Webster’s  paper,  endorsing  for  tho 
Christianity  of  slavery. 

Let  me  say  a  word  respecting  the  position  of  the  Bcpro- 
sentativo  from  Boston.  I  speak  only  of  his  position,  not 
of  his  personal  character.  ‘  Let  him,  and  all  men,  have  the 
benefit  cf  tho  distinction  between  their  personal  character 
and  official  conduct.  Mr  Winthrop  is  a  consistent  Whig  ; 
a  representative  of  the  idea  of  tho  Whig  party  North, 
protection  and  slavery.  When  ho  first  went  into  Con¬ 
gress,  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  he  was  not  going 
to  meddle  with  tho  matter  of  slavery ;  the  tariff  was  the 
thing.  All  this  was  consistent  It  is  to  bo  supposed  that 
a  Northern  Whig  will  put  the  mills  of  the  North  before  tho 
black  men  of  the  South;  and  "  Properly  before  persons," 
might  safely  bo  writ  on  tho  banner  of  the  Whig  party. 
North  br  South.  ^ 

Mr  Winthrop  seems  a  ^  little  uneasy  In  his  position. 
Some  time  ago  ho  complained  of  a  "neat  of  vipers"  in 
Boston,  who  had'broken  their  ovm  teeth  in  gnawing  a  file  ; 
moaning  the  "  vipers  "  in  the  free  soil  party,  I  suppose, 
whoso  teeth,  however,  have  a  little  edge  still  loft-  on  them. 
Ho  finds  it  necessary  to  define  his  position,  and  she-’sv  that 
ho  has  kept  up  his  communication  with  tho  base  lino  of 
operations  from  which  he  started.  This  eireumstaneo  is  a 
little  suspicious.  ■ 

Unlike  Mr  Webster,  Mr  Winthrop  seems  to  think  reli¬ 
gion  is  a  good  thing  in  polities,  for  in  his  speech  of  May 
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7th,  he  says —etI' ackn owledgo  my  allegiance  to  the  whole 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  .  ,  And  whenever  I  per¬ 
ceive  a  plain  conflict  of  jurisdiction  and  authority  between 
thp  Constitution  of  my  country  and  the  law's  of  my  God, 
my  course  is  clear.  X  shall  resign  my  office,  v/batever  it 
may  be,  and  renounce  all  connection  with  public  service  of 
any  sort.'”  That  is  fair  and  manly.  Ho  will  not  hold  a 
posiwon  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Universe.  But 
ho  soys — u  There  aro  provisions  in  the  Constitution  [of  the 
United  States,  ho  means,  not  of  the  universe] ,  which  in¬ 
volve  us  in  painful  obligations,  and  from  which  some  of  us 
would  rejoice  to  bo  relieved;  and  this  [the  restoration  of 
fugitive  slaves]  is  one  of  them.  But-  there  is  none,  none, 
in  my  judgment,  which  involves  any  conscientious  or  reli¬ 
gious  difficulty ."  So  he  has  no  a  conscientious  or  religious'1 
objection  to  return  a  fugitive  slave.  He  thinks  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States  “  avoids  the  idea  that  there 
can  be  property  in  man,”  but  recognizes  ff  that  there  may 
be  property  in  the  service  or  labour  of  man/'  But  when  it 
is  property  in  tho  service  of  man  without  value  received  by 
the  servant,  and  a  claim  which  continues  to  attach  to  a 
man  and  his  children  forever,  it  looks  very  like  tho  idea  of 
property  in  man.  At  any  rate,  there  is  only  a  distinction 
m  the  words,  no  difference  in  tho  things.  To  claim  the 
sum  of  the  accidents,  all  and  several  cfa  thing,  is  practi¬ 
cally  to  claim  the  tiling. 

Mr  Winthrop  once  voted  for  tho  Wilmot  Proviso,  in  its 
application  to  the  Oregon  Territory.  Some  persons  ■  have 
honoured  him  for  it,  and  even,  contended  that  ho  also  was  a 
free  soilor.  Ha  wipes  off  that  calumny  by  declaring,  that 
ho  attached  that  proviso  to  the  Oregon  bill  for 'the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill  itself.  tf  This  proviso  was  one  of  the 
means  upon  which  I  mainly  relied  for  the  purpose." 
ft  There  can  be  little  doubt,"  he  says, ,f  that  this  clause  had 
its  influence  in  arresting  the  bill  in  tho  other  end  of  the 
capital, "where  it  was/'  finally  lost."  That  is  lus  apology 
for  appearing  to  desire  to  prevent-  the  extension  of  slavery. 
It  is  worth  while  to  remember  this. 

Unlike  M.r  'Webster*. ho  thinks  slavery  may  go  into  How 
Mexico.  "Wo  may  hesitate  to  admit  that  nature  has 
everywhere  [in  tho  now  territory]  settled  the  question 
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against  slavery.”  Still  ho  would  not  now  pass  the  proviso 
to  exclude  slavery.  It  “  would  .  .  .  unite  tho  South  as 
one  man,  and  if  it  did  not  actually  rend  tho  Union  asunder, 
would  create  an  alienation  end  irritation  in  that  quarter  of 
tho  country,  which  would  render  th«  Union  hardly  worth 
preserving.”  “  Is  there  not  ample  reason  for  an  abatement 
of  the  Northorn  tone,  for  a  forbearance  of  North  jrn  urgency 
upon  this  subject,  without  tho  imputation  of  tergiversation 
and  treachery  ?  ” 

Hero  I  am  reminded  of  a  remarkable  sentence  in  Mr 
Webster's  speech  at  Marshfield,  in  relation  to  tho  Northorn 
men  who  helped  to  annex  Texas.  Hero  it  is  : — 

“  For  my  part,  I  think  that  Dough-faces  is  an  epithet  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  reproachful.  Now,  X  think  such  persons  are  dough-faces, 
dough-head*,  and  dough-souls,  that  they  are  all  dough  ;  that  the 
eom-Hcst  potter  may  mould  them  at  pleasure  to  vessels  of  honour 
or  dishonour,  but  most  readily  to  vessels  of  dishonour.” 

The  Representative  from  Boston,  in  the  year  1850,  has 
small  objection  to  tbe  extension  of  slave  soil.  Hearken 
to  his  words  : — 

“  I  can  never  put  tho  question  of  extending  slave  soil  on  the 
same  footing  with  one  of  directly  increasing  slavery  and  multiply¬ 
ing  slaves.  If  a  positive  issue  could  ever  again  be  made  up  for 
our  decision,  whether  human  beings,  few  or  many,  of  whatever 
race,  complexion,  or  condition,  should  be  freshly  subjected  to  a 
svstern  of  hereditary  bondage,  and  be  changed  from  freemen  into 
slaves,  I  can  conceive  that  no  bonds  of  union,  no  tics  of  interest, 
no  cords  of  sympathy,  no  consideration  of  past  glory,  present  wel¬ 
fare,  or  future  grandeur,  should  be  Buffered  to  interfere,  for  an 
instant,  with  our  resolute  and  unceasing  resistance  to  a  measure 
so  iniquitous  and  abominable.  There  would  boa  clear,  unques¬ 
tionable  moral  element  in  such  an  issue,  which  would  admit  of 
no  compromise,  no  concession,  no  forbearance  whatever.  ...  A 
million  of  swords  would  leap  from  their  scabbards  to  assert  it, 
and  the  Union  itself  would  bo  shivered  like  a  Prince  ItuportV 
dress  in  the  shock. 

“  But,  Sir,  \\he  question  whether  the  institution  of  slavery,  na  it 
already  exists,  ehr.il  be  permitted  to  extend  itself  over  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  thousand  more  square  miles  than  it  now  occupies, 
is  a  different  question.  .  .  It  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  sueu  an 
issue  that  couseienUoua  and  religious  men  may  not  be  free  to 
acquiesce  in  whatever  decision  may  bo  arrived  at  by  the  conati- 
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tutcd  authorities  of  tho  country.  ...  It  is  not  with  n  view  of 
cooping  up  slavery  .  .  .  within  limits  too  narrow  for  its  natural 
growth  ;  ...  it  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  girding  it  round  with 
lines  of  fire,  till  its  sting,  like  tliafc  of  the  scorpion,  shall  be  turned 
upon  itself,  .  .  .  that  I  have  ever  advocated  the  principles  of  tho 
Ordinance  of  1787.” 

Mr  Maim,  I  think,  is  still  called  a  Whig,  but  no  member 
of  the  free  soil  party  has  more  readily  or  more  ably  stood 
np  against  the  extension  of  slavery.  His  noble  words 
stand  in  marvellous  contrast  to  the  discourse  of  the  Repre¬ 
sentative  from  Boston.  Mr  Mann  represents  the  country, 
and  not  the  “  metropolis.”  Ilia  speech  last  February,  and 
his  recent  letter  to  his  constituents,  are  too  well  known, 
and  too  justly  prized,  to  require  any  commendation  here. 
But  I  cannot  lail  to  make  a  remark  on  a  passage  in  the 
letter.  Ho  Bays,  if  wo  allow  Mr  Clay’s  compromise  to  be 
accepted,  “  Were  it  not  for  the  horriblo  consequences  which 
it  would  involve,  a  roar  of  laughter,  like  a  feu  de  joie, 
would  run  down  the  course  of  tho  ages.”  Ho  afterwards 
Bays — ”  Should  tho  South  succeed  hi  their  present  attempt 
upon  tho  territories,  thoy  will  impatiently  await  tho  retire¬ 
ment  of  General  Taylor  from  tho  executive  chair  to  add 
the  f  State  of  Cuba J  ...  to  this  noble  triumph.”  One  is 
a  little  inclined  to  start  such  a  laugh  himself  at  tho  idea  of 
tho  South  waiting  for  that  event  before  they  undertake 
that  plan  ! 

Mr  Mann  says  :  “  If  no  morel  or  religious  obligation 
existed  against  holding;  slaves,  would  not  many  of  those 
opulent  and  respectable  gentlemen  who  signed  tho  letter 
of  thanks  to  Mr  Webster,  and  hundreds  of  others,  indeed, 
instead  of  applying  to  intelligence  oGiees  for  domestics,  go 
at  once  to  the  auction  room,  and  buy  a  man  or  a  woman 
with  as  little  hesitancy  or  compunction  as  they  now  send 
to  Brighton  for  beeves  ?  ”  This  remark  has  drawn  on  him 
aomo  censures  not  at  all  merited.  There  are  men  enough 
in  Boston,  who  have  no  objection  to  slavery.  I  know 
such  men,  who  would  have  been  glad  if  slavery  had  boon 
continued  here.  Are  Boston  merchants  unwilling  to  take 
mortgages  on  plantations  and  negroes  ?  Do  Northern  men 
not  acquire  negroes  by  marrying  wealthy  women  at  tho 
South,  and  keep  the  negroes  as  slave-"  n  If  tho  truth  could 
bo  known,  I  think  it  would  appear  that,  Hr  Palfrey  had  lost 
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mom  reputation  in  Boston  than  he  gained,  by  emancipate 
iug  the  human  beings  which  fell  to  his  lot.  But  boro  ia  a 
story  'which  I  take  from  the  Boston  Kepublican.  It  is 
worth  preserving  as  a  monument  of  the  morals  of  Boston 
in  1850,  and  may  bo  worth  preserving  at  the  ©ad  of  the 
century : — 

”  A  year  or  two  since,  a  bright-looking  mulatto  youth,  about 
wunty ’years  of  age,  and  whose  complexion  was  not  much,  if  any, 
darker  than  that  of  the  great 4  Expounder  of  live  Constitution,' 
entered  the  counting-mom,  on  some  errand  for  his  master,  a 
Kentuckian*  who  was  making  a  visit  here.  A  merchant  on  one 
of  over  principal  wharves,  who  came  in  and  spoke  to  him,  re¬ 
marked  to  the  writer  that  ho  once  owned  this  "  boy  ”  and  hia 
mother,  and  sold  them  for  several  hundred  dollars.  Upon  my 
expresfedag  astonishment  to  him  that  ho  could  thus  deal  in  human 
deal,  ho  remarked  that  *  "When  you  are  among  the  Homans,  you 
must  do  as  the  Homans  do.’  I  know  of  others  of  my  Northern 
ac^usistaaces,  and  good  Whigs  too,  who  have  owned  stares  at  the 
South,  and  who,  if  public  opinion  warranted  it,  would  be  as 
likely,  I  presume,  to  buy  and  sell  thorn  at  the  North.” 

I  hare  yet  to  learn  that  the  controlling  men  of  this  city 
have  any  considerable  aversion  to  domestic  slavery.* 

Mr  Mann’s  zeal  in  behalf  of  freedom,  and  against  the 
extension  of  slavery,  has  drawn  upon  him  the  indignation 
of  .Hr  Webster,  who  is  grieved  to  see  him  so  ignorant  of 
American  law.  But  Mr  Mann  is  able  to  do  bis  own 
fighting. 

Sc  much  for  tho  political  parties  and  their  relation  to  the 
matters  at  issue  at  this  moment.  Still,  there  is  some  rea¬ 
son  to  hope  that  tho  attempt  to  extend  slavery,  made  in 
the  face  of  the  world,  and  supported  by  such  talent,  will 
yet  fail ;  that  it  will  bring  only  shame  on  tho  men  who 
aim  to  extend  and  perpetuate  so  foul  a  blight.  The  fact 
that  Mr  Webster's  retainers  must  come  to  the  rescue  of 
their  attorney ;  that  himself  must  write  letters  to  defend 
himself,  and  must  even  obtain  the  services  of  a  clergyman 
to  help  him — this  shows  the  fear  that  is  felt  from  the  anti¬ 
slavery  spirit  of  the  North.  Depend  upon  it,  a  politician 

•  While  this  «  passing  through  the  press,  I  learn  that  several  'worthy  citi¬ 
zens  of  Boston  aro  at  this  moment  owners  of  several  hundreds  of  slaves.  I 
think,  they  would  loss  reputation  among  their  fellows  if  they  should  wt  them 
free. 


IN  AamCA. 


127 


SLAV K  rOVf EH 

is  pretty  far  gone  when  he  sends  for  the  minister,  and  lie 
thinks  his  credit  failing  when  he  gets  a  clergyman  on  his 
paper  to  indorse  for  the  Christian  character  of  American 
slavery. 

Hero  I  ought  to  speak  of  the  party  not  politicians,  who 
contend  against  slavery  not  only  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution,  but  within  those  limits;  who  are  opposed 
not  only  to  the  extension,  but.  to  the  continuance  of  slavery  ; 
who  declare  that  they  will  keep  no  compromises  which 
conflict  with  the  eternal  laws  of  God, — of  the  anti-slavery 
party.  Mr  President,  if  I  were  speaking  to  Whigs,  to 
Democrats,  or  to  free  soil  men,  perhaps  I  might  say  what 
I  think  of  tins  party,  of  their  conduct,  and  their  motives  ; 
but,  Sir,  I  pass  it  by,  with  the  single  remark,  that  I  think 
the  future  vsdl  find  this  party  where  they  have  always  been 
found.  I  have  before  now  attempted  to  point  out  the 
faults  of  this  party,  and  before  these  men  ;  that  work  I  will 
not  now  attempt  a  second  time,  and  this  is  not  the  audi¬ 
ence  before  which  I  choose  to  chant  its  praises. 

There  arc  several  forces  which  oppose  the  anti-slavery 
movement  at  this  day.  Here  are  some  of  tho  most  im¬ 
portant. 

Vho  demagogues  of  the  parlies  arc  all,  or  nearly  all, 
against  it.  By  demagogue  1  mean  tho  man  who  under¬ 
takes  to  lead  the  people  for  his  own  advantage,  to  tho 
harm  and  loss  of  tho  people  themselves.  All  of  this  class 
of  men;  or  most  of  them,  now  support  slavery’ — not,  as  I 
suppose,  because  they  have  any  special  friendship  for  it, 
but  because  they  think  it  will  servo  their  turn.  Some 
noblo  men  in  politics  are  still  friends  of  tho  slave. 

Tho  demagogues  of  the  churches  must  come  next.  1 
am  not  inclined  to  attribute  so  much  original  power  to  tho 
churches  as  some  men  do.  1  look  on  them  as  indications 
of  public  opinion,  and  not  sources  thereof— not  tho  wind, 
but  only  the  vane  which  shows  which  way  it  blows.  Once 
the  clergy  were  tho  masters  of  tho  people,  and  tho  authors 
of  public  opinion  to  a  groat  dogreo;  now  they  aro  chiefly 
the  servants  of  tho  people,  and  follow  public  opinion, 
and  but  seldom  aspire  to  lead  it,  except  in  matters  of 
their  own  craft,  such  as  tho  technicalities  of  a  sect,  or 
tho  form  of  a  ritual.  They  may  lead  public  opinion  in 
regard  to  tho  “posture  in  prayer,”  to  tho  “form  of  bap- 
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trim/’  and  tho  like.  In  important-  matters  which  concern 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  the  clergy  have  none  or  very  lit. 
tio  weight.  Still,  as  representatives  of  public  opinion,  we 
really  find  most  of  the  clergy  of  all  denominations,  arrayed 
against  the  cause  of  eternal  justice.  1  pass  o-er  this  mat¬ 
ter  briefly,  because  it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  give 
any  opinion  on  the  subject.  But  I  am  glad  to  add,  that 
in  all  denominations  hero  in  Now  England,  and  perhaps  in 
all  the  North,  there  aro  noble  men,  who  apply  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  justice  to  this  question  of  the  nation,  and  bear  a 
manly  testimony  in  the  midst  of  bad  example:-:.  Some  of 
the  theological  newspapers  have  shown  a  hostility  to  slavery 
and  an  attachment  to  the  cause  of  liberty  which  few  men 
expected  :  which  were  quite  unknown  in  those  quarters 
before.  To  do  full  justice  to  men  in  the  sects  who  apeak 
against  this  great  and  popular  sin  of  the  nation,  we  ought 
to  remember  that  it-  is  harder  for  a  minister  than  for  almost 
any  other  mem  to  become  a  reformer.  It  is  very  plain  that 
it  is  not  thought  to  belong  to  the  calling  of  a  minister, 
especially  in  a  large  town,  to  oppose  the  actual  and  popular 
sins  of  his  time.  So  when  I  see  a  minister  yielding  to  the 
public  opinion  which  favours  unrighteousness,  and  passing 
by,  in  silence  and  on  the  other  side,  causes  which  need  and 
deserve  his  labours  and  his  prayers,  I  remember  what  ho 
is  hired  for,  and  paid  for, — to  represent  the  popular  form 
of  religion ;  if  that  be  idolatry,  to  represent  that.  But 
when  I  see  a  minister  oppose  a  real  sin  which  is  popular, 
T  cannot  but  feel  a  great  admiration  for  the  man.  We 
nave  lately  seen  some  examples  of  this. 

Yet,  on  the  other  side,  there  tiro  some  very  sad  examples 
of  the  opposite.  Here  comes  forward  a  man  of  high  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  New  England  churches,  a  man  who  has  done 
real  service  in  promoting  a  liberal  study  of  matters  con¬ 
nected  with  religion,  and  defends  slavery  out  of  vrhnt  he 
deems  the  u  lufnllible  word  of  God/' — the  Old  Testament 
and  the  New  Testament.  Well,  if  Christianity  supports 
American  slavery,  so  much  the  worse  for  Christianity,  that 
is  all.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  sav,  if  Christianity  supports 
slavery.  Wo  all  know  it  does  not,  never  did,  and  never 
can.  But  if  Paul  was  an  apologist  for  slavery,  so  much 
tho  worst*  for  Paul.  If  Calvinism  or  Catholicism  supports 
slavery,  so  much  tho  worse  for  them,  not  so  much  tho  better 
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for  slavery  !  I  cun  easily  understand  tho  conduct  of  tho 
lenders  of  the  Now  York  mob:  considering  tho  character 
of  the  men,  their  ignorance  and  general  position,  I  can 
easily  suppose  they  may  have  thought  they  were  doing 
right  in  disturbing  tho  meetings  there.  Considering  tho 
apathy  of  tho  public  authorities,  and  tho  attempt,  openly 
made  by  some  men, — unluckily  of  influence  in  that  city, — 
to  excite  others  to  violence,  I  have  a  goad  deal  of  charity 
for  Ry miens  and  his  gang.  But  it  is  not  so  easy  to  excuse 
the  conspicuous  ecclesiastical  defenders  of  slavery'.  They 
cannot  plead  thoir  ignorance.  Let  them  alone,  to  make 
tho  best  defence  they  can. 

Tho  Toryism  of  America  is  also  against  us.  I  call  that 
man  a  Tory,  who  prefers  tho  accidents  of  man  to  tho  sub¬ 
stance  of  manhood.  I  mean  one  who  prefers  tho  posses¬ 
sions  and  property  of  mankind  to  man  himself,  to  reason 
and  to  justice.  Of  this  Toryism  wc  have  much  in  America, 
much  in  Now  England,  much  in  Boston.  In  this  town,  I 
cannot  but  think  tho  prevailing  influence  is  still  a  Tory  in¬ 
fluence.  It  is  this  which  is  tho  support  of  tho  demagogues 
of  tho  State  and  the  Church. 

Toryism  exists  in  all  binds.  In  some,  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  excuse  to  be  made  for  it.  I  can  understand  tho 
Toryism  of  tho  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonla,  and  of  such  men. 
If  a  man  has  been  bom  to  great  wealth  and  power,  derived 
from  ancestors  for  many  centuries  held  in  admiration  and 
in  awe ;  if  ho  luis  been  bred  to  account  himself  a  superior 
being,  and  to  bo  treated  accordingly,  I  can  easily  under¬ 
stand  the  Toryism  of  such  a  man,  and  find  some  excuse  for 
it.  I  can  understand  the  Tory  literature  of  other  nations. 
Tho  Toryism  of  the  “  London  Quarterly/'  of  11  Blackwood," 
is  easily  accounted  for,  and  forgiven.  It  is,  besides,  some¬ 
times  adorned  with  wit,  and  often  sot  off  by  much  learning. 
It  is  respectable  Toryism.  But  tho  Toryism  of  men  who 
only  know  they  had  a  grandfather  bv  inference,  not  by 
positive  testimony ;  who  inherited  nothing  but  their  bare 
limbs  ;  who  began  their  career  as  tradesmen  or  mechanics, 
— mechanics  in  divinity  or  law  as  well  as  in  trade, — and 
get  their  bread  by  any  of  the  useful  and  honourable  callings 
of  life — that  such  men,  getting  rich,  or  lifting  their  heads 
out  of  tho  obscurity  they  ware  once  in,  should  become 
Tones,  in  a  land,  too,  where  institutions  are  founded  on 
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tbs*  idea  of  freedom  and  equity  and  natural  justice"- that  is 
another  thing.  The  Toryism  of  American*  journals,  with 
little  scholarship,  with  no  wit,  and  wisdom  in  homoeopathic 
doses ;  the  Toryism  of  &  man  who  st&tted  from  nothing, 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune ;  tho  Toryism  of  a  repub¬ 
lican,  of  a  Yankee,  tho  Toryism  of  a  snob, — it.  is  Toryism 
reduced  to  its  lowest  denomination,  made  vulgar  and  con¬ 
temptible  j  it  is  the  little  end  of  the  tail  of  Toryism.  Iiet 
us  loathe  tho  unclean  thing  in  the  depth  of  our  soul,  but 
let  us  pity  the  poor  Tory ;  for  ho,  also,  in  common  with 
tho  negro  slave,  is  u  A  man  and  a  brother/1 

Then  tho  spirit  of  trade  is  often  against  us.  Mr  Mann, 
in  his  letter,  speaks  of  the  opposition  made  to  \Vjlberforco 
by  tho  tf  Guinea  merchants11  of  .Liverpool,  in  his  attempts 
to  put  an  end  to  the  slave-trade.  The  Corporation  of 
Liv-sjpnrd  spent  over  ten  thousand  pounds  in  defence  of  a 
traffic, 44  the  worst  the  sun  ever  shone  upon/1  Ibis  would 
seem  to  be  a  reflection  upon  some  of  the  merchants  of 
Boston.  It  seems,  from  a  statement  in  the  Atlas,  that  Mr 
Mann  did  not  intend  his  remarks  to  apply  to  Boston,  but 
to  Hew  York  and  Phi  lad  (dpi  A,  where  mass  meetings  of 
merchants  had  been  held,  to  sustain  Mr  Clay’s  compromise 
resolutions.  Although  Mr  Mann  did  not  apply  his  re¬ 
marks  to  Boston,  I  fear  they  will  apply  here  as  well  as  to 
our  sister  cities.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  tho  letter  of  Mr 
Webster’s  retainers  was  any  less  well  adapted  to  continue 
and  extend  slavery,  than  tho  resolutions  passed  at  How 
York  and  Philadelphia.  I  wish  tho  insinuations  of  Mr 
Mann  did  not  apply  here. 

One  of  tho  signora  of  tho  letter  to  Mr  Webster  incau¬ 
tiously  betrayed,  I  think,  the  open  secret  of  the  retainers 
when  he  said-—-"  I  don't  care  a  damn  how  many  slave 
Bt&tes  they  annex  I  ”  This  is  a  secret,  because-  not  avowed ; 
open,  because  generally  known,  or  at  least  believed,  to  be 
the  sentiment  of  a  strong  party  in  Massachusetts.  I  am 
glad  to  have  it  also  expressed ;  now  the  issue  is  joined,  and 
we  do  not  fight  in  the  dark. 

It  lias  long  been  suspected  that  some  inhabitants  of 
Boston  were  engaged  in  the  slave-trade.  Not  long  since, 
the  brig  "  Lucy  Anno/1  of  B&sten,  was  captured  on  the 
const  of  Africa,  with  five  hundred  and  forty- seven  slaves 
on  board.  Tin's  vessel  was  built  at  Thomaston  in  1880 ; 


9L4TK  TOWKft  n»  JUCHUCA. 


.131 


repaired  at  Boston  in  1848,  and  now  hiula  from  this  port. 
She  was  commanded  by  one  u  Captain  Otis/3  and  is  owned 
by  one  '*  Salem  Charles/'  This,  X  suppose,  is  a  fictitious 
name,  for  certainly  it  would  not  be  respectable  in  Boston 
to  extend  slavery  ia  this  way.  Even  Mr  Wiuthrop  is  op¬ 
posed  to  that,  and  thinks  u  a  million  swords  would  leap 
from  their  scabbards  to  oppose  it."  But  it  may  bo  that 
there  arc  men  in  Boston  who  do  not  think  it  any  worse 
to  steal  men  who  were  born  free,  and  hare  grown  up  free 
in  Africa,  and  make  slaves  of  them,  than  to  steal  such  m 
are  bora  free  in  America,  before  they  are...  grown  up.  If 
wo  have  the  Old  Testament  decidedly  sustaining  slavery, 
and  the  New  Testament  never  forbidding  it;  if,  as  we  are 
often  told,  neither  Jesus  nor  his  early  followers  over  said  a 
word  ogejnsfc  slavery ;  if  scarcely  a  Christian,  minister  ia 
Boston  ever  preaches  against  this  national  sin ;  if  the 
Eepresentetivo  from  Boston  has  no  religious  sent  pies 
against  returning  a  fugitive  slave,  or  extending  slavery 
over  a  ie  hundred  or  a  hundred  thousand  square  miles  "  of 
new  territory  j  if  the  great  senator  from  Massachusetts 
refusm  to  vote  for  the  Wilraot  Proviso,  or  an  ordi¬ 

nance  of  nature,  and.  re-enact  the  will  of  God  if  he  calls  on 
us  to  return  fugitive  slaves  u  with  alacrity,"  and  demands 
of  Massachusetts  that  she  shall  conquer  her  prejudices ;  if 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  men  in  this  vicinity,  of 
lawful  age,*  are  thankful  to  him  for  enlightening  them  as 
to  their  duty,  and  a  professor  of  tocology  comes  forward 
to  sanction  American  slavery  in  the  name  of  religion — why, 
I  think  Mr  “  Salem  Charles/3  with  his  u  Captain  Otis,33 
may  not  bo  too  worst  man  in  too  world,  after  all !  Let  us 
pity  him  also,  as  “  A  man  and  a  brother/3 
Such  is  the  crisis  in  our  affairs ;  such  the  special  issue 
in  the  general  question  between  freedom  and  slavery ;  such 
the  position  of  parties  and  of  groat  men  in  relation  to  this 
question ;  such  the  fees  to  freedom  in  America- 

On  our  side,  there  are  groat  and  powerful  allies.  The 
American  idea  is  with  us ;  the  spirit  of  the  majority  of 
men  in  the  North,  when  they  are  not  blindfolded  and 
muzzled  by  the  demagogues  of  State  arid  Church.  The  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  land,  also,  is  on  our  side ;  the  imdigion,  the 

*  It  aas  sine*  Kpp-sarat  list  several  of  iheac  ffrmasi  were  at  t&e  trtfte,  &»<!  itill 
&n?(  bdskre  of  skrss.  Tish  cofldaet  need  fcxmfce  ao  iaiyrfsa.  , 
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idolatry,  tho  infidelity  thereof,  nil  of  that-  in  opposed  to  us. 
'Religion  is  love  of  God  ami  lavu  of  man  :  surely,  all  of  that, 
under  any  form,  Catholic  or  Quaker,  is  in  favour  of  the 
unalienable  rights  of  man.  Wo  know  that  wo  arc;  right  ; 
wo  are  sure  to  prevail.  But  in  times  present  and  future,  as 
in  times  past,  wo  need  heroism,  self-denial,  a  continual 
watchfulness,  and  an  industry  which  never  tires. 

Lot  us  not  bo  deceived  about  the  real  question,  at  issue. 
It  is  not  merely  whether  wo  shall  return  fugitive  slaves 
without  trial  by  jury.  We  will  not  return  them  with  trial 
by  jury  !  neither  u  with  alacrity/’  nor  ft  with  the  solemnity 
of  judicial  proceedings  !**  it  is  not  merely  whether  slavery 
shall  bo  extended  or  not.  By  and  by  chero  will  be  a  po¬ 
litical  party  with  a  wider  basis  than  the  free  soil  party, 
who  will  declare  that  the  nation  itself  must  put  an  end  to 
slavery  in  the  nation  ;  and  if  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stateswill  not  allow  it,  there  is  another  Constitution  that  will. 
Then  the  title,  Defender  and  expounder  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  will  give  way  to  this, — '■  Defender 
and  expounder  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Universe/*  and  we 
shall  re-affirm  the  ordinance  of  nature,  and  re-enact  the 
will  of  God.  You  innv  not  live  to  see  it,  Mr  President, 
nor  I  live  to  see  it ;  but  it  is  written  on  the  iron  leaf  that 
it  must  come ;  come,  too,  before  long.  Then  the  speech 
of  Mr  Webster,  and  tho  defence  thereof  by  Mr  Stuart,  the 
letter  of  the  retainers  and  the  letters  of  the  retained,  will 
bo  a  curiosity.;  the  conduct  of  the  Whigs  and  Democrats 
an  amazement,  and  the  peculiar  institution  a  proverb 
amongst  nil  tho  nations  of  the  earth.  Jn  tho  turmoil  of 
party  politics,  and  of  personal  controversy,  let  us  not  for¬ 
get  continually  to  rnovo  the  previous  question,  whether 
freedom  or  slavery  is  to  prevail  in  America.  There  is  no 
attribute  of  God  which  is  not  on  our  aide  ;  because,  in  this 
matter,  wo  are  on  tho  sido  of  God. 

Mr  President :  I  began  by  congratulating  you  on  tho 
favourable  signs  of  tho  times.  One  of  the  most  favourable 
is  the  determination  of  tho  South  to  use  the  powers  of 
Government  to  extend  slavery.  At  this  day,  wo  exhibit 
a  fact  worse  than  Christendom  has  elsewhere  to  disclose  ; 
tho  fact  that  one-sixth  part  of  our  population  are  mere 
property ;  not  men,  but  things.  England  has  a  proletary 
population,  tho  lowest  in  Europe ;  we  have  three  million 
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of  proletaries  lower  than  tho  "  pauper  labourer "  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  the  Whig  protectionism}  hold  tip  to  u,§  in  ter¬ 
ror.  Tho  South  wishes  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves, 
to  spread  this  blot,  this  blight  ami  baneful  scourge  of 
civilization,  over  new  territory.  Hot-headed  toon  of  the 
South  declare  that,  unless  it  is  done,  they-  will  divide  tho 
Union ;  famous  men  of  the  North  “  cave  in,"  and  verify 
their  own  statements  about  "  dough-faces ”  and  "dough- 
souk."  All  this  is  preaching  anti-slavery  to  the  thinking 
man  of  tho  North ;  to  tho  sober  men  of  all  parties,  who 
prefer  conscience  to  cotton.  Tho  present,  session  of  Con  - 
gross  has  done  much  to  overturn  slavery.  ‘  "  Whom,  tho 
gcxk  destroy  they  first  make  mad." 


THE  FUNCTION  AND  PLACE  OF  CONSCIENCE, 
IN  DELATION  TO  THE  LAWS  OF  MEN : 


A  SERMON  FOR  THE  TIMES. 

PP.XACHKD  AT  TIIB  MKLODKON,  ON  SUNDAY,  SKIT.  22,  1350. 


Herein  tb  I  exercise  myself  to  hare  always  a  conscience  void  of  oficnce  toward 
God  and  toward  men. — Acts  xxiv,  16. 

Thrbk  arc  some  tilings  which  are  true,  independent  of 
all  human  opinions.  Such  things  wo  call  facts.  Thus  it 
is  true  that  one  and  one  nro  equal  to  two,  that,  tho  earth 
moves  round  tho  sun,  that  all  men  havo  certain  natural 
unalienable  rights,  rights  which  a  man  can  alionato  only 
for  himself,  and  not  for  another.  No  man  made  these 
things  true ;  no  man  can  make  them  false.  If  all  tho  men 
in  Jerusalem  and  over  so  many  more,  if  all  tho  men  in  tho 
world,  were  to  pass  a  unanimous  vote  that  one  and  one 
were  not  equal  to  two,  that  the  earth  did  not  move  round 
the  sun,  that  all  men  had  not  natural  and  unalienable 
rights,  tho  opinion  would  not  alter  tbs  fact,  nor  make  truth 
false  and  falsehood  true. 

So  there  are  likewise  somo  things  which  are.?  right,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  human  opinions.  Thus  it  'is  right  to  love 
a  man  and  not  to  hate  him,  to  do  him  justice  and  not  in¬ 
justice,  to  allow-  him  tho  natural  rights  which  bo  has  not 
alienated.  No  man  made  these  things  right ;  no  man  can 
mako  them  wrong.  If  all  the  men  in  Jerusalem  and  ever 
so  many  more,  if  all  the  men  in  tho  world,  wore  to  pass  a 
unanimous  veto  that  it  was  right  to  hate  a  man  and  not 
love  him,  right  to  do  him  injustices  and  not  justice,  right 
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to  deprive  him  of  his  natural  rights  not  alienated  by  him¬ 
self,  the  opinion  would  not  alter  the  fact,  nor  make  right 
wrong  and  wrong  right. 

There  are  certain  constant  and  general  facts  which  occur 
in  the  material  world,  tho  world  of  external  perception, 
which  represent  what  are  called  the  law's  of  mutter,  in  vir¬ 
tue  of  which  things  take  place  so  and  not  otherwise.  These 
laws  are  tho  same  everywhere  and  always ;  they  never 
change.  They  are  not  made  by  men,  but  only  discovered 
by  men,  are  inherent  in  the  constitution  of  matter,  and 
seem  designed  to  secure  the  welfare  of  tho  material  world. 
These  natural  laws  of  matter,  inherent  in  its  constitution, 
are  never  violated,  nor  can  be,  for  material  nature  ia  pas¬ 
sive,  or  at  least  contains  no  element  or  will  that  is  adverse 
to  the  will  of  God,  the  ultimate  Cause  of  these  laws  ns  of 
matter  itself.  The  observance  of  these  laws  is  a  constant 
fact  of  tho  universe  ;  u  tho  most  ancient  heavous  thereby 
are  fresh  and  strong.”  These  laws  represent  tho  infinity 
of  God  in  the  world  of  matter,  His  infinite  power,  wisdom, 
justice,  love,  and  holiness. 

So  there  are  likewise  certain  constant  and  general  facts 
■which  occur  in  wlxat  may  be  called  the  spiritual  world,  tho 
world  of  internal  consciousness.  They  represent  the  laws 
of  spirit' — tint  is,  of  the  human  spirit— in  virtue  of  which 
things  are  designed  to  take  place  so  and  not  otherwise. 
These  laws  ire  tho  same  everywhere  and  always;  thoy 
never  change.  Thoy  are  not  made  by  men,  but  only  dis¬ 
covered  by  men.  Thoy  are  inherent  in  tho  constitution  of 
man,  and  as  jou  cannot  conceive  of  a  particle  of  matter 
without  extension,  impenetrability,  figure,  and  so  on,  no 
more  can  you  conceive  of  man  without  those  laws  inhering 
in  him.  Thoj  seem  designed  to  secure  the  welfare  of  the 
spiritual  world.  Thoy  represent  the  infinity  of  God  in  the 
world  of  man.  His  infinite  power,  wisdom,  justice,  love,  and 
holiness.  But  whilo  matter  is  stationary,  bound  by  neces¬ 
sity,  and  man  is  progressive  and  partially  free,  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  a  certaii  tether,  .10  it  is  plain  that  there  may  be  a 
will  in  the  word  of  man  adverse  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
thus  the  laws  o'.  man's  spirit  may  be  violated  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  Uwa  of  matter  depend  for  their  execution 
only  on  the  infinite  will  of  God,  and  so  cannot  bo  violated. 
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The  jaws  of  man  depend  for  fcheir  execution  also  on  fho 
unite  will  of  man,  and  so  may  be  broken.* 

Lot  m  select  a  portion  of  these  laws  of  the  human  spirit  ; 
such  as  relate  to  a  mam's  conduct  in  dealing  with  hiB  fellow- 
men .  a  portion  of  wlmt  are  commonly  called  moral  laws, 
and  examine  them.  They  partake  of  the  general  character¬ 
istics  mentioned  above ;  they  are  universal  and  unchange¬ 
able,  are  only  discovered  and  not  made  by  man,  are  in¬ 
herent  in  man,  designed  to  secure  his  welfare,  and  represent 
the  infinity  of  God.  These  laws  are  absolutely  right ;  to 
obey  them  is  to  bo  and  do  absolutely  right.  So  being  and 
doing,  n  man  answers  the  moral  purpose  of  his  existence, 
and  attains  moral  mamhood.  If  I  and  all  men  keep  all  the 
Laws  of  man's  spirit,  I  have  peace  in  my  own  heart,  peace 
with  my  brother,  peaco  with  my  God ;  I  have  my  delight 
in  myself,  in  my  brother,  in  my  God,  they  theirs  and  God. 
His  in  mo. 

Whnt  is  absolutely  right  is  commonly  called  justice.  It 
is  tho  point  in  morals  common  to  mo  and  ali.  mankind, 
common  to  mo  and  God,  to  mankind  and  God;  tho  point 
where  all  duties  unite — to  myself,  my  brethren,  and  my 
God  ;  tho  point  wbero  all  interests  meet  and  balance — my 
interests,  those  of  mankind,  and  tho  interests  of  God. 
When  justice*  ia  dono,  all  i«  harmony  and  peaceful  pro¬ 
gress  in  tho  world  of  man ;  but  when,  justice  is  mot}  done, 
the  reverse  follows,  discord  and  confusion;  for  injustico 
ia  not  the  point  where  all  duties  and  all  interests  meet  and 
balance,  not  tho  point  of  morals  common  to  mankind  and 
me,  or  to  us  and  God. 

Wo  may  observe  and  study  the  constant  facts  of  tho 
material  world,  thus  learn  the  laws  they  represent,  and  so 
get  at  a  theory  of  the  world  which  is  founded  on  the  facts 
thereof.  Such  a  theory  is  true ;  it  represents  the  thought 
of  God,  the  infinity  of  God.  Then  for  every  joint  of  theory 
wo  have  a  point  of  fact.  Instead  of  pursuing  this  courso 
wo  may  neglect  these  constant  facts,  with  the  laws  they 
represent,  and  forgo  a  theory  which  shall  net  rest  on  these 
facts.  Such  a  theory  will  bo  false  and  will  represent  tho 

•  The  terms  te«r*  of  tht  htmtatt  tpiri!v  tjtin'tusl  tetri,  &c-»  are  10mtU1r.cs 
turd  to  denote  exclumolr  those  laws  which  man  mutt  kap,  not  merely  what 
he  «f» fht  ta  keep,  laws  In  relation  to  wbkh  man  has  no  core  freedom  than  a 
mow  of  marble.  The  words  are  used  above  In  a  different  case. 
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iir  perfection  of  man,  mnd  not  the  facts  of  the  universe  and 
the  infinity  of  God. 

In  like  manner  we  may  study  tho  constant  facts  of  tho 
spiritual  world,  and,  in  special,  of  man’s  moral  nature,  and 
thereby  obtain  a  rulo  to  regulate  our  conduct.  If  this  rule 
is  founded  on  the  constant  facts  of  man’s  moral  nature, 
then  it  will  bo  absolutely  right,  and  represent  justice,  tho 
thought  of  God,  tho  infinity  of  God,  ana  for  overy  point  of 
moral  theory  wo  shall  have  a  moral  fact.  Instead  of  pur¬ 
suing  that  course,  we  may  forgo  a  rule  for  our  conduct, 
and  so  got  a  theory  which  shall  not  rest  on  those  facte. 
Such  a  rulo  will  be  wrong,  ^presenting  only  tho  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  men. 

In  striving  to  learn  the  laws  of  tho  universe,  tho  wisest 
men  often  go  astray,  propound  theories  which  do  not  rest 
upon  facts,  and  lav  down  human  rules  for  tho  conduct  of 
tho  oniverso,  which  do  not  agree  with,  its  nature.  But  tho 
universe  is  not  responsible  for  that ;  material  nature  takes 
no  notice  thereof.  The  opinion  of  on  astronomer,  of  tho 
American  academy,  does  not  alter  a  law  of  tho  material 
universe,  or  a  fact  therein.  Tho  philosophers  once  thought 
that  tho  aun  went  round  tho  earth,  and  framed  laws  on 
that  assumption ;  but  tbi&t  did  not  make  it  a  fact ;  tho  sun 
did  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  verify  the  theory,  but  kept 
to  tho  Taw  of  God,  and  swung  the  earth  round  him 
once  a  year,  say  the  philosophers  what  they  might  say, 
leaving  them  to  learn  the  fact  and  thoreby  correct  their 
theory. 

In  the  same  way,  before  men  attain  tho  knowiedgo  of 
the  absolute  right,  they  often  make  theories  which  do  not 
rest  upon  tho  met  of  man's  moral  nature,  and  enact  human 
rulos  for  the  conduct  of  meu  which  do  not  agree  with  tho 
moral  nature  of  man.  These  are  rules  which  men  make 
and  do  not  find  made,.  They  are  not  a  part  of  man’s  moral 
nature,  writ  therein,  and  so  obligatory  thereon,  no  more 
than  the  false  rules  for  the  conduct  of  matter  are  writ 
therein,  and  so  obligatory  thereon.  You  and  I  are  no 
more  morally  bound  to  keep  such  rules  of  conduct,  because 
King  Pharaoh  or  King  People  Bay  wo  shall,  than  tho  sun 
is  materially  bound  to  go  round  the  earth  overy  day,  bo- 
cause  Hipparchus  and  Ptolemy  any  it  does.  Tho  opinion 
or  command  of  a  king,  or  a  people,  can  no  more  change  a 
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fact  and  alter  a  law  of  man's  nature,  than  the  opinion  of  a 
philosopher  can  do  this  iu  material  nature. 

Wo  learn  tho  lavs  of  matter  slowly,  by  observation,  ex¬ 
periment,  and  induction,  and  only  get  an  outside  knowledge 
thereof,  os  objects  of  thought.  In  tho  same  way  we  might 
study  tho  facts  of  man's  moral  nature,  and  arrivo  at  rules 
of  conduct,  and  got  a  merely  outside  acquaintance  with  tho 
moral  law  as  something  wholly  oxtcrnal.  Tho  law  might 
appear  curious,  useful,  oven  beautiful,  moral  gravitation 
as  wonderful  as  material  attraction.  But  no  senso  of  duty 
would  attach  us  to  it.  In  addition  to  tho  purely  intellectual 
powers,  wo  have  a  faculty  whose  special  function  it  is  to  dis¬ 
cover  tho  rules  for  a  man's  moral  conduct.  This  is  con¬ 
science,  called  also  by  many  names.  As  tho  mind  has 
lor  its  object  absolute  truth,  so  conscience  has  for  its  ob¬ 
ject  absolute  justice.  Conscience  enables  us  not  merely  to 
learn  tho  right  by  experiment  and  induction,  but  intuitively, 
and  in  advance  of  experiment;  so,  in  addition  to  tho  ex¬ 
perimental  way,  whereby  wo  learn  justice  from  tho  facts  of 
human  history,  wo  have  a  transcendental  way,  and  learn 
it  from  tho  facta  of  human  naturo,  from  immediate  con¬ 
sciousness. 

It  is  tho  function  of  conscience  to  discover  to  men  tho 
moral  law  of  God.  It  will  not  do  this  with  infallible 
certainty,  for,  at  its  best  estate,  neither  conscionco  nor 
any  other  faculty  of  man  is  absolutely  perfect,  so  ns  never 
to  mistake.  Absolute  perfection  belongs  only  to  the 
faculties  of  God.  But  conscience,  like  each  other  faculty, 
is  relatively  perfect, — is  adequate  to  tho  purpose  God  meant 
it  for.  It  is  often  immature  in  the  young,  who  have  not 
had  timo  for  tho  growth  and  ripening  of  tho  faculty,  and 
in  the  old,  who  have  checked  and  hindered  its  development. 
Here  it  is  feeble  from  neglect,  thero  from  abuse.  It  may 
give  an  imperfect  answer  to  tho  question,  What  is  abso¬ 
lutely  right  ? 

Now,  though  tho  conscionco  of  a  man  lacks  tho  absolute 
perfection  of  that  of  God,  in  all  that  relates  to  my  dealing 
with  men,  it  is  still  tho  last  standard  of  appeal.  I  will 
hear  what  my  friends  have  to  say,  what  public  opinion  has 
to  offer,  what  tho  best  men  can  advise  me  to,  then  I  am  to 
aak  my  own  conscience,  and  follow  its  decision ;  not  that 
of  my  next  friond,  the  public,  or  tho  best  of  men.  I  will 


THE  FUNCTION  OF  CONSCIENCE. 


139 


not  say  tlmt  my  conscience  will  always  disclose  to  mo  the 
absolutely  right,  according  to  tho  conscience  of  God,  but 
it  will  disclose  tho  relatively  right,  what  is  my  conviction 
of  right  to-day,  with  all  the  light  I  can  get  on  tho  matter ; 
and  as  all  I  can  know  of  the  absolute  right,  is  my  convic¬ 
tion  thereof,  so  I  must  bo  true  to  that  conviction.  Then  I 
am  faithful  to  my  own  conscience,  and  faithful  to  my  God. 
If  I  do  the  best  thing  I  can  know  to-day,  and  to-morrow 
find  a  better  ono  and  do  that,  I  am  not  to  bo  blamed,  nor 
to  bo  called  a  sinner  against  God,  because  not  so  just  to¬ 
day  as  I  shall  bo  to-morrow.  I  am  to  do  God’s  will  roon 
as  I  know  it,  not  before,  and  to  tako  all  pbs'siblo  pains  to 
find  it  out ;  but  am  not  to  blame  for  acting  childish  when 
a  child,  nor  to  be  ashamed  of  it  when  grown  up  to  bo  a 
man.  Such  is  tho  function  of  conscience. 

Having  determined  what  is  absolutely  right,  by  tho  con¬ 
science  of  God,  or  at  least  relatively  right,  according  xo 
my  confidence  to-div  then  it  becomes  my  duty  to  keep  it. 
I  owo  it  to  God  to  obey  His  law,  or  what  I  deem  His 
law;  that  is  my  duty.  It  may  be  uncomfortable  to  keep 
it,  unpopular,  contrary  to  my  present  desires,  to  my  pas¬ 
sions,  to  my  immediate  interests ;  it  may  conflict  with  my 
plans  in  life ;  that  makes  no  difference.  I  owe  entire  al¬ 
legiance  to  my  God,  It  is  a  duty  to  keep  Hia  law,  a  per¬ 
sonal  duty,  my  duty  as  a  man.  I  owe  it  to  myself,  for  I 
am  to  keep  tho  integrity  of  my  own  consciousness ;  I  owo 
it  to  my  brother,  and  to  my  God.  Nothing  can  nbsolvo 
me  from  this  duty,  neither  the  fact  that  it  is  uncomfortable 
or  unpopular,  nor  that  it  conflicts  with  my  desires,  my 
passions,  my  immediate  interests,  and  my  plan3  in  life. 
Such  is  the  place  of  conscience  amongst  othor  faculties  of 
my  nature. 

I  believe  all  this  is  perfectly  plain,  but  now  soo  what  it 
leads  to.  In  tho  complicated  relations  of  human  life,  various 
rules  for  the  moral  conduct  of  men  have  been  devised, 
some  of  them  in  tho  form  of  statute  laws,  some  iu  tho  form 
of  customs  ;  and,  in  virtue  of  theso  rules,  certain  artificial 
demands  are  mado  of  men,  which  havo  no  foundation  in 
the  moral  nature  of  man ;  these  demands  are  thought  to 
represent  duties.  Wo  havo  the  samo  word  to  describe 
what  I  ought  to  do  as  subject  to  tho  law  of  God,  and  what 
is  demanded  of  mo  by  custom,  or  the  statute.  We  call 
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each  a  duty.  Honco  conies  no' small  confusion:  tlio  con¬ 
ventional  and  official  obligation  is  thought  to  rest  on  tho 
&oc‘.c>  foundation  as  the  natural  and  personal  duty.  A3  tho 
natural  duty  is  at  first  sight  a  little  vnguo,  and  not  written 
out  in  tho  law-book,  or  defined  by  custom,  while  the  con¬ 
ventional  obligation  is  well  understood,  men  think  that  in 
case  of  any  collision  between  the  two,  the  natural  duty 
must  give  way  to  the  official  obligation. 

For  clearness’  sako,  tho  natural  and  personal  obligation 
to  keep  the  law  of  God  as  my  conscience  declares  it,  I  will 
call  Duty  ;  tho  conventional  and  official  obligation  to  com¬ 
ply  with  somo  custom,  keep  some  statute,  or  servo  somo 
special  interest,  I  will  call  Business.  Here  then  are  two 
tilings — my  natural  and  personal  duty,  my  conventional 
and  official  business.  Which  of  the  two  shall  give  way  to 
tho  other, — personal  duty  or  official  business  ?  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  I  am  a  man  first  of  all,  and  all  else  that  I 
am  is  but  a  modification  of  my  manhood,  which  makes  me 
a  clergyman,  a  fisherman,  or  a  statesman ;  but  the  clergy, 
the  fish,  and  the  state,  are  not  to  strip  mo  of  my  manhood. 
They  are  valuable  in  so  far  as  they  servo  my  manhood,  not 
as  it  serves  them.  My  official  business  as  clergyman, 
fisherman,  or  statesman,  ia  always  beneath  my  personal 
duty  ns  man.  In  ^vso  of  any  conflict  betweon  the  two, 
the  natural  duty  ought  to  prevail  and  carry  the  day  before 
the  official  business;  for  tho  natural  duty  represents  tho 
permanent  law  of  God,  tho  absolute  right,  justice,  tho 
balance-point  of  all  interests ;  while  the  official  business 
represents  only  tho  transient  conventions  of  men,  somo 
partial  interest ;  and  besides,  tho  man  who  owes  tho  personal 
duty  is  immortal,  whilo  tho  officer  who  performs  tho  offi¬ 
cial  business  is  but  for  a  time.  At  death,  tho  man  is  to 
bo  tried  by  tho  justice  of  God,  for  the  deeds  done,  and 
character  attained,  for  his  natural  duty,  hut  ho  does  not 
outer  tho  next  life  as  a  clergyman,  with  his  surplice  and 
prayer-book,  or  a  fisherman,  with  his  angles  and  not,  nor 
yet  as  a  statesman,  with  his  franking  privilege,  and  title  cf 
honourable  and  member  of  Congress.  Tho  officer  dies,  of  a 
vote  or  a  fever.  The  man  lives  for  over.  From  the  rela¬ 
tion  between  a  man  and  his  occupation,  it  ia  plain,  in 
general,  that  all  conventional  and  official  business  is  to  bo 
overruled  by  natural  personal  _  duty.  This  is  tho  great 
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circle,  drawn  by  God,  and  discovered  by  conscience,  which 
girdles  my  sphere,  including  all  tho  smaller  circles,  and  it¬ 
self  included  by  none  of  them.  Tho  law  of  God  has  emi¬ 
nent  domain  everywhere,  over  tho  private  passions  of 
Oiivor  and  Charles,  tho  special  interests  of  Carthago  and 
of  Romo,  over  all  customs,  all  official  business,  au  pre¬ 
cedents,  all  human  statutes,  all  treaties  between  Judas  and 
Pilate,  or  England  and  France,  over  all  tho  conventional 
affairs  of  one  man  or  of  mankind.  My  own  conscience  is 
to  declare  that  law  for  me,  yours  for  you,  and  ia  before  ail 
private  passions,  or  public  interests,  the  decision  of  majori¬ 
ties,  and  a  world  full  of  precedents.  You  may  resign  your 
office,  and  escape  its  obligations,  forsake  your  country,  and 
owe  it  no  allegiance,  but  you  cannot  move  out  of  the  domin¬ 
ions  of  God,  nor  escape  whore  conscience  has  not  eminent 
domain. 

See  some  examples  of  a  conflict  between  tho  personal 
duty  and  the  official  business.  A  man  may  bo  a  clergy¬ 
man,  and  it  may  be  his  official  business  to  expound  and 
defend  the  creed  which  is  set  up  for  him  by  his  employers, 
his  bishop,  hia  association,  or  his  parish,  to  defend  and 
hold  it  good  against  all  comers  ;  it  may  be,  also,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  solemn  sort,  to  please  tho  audience,  who  come  to  bo 
soothed,  caressed,  and  comforted, — to  represent  the  aver¬ 
age  of  religion  in  his  society,  and  so  to  bless  popular  vir¬ 
tues  and  ban  unpopular  vices,  but  never  to  shake  off  or 
even  jostle  with  ono  of  his  fingers  tho  load  of  sin,  beloved 
and  popular,  which  crushes  his  hearers  down  till  thoy  are 
bowed  together  and  can  in  nowise  lift  themselves  up  j  un¬ 
popular  excellence  he  is  to  call  fanaticism,  if  not  infidelity. 
But  his  natural  duty  as  a  man,  standing  in  this  position, 
overrides  hia  official  busine  a,  and  commands  him  to  toll 
men  of  the  falao  things  in  their  creed,  of  great  truths  not 
in  it ;  commands  him  to  inform  his  audience  with  new 
virtuo,  to  represent  all  of  religion  he  can  attain,  to  undo 
tho  heavy  burdens  of  popular  sin,  private  or  national,  and 
lot  tho  men  oppressed  therewith  go  free.  Excellence, 
popular  or  odious,  ho  is  to  commend  by  its  own  name,  to 
stimulate,  men  to  all  nobleness  of  character  and  life,  whether 
it  please  or  offend.  This  is  his  duty,  however  uncomfort¬ 
able,  unpopular,  against  his  desires,  and  conflicting  with 
hia  immediate  interests  and  plans  of  life.  Which  shall  he 
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do  ?  IBs  official  business,  and  pimp  and  pander  to  the 
public  hist,  with  base  compliance  serving  tho  popular  idols, 
which  hero  arc  money  and  respectability,  or  shall  ho  serve 
his  God '?  That  is  the  question.  If  tho  man  considers 
himself  substantially  ft  man,  and  accidentally  a  clergyman, 
ho  will  perform  his  natural  duty  ;  if  ho  counts  tho  priest¬ 
hood  his  substance,  and  manhood  an  accident  of  that,  ho 
will  do  only  his  official  business. 

I  may  bo  a  merchant,  and  my  official  business  may  be  to 
buy,  and  sell,  and  get  gain  ;  I  may  soo  that  tho  traffic  in 
ardent  spirits  is  tho  readiest  way  to  accomplish  this.  So 
it  becomes  iny  official  business  to  make  mm,  soli  rum,  and 
by  all  means  to  induce  raori  to  drink  it.  But  presently  I 
geo  that  the  common  use  of  it  makes  the  thriving  unthrifty, 
tho  rich  less  wealthy,  tho  poor  miserable,  tho  sound  sick, 
and  tho  sane  mad  ;  that  it  brings  hundreds  to  tho  jail, 
thousands  to  the  alms-house,  and  millions  to  poverty  and 
shamo,  producing  an  amount  of  suffering,  wretchedness,  and 
sin,  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  picture  or  conceive.  Then 
my  natural  duty  as  man  is  very  dear,  very  imperative. 
Shall  I  sacrifice  my  manhood  to  money  ? — the  integrity  of 
my  consciousness  to  my  g  tins  by  rum-selling  ?  That  is 
tho  question.  And  my  answer  will  depend  on  tho  fact, 
wheduor  I  am  more  a  man  or  more  a  rum-seller.  Supposo 
I  compromise  the  matter,  and  draw  a  line  somewhere  be¬ 
tween  my  natural  duty  as  man,  and  my  official  business 
as  rum-seller,  and  for  every  three  cents  that  I  make  by 
iniquity,  give  one  cent  to  the  American  Tract.  Society,  or 
tho  Board  for  Foreign  Missions,  or  tho  Unitarian  Associa¬ 
tion,  or  tho  excellent  Society  for  promoting  the  Gospel 
among  the  Indians  (and  others)  in  North  America.  That 
does  not  help  the  matter;  business  is  not  satisfied,  though 
I  draw  tho  line  never  so  near  to  money  ;  nor  conscience, 
unless  tho  lino  comes  up  to  my  duty. 

I  am  a  citizen,  and  tho  State  says,  "  You  must  obey  all 
tho  statutes  made  by  the  proper  authorities ;  that  is  your 
official  business  !  ”  Suppose  there  is  a  statute  adverse  to 
the  natural  law  of  God,  and  the  convictions  of  my  own 
conscience,  and  I  plead  that  fact  in  abatement  of.  ray  obli¬ 
gation  to  keep  the  statute,  tho  State  says,  ,f  Obey  it  none 
tho  less,  or  wo  will  hang  you.  Religion  is  an  excellent 
thing  in  every  matter  except  politics ;  there  it  seems  to 
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make  men.  mad.”  Shall  I  keep  the  commandment  of  men, 
or  the  law  of  my  God  ? 

A.  statute  was  once  enacted  by  King  Pharaoh  for  tho  de¬ 
struction  of  tho  Israelites  in  Egypt ;  it  wan  mado  tho  offi¬ 
cial  business  of  nil  citizens  to  aid  in  their  destruction : 
“  Pharaoh  charged  all  his  people  saying,  Every  son  that  is 
born  ye  shall  cast  into  tho  river,  and  over)'  daughter  ye 
shall  save  alive.”  It  was  the  official  business  of  every 
Egyptian  who  found  a  Hebrew  boy  to  throw  him  into  tho 
Nile, — if  he  refused,  ho  offended  against  tho  peace  and 
dignity  of  tho  kingdom  of  Egypt,  and  the  form  of  law  in 
such  rase  mado  and  provided.  But  if  ho  oboyed,  ho 
murder  >d  a  man.  Which  should  ho  obey,  tho  Lord  Pha¬ 
raoh,  or  the  Lord  God  ?  That  was  tho  question.  I  make 
no  doubt  that  the  priests  of  Osiris,  Orus,  Apis,  Isis,  and 
the  judges,  and  the  justices  of  tho  peace  and  quorum,  and 
the  members  of  Congress  of  that  time,  said,  “  Keep  tho 
king’s  commandment,  0  ye  that  worship  tho  crocodilo  and 
fear  tho  cat,  or  ye  shall  not  sloop  in  a  whole  skin  any 
longer  !  ”  So  said  everything  that  lovetk  and  rnaketh  a 
lie. 

King  Charles  II.  mado  a  statute  some  one  hundred  and 
ninety  years  ago,  to  punish  with  death  tho  remnant  of  tho 
nino-and-fiffcy  judges  who  had  brought  his  father’s  head  to 
the  block,  teaching  kings  “  that  they  also  had  a  joint  in  their 
necks.”  He  called  on  all  his  subjects  to  aid  in  tho  capturo  of 
these  judges.  It  was  mado  their  official  business  as  citi¬ 
zens  to  do  so  ;  a  reward  was  offered  for  the  apprehension  of 
some  of  them  “  alivo  or  dead ;  ”  punishment  hung  over 
tho  head  of  any  who  should  harbour  or  conceal  them. 
Three  of  those  regicides,  who  had  adjudged  a  king  for  his 
felony,  came  to  Now'  England.  Many  Americans  knew 
where  they  were,  and  thought  tho  condemnation  of  Charles 
I.  was  tho  host  thing  these  judges  over  did.  With  that 
conviction  ought  they  to  have  delivered  up  these  fugitives, 
or  afforded  them  shelter  ?  In  time  of  peril,  when  officers 
of  tho  English  government  were  on  the  look-out  for  some 
of  these  men,  a  clergyman  iu  tho  town  where  ono  of  them 
was  concealed,  preached,  it  is  said,  on  tho  text "  Bewray  not 
him  that  wnndoreth,”  an  occasional  sermon,  and  put  tho 
duty  of  a  man  far  before  tho  business  of  a  citizen.  When  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  was  at  New  Haven  looking  after  ono  of 
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tho  judgus,  and  attouded  public  worship  in  tho  sumo  meet¬ 
ing-house  with  the  fugitive,  the  congregation  sung  an 
awful  hymn  in  hia  very  oars.* 

Would  the  men  of  Connecticut  have  done  right,  bewray¬ 
ing  him  that  wandered,  and  exposing  the  outcast,  to  give 
up  fcho  man  who  had  defended  the  liberties  of  the  world 
and  the  rights  of  mankind  against  a  tyrant, — give  him  up 
because  a  want-on  king,  and  his  looso  men  aud  loose  women, 
made  such  a  commandment  ?  One  of  the  regicides  dwelt 
in  peace  eight-aud- twenty  years  in  Now  England,  a  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Of  old  time  the  Roman  statute  commanded  tho  Christians 
to  sacrifice  to  Jupiter ;  they  deemed  it  tho  highest  sin  to 

•  Why  dost  thou.  Tyrant,  boast  abroad 
tby  wickf-4  work*  to  praise  1 
Dost  thou  not  know  there  is  a  God, 
whose  mercies  last  al  wales  t 


On  mu-chiefo  why  ssitt'xt  thou  thy  minds, 
oat!  wilt  not  walk®  upright  ? 

Thou  hast  wore  lust  false  tales  to  find, 
than  bring  tho  truth  to  light. 

Thou  dost  delight  in  fraud  and  guile, 
in  mischief*,  blond  and  wrong. 

Thy  lips  bare  learned  the  flattering  elite, 
oh  false  deceitful  tongue. 

Therefore  shall  God  for  aye  confound, 
and  pluck  thee  from  thy  plate ; 

Thy  need  root  out  from  off  the  ground, 
and  so  shall  thee  deface. 

The  just,  when  they  behold  thy  Ml, 
wtth  fear®  shall  praise  the  I^ord ; 

And  in  reproach  of  thee  with  all, 
crie  out  with  one  accord 

u  Behold  the  ruua  that  would®  not  take 
the  Lord  for  bis  defence ; 

Bat  of  h Is  good*  hia  God  did  make, 
and  trust  his  corrupt  sens®. 

But  I,  as  olive,  fresh  and  green, 

»h»!l  spring  and  spread  sbtwsd ; 

For  why  ?  my  tro»i  all  time*  bath  been, 
upon  the  living  God ! 

"  For  this  therefore  will  I  giro  praise 
to  Thee  with  heart  aud  yoyos  ; 

1  will  set  forth  Thy  name  amayes, 
wherein  Thy  saint*  rejoyea," 

1W 'm  Ui.  i»  StirnAo&i  ead  Eophm. 
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do  so,  but  it  was  their  official  business  as  Roman  citizens. 
Some  of  them  were  truo  to  their  natural  duty  aa  men,  anu 
took  tho  same  cross  Jesus  had  homo  before  them ;  Peter 
and  John  had  said  at  their  outset  to  the  authorities — 
“  Whether  it  bo  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hearken  unto 
you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  yo.”  Tho  Emperor  once 
made  it  tho  official  business  of  every  citizen  to  deliver  up 
the  Christians.  But  God  made  it  no  man's  duty.  Kay,  it 
was  each-  man’s  duty  to  help  them.  In  such  cases  what 
shall  a  man  do  ?  You  know  what  wo  think  of  men  who 
comply  basely,  and  save  their  lifo  with  thq*  loss  of  their 
soul.  You  know  how  tho  Christian  world  honours  tho 
saints  and  martyrs,  who  laid  down  their  lives  for  tho  sake 
of  truth  and  right ;  a  handful  of  their  dust,  which  was 
quieted  of  its  trouble  by  tho  headsman's  axe  seventeen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  is  now*  gathered  from  tho  catacombs 
of  Saint  Agnes  at  Romo — why  it  is  enough  to  consecrate 
half  of  tho  Catholic  churches  in  Now  England.  As  I  have 
stood  among  their  graves,  have  handled  tho  instruments 
with  which  they  tasted  of  bitter  death,  and  crumbled  fcnrir 
hones  in  my  hands, — I  keep  their  relics  still  with  reverent 
awe, — I  havo  thought  there  was  a  little  difference  between 
their  religion,  and  the  pale  decency  that  haunts  tho 
churches  of  our  time,  and  is  afraid  lest  it  lose  its  dividends, 
or  its  respectability,  or  hurt  its  usefulness,  which  is  in  no 
danger. 

Do  I  speak  of  martyrs  for  conscience’  sake  ?  To-day  is 
St  Maurice's  day,  consecrated  to  him  and  the  “  Thobman 
legion."  Maurice  appears  to  have  been  a  military  tribune 
in  tho  Christian  legion,  levied  in  tho  Thebais,  a  part  of 
Egypt.  In  the  latter  part  of  tho  third  century  this  legion 
was  at  Oetodunim,  near  the  little  village  of  Martigm,  in 
Valais,  a  Swiss  Canton,  under  tho  command  of  Maximum, 
the  associate  emperor,  just  then  named  Hereuleus,  going 
to  fight  tho  Bagaudm.  Tho  legion  was  ordered  to  sacri¬ 
fice  to  tho  gods  after  tho  heathen  fashion.  Tho  soldiers 
refused ;  every  tenth  nw  was  hewn  down  by  Maximum's 
command.  They  would  not  submit,  and  so  tho  whole  le¬ 
gion,  as  the  Catholic  story  tells  us,  perished  there  on  the 
22nd  of  September,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-three  years 
ago  this  day.  Perhaps  the  account  is  not  true  ;  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  number  of  martyrs  is  much  exaggerated,  for 
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six  hundred  soldiers  would  nob  stand  still  and  he  slaugh¬ 
tered  without,  striking  a  blow.  But  the  fact  that  the 
Catholic  church  sets  apart  one  clay  in  tho  calendar  to 
honour  this  alleged  heroism,  shows  tho  value  men  put  on 
fidelity  to  conscience  in  such  cases. 

last  winter  a  bill  for  the  capture  of  fugitive  slaves  was 
introduced  into'  tho  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica;  tho  senator  who  so  ably  represented  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  tho  controlling  men  of  this  city,  proposed  to 
support  that  bill,  “  with  all  its  provisions  to  tie  fullest  ex¬ 
tent;”  that  bill,  with  various  alteration®!,  some  for  the 
bettor,  others  for  tho  worse,  has  become  a  law — it  received 
the  vote  of  the  Representative  from  Boston,  who  was  not 
sent  there,  I  hope,  for  tho  purpose  of  voting  for  it.  That 
statute  allows  tho  slave-holder,  or  his  agent,  to  come  hero, 
and  by  summary  process  Bern?  a  fugitive  slave,  and,  with¬ 
out  the  formality  of  a  trial  by  jury,  to  carry  him  back  to 
eternal  bondage.  The  statute  makes  it  the  official  business 
of  certain  magistrates  to  aid  in  enslaving  a  man ;  it  em¬ 
powers  them  to  call  out  force  enough  to  overcome  any  re¬ 
sistance  which  may  be  offered,  to  summon  the  bystanders 
to  aid  in  that  work.  It  provides  a  punishment,  for  any  one 
who  shall  aid  and  abet,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  harbour 
or  conceal  tiro  man  who  is  seeking  to  maintain  his  natural 
and  unalienable  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness.  He  may  be  fined  a  thousand  dollars,  imprisoned 
six  mouths,  and  be  liable  to  a  civil  action  for  a  thousand 
dollars  rnoro  1 

This  statute  is  not  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  slave¬ 
holders  of  the  South  alone ;  its  most  effective  supporters 
aro  Northern  men ;  Boston  is  more  to  bo  blamed  for  it 
than  Charleston  or  Savannah,  for  nearly  a  thousand  per¬ 
sons  of  this  city  and  neighbourhood, 'most  of  them  men  of 
influence  through  money  if  by  no  other  means,  addressed 
a  letter  of  thanks  to  tho  distinguished  man  who  had  volun¬ 
teered  to  support  that  infamous  bill,  telling  him  that  ho 
had  "  convinced  the  understanding  and  touched  the  con¬ 
science  of  tho  nation.”  A  man  falls  low  when  ho  consents 
to  bo  a  slave,  and  is  spurned  for  his  lack  of  manhood ;  to 
consent  to  be  a  catcher  of  fugitive  slaves  is  to  fall  lower 
yet ;  but  to  consent  to  bo  tho  defender  of  a  slave-catcher—- 
it  is  seldom  that  human  nature  is  base  enough  for  that. 
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But  such  examples  are  found  in  this  city  1  This  is  now 
tho  law  of  tho  land.  It  is  tho  official  business  of  judges, 
commissioners,  and  marshals,  as  magistrates,  to  execute 
tho  statute  and  deliver  a  fugitive  up  to  slavery ;  it  is  your 
official  business  and  mine,  as  citizens,  when  legally  sum- 
monod,  to  aid  in  capturing  the  man.  Boos  the  command 
make  it  anj"  man’s  duty  ?  Tho  natural  duty  to  keep  tho 
law  of  God  overrides  the  obligation  to  observe  any  human 
statute,  and  continually  commands  us  to  love  a  man  and 
not  hato  him,  to  do  him  justice,  and  not  injustice,  to  sllow 
him  his  natural  rights  not  alienated  by  himself ;  yes,  to 
defend  him  in  them,  not  only  by  all  means  legal,  but  by  all 
means  moral.  ^ 

Let  us  look  a  littlo  at  oiir  duty  under  this  statute.  If  a 
man  falls  into  the  water  and  is  iu  danger  of  drowning,  it 
is  tho  natural  duty  of  the  bystanders  to  aid  in  pulling  him 
out,  ovon  at  tho  risk  of  wetting  their  garmonts.  Wo 
should  think  a  man  a  coward  who  could  swim,  and  would 
not  save  a  drowning  girl  for  fear  of  spoiling  his  coat.  Ho 
would  bo  indictable  at  common  law.  If  a  troop  of  wolves 
or  tigers  were  about  to  seize  a  man,  and  devour  him,  and 
you  and  I  could  help  him,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  do  so, 
even  to  peril,  our  own  limbs  and  life  for  that  purposo.  If 
a  man  undertakes  to  murder  or  steal  a  man,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  bystanders  to  help  their  brother,  who  is  in  peril, 
against  wrong  from  the  two-legged  man,  as  much  as  against 
the  four-legged  beast.  But  suppose  tho  invader  who  seizes 
the  man  is  an.  officer  of  tho  united  States,  has  a  commis¬ 
sion  in  his  pocket,  a  warrant  for  his  deed  in  his  hand,  and 
seizes  as  a  slave  a  man  who  has  done  nothing  to  alienate 
his  natural  rights— does  that  give  him  any  more  natural 
right  to  .enslave  a  man  than  no  had  before  ?  Can  any 
piece  of  parchment  make  right  wrong,  and  wrong  right  ? 

The  fugitive  has  been  a  slave  before  ?  does  the  wrong 
you  committed  yesterday,  givo  you  a  natural  right  to  com¬ 
mit  wrong  afresh  and  continually  ?  Because  yon  enslaved 
this  man’s  father,  havo  you  a  natural  right  to  onslavo  his 
child  ?  ’Flie  same  right  you  would  have  to  murder  a  man 
becauso  you  butchered  his  father  first.  Tho  right  to  mur¬ 
der  is  as  much  transmissible  by  inheritance  as  the  right  to 
enslave  l  It  is  plain  to  mo  that  it  is  tho  natural  duty  of 
citizens  to  rescue  every  fugitive  slave  from  the  hands  of 
10  • 
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the  marshal  who  essays  to  return  him  to  bondage;  to  do 
it  peaceably  if  they  can,  forcibly  if  they  must,  but  by  all 
mean*}  to  do  it.  Will  you  stand  by  and'  seo  your  country¬ 
men,  your  fellow-citizens  of  Boston,  sent  off  to  slavery  by 
some  commissioner?  Shall  I  see  my  own  parishioners 
taken  from  under  my  oyes  and  carried  back  to  bondage, 
by  a  man  whoso  constitutional  business  it  is  to  work 
wickedness  by  statute  ?  Shall  I  novor  lift  an  arm  to  pro¬ 
tect  him  ?  When  I  consont  to  that,  you  may  call  me  a 
hireling  shepherd,  an  infidel,  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing, 
even  a  defender  of  slave-catching  if  you  will ;  aud  I  will 
confess  X  was  a  poor  dumb  dog,  barking  always  at  the 
moon,  but  silent  as  tho  moon  whnn  the  murderer  came 
near. 

I  am  not  a  man  who  loves  violence.  I  respect  tho  sa- 
credneis  of  human  lifo.  But  this  I  say,  solemnly,  that  I 
will  do  all  in  my  power  to  rescue  any  fugitive  slavo  from 
tho  hands  of  any  officer  who  attempts  to  return  him  to 
bondage.  I  will  resist  him  as  gently  as  I  know  how,  but 
with  such  strength  as  I  can  command;  I  will  ring  the 
bells,  and  alarm  tho  town  ;  I  will  serve  as  head,  as  foot,  or 
as  hand  to  any  body  of  serious  and  earnest  men,  who  will 
go  with  me,  with  no  weapons  but  their  hands,  in  this  work. 
X  will  do  it  as  readily  as  i  would  lift  a  man  out  of  the  water, 
or  pluck  him  from  the  teeth  of  a  wolf,  or  snatch  him  from 
the  hands  of  a  murderer.  What  is  a  fine  of  a  thousand 
dollars,  and  jailing  for  six  months,  to  tho  liberty  of  a  man  ? 
My  money  perish  with  mo,  if  it.  stand  between  mo  and  tho 
eternal  law  of  God.  I  trust  there  arc  xnanly  men  enough 
in  this  house  to  secure  the  freedom  of  every  fugitive  slavo 
ir  Boston,  without  breaking  a  limb  or  rending  a  garment. 

One  thing  more  I  think  is  very  plain,  that  th  3  nigitivo 
Has  tho  same  natural  right  to  defend  himself  against  the 
slave-catcher,  or  his  constitutional  tool,  that  ho  lias  against 
a  murderer  or  a  wolf.  Tho  man  who  attacks  mo  to  reduce 
me  to  slavery,  in  that  moment  of  attack  alienates  his  right 
to  life,  and  if  I  wore  tho  fugitivo,  and  could  escape  in  no 
other  way,  I  would  kill  him  with  as  little  compunction  as 
1  would  drive  a  mosquito  from  my  face.  It  is  high  time 
this  was  said.  What  grasshoppers  wo  are  before  the 
statute  of  men !  what  Goliaths  against  tho  law  of  God ! 
What  capitalist  hcods  your  statute  of  usury  when  ho  can 
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get  illegal  interest  ?  How  many  banks  aro  content  with 
six  por  cent,  when  money  i;»  scarce  ?  Did  yon  novor  hear 
of  a  merchant  evading  the  duties  of  the  custom-house  ? 
When  a  maa’a  liberty  is  concerned,  wo  must  keep  the 
Iftw,  must  wo  ?  betray  tho  wanderer,  and  expc  '0  tho  out¬ 
cast  ?•* 

•  It  has  been  said  that  the  fugitive  slave  law  cannot  be  executed  in  Ikaton. 
Let  m  not  be  deceived.  Who  would  have  thought  r.  year  ago,  that  the  Senator  . 
of  Boston  would  make  such  a  speech  as  that  of  last  March,  that  «o  many  of  tho 
leading  ciliMns  of  Boston  would  write  such  a  letter  of  approval,  uat  such  a  bill 
could  pass  tho  Congress,  and  a  man  be  found  in  this  city  (Mr  Samuel  A.  Eliot) 
to  rote  for  it  and  g-ct  no  rebuke  from  the  people !  Yet  a  single  man  should  not 
endure  tho  shame  alone,  which  belong*  »n  general  to  tho  leadiug  men  of  the 
city.  The  member  for  Boston  faithfully  represented  the  public  opinion  of  bis 
most  eminent  constituents,  lay  and 'clerical.  Here  U  an  account  of  what  took 
place  in  New  York  since  the  delivery  of  tho  tertuon. 

[From  the  New  York  Tribune,] 

"  Si.AVK-c,vrci!ixo  ix  New  Yonx— First  Carr  cxdes  the  Law. 

“The  following  case,  which  oervrrcd  yesterday,  is  one  of  peculiar  interest 
from  the  fact  of  iu  being  tho  first  case  under  the  new  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  there  i*  very  little  of  the  ‘law's  delay*  here;  the  proceed¬ 
ing*  were  as  summary  tu  an  Arkansas  court  audience  ooufd  desire. 

'  "  U.  S.  Commissioxeb's  Omcx— Before  Commissioner  Gardiner.— JExamin. 

atio.  At  to  Jama  Hamlet,  charged  to  he  a  fugitive  tlart,  the  property  of  Mary 
Brown,  of  Baltimore. — No  person  was  present  as  counsel  for  accused,  and  only 
one  coloured  man.  H«  is  a  light  mulatto.  The  marshal  said  Mr  Wood  had 
been  there.  The  commissioner  said  they  would  go  on,  and  if  counsel  cams  in, 
ho  would  read  proceeding*. 

“  Tho  mat  J.  Clan  (a  man  with  dark  eyes  and  hair),  sworn. — Am  thirty  year* 
of  age ;  clerk  for  Merchant's  Shot  Manufacturing  Company  in  Baltimore ;  know 
James  Hamlet ;  ho  is  sla-  a  of  Mary  Brown,  a  mothcT-iu-law  of  mine,  residing 
in  Baltimore ;  lure  known  Hamlet  about  twenty  year* ;  he  left  my  mother-in- 
law  about  two  y,ar*  ago  this  *ea.*ou,  by  absenting  himself  from  the  premia**, 
tho  dwelling  where  ho  resided  in  Baltimore ;  she  vs  entitled  to  his  sendees ;  he 
is  0  slave  for  life;  she  never  parted  with  him  voluntarily ;  she  came  into  pos¬ 
session  of  him  by  will  from  John  G.  Brown,  her  deceased  husband ;  the  written 
paper  shown  is  on  extract  from  hi*  will ;  the  held  him  under  that  from  the  time 
she  inherited  him  till  he  escaped,  os  I  hare  testified ;  this  is  the  man  (pointing 
to  Hamlet,  n  light  mulatto  man,  about  twenty-four  0:  twenty-fire  years  of  age, 
looking  exceedingly  pensive). 

"  Guttaru*  Brown,  sworn.— Am  twenty-fire  yfAis  of  age;  reside  in  New 
York;  clerk  with  A.  M.  Kendar,  25  Front-street;  resided  before  coming  hero 
in  Baltimore ;  I  know  James  Hamlet ;  I  have  known  him  *iac*  a  boy ;  he  is 
a  slave  to  my  mother;  he  is  a  slave  for  life;  my  mother  inherited  him  under 
the  will  of  ruy  father ;  ho  left  her  service  by  running  away,  I  suppose ;  absent¬ 
ing  himself  from  the  house  in  the  city  of  BalUmo.e,  about  two  years  since ;  I 
havo  seen  him  several  times,  within  the  last  six  months*  in  the  city ;  first  time 
I  saw  him  was  in  April  last ;  rot  mother  U  still  entitled  to  posseuica  of  him ; 
she  never  has  parted  with  him ;  the  man  sitting  hero  (Hamlet)  is  tho  man, 

“  Mr  Asa  Child,  Counsellor  at  Law,  hero  came  into  the  room,  and  took  his 
seat ;  he  said  he  had  been  sent  to  this  morning,  through  another,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  with  rrhom  Hamlet  had  lived  in  this  city  (Mr  8.  N.  Wood),  but  ho  had 
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In  tho  same  manner  tho  natural  duty  of  a  man  over¬ 
rides  all  tho  special  obligations  which  a  man  takes  on  him- 

no  airections  in  tho  matter;  be  wcrely  came  to  soe  that  tho  law  is  properly  ad* 
ministered,  and  supposed  it  would  ho  without  him. 

"  Mr  Child  was  then  shown  tho  law,  tho  power  of  attorney  to  Mr  Clare,  the 
affidavit  of  Mr  Clare  on  which  Hamlet  was  arralcd — and  the  testimony  thus  far. 

“Mr  ©are,  cTusss-itamiiud  by  Mr  Child. — I  married  Mrs  Brown’s  daurbter 
about  seventeen  years  ago ;  Hamlet  has  always  lived  with  us  in  tho  family :  I 
am  in  her  family  now,  and  was  at  the  time  he  went  away ;  think  he  is  about 
twenty-eight  year*  of  age  (ho  looks  touch  younger  than  that— his  features  arc 
very  even,  es  thow  of  a  white  person  of  this  kind) ;  he  occasionally  worked  at 
the  chot  tower  where  I  worked;  he  was  hired  there  ns  a  labourer,  and  Mrs 
Brown  got  the  benefit  of  him— that  is,  when  I  bad  no  other  us*  for  him ;  he 
had  formerly  been  employed  as  a  dray-man ;  after  I  married  into  the  family 
some  year  or  two,  we  lived  togs  .her,  I  furnishing  the  house ;  such  wages  os  1 
cot  for  the  man  it  was  returned  to  Mrs  Brown,  to  be  used  as  she  saw  fit ;  1  was 
her  agent  to  get  employment  for  him  os  I  could ;  I  had  him  in  various  occupa¬ 
tions  ;  I  have  a  power  of  attorney ;  I  have  no  farther  interest  in  him  than  ho 
is  her  property,  and  we  wish  to  get  him  back  to  Maryland  again,  where  he  left. 

“Mr  fjrnrn,  cross-examined.— I-cft  home  37th  March  last.  Was  home 
when  Hamlet  went  away.  At  the  time  he  was  engaged  at  the  shot  tower 
business. 

“Mr  Child  said  ho  had  no  further  questions  to  ask.  lie  supposed  the  rules 
of  the  law  had  been  complied  with. 

“  Mr  Gardiner,  the  coamisaioner,  then  said,  I  will  deliver  the  fugitive  over 
to  the  marshal,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  claimant. 

“  Mr  Child  suggested  if  that  was  tho  law.  The  commissioner  then  said  he 
would  hand  him,  as  the  law  said,  to  the  claimant,  and  if  there  should  be  any 
danger  of  rescue,  he  wov.ld  deliver  him  to  the  United  States  marshal. 

“The  United  State*  marshal  said  he  had  performed  his  duty  in  bringing 
him  in. 

“  Mr  Clare  said  he  would  demand  such  aid  from  the  United  Stales  marshal 
os  would  secure  the  delivery  of  the  mao  to  hi*  owner  in  Baltimore. 

“  Mr  Child  suggested  that  it  must  he  an  affidavit  that  he  apprehends  a  rescue. 
Mr  Clare  said  that  he  did  so  apprehend. 

“  Mr  Talnudge,  the  marshal,  said  he  would  have  to  perform  his  duty,  if 
called  upon. 

“Mr  Child  replied  he  supposed  he  would,  but  '.hero  were  doubts  os  to  th* 
form. 

“  The  necessary  papers  were  made  out  by  the  commltrioncr,  Mr  Clare  swear¬ 
ing  he  feared  a  rescue,  and  Hamlet  was  delivered  to  him,  thence  to  the  United 
Statos  mondial,  and  probably  was  conveyed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Balti¬ 
more,  a  coach  being  to  waiting  at  the  door;  and  he  was  taken  off  in  irons,  an 
officer  accompanying  the  party." 

Here  is  the  charge  of  Judge  McLean  la  a  similar  case. 

“  No  earthly  power  bat  a  right  to  inbmpoea  between  a  man's  conscience  and 
his  Maker.  He  has  a  right,  an  inalienable  and  absolute  right,  to  worship  God, 
according  to  the  dictates  of  kb  own  eonseienea.  For  this  he  alone  must  answer, 
and  he  is  entirely  free  from  all  human  restraint  to  think  and  act  for  himself. 

"  But  this  is  not  the  case  when  hit  acts  fifed  the  rights  of  others.  Society 
has  a  claim  upon  ell  ci tiuma.  General  rule*  have  been  adopted  in  the  form  of 
laws,  for  the  protection  of  the  lights  of  persons  and  things.  Three  laws  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  the  rectal  eowpact,  and  their  observance  is  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  civtlUaUon.  In  three  maltm  tW  law,  and  not  conscience, 


THE  FUNCTION  OF  CONSCIENCE. 


151 


self  as  a  magistrate  by  bis  official  oatb.  Our  theory 
of  office  is  thi3 :  Tho  man  is  sunk  in  tho  magistrate ;  ho 

constitute#  the  rule  of  action.  You  arc  sworn  to  deride  this  case  according  to 
the  law  and  testimony ;  and  you  become  unfaithful  to  the  solemn  injunctions  you 
hare  taken  upon  yourselves,  when  you  yield  to  an  influence  which  you  call 
conscience,  that  place*  you  above  the  law  and  the  testimony. 

“  Such  a  rule  can  only  apply  to  individual* ;  aud  when  assumed  as  a  basis  of 
action  on  the  rights  of  others,  it  is  utterly  destructive  of  all  law.  What  may  be 
deemed  a  conscientious  act  by  one  individual,  may  he  held  criminal  by  another. 
In  view  of  one,  the  act  is  meritorious ;  in  the  new  of  tho  other,  it  should  he 
punished  as  a  crime.  And  each  has  the  same  right,  acting  under  the  dictates 
of  his  conscience,  to  earn*  out  bis  own  view.  This  would  overturn  the  bast#  of 
society.  We  must  stand  bv  the  lew,  We  have  sworn  to  maintain  it  It  is 
expected  that  the  citizens  of  the  free  States  should  be  opposed  to  slavery.  Hut 
with  the  abstract  principle*  of  slavery  we  hare  nothing  to  do-  As  a  political 
question  there  could  ho  no  difference  of  opinion  among  us  on  the  subject  Hut 
our  duty  i*  found  in  tho  Constitution  of  the  Union,  ns  consumed  by  tho  Supreme 
Court.  The  fugitives  from  labour  we  arc  bound,  by  the  highest  obligations,  to 
d direr  up  on  mim  of  the  master  being  made  ;  and  there  is  no  State  power 
which  can  release  the  slave  from  the  legal  custody  of  hi#  master. 

“In  regard  to  the  arrest  of  fugitive*  from  labour,  the  law  does  not  impose 
active  duties  on  our  citizen#  generally.  They  are  not  prohibited  from  exercis¬ 
ing  the  ordinary  charities  of  life  toward#  tho  fugitive.  To  secrete  him  or  con¬ 
vey  him  from  tho  reach  of  his  master,  or  to  rescue  him  when  in  legal  custody,  is 
forbidden  ;  and  for  doing  this  a  liability  i#  incurred.  This  give*  to  no  one  a  just 
ground  of  complaint  He  has  only  i  ,  refrain  from  an  express  violation  of  the 
law,  which  operate*  to  the  injury  of  his  neighbour/' 

lie  #©cm#  to  think  the  right  to  hold  slave*  as  much  a  natural  right  as  the  ab~ 
wlute  right  to  worship  God  according  to  the  “  dictate*  of  conscience.’’  Ono 
man  has  aa  unallenaolo  right  to  Ubort  ,  other  men  an  unalienable  right  to 
alienate  and  take  it  from  him ! 

Here  U  something  in  a  different  spirit  from  a  Boston  newspaper. 

“Tee  Fcemva  Suvr  Bill. 

“This  infamous  bill  has  finally  passed  both  branches  of  Congress.*  My 
opinion  on  this  subject  may  have  uttlo  weight  with  those  who  voted  for  it,  but 
may  help  sustain  the  sinking  spirit  of  some  poor  disconsolate  one,  who,  having  fled 
from  the  land  of  oppressors,  is  anxiously  looking  to  see  if  there  1#  any  one  who 
will  give  him  a  cheering  look,  or  a  kina  reception,  or  who  dare*  to  gwe  him  a 
crust  of  bread,  or  a  tup  of  water,  and  help  him  on  his  way. 

“  Allow  me  to  say  to  such  an  one,  that  it  pursued  by  the  mctalem*  slave-holder, 
and  even-  other  door  in  Boston  i#  shut  against  him,  there  1#  a  door  that  will  bo 
open  at  No.  2,  Boach-str.  t,  and  that  the  fear  of  fine*  end  imprisonment  will  bo 
ineffectual  when  the  pursuer  shall  demand  his  victim.  If  he  enters  before  the 
fleeing  captive  is  safe,  it  will  be  at  his  peril.  I  am  opposed  to  war,  and  all  the 
spirit  of  war ;  even  to  all  preparations  for  what  is  called  self-defence  in  time* 
of  peace ;  yet  I  should  resist  toe  pursuer,  and  not  allow  him  to  enter  my  dwell¬ 
ing  until  he  was  able  to  tread  mo  under  his  feet.  I  will  not  trample  upon  any 

•  I  call  this  bill  faftumm,  because  by  it  tho  man  or  woman  who  is  charged 
with  being  a  slave  is  deprived  of  all  the  means  of  eolf-dofeae*  allowed  to  those 
who  aro  charged  with  crimes,  and  to  be  delivered  np  summarily,  without  tho 
right  of  trial  by  jury,  or  any  other  proper  means  of  proving  the  charge  ground- 
laas.  !.*  it  a  worse  crime  to  be  a  slave  than  a  thief  or  a  murderer  1 
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is  tm  hoirims  couvcrt;  his  individual  manhood  is  covered 
up  and  extinguished  by  his  official  cap ;  ho  is  no  longer  a 

law,  either  of  my  own  State,  or  of  the  nation,  that  does  not  conflict  with  my 
conscientious  duty  to  my  God ;  hut  Jem  has  commanded,  (taring,  *  AH  thing# 
whatsoever  yc  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.* 

“  If,  for  no  crime,  I  had  been  taken  and  sold,  and  deprived  of  all  the  rights 
of  m;  nmnhcod,  end  degraded  to  the  rank  of  a  beast  of  burden :  not  only' de¬ 
prived  of  the  opportunity  to  labour  for  the  support  of  my  wife  ana  children,  but 
even  deprived  of  their  kind  sympathy  and  companionship,  whenever  the  interest 
or  will  of  my  oppressor#  should  require  it ;  ana  I  should,  at  the  peril  of  ray  life, 
flee  from  my  oppressors,  and  thev  should  pursue  me  to  the  dwelling  of’ some 
poor  disciple  of  Jesus,  it  may  be  that  of  a  coloured  man,  and  I  should  beg  of 
him  to  protect  me,  and  help  me  to  escape  from  th*  pursuer's  grasp,  should  I 
not  hope,  if  he  was  a  Christian,  he  would  givo  me  bread  and  water,  and  help 
mo  on  my  way,  regardless  of  the  fine#  and  imprisonment  that  such  a  kind  act 
might  render  him  liable  to?  Could  I  expect  to  meet  the  approbation  of  my 
I*:rd,  if  I  did  not  do  as  much  to,  the  fleeing  slave  ?  Can  there  be  a  Christian, 
in  this  land  of  the  Pilgrims,  who  will  not  do  it,  wad  besides,  do  all  in  his  power 
to  prevent  nay  one  of  those  Senators  or  Representatives  in  Congress  who  voted 
for  that  infamous  bill  from  ever  again  misrepresenting  any  portion  of  the  friend* 
of  freedom,  in  Bouton  cr  elsewhere  ?  It  is  said,  this  is  a  law  of  the  had,  and 
must  be  obeyed  :  to  such  I  would  say,  ‘Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God 
to  hearken  unto  men  mere  than  unto  God,  judge  ye/ 

“  I  prefer  to  obey  God,  if  in  so  doing  I  must  break  the  laws  of  men  and  lie 
punished,  rather  than  violate  the  laws  of  God  and  obey  the  laws  of  rnen,  to 
c-scape  fines  and  imprisonments,  or  even  death. 

*•  Boston,  Sept.  23,  1850.  T.  GILBERT." 

Ilera  is  yet  more : 

“Tit®  Pwarnr®  Slay®  Bux. 

"  H tents  Herrons : — The  bold  and  manly  avowal  of  your  correspondent,  Mr 
T.  Gilbert,  in  last  evening's  TraveUer,  in  commenting  upon  what  ho  very  justly 
denominate#  the  ‘  infamous  fugitive  slave  bill/  b  but  the  very  echoing  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  hearts  equally  true  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  who  seek  the  elevation 
of  the  down-trodden  sons  and  daughters  of  American  slavery.  That  gentleman, 
acting  upon  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened  patriotism,  and  in  deep  sympathy 
with  the  fleeing  c  ptive,  has  the  courage  to  avow  his  determination  to  throw 
wide  open  his  door,  and  offers  to  make  his  hour*— even  though  he  should  stand 
alone  among  his  fello w -citi ten* —am  asylum  to  the  fi.  ritivo  slave,  in  his  retreat 
from  the  pmos-bous*  of  bondage.  The  paramount  claims  which  he  award*  to 
the  Divine  law  over  that  which  is  but  human,  and  therefore  necessarily  im¬ 
perfect,  commend  his  spirited  letter  to  the  consideration  of  all  those  that  hare 
tu  ar  ,*  way  aided  in  the  passage  of  a  bill  at  variance  with  the  first  principles  of 
civil  freedom,  and  in  direct  hostility  to  the  instruction  of  that  great  Teacher  who 
h  th  commanded  us  to  1  Do  unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  u*.‘ 
That  the  dtitemination  of  your  correspondent  may  be  true  end  unfaltering,  is 
the  hearty  prayer  of  one,  at  least,  of  his  fellow-citlums,  who  is  ready  at  all  tame# 
to  co-operate  in  making  an  asylum  for  the  fugitive  slave,  even  though  bonds  and 
imprisonments  should  prove  the  penalty. 

«•  Boston,  Sept,  38, 1850.  GEORGE  \Y.  CARNES." 

H ere  fallow  same  characteristic  remarks  on  the  terror  which  the  fugitive#  here 
in  Boston  feel  la  apprehension  of  being  torn  from  their  families  and  their 
freedom. 

“  Tit®  Piv,mvK  StjsvK  Law. 

“  The  coloured  people  had  a  grand  time  last  evening,  at  Zion’s  Chapel  ia 
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man,  but  arnoro  president,  general,  governor,  representative, 
ah e riff,  juror,  or  constable  ;  ho  is  absolved  from  all  alle¬ 
giance  to  God's  law  of  the  universe  when  it  conflicts  with 
man's  law  of  the  land ;  his  official  business  as  a  magistrate 
supersedes  his  natural  duty  as  a  man.  In  virtue  of 
this  theory,  President  Polk,  and  his  coadjutors  in  Con¬ 
gress  and  out  of  it,  with  malice,  afore-thoughfc,  and  intent 
to  rob  and  to  kill,  did  officially  invado  Mexico,  and 
therein  “slay,  kill,  and  murder"  some  thousands  of 
men,  as  well  Americans  as  Mexicans.  This  is  thought  right 
becauso  ho  did  it  officially.  But  tho  fact  that  ho  and  they 
were  magistrates,  doing  official  business,  did  not  make  tho 
killing  any  the  less  a  wrong  than  if  ho  and  they  had  boon 
private  men,  with  General  Lopez  and  not  General  Taylor 
to  head  or  back  them.  Tho  official  killing  of  a  man  who 
has  not  alienated  his  right  to  life,  is  just  as  much  violation 
of  tho  law  of  God,  and  tho  natural  duty  of  man,  as  tho  un¬ 
official  killing  of  such  a  person.  Because  you  and  I  and 
some  ether  foolish  people  put  a  man  in  a  high  office,  and 
get  him  to  take  an  oath,  does  that,  all  at  ouco,  invest  him 
with  a  natural  right  to  kill  anybody  ho  sees  fit ;  to  kill  an 
innocent  Mexican  ?  All  his  natural  rights  ho  had  before, 

Church-street.  Their  object  was  to  t*  m  ounce  the  fugitive  slate  law ;  sued  this 
was  dona  with  hearty  good-will,  or,  we  should  say,  malediction. 

“  The  steam  would  hare  been  well  up,  without  any  extraneous  elements  of 
excitement ;  hut  what  added  a  special  interest  to  the  occasion,  and  railed  tho  tem¬ 
perament  to  blood-heat,  w»s  the  announcement,  nude  by  Mr  Downing,  that  the 
wife  of  James  Hamlet  (tho  fugitira  slate  who  was  re  tamed  to  his  owner  in 
Haiti  more,  a  few  days  since,  under  a  pwcesaof  law)  had  died  yesterday,  of  grief 
and  cnnrulsions. 

“This  filled  tho  measure  of  indignation  which  burned  in  tho  bosoms  of  all 

5inss*nt,  against  a  law  which,  besides  its  other  abominations,  could  produce  such 
a tal  effects.  In  the  fem  of  the  moment,  a  contribution  was  called  for,  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expense  of  her  funeral,  and  about  '-euty  dolbua  was  collected. 

“  Shortly  after,  information  was  received  that  Jt  was  all  a  mulake  about  her 
dying  of  conrCdoas,  or  la  any  other  way ;  and  that  she  was  as  well  t*  tret. 
This  was  a  damper  upon  tho  enthusiasm  of  the  occasion,  but  tho  twiwsy  was 
already  collected,  ana  jessing  it  could  not  be  applied  just  now  to  defray  her 
funeral  expenses,  it  was  eery  properly  decided  to  apply  ft  to  her  Using  expenses. 
The  meeting  adjourned. 

“  Mm  Hamlet  was  in  oar  ofibe  yeatfrdar,  (accompanied  by  her  mother  and  a 
coloured  man-  8he  appeared  to  bo  in  good  health  (though  of  eearao  dUirtMcd 
at  the  misfortune  of  her  husband),  and  we  hope  she  will  lire  a  thousand  yean. 
Hho  certainly  shall,  if  his  return  will  hare  that  effscC— *Y,  F.  Journal  ef 
Osmmtrto. 

I  print  those  passage*,  hoping  that  some  hundred  year*  hence  they  may  be 
found  in  some  old  library,  and  valued  as  monument*  of  the  state  of  Christianity 
in  the  ftte  SUtas  In  the  year  IBiO. 
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and  it  would  bo  d  dealt  to  ascertain  where  the  people  could 
find  tho  right  to  authorize  him  to  do  a  wrong.  A  man 
does  not  escape  from  tho  jurisdiction  of  natural  law  and 
tho  dominion  of  God  by  enlisting  in  the  army,  or  by  taking 
the  enth  of  tho  President ;  for  justice,  tho  law  paramount 
of  the  universe,  extends  ovor  armies  and  nations. 

A  little  while  ago  a  murderer  was  hanged  in  Boston,  by 
the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  county,  at  the  command  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council  of  Mar. _ochu setts,  by  the  aid  of  certain 
persons  called  grand  and  petit  jurors,  all  of  them  actiug  in 
their  official  capacity,  and  doing  tho  official  business  they 
had  sworn  to  do.  If  it  bo  a  wrong  thing  to  hang  a  man, 
or  to  take  his  life  except  in  solf-defence,  and  whilo  in  immi¬ 
nent  peril,  then  it  is  not  any  le^s  a  wrong  because  men  do 
it  in  their  official  character,  in  compliance  with  their  oath. 
I  am  speaking  of  absolute  wrong,  not  merely  what  is  wrong 
relatively  to  tiio  man's  own  judgment,  for  I  doubt  not  that 
all  those  officers  were  entirely  conscientious  in  what  they 
did,  and  therefore  no  blame  rests  on  them.  But  if  a  man 
believes  it  wrong  to  take  human  life  deliberately,  except  in 
the  cases  named,  then  I  do  net  see  how,  with  a  good  con¬ 
science,  ho  can  bo  partaker  in  the  death  of  any  man,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  official  oath. 

Let  me  suppose  a  enso  which  may  happen  here,  and  be¬ 
fore  long.  A  woman  flies  from  South  Carolina  to  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  to  escape  from  bondage.  Mr  Greatheart  aidz\ 
her  in  her  escape,  harbours  and  conceals  her,  and  is  brought 
to  trial  for  it.  Tho  punishment  is  a  fine  of  ono  thousand 
dollars  and  imprisonment  for  six  months.  I  am  drawn  to 
servo  as  a  juror,  and  pass  upon  this  offence.  I  may  refuse 
to  serve,  and  bo  punished  for  that,  leaving  men  with  no 
scruples  to  taku  my  place,  or  I  may  tako  the  juror's  oath 
to  give  a  verdict  according  to  tho  law  and  tho  testimony. 
The  law  is  plain,  let  us  suppose,  and  tho  testimony  conclu¬ 
sive.  Greatheart  himself  confesses  that  he  did  the  deed 
alleged,  saving  ono  ready  to  porish.  Tho  judgo  charges, 
that  if  tho  jurors  are  satisfied  of  that  fact,  then  thoy  must 
return  that  he  is  guilty.  This  is  a  nice  matter.  Hero  are 
two  questions.  The  one,  put  to  mo  in  my  official  capacity 
as  juror,  is  this  :  u  Did  Greatheart  aid  tho  woman  ? "  Tho 
other,  put  to  me  in  my  natural  character  os  man,  is  this : 
u  Will  you  help  punish  Greatheart  with  fine  and  imprison- 
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mcut  for  helping  a  woman  obtain  lior  nnalionablo  rights  ?  ” 
I  am  to  answer  both.  If  I  havo  extinguished  my  manhood 
by  ray  juror’s  oath,  then  I  shall  do  my  official  business 
and  find  Greatlieart  guilty,  and  I  shall  seem  to  bo  a  truo 
man ;  but  if  I  value  my  manhood,  I  shall  answer  after  my 
natural  duty  to  lovo  a  man  and  not  halo  him,  to  do  him 
justice,  not  injustice,  to  allow  him  tho  natural  rights  ho 
has  not  alienated,  and  shall  say  “Not  guilty.”  Then 
foolish  men,  blinded  by  the  dust  of  courts,  may  call  me 
forsworn  and  a  liar  ;  but  I  think  human  nature  will  justify 
tho  verdict.* 


*  Tax  Fckctiox  or  thk  Joky. 

.There  are  twj  theories  of  the  function  of  the  jury  in  criminal  trial*.  One  I 
•w  ill  call  the  theory  vf  the  government ;  the  other  the  theory  of  tho  people.  The 
first  has  of  late  been  insisted  on  in  certain  court*,  and  laid  down  hr  tone  judges 
in  their  charges  to  the  jury.  Ti  *  second  lice,  perhaps  dimly,  in  the  conaeiouv 
He**  of  the  people,  end  may  be  gathered  from  the  conduct  of  juris,,.  in  trials 
where  the  judges’  law  would  do  obvious  injuilioa  to  the  prisoner. 

I.  According  to  the  theory  of  the  government.  The  judge  is  to  fettle  the  law 
for  the  jury.  This  involve*  two  thing*  : 

1.  He  i»  to  declare  the  law  denouncing  punishment  on  the  alleged  crimfe, 

2.  To  declare  what  coast!  t  ate*  the  crime.  Then  tho  jury  are  only  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  prisoner  did  the  deed  which  the  judge  tart  constitutes  the 
crime.  He,  exclusively,  is  to  decide  what  is  the  law,  and  what  deed  con¬ 
stitutes  the  crime  ;  they  only  to  deride  if  the  prisoner  did  the  deed.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  to  take  a  case  which  has  not  happened  yet,  to  my  knowledge:  John  Doe 
i»  accused  of  luting  eaten  n  Medford  cracker  ;  and  thereupon,  by  direction  of 
the  government,  has  been,  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  for  the  capital  offence  of 
treason,  and  is  brought  before  a  traverw  jury  for  trial.  The  judge  tells  the- 
jurv,  1.  That  eating  a  Medford  cracker  constitutes  the  crime  of  treason.  2.  That 
there  is  a  law  deratmetag  death  on  that  crime.  Then  the  jury  are  to  hearken 
to  tho  evidence,  and  if  it  is  proved  to  their  satUfautioa  that  John  Doe  ate  the 
Medford  cracker,  they  ara  to  return  o  verdict  of  guilty.  They  are  only  to  judge 
of  the  nutter  of  fact,  and  take  the  law  on  the  judge’s  authority. 

II.  According  to  the  theory  •<£  the  people,  in  order  to  render  their  verdict,  the 
jury  are  to  determine  three  thing*  : 

1.  Did  the  man  do  the  deed  alleged  I 

2.  If  m,  I*  there  a  legal  and  eonstitutional  statute  denouncing  punishment 
upon  the  crime  ?  Here  the  question  is  twofold :  fa)  as  to  the  deed  which  con¬ 
stitutes  the  crime,  and  (4)  tot  to  the  statute  which  denounces  the  crime. 

3.  If  all  this  is  settled  affirmatively,  then,  Shall  this  man  suffer  the  punish- 
meat  thus  legally  and  constitutionally  denounced ) 

For  example :  John  Dew  is  uceuaea  of  having  eaten  a  Medford  cracker,  is  in¬ 
dicted  for  treason,  and  brought  to  trial ;  the  judge  charge#  as  above.  Then 
the  jury  ara  to  determine ; 

1.  I1' 1  John  Doe  eat  the  Medford  cracker  in  tHo  manner  alleged  f 

2.  1  to .  (a)  Dews  that  deed  constitute  the  crime  of  treason  f  and  (41  Is  lucre 
a  legu  xd  constitutional  statute  denouncing  the  punishment  of  death  on  that 
crime  ? 

3.  If  so  likewise,  Shall  John  Ik»  suffer  the  punishment  of  death  l 

Tho  first  question,  at  to  the  fact,  they  are  to  settle  by  the  evidence  presented 
in  open  court,  according  to  the  usual  forms,  and  before  the  faro  of  the  prisoner ; 
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In  cases  of  this  kind,  when  justice  is  on  one  side  and  the 
court  on  the  other,  it  seems  to  mo  a  conscientious  man 

the  testimony  of  each  witnm  form*  one  clement  of  that  evidence.  The  jury 
alone  are  to  determine  whether  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  proven  the  fact. 

The  second  question,  (a)  as  to  the.  deed  which  constitute.!  the  crime,  and  (4)  as 
to  the  law  which  denounces  the  crime,  they  are  to  settle  by  evidence ;  the  testi- 
monv  of  the  judge,  of  the  States'  Attorney,  of  the  prisoner’s  counsel,  each  form* 
an  element  of  that  evidence.  The  jury  alone  are  to  determine  whether  that  tes¬ 
timony  proves  that  the  deed  constitutes  the  crime,  and  that  there  is  a  law  de¬ 
nouncing  death  against  it ;  and  the  jury  an  >  remember  that  the  judge  and 
the  attorney  who  arc  the  creatures  of  the  government,  and  often  paid  to  serve 
its  passions,  may  be,  and  often  have  been,  quite  as  partial,  quite  as  unjust,  a* 
the  prisoner's  counsel. 

The  third  question,  as  to  punishing  the  prisoner,  after  the  other  questions  are 
decided  against  him,  is  to  be  settled  solely  by  tho  mind  and  conscience  of  the 
jury.  If  they  know  that  John  Dots  did  eat  the  Medford  cracker,  that  the  deed 
legally  constitutes  the  crime  of  treason,  and  that  there  is  a  legal  and  constitu. 
tional  statute  denouncing  death  on  that  crime,  they  are  still  to  determine,  on 
Vheir  oath  as  jurors,  on  their  manhood  as  men,  whether  John  Doe  shall  sufTcr 
the  punishment  of  death.  They  are  jurors  to  do  justice,  not  injustice ;  what 
they  think  is  justice,  not  what  they  think  injustice. 

The  government  theory,  though  often  laid  down  in  tho  charge,  is  seldom  if 
ever  practically  carried  out  by  a  judg-  in  its  full  extent.  For  he  dews  not  declare 
on  his  own  authority  what  is  the  law  and  what  constitute*  th,.  crime,  but  gives 
'he  statutes,  precedents,  decisions,  and  the  like ;  clearly  implying  by  this  very 
course  that  the  jury  are  not  to  ta'^o  his  authority  barely,  but  lii*  reasons  if  rea¬ 
sonable. 

In  the  majority  of  eases,  the  statute  and  the  ruling  of  the  court  come  as  near 
to  real  justice  a.*  the  opinion  of  the  jury  does ;  then  if  they  are  satisfied  thai  the 
prisoner  did  the  deed  alleged,  they  return  a  verdict  of  guilty  with  a  clear  con¬ 
science,  and  subject  the  man  to  what  they  deem  a  just  punishment  for  an  unjust 
act.  Their  conduct  then  seems  to  confirm  the  government  theory  of  the  jurors* 
function.  Lawyer*  and  othm  sometimes  reason  exclusively  from  such  eaten, 
and  conclude  such  is  the  true  and  actual  theory  thereof.  Hut  when  a  ease  occurs, 
wherein  the  ruling  of  the  judge  appear*  wrong  to  the  jury ;  when  he  declares 
legal  and  constitutional  wbat  they  think  is  not  so ;  when  he  declare*  that  a 
trilling  offence  constitutes  a  great  crime  ;  when  the  statute  is  manifestly  unjust, 
forbidding  what  is  not  wrong,  or  when  the  punishment  denounced  for  a  real 
wrong  is  excessive,  or  any  punishment  is  provided  for  a  deed  not  wrong,  though 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  facts,  the  jury  will  not  convict  Sometimes  they  will 
acquit  the  prisoner  ;  sometime*  fall  to  agree.  Tho  history  of  criminal  trials  ia 
England  and  America  proves  this.  In  such  case*  the  jury  are  not  falsa  to  their 
function  and  -  jurors'  oath,  but  faithful  to  both,  for  the  jurors  are  the  “  country  '* 
—•the  justice  and  humanity  of  men. 

Suppose  some  one  should  invent  a  machine  to  be  used  in  criminal  trial*  for 
determining  thotestiroony  given  in  court.  Let  mo  call  it  a  Mariyrion.  This 
instrument  receives  the  evidence  and  determine*  and  report*  tho  fact  that  the 
prisoner  did,  or  did  not,  do  the  deed  alleged.  According  to  the  government  theory, 
the  Marty rion  would  perfectly  perform  all  the  functions  of  the  jury  in  a  criminal 
case ;  but  would  any  community  substitute  the  machine  for  the  jury  of  “  twelve 

Kd  men  and  true  ? "  If  the  jury  is  to  be  merely  the  judge**  machine,  it  had 
ter  be  of  Iron  and  gutta-percha  than  of  hum&n‘hritig*. 

In  Philadelphia,  soma  year*  ago,  a  man  weal  deliberately  and  shot  a  person 
who  had  seduced  his  sister  under  circumstances  of  great  atrocity.  He  wa*  in¬ 
dicted  for  wilful  m ardor.  There  wa*  no  doubt  as  to  the  feet,  none  aa  to  the  law, 
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must  cither  refnso  to  serve  as  a  juror,  or  oho  return  a  ver¬ 
dict  at  variance  with  the  facts  and  what  courts  declare  to 
be  hia  official  business  as  juror ;  but  the  eyes  of  some  men 
havo  been  so  long  blinded,  by  what  tho  court  declares  is  the 
law,  and  by  its  notion  of  tho  juror’s  function,  that  they 
will  help  inflict  such  a  punishment  on  their  brother,  and 
the  judge  decree  tho  sentence,  in  a  case  whore  the  arrest, 
the  verdict,  and  tho  sentence  are  the  only  wrong  iu  which 
tho  prisoner  is  concerned.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  timo  this 
matter  should  bo  understood,  and  that  it  should  bo  known 
that  no  official  oath  can  take  a  man  out  of  tho  jurisdiction 
of  God’s  natural  law  of  the  universe. 

A  case  may  be  brought  before  a  commissioner  or  judge 
of  the  United  States,  to  determine  whether  Daniel  is  a 
slave,  and  therefore  to  be  surrendered  up.  His  official 
business,  sanctioned  by  his  oath,  enforced  by  tho  law  of 
the  land,  demands  tho  surrender ;  his  natural  duty,  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  his  conscience,  enforced  by  absolute  justice,  for¬ 
bids  the  surrender.  What  shall  ho  do  ?  There  is  no  serv¬ 
ing  of  God  and  Mammon  both.  Ho  may  abandon  his 
commission  and  refuse  to  remain  thus  halting  between  two 
opposites.  But  if  ho  keeps  his  office,  I  see  not  how  he 
can  renounce  his  nature  and  send  back  a  fugitive  slave, 
and  do  as  great  a  wrong  as  to  make  a  freeman  a  slave  ! 

Supposo  the  Constitution  had  been  altered,  and  Congress 
had  made  a  law,  making  it  tho  business  of  the  United 
States'  commissioners  to  enslave  and  sell  at  public  outcry 
all  the  rud-lmired  men  in  tho  nation,  and  forbid  us  to  aid 
and  abet  their  escape,  to  harbour  and  conceal  them,  under 

none  as  to  the  deed  which  constituted  that  crime.  The  jury  returned,  11  Not 
guilty  "’—and  were  jollified  in  their  verdict.  In  1&5Q,  in  New  Jersey,  a  men 
reduced  tho  wife  of  another,  trader  citcutusUncesi  oreo  mens  atrocious.  'Hie 
husband,  in  open  day,  coolly  and  deliberately  shot  tho  seducer ;  was  tried  for 
wilful  murder.  Here,  too,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  of  the  law,  or  the 
deed  which  constituted  tho  crime  of  murder ;  bat  the  jury,  perfectly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  their  official  function,  returned  “  Not  guilty.” 

The  case  of  WUlkm  Penn  in  1070,  who  w tut  tried  under  the  Conventicle  Act, 
it  well  known.  Tho  conduct  of  many  English  juries  who  would  not  cood.ran  a 
fellow-creature  to  death  for « tooling  a  few  pounds  of  money,  is  alto  well  known, 
and  (shows  the  tame  of  ihU  form  of  trial  to  protect  a  man  from  a  wicked  law.  1 
think  most  mm  will  declare  the  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty  "  in  the  caw  of  3.  P. 
Zeager,  tried  for  high  treason  in  New  York  in  173d,  a  righteous  judgment, 
made  in  strict  acooranco  with  the  official  function  of  the  jurors ;  nut  it  was 
plainly  contrary  to  the  evidence  as  well  as  to  the  ruling  of  the  court. 

See  Mr  Parker's  Defence,  p.  70,  et  *eq.t  for  further  remarks  cm  the  function 
of  tho  Jury  (Boston,  IMS). 
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the  s&mo  penalties  just  now  mentioned  j  do  you  think  any 
commissioner  would  be  justified  before  God  by  his  oath  in 
kidnapping  the  rod-haired  men,  or  any  person  in  punish  • 
ing  such  as  harboured  or  concealed  them,  such  as  forcibly 
took  tlxo  victims  out  of  the  hand  of  officials  who  would 
work  mischief  by  statute  f  Will  the  colour  of  a  hair  make 
right  wrong,  and  wrong  right  ? 

Suppose  a  man  has  sworn  to  keep  fcho  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  is  found  to  be 
wrong  in  certain  particulars :  thou  his  oath  is  not  morally 
binding,  for  before  his  oath,  by  lvis  very  existence,  he  is 
morally  bound  to  keep  the  law  of  God  as  fast  as  ho  learns 
it.  No  oath  can  absolve  him  from  his  natural  allegiance 
to  God.  Yet  I  see  not  how  a  man  can  knowingly,  and  with 
a  good  conscience,  swear  to  keep  what  ho  deems  wrong 
to  keep,  and  will  not  keep,  and  does  not  intend  to  keep. 

It  seems  to  mo  very  strange  that  men  so  misunderstand 
the  rights  of  conscience  and  their  obligations  to  obey  their 
country.  Not  long  ago,  an  eminent  man  taunted  ono  of 
his  opponents,  telling  him  ho  had  better  adhere  to  the 
“  higher  law.”  The  newspapers  echoed  the  sneer,  as  if 
there  were  no  law  higher  than  the  Constitution.  Latterly, 
the  Democratic  party,  even  more  completely  than  tho  Whig 
party,  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  there  is  any  law  higher 
than  the  Constitution,  any  rights  above  vested  rights.* 

An  eminent  theologian  of  Now  England,  who  has  hitherto 
dono  good  and  great  service  in  his  profession,  grinding  off 
tho  barb  of  Calvinism,  wrote  a  book  in  defence  of  buLvc- 
catching,  on  u  Conscience  and  the  Constitution,”  a  book 
which  not  only  sins  against  V  \  sense  of  tho  righteous  in 
being  wicked,  but  against  ttu  worldliness  of  the  world 
in  being  weak, — and  he  puts  tho  official  business  of  keeping 
"  a  compact  ”  far  before  the  natural  duty  of  keeping  a 
conscience  void  of  offence,  and  serving  God.  But  suppose 
forty  thieves  assemble  on  Fire  Island,  and  mako  a  compact 
to  rob  very  vessel  wrecked  on  their  coast,  and  reduce  the 
survivors  to  bondage.  Suppose  I  am  born  amongst  that 
brotherhood  of  pirates,  am  I  morally  bound  to  keep .  that 
compact,  or  to  perform  any  function  which  grows  out  of  it  ? 
Nay,  I  am  morally  bound  to  violate  tho  compact,  to  keep 

*  So  it  appeared  in  September,  183b ;  but  tinea  then  the  Whig  patty  Km 
t indicated  iu  claim  to  the  *am®  bad  eminence  as  the  Democratic  patty. 
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the  pirates  from  their  plunder  and  their  prey.  Instead  of 
forty  thieves  on  Fire  Island,  suppose  twenty  millions  of 
men  in  the  United  States  make  a  compact  to  enslave  every 
sixth  man — tho  dark  men — am  I  morally  bound  to  heed 
that  compact,  or  to  perform  any  function  which  grows  out 
of  it  ?  Nay,  I  am  morally  bou-.'d  to  violate  the  compact,  in 
every  way  that  is  just  and  wise.  Tho  very  mon  who  make 
such  a  compact  are  morally  discharged  from  it  as  soon  as 
they  see  it  is  wrong.  The  forty  J ows  who  bound  themselves 
by  wicked  oath  to  kill  Paul  beforo  they  broke  their  fast, — 
were  they  morally  bound  to  keep  their  word?  Nay, 
morally  bound  to  break  it: 

I  will  tell  you  a  portion  of  tho  story  of  a  fugitive  slavo 
whom  I  have  known.  I  will  call  his  name  Joseph,  though 
ho  was  in  worso  than  Egy  ptian  bondage.  Ho  was  “  owned  ” 
by  a  notorious  gambler, and  once  ran  away,  but  was  retaken. 
His  master  proceeded  to  punish  him  for  that  crime,  took  him 
to  a  chamber,  locked  tho  door,  and  lighted  a  fire ;  he  then 
beat  the  slave  severely.  After  that  ho  put  tho  branding- 
iron  in  tho  fire,  took  a  knife, — I  am  not  telling  of  what 
took  placo  in  Algiers,  but  in  Alabama, — and  proceeded  to 
cut  off  the  ears  of  lus  victim  1  The  owner’s  wife,  alarmed 
at  the  shrieks  of  tho  sufferer,  beat  down  tho  door  with  a 
sledge-hammer,  and  prevented  that  catastrophe.  After¬ 
wards,  two  slaves  of  this  gambler,  for  stealing  their  mas¬ 
ter’s  sheep,  were  beaten  so  that  they  died  of  tho  stripes. 
Tho  “  minister  ”  came  to  the  funeral,  told  tho  others  that 
those  were  wicked  slaves,  who  deserved  their  fate ;  that 
they  would  never  u  rise  ”  in  tho  general  resurrection,  and 
were  not  fit  to  be  buried  1  Accordingly  their  bodies  were 
thrown  into  a  hole  and  loft  there.  Joseph  ran  away  again  ; 
ho  camo  to  Boston  ;  was  sheltered  by  a  man  whoso  charity 
never  fails ;  ho  has  been  in  my  house,  and  often  has  wor¬ 
shipped  here  with  us.  Shall  I  tako  that  man  and  deliver 
him  up  ? — do  it  (t  with  alacrity  ”  ?  Shall  I  suffer  that 
gambler  to  carry  his  prey  from  this  city  ?  Will  you  allow 
it — though  all  tho  laws  and  constitutions  of  men  give  the 
commandment  ?  God  do  so  unto  us  if  we  suffer  it.* 

This  wo  noed  continually  to  remember :  that  nothing  in 

*  The  proon  referred  to  fled  awajr  from  Boston,  and  la  one  of  the  Britith 
*  prorince*  found  the  protection  for  hu  amdi'mble  rights  which  could  not  he 
allowed  him  in  New  England. 
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the  world  without  is  -so  sacred  as  the  eternal  law  of  God  ; 
of  the  world  within  nothing  is  more  venerable  than  our 
own  conscience,  the  permanent,  everlasting  oracle  of  God, 
The  Urim  and  Thummim  were  but  Jewish  or  Egyptian 
toys  on  the  breastpin  to  of  the  Hebrew  priest;  the  Delphic 
oracle  was  only  a  subtle  cheat ;  but  this  is  the  true  ShokinaU 
and  presence  of  God  in  your  heart :  as  this 

- w  jiro&cmn*ss  I^stSy  on  each  deed , 

Of  s*  much  fame  in  heaven  expert  year  reetd." 

If  I  am  consciously  and  continually  false  to  this,  it  is  of 
no  avail  that  I  seem  loyal  to  all  besides;  I  make  the  light 
that  is  in  »  e  darkness,  and  how  great  is  that  darkness ! 
The  centre  of  ray  manhood  is  gone,  and  I  am  rotten  at  my 
heart.  Men  may  respect  me,  honour  me,  but  I  am  not 
respectable,  I  am  a  base,  dishonourable  man,  and  like  a 
tree,  broad-branched,  and  leafed  with  green,  but  all  its 
heart  gnawed  out  by  secret  worms ;  at  some  slight  touch 
one  day,  my  rotten  trunk  will  fall  with  horrid  squelch, 
bringing  my  leafy  honours  to  dishonoured  dust,  and  men 
will  wonder  that  bark  could  hide  such  rottenness  and  ruin. 

But  if  X  am  true  to  this  legato  of  God,  holding  his  court 
within  my  souk  then  my  power  to  discover  the  just  and 
right  will  enlarge  continually  ;  the  axis  of  my  little  life  will 
coincide  with  the  lifo  of  the  infinite  God,  His  conscience, 
and  my  own  bo  one.  Then  my  character  and  my  work 
will  lie  in  the  piano  of  his  Almighty  action  ;  no  oilier  will 
in  me.  His  infinite  wisdom,  justice,  holiness,  and  love,  will 
flow  into  mo,  a  ceaseless  tide,  filling  with  lifo  divine  and 
now  tho  little  creeklets  of  my  humble  soul  X  shall  bo  one 
with  God,  feol  His  delight-  in  me  and  mine  in  Him,  and  all 
my  mortal  life  ran  o'er  with  lifo  divine  and  bless  mankind. 
Let  men  abhor  mo,  yea,  scourge  and  crucify,  angels  are  at 
hand ;  yes,  the  Bather  is  with  me  1 

How  wo  mistake.  Men  flunk  if  they  can  but  get  wicked¬ 
ness  dignified  into  a  statute,  enrolled  in  the  capitol,  signed 
by  the  magistrates,  and  popular  with  tho  people,  that  all 
is  secure.  Then  they  rejoice,  and  at  their  il  Thanksgiving 
dinner/'  say  with  tho  short-lived  tyrant  in  the  play,  after 
he  had  slain  the  rightful  heirs  of  England's  throne,  and  set 
Ins  murderous  hoof  on  justice  at  every  atop  to  power, — 

*'  Now  is  tW  winter  of  oar  dias&oafcaat 
Made  glorious  summer  •'  . .  . 
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and  think  that  sin  aits  fast  and  rides  secure.  ^  But  no 
statute  of  men  is  over  fixed  on  man  till  it  Be  first  the 
absolute,  the  right,  the  law  of  God.  All  else  lasts  but  its 
day,  for  ever  this,  for  ever  still  the  same.  By  “previous 
questions/'  men  may  stop  debate,  vote  down,  minorities 
with  hideous  grin,  but  the  still  small  voice  of  justice  will 
whisper  in  the  human  heart,  will  be  truinpot-tongued  in 
history  to  teach  you  that  you  cannot  veto  down  Goa. 

In  your  private  character,  if  yon  would  build  securely, 
you  must  build  on.  Iho  natural  law  of  God,  inherent  in  your 
nature  and  in  bis;  if  the  nation  would  build  securely,  it 
mast  build  «n.  Out  of  their  caprice,  their  selfishness,  and 
their  sin,  may  mon  make  statutes,  to  last  for  a  day,  built 
up  with  joyous  huzzas,  end  the  chiming  of  a  hundred  guns, 
to  come  down  with  the  curses  of  the  multitude,  and  smit¬ 
ten  by  the  thunder  of  God ;  but  to  build  secure,  you  must 
build  on  the  justice  of  the  Almighty.  The  beatitudes  of 
Jesus  will  outlast  the  codes  of  all  the  tyrants  of  the  old 
world  and  the  new.  So  I  have  seen  gamblers  hurry  and 
hncldlo  up  their  booths  at  a  country  muster,  on  the  un¬ 
smoothed*  surface  of  a  stubble-field,  foundation  good  enough 
for  such  a  structure,  not  a  post  plumb,  to  endure  a  single 
day  of  riot,  drunkenness,  and  sin ;  but  to  build  a  pyramid 
which  shall  outlast  empires,  men  lay  bare  the  bosom  of  the 
primeval  rock,  and  out  of  primeval  rock  they  build  thereon 
their  well-joined  work,  outlasting  Syria,  Greece,  Carthago, 
Romo,  venerable  to  time,  and  underneath  its  steadfast  foot- 
the  earthquakes  pass  all  harmlessly  away. 

All  things  conspire  to  overturn  a  wrong.  Every  ad¬ 
vance  of  man  is  hostile  to  it.  Reason  is  hostile ;  religion 
is  its  deadly  foe ;  the  new-born  generation  will  assail  it, 
and  it  must  Sail.  Of  old  it  was  written,  "  Though  hand 
join  in  hand,  fcbo  wicked  shall  not  prosper/'  and  the  world's 
wide  walls,  from  the  remotest  bounds  of  peopled  space, 
laugh  out  their  loud  and  long  u  Amen  !"  Let  Iniquity  be 
never  so  old  and  respectable,  get  all  the  most  eminent 
votes,  have  the  newspapers  on  her  sido,  guns  fired  at  her 
success,  it  all  avails  nothing ;  for  this  is  God's  world,  not 
a  devil's,  and  His  eternal  word  has  gone  forth  that  right 
alone  shall  last  for  ever  and  for  ever. 

*  Hi  is  refers  to  a  speech  of  Hr  Webster,  otcasmtxl  by  the  passage  of  the 
Fugitive  SI  arc  L»«?. 
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0  young  man,  now*  in  D'O  period  of  tho  passions,  re¬ 
verence  your  conscience.  Defer  that  to  no  appetite,  to  no 
passion,  to  no  foolish  compliance  with  other  men’s  ways, 
to  no  ungodly  custom,  oven  if  become  a  law.  Ask  always. 

”  la  it  right  for  me?”  Bo  brr.'’o  and  self-denying  for  con¬ 
science’  sake.  Fear  not  to  differ  from  men ;  keeping  your 
modesty,  keep  your  integrity  also.  Let  not  oven  your 
discretion  consume  your  valour.  Fear  not  to  he  scrupu¬ 
lously  upright  and  pure ;  bo  afraid  neither  of  men’s  hate, 
nor  oven  of  their  laugh  and  haughty  scorn,  but  shudder  at 
the  thought  of  tampering  with,  your  sense  of  right,  oven 
in  the  smallest  matters.  The  flesh  will  corno  up  with  de¬ 
ceitful  counsels — the  Spirit  teaching  the  commandments 
of  God;  give  both  their  due.  Bo  not  the  senses’  slave, 
but  the  soul’s  freeman. 

0  brother  man,  who  once  wort  young,  in  tho  period  of 
ambition,  or  beyond  it,  if  such  a  time  there  be,  can  you 
trust  the  selfishness,  tho  caprice,  the  passions,  and  tho  sin 
of  men,  before  your  own  conscience,  renounce  tho  law  of 
God  for  the  customs  of  men  ?  When  vonr  volcanic  moun¬ 
tain  has  been,  capped  with  snow,  Intercut,  subtler  than  all 
tho  passions  of  the-  flesh,  comes  up  to  give  her  insidious 
counsel.  “  On  our  side,”  says  she,  “  is  the  applause  of 
men  ;  feasting  is  with  us ;  the  visa  and  prudent  are  hero 
also,  yea,  the  ancient  and  honourable,  men  much  older 
than  thy  father;  and  with,  gray  hairs  mottling  thy  ones 
auburn  head,  wilt  thou  forsake  official  business,  its  solid 
praise,  and  certain  gain,  for  the  phantom  of  natural  duty, 
renounce  allegiance  to  vann  human  lies  for  the  cold  .truth 
of  Gofl  remote  and  far!”  Say,  “Got  thee  behind -mo,” 
to  such  counsellors;  “  I  will  not  stain  my  ego  by  listening 
to  vonr  subterranean  talk,” 

0  brother  man, -or  old  or  young,  how  will  you  dare 
come  up  before  your  God.  and  say:  “0  Lord,  I  heard,  I 
heard  thy  voice  in  my  soul,  at  times  still  and  small,  at 
tinea  a  trumpet  talking  with  mo  of  the  right,  the  eternal 
right,  but.  I  preferred  tho  low  counsels  of  the  flesh;  the 
commands  of  interest  I  kept ;  I  feared  tho  rich  man’s  de¬ 
corous  rage ;  I  trembled  at  tho  public  roar,  and  I  scorned 
alike  my  native  duty  and  thv  natural  lavr.  Lo,  hero  is  the 
talent  Thou  gafest-  me,  my  sense  of  right.  I  have  used 
each  other  sonso,  this  only  have  I  hid  it  is  eaten  up  with 
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rust,  but  thus  I  bring  it  back  to  Thee.  Taka  what  Is 
Thine  !  ”  Who  would  dar«  thus  to  si  a  against  infinite 
justice  ?  Who  would  wish  to  sin,  against  it  when  it  is  also 
infinite  love,  and  the  law  of  right  is  but  tho  highway  on 
which  tho  alniightmeas  of  tho  hath  or  comes  out  to  moot 
his  prodigal,  &  groat  way  off,  penitent  and  returning  homo, 
or  unrepentant  still,  refusing  to  be  comforted,  and  famish¬ 
ing  on  draff  and  husks,  while  there  is  bread  of  heavenly 
life  enough  and  yet  to  spare,  comes  out  to  meet  ua,  to  take 
us  home,  and  to  bless  us  for  ever  and  for  over  ? 
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SPEECH 


AT  TII'SI 

MINISTERIAL  CONFERENCE  IN  BOSTON, 

MAY  29,  '1851. 


OCCASION  OP  THE  SPEECH. 

The  subject  of  debate  was  “  Tbo  Duty  of  Minister?;  under 
tlio  Fugitive  Slave  Law'.”  ■  This  had  been  brought  up,  by 
Rev.  Mr  May  of  Syracuse,  at  a  “Business  Meeting”  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  and  was  refused  a 
hearing.  It  was  again  brought  forward  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Ministerial  Conference  on  Wednesday.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  adjourned  to  Thursday  morning,  at  mr.«  o'clock. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  a  good  cleat 
was  done  to  prevent  the  matter  from,  being  discussed  at 
all  ;  and  done,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  in  a  disingenuous  and 
unfair  manner.  And  on.  Thursday  morning  much  time 
was  consumed  in  mere  trifles,  apparently  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  wearing  away  tho  few  hours  which  would  otherwise 
be  occupied  in  discussing  the,  matter  afe  issue,  before  the 
Conference.  At  length  riio  question  was  reached,  and  the 
debate  began. 

Several  persons  spoke;  Mr  Piorpont  made  a  speech, 
able  and  characteristic,  in  which  ho  declared  tl;at  the  Pu- 

fitive  Slave  Bill  lacked  all  tho  essentials' of  a  law;  that  it 
ad  no  claim  to  obedience ;  and  that  it  could  not  bo  ad¬ 
ministered  with,  a  pure  heart  or  unsullied  ermine. 

Several  others  made  addresses.  Rev.  Mr  Osgood  of 
New  York  defended  his  ministerial  predecessor.  Rev.  Dr 
Dewey, — making  two  points. 
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1.  Dr  Dewey's  conduct  had  boon  misrepresented ;  ho 
had  never  said  that  ha  would  send  hi 3  own  mother  into 
slavery  to  preserve  the  Union;  it  was  only  his  son,  or 
brother.  [Mr  Parker  remarked  that  tho  principle  was  the 
same  in  all  three  cases,  there  was  only  a  diversity  or 
measure.] 

2.  Dr  Dewey's  motives  had  been  misrepresented.  Ho 
had  conversed  with  Dr  Dewey  :  and  Dr  Dowey  feifc  very 
bad;  was  much  afflicted — oven  to  weeping,  at  tho  misre¬ 
presentations  made  of  him*  Ho  had  not  been  understood. 
Dr  Dewey  mot  Dr  Furness  in  tha  street,  {Dr  Furness  had 
most  manfully  preached  against  the  Fugitive  Slava  Act, 
and  thereby  drawn  upon  himself  much  odium  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  tho  indignation  of  some  of  bis  clorical  brethren 
elsewhere,]  and  said,  “  Brother  Furnesar-ryou  have  taken 
the  easy  road  to  duty.  It  is  for  mo  to  take  tlie  hard  and 
difficult  way  !  I  wish  it  could  bo  otherwise.  But  I  feared 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union  I  ”  &c.»  &o. 

Mr  Osgood  thou  proceeded  to  censure <(  one  of  this  Con¬ 
ference,”  [Mr  Parker,]  for  tho  manner  in  which  ho  had 
preached  on  this  matter  of  -the  fugifcivo  slave  law,  (t  It 
was  very  bad ;  it  was  unjust  l  ”  An. 

Bov.  Dr  Gannett  spoke  at  some  length. 

1 .  Ho  said'feho  brethren  had  laughed,  and  shown  an  in¬ 
decorum  that  was  painful;  it  was  unpardonable,  [Dip 
chairman,  Bov,  Dr  Farley  of  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  thought 
otherwise.] 

2.  Ho  criticized  c  wordy  tho  statement  of  Bov.  Mr  Pier- 
pout  that  tho  fngh.ve  slave  law  c<  could  not  bo  adminis¬ 
tered  with  a  pure  heart  or  unsullied  ermine,”  [Mr  Pier- 
pout  affirmed  it  anew,  and  briefly  defended  tho  statement. 
Mr  Gannett  still  appeared  dissatisfied.]  His  parishioner, 
Mr  George  T.  Curias,  had  the  most  honourable  motives  for 
attempting  to  execute  tho  law., 

3.  Ho  (Dr  Gannett]  was  in  &  minority,  and  the  majority 
had  no  right  to  think  flint  he  was  not  as  honest  in  his 
opinion  m  the  rest. 

4.  Here  Dr  Gannett  made  two  points  in  defence  of  the 
fugitive  slave  bill,  of  making  and  obeying  it. 

(1.)  If  wo  did  not  obey  it  the  disobemenco  would,  lead 
to  the  violation  of  all  law.  Diore  wore  two  ikmgs-r-ktw 
■without  liberty;  and  liberty  without  law.  LawTfifchoufc 
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liberty  was  only  despotism ;  liberty  without  law  -  only 
license.  Law'  wtithont  liberty  was  the  better  of  tlio  two.  If 
wo  began  by  disobeying  any  one  law,  wo  should  come  to 
violating  all  laws. 

(2.)  We  must  obey  it  to  preservo  the  Union  :  without 
the  fugitive  slave  law,  tho  Union  would  have  been  dis¬ 
solved  ;  if  it  were  not  obeyed  it  would  also  bo  dissolved, 
and  then  ho  did  not  know  what  would  become  of  tho  cause 
of  human  freedom  and  human  rights. 

Then  Ttov.  George  B.  Ellis  of  Charlestown  spoke.  He 
would  not  have  tho  Conference  pass  any  resolutions ;  ho 
stood  on  the  first  principles  of  Congregationalism, — that 
feho  minister  was  not  responsible  to  his  brothers,  but  to 
himself  and  his  God.  So  tho  brethren  have  no  right  to 
come  hero  and  discuss  and  condemn  the  opinions  or  the 
conduct  of  a  fellow-minister.  We  cannot  bind  ono  another  : 
we  have  no  right  to  criticizo  and  condemn. 

Next  he  declared  his  hatred  of  the  fugitivoslave  bill.  If 
we  must  either  keep  it  or  lose  tho  Union,  ho  said,  /*'  Perish 
tho  Union.”  He  had  always  said  so,  and  preached  so. 

After  Mr  Ellis,  Mr  Parker  also  spoko  as  follows  : — 

Me  Chaikman  and  Gentlemen, — I  am  ono  of  those  that 
laughed  with  tho  rest,  and  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Ur 
Gannett.  It  was  not  from  lightness  howover ;  I  think  no 
ono  will  accuse  me  of  that.  I  am  earnest  enough  ;  so  much 
so  as  to  be  grim.  ‘Still  it  is  natural  even  for  a  grim  man  to 
laugb  sometimes  j  and  in  times  like  these  I  am  glad  wo  can 
laugh. 

1  am  glad  my  friend,  Mr  Ellis,  said  tho  brethren  had  no 
right  hero  to  criticize  and  condemn  the  opinions  of  one  of 
their  members  ;  but  I  wish  ho  and  they  had  come  to  this 
opinion  ten  years  ago.  I  should  have  been  a  gainer  by  it; 
for  this  is  tho  first  time  for  nine  years  that  I  have  attended 
this  Conference  without,  hearing  something  which  seemed 
mud  with  the  intention  of  insulting  me.  I  will  not  say  I 
should  have*  been  in  general  a  happier  man  if  Mr  Ellis's 
advice  had  been,  followed ;  nay,  if  ho  had  always  followed 
it  himself;’  but  I  should  have  oat  with  a  litnlomoro  comfort 
in  this  body  if  they  had  thonght  l  was  not  responsible  to 
them  for  my  opinions.  ,  ; 

I  am  glad  also  to  Hear  Ur  Gannett  say  we  have  no  right 
to  attribute  improper  motives  to  any  one  who  differs  from 
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us  in  opinion.  It  was  rather  gratuitous,  however ;  no  man . 
has  done  it  hero  to-day.  Bat  it  is  truo,  no  mss  has  a  .right 
thus  to  "judge  another.”  But  1  will  remind  Dr 'Gannett 
that,  a  few  years  ago,  he  and  I  differed  in  opinion  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  matter  of  considerable  importance,  and  after  clearly 
expressing  our  difference,  I  said,  "Well,  there  is  an  hon¬ 
est  difference  of  opinion  between  us,”  and  he  said,  "Not 
an  honest  difference  of  opinion,  brother  Parker,”  for  he 
called  mo  "  brother ”•  then,  and  not  "Mr”  as  since,  and 
now,  when  he  has  publicly  said  ho  cannot  tako  my  baud 
fraternally.  Still  there  was  an  honest  difference  of  opinion, 
cm  Ins  part  as  'veil  as  mine. 

Mr  Osgood  apologizes  for  Dr  Dewey  j — that  io,  he  de¬ 
fends  his  motives,  lam  glad  he  does  not  undertake  to 
defend  his  conduct,  only  to  deny  that  he  [Dr  Dewey]  ut¬ 
tered  the  words  alleged.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
cannot  agree  with  Mr  Osgood  in  his  defence.,  I  do  not 
believe  a  word  of  it  to  bo  true:  I  have  evidence  enough 
that  he  said  so. 

Mr  Gannett  in  demanding  obedience  to  the  fugitive 
slave  law  made  two  points,  namely  j  if  it  bo  not  obeyed, 
first,  wo  shall  violate  all  human  laws  j  and  next,  there  will 
bo  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

Lot  me  say  a  word  of  each.  But  first  let  me  say  that  I 
attribute  no  unmanly  motive  to  Mr  Gannett.  I  thought 
him  honest  when  he  denied  that  I  was ;  I  think  him  hon¬ 
est  now.  I  know*  him  to  he  conscientious,  laborious,  and 
self-denying.  I  think  he  would  sacrifice  himself  for  an¬ 
other's  good...  I  wish  ho  could  now  sink  through  the  floor 
for  two  or  three  minutes,  that  I  might  say  of  him  absent 
yot  more  of  honourable  praise,  which  I  will  not  insult  him 
with  or  {*ddre.ss  to  him  while  before  my  face.  Let  ino  only 
say  this,  that  if  there  bo  any  men  in  this  Conference  who 
honour  and  esteem  Dr  Gannett,  I  trust  I  am  second .  to 
none  of  them.  But  I  do  not  share  his  opinions  nor  par¬ 
take  of  his  fears.  His  arguments  for  obeying  the  fugitive 
slave  law  (ah  inconvtmietm)  I  think  are  of  no.  value. 

If  wo  do  not  obey  this  law,  he  says,  we  i  shall  disobey 
all  kwg*  It  is  not  so.  There  is  not  a  country  in  the  worid 
where  there  is  more  respect  for  human  laws  than. in  New 
England;  nowhere  more  than  in  Massachusetts.  Even 
if  a  law  is  unpopular,  it  is  not  popular  to  disobey  it.  Our 
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courts  of  justice  are  popular  bodies,,  nowhere  are  judges 
more  respected  than  in  New  England.  No  officer,  con¬ 
stable  or  sheriff,  hangman  or  jail-keeper,  is  unpopular  on 
account  of  his  office.  Nay,  it  is  popular  to  inform  against 
your  neighbour  when  he  violates  the  law  of  the  land.  This 
is  not  so  in  any  other  country  of  the  Christian  world  ;  but 
tho  informer  is  infamous  everywhere  else. 

Why  are  wo  thus  loyal  to  law  ?  First,  because  wo  make 
the  laws  ourselves,  and  for  ourselves;  and  next,  because 
the  laws  actually  represent  tho  conscience  of  tho  people, 
and  help  them  keep  tho  laws  of  God.  Tho  value  of 
human  laws  is  only  this — to  conserve  the  great  eternal  Law 
of  God;  to  enablo  us  to  keep  that;  to  hinder  us  from  dis¬ 
obeying  that.  So  long  as  laws  do  this  wo  should  obey 
them  :  New  England  will  bo  loyal  to  such  laws. 

But  the  fugitive  slave  law  is  one  which  contradicts  the 
acknowledged  precepts  of  tho  Christian  religion,  univers¬ 
ally  acknowledged.  It  violates  the  noblest  instincts  of 
humanity  ;  it  asks  us  to  trample  on  the  law  of  God.  It 
commands  what  nature,  religion,  and  God  alike  forbid ;  it 
forbids  what  nature,  religion,  and  God  alike  command.  It 
tends  to  defeat  tho  object  of  all  just  human  law;  it  tends 
t  o  annihilate  the  observance  of  tho  law  of  God.  So  faith¬ 
ful  to  God,  to  religion,  to  human  nature,  and  in  tho  name 
of  law  'itself,  wo  protest  against  this  particular  statute,  and 
trample  it  undo**  our  feet. 

Who  is  it  that  oppose  tho  fugitive  slavo  law  ?  Men 
that  have  always  been  on  the  ride  of  “  law  and  order,” 
and  do  not  violate  the  statutes  of  men  for  their  own  ad¬ 
vantage.  This  disobedience  to  the  fugitivo  slave  law  is  one 
of  the  strongest  guarantees  for  tho  observance  of  any  jwti 
law.  You  cannot  trust  a  people  who  will  keep  law,  facet uao 
s’ i  t.4  Luc;  nor  need  wo  distrust  a  people  that  will  only 
keep  a  law  when  it-  is  just.  The  fugitive  slavo  law  itself, 
if  obeyed,  will  do  more  to  overturn  tho  power  of  human 
law,  than  all  disobedience  to  it — the  most  comploto. 

Thou  n*i  to  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  [have]  thought 
if  any  State  wished  to  go,  she  had  a  natural  right  to  do  so. 
But  what  States  wished  to  go  ?  Certainly  not  Now  Eng¬ 
land  :  by  no  means.  Massachusetts  has  always  been  at¬ 
tached  to  tho  Union, — has  made  sacriGces  for  it.  In  177b, 
Y  she  had  said,  There  shall  bo  no  devolution,”  there 
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would  have  boon  none.  But  she  furnished  nearly  half  tho 
soldiers  for  tho  war,  and  more  than  half  of  Lha  mono;*.  In 
'87,  if  Massachusetts  had  said,  “  Lot  there  bo  no  Union  i  ” 
there  would  have  been  none.  Ife  was  with  difficulty  that 
Massachusetts  assented  to  the  Constitution.  Bat  that  once 
ib.niH.  fiho  has  adhered  to  it;  faithfully  adhered  to  tho 
Union.  When  has  Massachusetts  failed  in  allegiance  to 
it?  No  man  can  say.  There  is  no  danger  of  a  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  Union  ;  the  men  who  mako  tho  cry  know  <-h.it 
it  is  vain  and  deceitful.  You  cannot  drive  us  asunder  ; — 
just  yet. 

But  suppose  that  was  the  altertu  /& :  that  wo  must 
have  tho  fugitive  slave  law,  or  dissolution.  Which  wore 
tho  worst ;  which  comes  nearest  to  tho  law  of  God  which 
we  all  are  to  keep.  It  is  very  plain.  Now  for  tho  first 
time  since  '87,  many  men  of  Massachusetts  calculate  tho 
value  of  the  Union.  What  is  it  worth  ?  Is  it  worth  so 
much  to  us  as  conscience;  so  much  as  freedom;  so  much 
jmj  allegiance  to  the  law  of  God  ?  lot  any  man  lay  his  hand 
ou  his  heart  and  say,  “  I  will  sacrifice  all  these  for  tho 
union  of  the  thirty  States  1  For  my  own  :  art,  I  would 
mther  see  my  own  house  burnt  to  tho  grounu,  ~''d  my 
family  thrown,  ono  by  one,  amid  tho  blaring  rafters  of  my 
own  roof,  and  I  myself  bo  thrown  in  last  of  all,  rather  than 
have  a  singlo  fugitive  slave  sent  back  as  'Thomas  Situs  was 
sent  back.  Nay,  I  should  rather  see  this  Union  “dis¬ 
solved  ”  till  there  was  not  a  territory  so  large  os  the  county 
of  Suffolk  !  Let  us  lose  everything  but  fidelity  to  God. 

Mr  Osgood  re  fleets  on  mo  for  my  sermons ;  they  are 
poor  enough.  You  know  it  if  you  try  to  read  such  as  are 
in  print.  I  know  it.  better  than  you.  But  I  am  not  going 
to  speak  honeyed  words  and  prophesy  smooth  things  in 
times  liko  these,  and  <*ay,  “  Peace  I  Peaco  1  when  there  is 
no  peace !  ” 

A  little  while  ago  wo  were  told  we  must  not  preach  on 
this  matter  of  slavery,  because  it  was  “an  abstraction 
then  because  the  “North  was  all  right  on  that  subject;” 
and  then  because  “  wo  had  nothing  to  do  v.  ith  it,”  “  wo  must 
go  to  Charleston  or  New  Orleans  to  see  it.”  Bat  no1.',  it 
is  a  most  concrete  thing.  Wo  seo  what  public  opinion  is 
on  tho  matter  of  slavery  ;  what  it  is  in  Boston ;  nay,  what 
it  is  with  membons  of  this  Conference.  It  favours  slavery 
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and  this  wiekeu  hv.v  I  Wo  need  not  go  to  Charleston  and 
New  Orleans  to  aeo  slavery ;  our  own  Court  House  was  a 
bar  racoon ;  our  officers  of  this  city  were  slave-hunters,  and 
members  of  Unitarian  churches  in  Boston  are  kidnappers. 

I  have  in  my  church  black  men,  fugitive  slaves.  They 
nro  the  crown  of  my  apostlesbip,  the  seal  of  my  ministry. 
It  becomes  me  to  look  after  their  bodies  in  order  to  u  save 
their  souls.”  This  law  has  brought  us  into  the  most 
intimate  connection  with  the  sin  of  slavery.  I  have  been 
obliged  to  take  my  own  parishioners  into  my  house  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  kidnappo..  Yes. 
gentlemen,  I  have  been  obliged  to  do  that;  and  then  to 
keep  my  doors  guarded  by  day  as  well  as  by  night.  Yen, 
I  have  had  to  arm  myself.  I  have  written  my  sermons 
with  a  pistol  in  my  desk, — loaded,  a  cap  on  the  nipple, 
and  ready  for  action.  Yea,  with  a  drawn  sword  within 
reach  of  my  right  hand.  This  I  have  done  in  Boston  ;  in 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  ;  been  obliged  to  do 
it  to  defend  the  [innocent]  members  of  my  own  church, 
women  as  well  as  men  ! 

You  know  that  I  do  not  like  fighting.  I  am  no  non- 
resistant.  5<  that-  nonsense*  never  went  down  with  me.” 
But  it  is  no  small  matter  which  will  compel  mo  to  shed 
human  blood.  But  what  could  1  do  ?  I  was  born  in  the 
little  town  where  tins  fight  and  bloodshed  of  the  Itevoiu- 
tion  began.  The  bones  of  the  men  who  first  fell  in  thaw 
war  are  covered  by  the  monument  at  Lexington,  it-  is  "  sa¬ 
cred  to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  mankind  those  men  fell 
“  in  the  sacred  cause  of  God  and  their  country.”  This  is 
the  first  inscription  that  I  error  read.  These  men  were  my 
kindred.  My*  grandfather  drew  the  first  sword  in  the  Re¬ 
volution;  my  fathers  fired  the  first  shot;  the  blood  which 
flowed  there  was  kindred  to  this  which  courses  in  my  veins 
to-day.  Besides  that,  when  I  write  in  my  library  at  home, 
on  the  one  aide  of  me  is  the  Bible  which  my  fathers  prayed 
over,  their  morning  and  evening  prayer,  for  nearly  a  hun¬ 
dred  years.  On  the  other  side  there  hangs  the  firelock 
my  grandfather  fought  with  m  the  old  French  war,  which 
he  carried  at  the  taking  cf  Quebec,  which  he  zealously 

®  Jfr  May  of  Syracuse  afterwards  objected  to  the  vord  v^ns-wf  ■sppiird 
to  non-resistance.  The  phrase  wts  quoted  from  aaoUsw  member  of  tbc  Confer¬ 
ence,  whoa®  eye  caught  raise  srhOc  speaki  tg,  and  tuggsate-d  his  ovra  language. 
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nsed  at  Uio  battle  of  Lexington,  and  beside  it  is  another, 
a  trophy  of  that  war,  the  first  gun  taken  in  the  Be  volution, 
taken  also  by  ray  grandfather.  With  these  things  be¬ 
fore  me,  these  symbols ;  with  these  memories  in  me,  when 
a  parishioner,  a  fugitive  from  slavery*,  a  woman,  par- 
sued  by; the  kidnappers,  came  to  my  house,  what  could 
I  do  less  than  take  her  in  and  defend  her  to  the  hast  ?  But 
who  sought  her  life — or  liberty  ?  A  parishioner  of  my 
brother  Gannett  came  to  kidnap  a  member  of  my  dhureh ; 
Mr  Gannett  preaches  a  sermon  to  justify  the  fugitive  slave 
law,  demand  rig  that  it  should  be  obeyed ;  yea,  calling  on 
Ins  church  members  to  kidnap  mine,  and  sell  them  into 
bondage  for  ‘ever.  Yet  all  this  while  Mr  Gannett  calls 
himself  u  a  Christian/*  and  me  an  ie Infidel  /*  his  doctrine 
is  "  Christianity/*  mine  only  u  Infidelity,'”  tl  Deism,  at  the 
best  l **  , 

0  my  brothers,  I  am  not  afraid  of  men,  I  can  offend 
them,  I  care  nothing  for  their  hate,  or  their  esteem.  I 
am  not-  very  careful  of  my  reputation.  But  I  should  not 
dare  to  violate  the  eternal  law  of  God.  You  have  called 
me  ft  Infidel.**  Surely  I  differ  widely  enough  from  yon  in 
my  theology.  Bat  there  is  one  thing  I  cannot  foil  to  trust ; 
that  is  the  infinite  God,  Father  of  the  white  man.  Father 
also  of  the  white  man's  slave.  I  should  not  dare  violate 
His  laws  come  what  may  come ; — should  you  t  Nay,  I  can 
love  nothing  so  wed  as  I  love  my  God. 


THE  BOSTON  KIDNAPPING*. 


A  DISCOURSE 


TO  C0KB;£}'iOIUTS 

T m  EBNDITIOK  OF  THOMAS  SIMS/ 

i^CUYSUKD 

ON  THE  71B3T  ASKITEaSABY  THRBSOy,  A^KO.  JS,  18SS,  BEFORE 
THE  COMMITTEE  0?  VIGILANCE,  AT  THE  MS&GDEGN, 

IN  B0ST05T,* 


Tmm  aro  times  of  private,  personal  joy  and  delight, 
wh@a  some  good  deed  ha®  been  done,  or  some  extra- 
ordinary  blessing  welcomed  to  the  arms.  Then  &  man 
stops,  and  pours  out.  the  expression  of  his  heightened  con¬ 
sciousness  ;  gives  gladness  words ;  or  else,  in.  manly  quiet¬ 
ness,  exhales  to  heaven  his  joy,  too  deep  for  speech.  Thus 
the  lover  rejoices  in  his  young  heart  of  hearts,  when  an¬ 
other  breast  boats  m  ooascioaa  unison  with  his  own,  and 
two  souls  ara  first  made  o no;  so  a  father  rejoices,  so  a 
mother  is  filled  with  delight,  her  hour  of  anguish  over, 
whoa  their  gladdened  eyes  behold  the  new-born  daughter 


*  Ilrv.  Tumnoim  Paiges  : — 

Dm*  8h,-~W&  know  tit®i  w  cxpmz  liia  eeartwat  wwafmsss  wish 
of  all  vko  iktfigtsA  te  your  appwprifl*#  »m  ,«is^iieat  address  Last  Mc-n-djiy,  in 
asking &  octpjr  of  it  for  ihs  j&m!* 

Yearn  mpfsrf  folly, 

W&pmz,  Pkmjuw,  ^ 

Sbest  b  Borates,  a*mXU* 
Tmcmix  Onjsssn*,  ^  {lj 
? «**  ?i  J**Z*r,  {  Jrraafmati*. 
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or  tbo  now-bom  son,  Henceforth  the  day  of  newly  wel¬ 
comed  love,  tlis)  clay  of  newly  welcomed  life,  is  &n  epoch  of 
delight,  marked  for  thanksgiving  with  a  white  stone  in  their 
calends  of  time, — their  day  of  Aanun elation  or  of  Advent, 
a  gladsome  anniversaiy  in  their  lives  for  many  a  year. 

When  these  reamed  mates  are  grown  maturely  wed, 
they  rejoice  to  live  over  again  their  early  loves,  a  second 
time  mserring  the  hindrance®  which  one©  strewed  all  the 
way,  dreaming  mow  the  sweet-  prophetic  dream  of  early 
hope,  and  bringing  Wefe  the  crimson  mornings  and  if*© 
purple  nights  of  golden  days  gone  by,  which  still  keep 
u  tending  clouds  of  glory n  as  they  p&s&:  -  At  their  silver 
wedding,  they  are  proud  to  *©e  their  children's  m&aHfyimg 
face,  and  remember  how,  oto  by  one,  these  olivc-plrmte 
tamo  up  about  their  ever- widening  hearth. 

When  old  and  full  of  memories  of  earth,  their  hopes  chiefly 
of  heaven  now,  they  love  to  keep  tho  golden  wedding  of 
thoir  Youthful  joy,  children  and  clukkeiris  children  round 
their  venerable  board. 

Thus  tho  individual  man  seeks  to  commemorate  his  pri¬ 
vate  personal  joy,  and  build  tip  a  monument,  of  his  domestic 
bliss. 

So,  in  tho  life  of  a  nation,  there  are  proud  clays,  when 
the  people  joined  itself  to  sms©  great  id«&  of  jasrioo,  troth, 
and  love  •  took  some  step  forward  in  it©  destiny,  or  web 
corned  to  natiomd  baptism  some  msiitefion  bom  of  it©  groat 
idea.  'Iho  rnnirm mrim  of  .each,  events  become  •mi-letter 
days  in  the  almanac  of  the  nation ;  days  of  rejoicing,  rill 
that  people,  old  and  gray  with  manifold  experience,  goes 
the  way  of  all  the  nations,  as  of  all  its  inea. 

Thus,  on  tho  twonty-se-eond  of  December,  ail  Now  Eng¬ 
land  thanks  God  for  those  poor  pilgrims  whose  worried  feet 
ii  rat-hound  repose  in  this  great  wilderness  of  woods,  not 
broken  then.  Back  year,  their  dulditm  love  to  gather  os 
tho  spot  made  famous  now,  and  bring  to  mind  tho  undent 
deed ;  to  honour  if  with  apeoeh  and  somg,  not  without 
prayers  to  God.  That  day  the?©  is  &  wringing  of  Hew 
England  blood,  a  bearing '  of  K«rw  Eag/lWd  heart® ;  not- 
only  here,  but  wherever  two-  or  ib:rm  are  gathered  tegntbor 
in  £h®  name  of  Hew  Bnghmd,  ti&em  »  ri«?.  memory  of  the 
pilgrims  in  the  midst  of  them  j  §md  mi<m$  the  jiminm  of 
tho  West,  along  the  rirors  of  iho  Seath,  qE  w'smm  tho 
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Pacific  waits  to  bring  gold  to  our  shored  of  rock  and  sand, 
— te-ven  there  the  annual  song  of  gladness  bursts  from  Now 
England  lips. 

,  So  America  honours  the  birth  of  tho  nation  with  a  holi¬ 
day  for  all  tho  people.  Then  wo  look  enow  at  too  national 
idea,  reading  for  the  six  and  seventieth,  time  the  progrmmno 
of  our  progress, — its  first  part  a  revolution ;  wo  study  our 
history  before  and  since,  bringing  back,  tho  day  of  small 
things  whan  our  fathers  ‘went  from  one  kingdom  to  an¬ 
other  people ;  we  rejoice  at  the  wealthy  harvest  gathered 
from  toe  unalienable  righto  of  mon,  sown  in  new  soil.  On 
that  day  the  American  flag  goes  topmast  high ;  and  men 
in  ships,  far  off  in  too  silent  wilderness  of  toe  ocean,  eeic- 
breto  toe  nation's  joyous  day.  In  all  tho  great  eifctew  of 
the  Eastern  world,  American  hearts  beat  quicker  then, 
and  thank  their  God 

But  a  few  days?  ago,  too  Hebrew  nation  commemorated 
its  escape  out  of  Egypt,  celebrating  its  Passover.  Though 
throe  and  thirty  hundred  years  have  since  passed  by,  vet 
the  Israelite  remembers  that  his  fathers  wore  slaves  in  tho 
land  of  the  stranger that  the  Pyramids,  even  thou  a  fact 
accomplished  and  representing  an  obsolete  idea,  wore  wit¬ 
nesses  to  the  thraldom  of  his  race ;  and  tho  joy  of  Jacob 
triumphant  over  tho  gods  of  Egypt  lights  up  the  Hebrew 
countenance  in  tho  melancholy  Ghetto  of  Pome,  as  tho  re- 
colleotiou  of  too  hmidrad  and  one  pilgrims  deepens  tho 
joy  of  too  Californian  Now  Englanders  delighting  in  tho 
glory  of  thoir  nation,  and  thoir  own,  abundant  gain.  Tho 
pillar  of  fixe  still  goes  before  tho  Hebrew,  in.  tholong  night 
of  Israeli  wandering;  and  still  tho  Passover  is  a  day  of 
joy  and  of  proud  remembrance. 

"Every  ancient  nation  has  thus  iU  calendar  filled  with 
joyful  days.  The  wortoippere  of  Jesus  delight  in  thoir 
Christmas  and  their  Easter  ;  toe  Mahometans,  in  too 
Hegira  of  the  Prophet  The  year-book  of  mankind  is  thus 
marked  ah  the  why  through  with  too  rod -letter  days  of 
history.  And  most  beautifully  do  those  days  illuminate 
the  human  year*  commimomtmg  the  victories  o.f  the  race, 
to©  days  of  "triumph  -which  have  marked  fch^  course  of  men 
in  his  long  and  varied,  but  yet  triumphant,  march  of  many 
&  thousand  years.  Thereby  Hebrews,  Buddhists,  Chris¬ 
tians,  Akhoinetons,  men  of  every  form  of  religi on  ;  English^ 
French,  Americans,  men  of  all  nations,-— are  reminded  of 
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tho  great  facte  in  their  peculiar  story ;  and  mankind  learns 
the  lesson  they  were  meant  to  teach,  writ  in  tho  great 
events  of  the  cosmic  life  of  man. 

These  things  should,  indeed,  be  so.  It  wore  wrong  to 
miss  a  single  bright  day  from  the  story  of  a  man,  a  nation, 
or  mankind.  Lot  us  mark  these  days,  and  be  glad. 

But  there  are  periods  of  sorrow,  not  loss  than  joy.  There 
comes  a  shipwreck  to  the  mail ;  and  though  ho  tread  tho 
waters  under  him,  and  come  aiivo  to  land,  vet  his  memory 
drips  with  sorrow  for  many  a  year  to  come.  Tho  widow 
marks  her  time  by  dating  from  tho  day  which  shore  off  tho 
better  portion  of  herself,  counting  ,hor  Jj.fo  by  years  of 
widowhood.  Marius,  exiled,  hunted  after,  domed  nro  and 
water,  a  price  set  on  his  head,  just-  escaping  the  murderers 
and  the  srn,  ”  sitting  a  fugitive  on  tho  ruins  of  Carthago }> 
which  ho  oneo  destroyed,  himself  a  sadder  ruin  now,  tolas 
lus  anus  and  bows  hia  bead  in  manly  grief. 

Those  days  also  aro  remembered.  It  takes  long  to  effaeo 
what  k  writ-tetv  in  tears.  For  over  tho  father  bears  the 
annual  wound  that  rout  his  child  awav :  fifty  years  do  not 
fill  up  tho  tomb  which  let  a  mortal  through  the  earth  to 
heaven.  Tho  anniversaries  of  grief  return.  At  St*  Helena, 
on  tho  eighteenth  of  every  June,  how  Napoleon  remembered 
tho  morning  and  tho  evening  of  the  day  at  Waterloo,  tho 
beginning  and  the  ending  oi  his  groat-  despair  1 

So  the  nations  mown;  at  some  great  defeat,  and  hate  tho 
day  thereof.  How  tho  Frenchman  detests  the  very  name 
of  Waterloo,  and  wishes  to  wipe' off  from  that  battle-field 
the  monument  uf  earth  tho  allies  piled  thereon,  commemor¬ 
ative  of  his  nation's  loss  !  Old  mythologies  are  true  to  this 
feeling  of  mankind,  when  they  relate  that  the  spirit  of  sorao 
great  man  who  died  defeated  comes  and  relates  that  he  is 
sad  :  they  tell  that — 

Jl  Grfcul  Pampy'a  sk&ck  complains  that  wo  are  dev, 

And  8dpw«  gh£Si  walks  uatwajftd  a'm:;$sst  a*,’* 

An  antique  nation,  with  deep  faith  in  God,  looks  on 
those  defeats  as  correction  from  the  hand  of  Heaven,  In 
sorrow’  tho  Jew  counts  from  the  day  of  hia  exile,  mourning 
that  tho  city  sittoth  solitary  that  was  full  of  people ;  that 
among  ail  her  lovers  she  hath  none  to  comfort  her ;  that 
she  dwolloth  among  the  heathen  and  hath  no  rest-.  But,  ho 
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odds,  the  Lord  afflicted  her,  because  of  tiio  multitude  of 
her  transgressions  ;  for  Jerusalem  had  greatly  ginned. 
How,  in  tfm  day  of  her  miseries,  tho  Jew  remembers  her 
pleasant  things  that  she  had  iu  the  days  of  old;  how  her 
children  have  swooned  from  their  wounds  in  the  streets  of 
their  city,  and.  have  poured  out  their  soul  into  their  mother's 
bosom  ;  Jerusalem  is  ruined,  and  Judah  is  forsaken,  be¬ 
cause  their  tong  no  and  thmr  doings  were  against  the  Lord, 
to  provoke  the  eye*?  of  Iris  glory  1 

It  is  well  that  mother  and  Mnritm  should  mourn  their 
loss;  that  Napoleon  and  tho  Hebrew  should  remember 
each  his  own  defeat.  Poets  say,  that,  on  tho  vigil  of  a 
fight,  the  old  soldier's  wounds  smart  afresh,  bleeding  anew. 
The  poets  fancy  should  be  a  nation's  fact. 

But  sometimes  a  man  commits  a  wrong.  He  is  false  to 
himself,  and  stains  the  integrity  of  htataotil.  He  comes  to 
consciousness  thereof,  and  tho  shame  of  the  con  sequence 
is  embittered  by  remorse  for  the  cause.  Thus  Peter  weeps 
at  his  own  denial,  and  Judas  hangs  himself  at  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  his  treachery ;  so  David  bows  his  penitent-  forehead 
and  lies  prostrate  in  the  dust.  The  anniversary  of  doing 
wrong  is  writ  with  firo  on  tho  dark  tablets  of  memory. 
How  air  nrderer  convicted,  yet  spar  ad  in  jail, — or,  not  con¬ 
victed,  still  at  large,— -must  remember  tho  day  whoa  he 
’first  reddened  his  hand  at  his  brother's  heart !  As  tho  re- 
i.uomdosa  year  brings  back  tho  day,  tho  hour,  the  moment, 
and  tho  memory  of  tho  deed,  what  recollections  of  ghastly 
visages  come  back  to  him  1 

I  once  knew  a  Now  England  man  who  had  dealt  in 
slaves;  I  now  know  soverai  such;  but.  this  man  'ole  his 
brothers  in  Guinea-  to  sell  iri  America.  Ho  was  a  hard, 
cruel  man,  and  had  grown  rich  by  the  crime.  But,  bard 
and  cruel  as  he  was,  at  tho  mention  of  the  slave-trade,  the 
poor  wretch  felt  a  rerture  at  his  iron,  heart  which  it  was 
piteous  to  behold.  His  soul  wrought  within  him  like  the 
tossings  of  the  tropic  sea  about 'his  ship,  deep  fraught  with 
human  wretchedness.  Ho  illustrated  tho  torments  of  that 
other  **  middle  passage,"  not  uft.cn  named. 

Benedict  Arnold,  successful  in  his  treason,  safe,™ only 
Anclro  hanged,  not  he,  the  guilty  man, — pensioned,  feasted, 
rich,  yet  hated  by  all  ingenuous  souls  not  great  enough  to 
pity,  n&teful  to  himself;  how  this  great  public  shame  of 
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New  England  must  h&vo  remembered  the  twonty-fiftli  Bop- 
teirbor,  and  have  lived  over  again  each  year  the  animal 
treason  of  his  heart ! 

It  is  well  for  non  to  pause  on  meb  days,  the  anni versary 
of  their  crime,  and  see  the  letters  which  sin  has  branded 
in  their  consciousness  come  out  anew,  and  burn,  even  in 
the  sears  they  left  behind.  In  sadnesa,  in  penitence,  in, 
prayers  of  resolution,  should  a  man  mark  these  days  in  his 
own  sad  calendar.  They  are  times  for  a  man  to  retire 
within  himself,  to  seek  communion  with  his  God,  and 
cleanse  him  of  the  elephantine  leprosy  his  sin  has  brought 
upon  his  soul. 

There  are  such  days  in  fcho  life  of  a  nation,  when  it  stains 
its  own  integrity,  commits  treason  against  mankind,  and 
sin  against  the  most  high  God]  when  a  proud  king,  or 
wicked  minister,' — his  rare  power  consorting  with  a  vulgar 
turn,— misled  the  people's  heart-,  abused  the  nation's  strength, 
organized  iniquity  m  law,  condensing-  a  Wurld  of  wicked 
will  into  a  single  wicked  deed,  and  wrought  gome  hideous 
Bartholomew  massacre  in  the  face  of  the  atm,  Hie  anni¬ 
versary  of  such  events  is  a  day  of  horror  and  of  shivering 
to  mankind  j  a  day  of  sorrow  to  the  guilty  State  which 
pricks  with  shame  at  the  anniversary  of  the  deed. 

The  twelfth  of  April  is  such  ft  day  for  Boston  and  this 
State.  It  is  the  first  anniversary  of  a  great  crime, — a  crime 
against  the,  majesty  of  Massachusetts  law,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  :  of  a  great  wrong, 
— a  wrong  against  you  and  mo,  and  all  of.  tie,  against  the 
babe  not  born,  against  the  nature  of  mankind  •  of  a  great 
sin, — a  sin  against  the  law  Geu  wrote  in  human  nature, 
a  gin  against  the  Infinite  God.  It  was  a  great  crime,  a 
great  wrong,  a  great  sin,  on.  the  side  of  American  Gov¬ 
ernment,  which  did  the  deed :  on  the  people's  part  it  was 
a  great  defeat ;  your  defeat  and  mine. 

Out-  of  the  iron  house  of  bondage,  a  man,  guilty  of  no 
criiao  but  iovo  of  liberty,  fled  to  the  people  of  M&ssft- 
ehtuieite.  Ho  came  to  us  a  wanderer,  and  Boston  took 
him  in  to  .\r,  unlawful  jail ;  hungry,  and  she  fed  him  with  & 
felon's  meat ;  thirsty,  she  gave  him  the  gall  and  vinegar 
of  a  slave  to  drink  ;  naked,  aho  clothed  him  with  chain® ; 
sick  and  in  prison,  ho  cried  for  a  helper,  and  Boston  aunt  him 
a  marshal  and  a  commissioner  ;  ahe  not  him  between  kid- 
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nappers,  among  the  most  infamous  of  men,  and  they  made 
him  their  davo.  Poor  and  in  chains,  the  government  of 
the  nation  against  him,  ho  sent  round  to  the  churches  his 
petition  for  their  prayers  ; — “the  churches  of  commerce,  they 
gave  him  their  curse:  ho  asked' of  u.s  the  sacrament  of 
freedom,  in  the  name  of  our  God  ;  and  in  the  name  of  their 
Trinity,  the  Trinity  of  money, — -Boston  standing  as  god¬ 
mother  at  the  ceremony, — in  the  name  of  their  God  they 
baptized  him  a  slave.  The  Hew  England  church  of  com¬ 
merce  said,  "  Thy  name  is  Slave,  1  baptize  theo  in  tho 
name*  of  tho  golden  eagle,  and  of  the  silver  dollar,  and  of 
tho  copper  cent.” 

This  is  holy  ground  that  wo  stand  on :  godly  men  laid 
hero  the  foundation  of  a  Christian  church ;  laid  it-  with 
prayers,  laid  it  with  tears,  kid  it  in  blood.  Noble  men  laid 
boro  tho  foundation  of  a  Christian  stale,  with  all  tho  self- 
denial  of  New  England  men;  laid  that  with  prayers,  with 
tears,  laid  that  in  blood.  They  sought  a  church  without 
a  bishop,  a  state  without  a  king,  a  community  without  a 
lord,  and  a  family  without  a  slave.  Yet  e  von  herein  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  which  first  of  American  colonies  sent  forth  tho 
idea  of  "inherent  and  unalienable  rights,”  and  first  offered 
the  conscious  sacrament  of  her  blood ;  hero,  in  Boston, 
which  was  full  of  manly  men  who  rocked  the  Cradle  of 
Liberty, — even  hero  the  rights  of  man  were  of  no  value 
and  of  no  avail,  Massachusetts  took  a  man  from  the  home 
of  her  altar — ho  had  fled  to  her  for  protection, — and  volun¬ 
tarily  gave  him  up  to  bondage  without  end ;  did  it  with 
her  eyes  wido  open  j  did  it  on  purpose  ;  did  it  in  notorious 
violation  of  her  own  law',  in  conscu  asness  of  the  sin  ;  did 
it  after  "  fasting  and  pmyc-r.”  *• 

It  is  well  for  us  to  eomo  together,  and  consider  the 
defeat  which  you  and  1  have  suffered  when  the  rights  of 
man  were  thus  cloven  down,  and  look  at  the  crime  com¬ 
mitted  by  those  whom  posterity  will  rank  among  infidels 
to  Christianity,  among  the  enemies  of  men ;  it  is  well  to 
commemorate  tho  event,  tho  disgrace  of  Boston,  tho  per¬ 
petual  shame  and  blot  of  Massammsottg.  Yet  it  was  not 
tho  people  of  Massachusetts  who  did  tho  deed :  it  was  only 

*  T'm*  attend  day  •oi  “  fk*dsf  mi  prayer  "  fsw  b*fwi*a  th?  wime  of  Mr 
Sjiraf  &s4  hi#  rsas&teati !  Boston  Sated  sad  oawk  long  ptnyvt*,  mi  detoured  a 
saia's  liberty  I 
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their  government.  Tito  officers  are  one  thing;  and  the 
people,  thank  God,  are  something  &  Kills  different. 

If  a  deed  which  so  outraged  the  people  had  been  done 
by  the  government-  of  Massachusetts  a  hundred  years  ago, 
there  would  have  been  a  “  day  of  fasting  and  prayer/*  and 
next  a  muster  of  soldiers :  one  day  the  people  would  have 
thought  of  their  trust  in  God,  and  the  next  looked  to  it 
that  their  powder  wag  dry.  How  nobody  fasts,  save  to 
tho  eye  ,*  ho  prays  best  who,  not  asking  God  to  do  rontds 
work,  prays  penitence,  prays  resolutions,  and  then  prays 
deeds,  thus  supplicating  with  heart  and  head  and  hands. 
This  is  a  day  for  such  a  prayer.  Tho  twelfth  of  last  April 
issued  the  proclamation  which  brings  us  hero  to-day. 

We  have  historical  precedent  for  this  conmiemorafcion,  if 
men  need  such  an  argument.  After  tho  Boston  Massacre 
of  the  fifth  -of  March,  1770,  tho  people  had  annually  a 
solemn  commemoration  of  the  event.  They  had  their 
great  and  honoured  men  to  the  pulpit  on  that  occasion : 
Lovell,  child  of  a  Tory  father, — tho  serfs  patriotism  brought 
him  to  a  British  jail ;  Tudor  and  Bairds,  honourable  and 
honoured  names;  Thacker,  " the  fining  Elijah”  of  his 
times  ;  Warren,  twice  called  to  that  post,  Ifetdostinedsoon 
fro  perish  by  a  British  hand ;  John  Hancock, very  name 
was  once"  the  pride  and  glory  of  tho  town. '  'They  stood 
hero,  and,  mindful  of  their  brothers  slain  in  the  street  not 
long  to  bear  tho  name  of <f  King/3  taught-  tho  Tsson  of 
liberty  to  their  fellow-men.  The  menace  of  British,  officers, 
their  presence  in  the  aisles  of  tho  church,  the-  right  of  their 
weapons  on  tho  pulpit-stairs,  did  not  frighten  Joseph 
Warren, — not  a  hireling  shepherd,  though  lie  came  in  by 
tho  pulpit-window,  while  soldiers  crammed  the  porch. 
Did  they  threaten,  to  stop  his  mouth  f  It  took:  bullet  and 
bayonet  bote  to  ill e nee-  his  lips.  Joha- Hancock  was  of 
eyes  too  pare  fro  fear  thA  government  of  Britain.  One®, 
when  Boston  warn  m  the  u&nds  of  tho  enemy  of  freedom,— 
I  mean  tho  foreign  enemy, --the  discourse  could  hoi  bo  de¬ 
livered  hero ;  Boston  adjourned  fro  Watertown  to  hear  ''  the 
young  Elijah^  ask  whether  '' the  rising  ompire  of  America 
shall  Lo  an  empire  of  slaves  or  dt-ft&amsn.  But  on  that 
day  there  was  another  commemoration  held  hard  by  j  n  one 
George  Washington.  ”  discoursed  from  the  lt  Heights  of 
Dorchester ; **  and,  soon  after,  Israel  Putnam  marched 
12  * 


180 


THE  BOSTON  KIDNATTINO. 


over  the  Neck, — and  there  wa3  not  a  "Red-coat”  south  of 
the  North  End,  The  March  of  ’76  was  not  far  from  tho 
July  of '76,  when  yet  another  discourso  got  spoken. 

For  twelvo  years  did  our  fathers  commemorate  the  first 
blood  »hed  here  by  soldiors  u  quartered  among  us  without 
our  consent ;  ”  yea,  until  there  was  not  a  " Bed-coat”  left 
in  tho  land ;  and  tho  gloom  of  tho  Boston  Massacre  was 
forgot  in  the  blaze  of  American  independence ;  the  murder 
of  five  men,  in  tho  freedom  of  two  millions. 

Tho  first  slave  Boston  has  officially  sent  back  since  1770 
was  returned  a  year  ago.  Let  us  commemorate  tho  act, 
till  there  is  not  a  kidnapper  left  in  all  the  North ;  not  a 
kidnapper  lurking  in  a  lawyer’s  office  in  all  Boston,  or  in 
a  merchant's  counting-room ;  not  a  priest  who  profanes 
his  function  by  flouting  at  tho  higher  law  of  God ;  till  there 
is  not  a  slavo  in  America ;  and  sorrow  at  tho  rendition  of 
Thomas  Sims  shall  be  forgotten  in  tho  freedom  of  three 
million  men.  Let  us  remember  tho  Boston  Kidnapping,  as 
our  fathers  kept  the  memory  of  the  Boston  Massacro. 

It  is  a  fitting  time  to  come  together.  There  was  once  a 
a  dark  day  ”  in  New  England,  when  tho  visible  heavens 
were  hung  with  night,  and  mon’s  faces  gathered  blackness, 
less  from  tho  sky  abovo  than  from  tho  fears  within.  But 
New  England  nevor  saw  a  day  so  black  as  the  twelfth  of 
April,  1851  ;  a  da}*-  whoso  Egyptian  darkness  will  bo  felt 
for  many  a  year  to  come. 

New  England  has  had  days  of  misfortuno  before  this, 
and  of  mourning  at*  the  Bin  of  her  magistrates.  In  1761,  a 
mean  man  in  a  high  place  in  the  British  Island,  thinking 
that  "  discussion  must  be  suppressed,”  declared  that  citi¬ 
zens  "are  not  to  demand  tho  reasons  of  measures;  they 
must,  and  they  easily  may,  be  taught  better  manners.” 
Tho  British  Ministry  decided  to  tax  the  colonies  without 
their  consent.  Massachusetts  decided  to  bo  taxed  only 
with  her  own  consent.  The  Board  of  Trade  determined  to 
collect  duties  against  the  will  of  tho  people.  Tho  Govern¬ 
ment  insisted;  tho  mercenaries  of  tho  custom-house  in 
Boston  applied  for  u  Writs  of  Assistance,”  authorizing  them 
to  search  for  smuggled  goods  where  and  when  thoy  pleased, 
and  to  call  on  the  people  to  help  in  tho  matter.  The  mer¬ 
cenary  who  filled  the  governors  chair  favoured  the  out¬ 
rage.  Tho  court,  obedient  to  power,  and  usually  on  the 
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eido  of  prerogative  and  against  tho  right,  seemed  ready  to 
porvort  tho  kw  against  justice.  Massachusetts  felt  her 
liberty  in  peril,  and  began  the  war  of  ideas.  James  Otis, 
an  irregular  but  brilliant  and  powerful  man  from  Barnstable, 
and  an  acute  lawyer,  resigned  his  post  of  Advocate  to  the 
Admiralty ;  threw  up  his  chance  of  preferment,  and  was 
determined  "  to  sacrifice  estate)  ease,  health,  applause,  and 
even  lifo,  to  the  sacred  calls  of  my  country,”  and  iu  oppo¬ 
sition  to  that  kind  of  power  “  which  cost  one  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  his  head,  another  his  throne.” 

It  was  a  dark  day  in  Massachusetts  when  the  Writs  of 
Assistance  were  called  for ;  when  tho  talents,  tho  fame, 
tho  riches,  and  the  avarice  of  Chiof-justico  Hutchinson,  the 
respectability  of  vonerablo  men,  the  power  of  the  Grown 
and  its  officers,  were  all  against  tho  right ;  but  that  brave 
lawyer  stood  up,  his  words  *'  a  flame  of  fire,”  to  demon¬ 
strate  “  that  all  arbitrary  authority  was  unconstitutional 
and  against  tho  law.”  His  voice  rung  through  tho  land 
like  a  war-psalm  of  the  Hebrew  muse.  Hutchinson,  rich, 
falso,  and  in  power,  cowered  before  tho"  great  incendiary” 
of  New*  England.  John  Adams,  a  young  lawyor  from 
Quincy,  who  stood  by,  touched  by  the  same  inspiration, 
declared  that  afterwards  ho  could  never  read  the  Acta  of 
Trade  without  anger,  nor  "  any  portion  of  them  without  a 
curse.”  If  the  court  was  not  convinced,  the  people  were. 
It  was  a  dark  day  when  tho  Writs  of  Assistance  wore  called 
for ;  but  tho  birthplace  of  Franklin  took  tho  lightning  out  of 
that  thundering  cloud,  and  the  storm  broke  into  rain  which 
brought  forth  the  green  glories  of  Liberty-tree,  that  soon 
blossomed  all  over  in  tho  radianco  of  tho  bow  of  promise  act¬ 
on  tho  departing  cloud.  Tho  seed  from  that  day  of  bloom 
shall  bow  with  blessings  all  the  whole  wide  world  of  man. 

Thore  was  another  dark  time  when  tho  Stamp  Act 
passed,  and  tho  day  came  for  tho  uso  of  the  Stamps,  Nov. 
1st,  1760.  The  people  of  Boston  closed  their  shops ;  they 
muffled  and  tolled  tho  bolls  of  tho  churches ;  they  hung 
on  Liberty-tree  the  effigy  of  Mr  Huskb,  a  Now  Hampshire 
traitor  of  that  time,  who  bod  removed  to  London,  got  a 
Beat  in  Parliament,  and  was  said  to  havo  proposed  the 
Stamp  Act  to  tho  British  minister.  Beside  hsm  thoy  hung 
tho  imago  of  Grenvillo,  tho  ministerial  author  of  the  Act. 
In  the  afternoon,  tho  public  cut  down  tho  images ;  carried 
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them  in  a  cart,  thousands  following,  to  the  town-house, 
where  the  governor  and  council  were  in  session ;  carried 
the  effigies  solemnly  through  the  budding,  and  thcnco  to 
tho  gallows,  where,  after  hanging  a  while,  they  were  cut 
down  and  torn  to  pieces.  All  was  done  quietly,  orderly, 
and  with  no  violence.  It  was  All-Saints  Day:  two  hundred 
and  forty-eight  years  before,  Martin  Luther  had  pilloried 
tho  papacy  on  a  church-door  at  Wittenberg,  not  knowing 
what  would  fall  at  the  sound  of  his  hammer  nailing  up  the 
Nineiy-fivo  Theses. 

Xobody  would  touch  tho  hated  stamps.  Mr  Oliver,  the 
secretary  of  tho  province,  and  “  distributor  of  stamps,0 
had  been  hanged  in  effigy  before.  His  stamp-office  had 
already  given  a  name  to  the  sea,  “Oliver’s  Dock”  long 
commemorating  tho  fato  of  tho  building.  Dismayed  by  tho 
voice  of  the  people,  ho  resigned  his  office.  Not  satisfied 
with  that,  the  people  had  him  before  an  immense  meeting 
at  Liberty-trco ;  and  at  noonday,  under  tho  very  limb 
where  ho  had  been  hung  in  effigy,  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  lie  took  an  oath  that  he  never  would  tako  any  mea¬ 
sures  ....  for  enforcing  tho  Stamp  Act  in  America.  Then, 
with  three  cheers  for  liberty,  Air  Oliver  was  allowed  to 
return  homo.  He  ranked  as  the  third  crown-officer  in  tho 
colony.  Where  could  you  find  “  one  of  his  Majesty’s 
justices  of  tho  pence  ”  to  administer  such  an  oath  before 
such  a  “  lown-mceting  ”  ?  A  man  was  found  to  do  that  deed, 
and  leave  descendants  to  bo  proud  of  it ;  for,  after  three 
generations  have  passed  by,  the  name  of  Richard  Dana  is 
still  on  the  side  of  liberty. 

Xo  more  of  stamps  in  Boston  at  that  time.  In  time  of 
danger,  it  is  thought  “  a  good  thing  to  have  a  man  in  the 
house.”  Boston  had  provided  herself.  There  wore  u  good 
many  who  did  not  disgraco  tho  name.  Amongst  others, 
there  was  one  of  such  “  obstinacy  and  inflexible  disposi¬ 
tion,”  said  Hutchinson,  “  tlmt  hp  could  never  be  conciliated 
by  any  office  or  gift  whatever.”  Yet  Samuel  Adams  was 
“  not  rich,  nor  a  bachelor.”  There  was  another,  one  John 
Adams,  son  of  a  shoemaker  at  Quincy,  not  a  whit  less  obsti¬ 
nate  or  hard  to  conciliate  with  gifts.  When  ho  heard  Otis 
in  tliat  great  argument,  he  felt  “  ready  to  tako  up  arms 
against  the  Writs  of  Assistance.”  Ono  day,  the  twenty  - 
second  of  December  of  that  year,  he  writes  m  his  journal : 
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{(  At  homo  with  my  family,  thinking.”  In  duo  time,  some¬ 
thing  ctiffio  of  his  thinking.  Ho  wrote,  u  By  inactivity  wo 
discover  cowardice,  and  too  much  respect  for  the  Act.” 

The  Stamp  Act  was  dead  in  Now  England  and  in  all 
America.  Very  soon  the  Ministry  wore  glad  to  bury  their 
dead. 

It  was  in  such  a  spirit  that  Boston  met  the  Writs  of 
Assistance  and  the  Stamp  Act.  What  anno  of  the  re¬ 
sistance  ?  When  Parliament  came  together,  tho  great 
commoner”  said, — every  boy  knew  tho  passage  by  heart 
when  I  went  to  school, — (t  I  rejoice  that  America  has  re¬ 
sisted.  Three  millions  of  people  so  dead  to  all  tho  feelings 
of'  liberty  as  voluntarily  to  be  slaves,  would  have  been  fit 
instruments  to  make  slaves  of  all  tho  rest.”  The  Ministry 
still  proposed  to  put  down  America  by  armies.  Mr  Pitt 
said  :  u  America,  if  she  fell,  would  fall  like  tho  strong  man. 
fiho  would  embrace  tho  pillars  of  the  state,  and  pull  down 
tho  Constitution  along  with  her.  But  she  would  not  fall.” 
“  I  would  advise,”  said  ho,  u  that  the  Stamp  Act  be  re¬ 
pealed,  absolutely,  totally,  and  immediately  “  that  tho 
reason  for  the  repeal  oo  assigned  ;  that  it  was  founded  on 
an  erroneous  principle.”  Repealed  it  was,  u  absolutely, 
totally,  and  immediately.” 

But  tho  British  Ministry  still  insisted  on  taxation  with¬ 
out  representation.  Massachusetts  continued  her  oppo¬ 
sition.  There  was  a  merchants’  meeting  in  Boston  in 
favour  of  freedom.  It  assembled  from  time  to  time,  and 
had  a  largo  influence.  M?n  agreed  not  to  import  British 
goods :  they  would  wear  their  old  clothes  till  they  could 
weave  now  ones  in  America,  and  kill  no  more  lambs  till 
they  had  abundance  of  wool.  Boston  made  a  non-import¬ 
ation  agreement.  Massachusetts  wrote  a  “  circular  letter  ” 
to  tho  other  colonics,  asking  them  to  mako  common  cause 
with  her, — a  circular  which  the  king  thought  “  of  the  most 
dangerous  and  factious  character.”  On  tho  seventeenth 
of  dune,  1708,  the  town  of  Boston  instructed,  its  four  re¬ 
presentatives,  Otis,  Cushing,  Adams,  and  Hancock  :  ”  It  is 
our  unalterable  resolution  at  all  times  to  assert  and  vindi¬ 
cate  our  dear  and  in  valuables  rights,  at  tho  utmost  h&sard 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes.”*  This  scorned  to  promise  an- 
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other  <e  RGY'fist&tBtt'ih  of  Juno/5  if  tho  Ministry  persisted  in 
their  course. 

On  tho  fifteenth  of  May ,  1770.,  she  again  issued  similar 
instructions.  “  James  I./'’  says  tho  letter  of  instruction, 
li  more  dum  once  laid  down,  that,  as  it  was  atheism  and 
blasphemy  in  a  creature  to  dispute  whnfc  the  Deity  may 
do,  so  it  is  pmtimpiuosis  and  sedition  in  a  subject  to  dis¬ 
pute  wh/if,  a  king  may  do  in  tho  height  of  his  powers.” 
“  Good  Christians,”  said  l:of  “will  be  content  with  God's 
■will  revealed;  in  hip  word,  and  gtfod  subjects  will  rest  in 
the  king’s  w/ill  revealed  in  his  law*.”  That  was  the  “  No 
Higher  Law  Doctrine  ”  of  the  time.  See  how  it  wont  down  at 
Boston*  in  V! 70.  “  Surely,”  said  tho  peoples  of  Boston,  in 

town -meeting  nsseyruhled,  “  nothing  except  the  ineffable 
contempt  of  the  reigning  monarch  diverted  that-  indignant 
vengeance,  vrhich  would  otherwise  have  made  his  illustrious 
throne  to  trembles*  and  hurled  tho  royal  diadem  from  hi  a 
forfeit  head.”  *  Such  was  tho  feeling  of  Boston  towards 
a  government  which  flouted  at  tho  eternal  law  of  God. 

The  people  claimed  that  law-  we s  on  their  side ;  oven 
Sir  Henry  Finch  having  said,  in  tho  time  of  Charles  I., 
“  The  king's  prerogative  istretcheth  not  to  the  doing  of 
any  wrong.”  But,  Boston  said,  “  Had  tho  express  letter 
of  tho  law’  been  less  favourable,  and  wore  it  possible  to 
ransack,  up  airy  absurd,  obsolete  notions  which  might  have 
seemed  calculated  to  propagate  slavish  doctrines,  wo  should 
by  no  mean?  have  been,  influenced  to  forego  our  birth¬ 
right;,”  for  “  mankind  will  not  bo  reasoned  out  of  their 
feoli’sgs  of  humanity.”  “  W'/j  remind  yon,  that  tho  further 
nations  recede  and  give  way  to  the  gigantic  strides  of  any 
powerful  despot,  the  more  rapidly  will  the  bend  e-’-nneo 
to  spread  wide  desolation.”  “  It  is  now  no  time  to  lo.it  be¬ 
tween.  tw  0  opinions “  Wo  enjoin  you,  at  all  hazards  to  de¬ 
port  .  .  .  liko  tho  faithful  representatives  of  a  froo-born, 
awakened,  end  determined  people,  who,  being  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  conception,  and  nur¬ 
tured  in  tho  principles  of  freedom  from  their  infancy,  arc 
resolved  to  breathe  the  'mine  celestial  other,  tyl  summoned 
to  resign  the  heavenly  flame  by  that  omnipotent  God  who 
gave  it.”  That  was  the  language  of  Boston  in  1 770.  f 

Truo  there  were  men  who  took  tho  other  side  ;  Rome  of 
*  Town  Itewrd*.  t  Ibid. 
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them  from  high  and  honourable  convictions ;  others  from 
sordid  motives  ;  Borne  from  native  bigotry  and  meannosa 
they  could  not  help.  But  the  in  at*  of  the  people  went  .'for 
the  rights  of  the  people.  It  was  not  a  more  matter  of  dol¬ 
lars  and  cents  that  stirred  the  men  cf  Massachusetts  them. 
True,  the  people  had  always  been  thrifty*  and  looked  well 
to  tho  "  things  of  this  world.”  But  threepence  duty  on, 
a  pound  of  tea,  six  farthings  on  a  gallon  of  molasses,  wan 
not  very  burdensome  to  a  people  that  had  a  school  before 
there  was  any  four-footed  boaat  above  a  swine  in  tho  colony 
— a  people  that  once  taxed  themselves  thirteen  shillings 
and  eight  pence  in  a  pound  of  income  !  It  wan  the  prin¬ 
ciple  they  looked  at.  They  would  not  have  paid  three 
barley-corns  on  a  hogshead  of  sugar,  and  admit  the  right 
of  Bari iam exit  to  levy  tho  tax.  This  same  spirit  extended 
to  the  other  colonic* :  Virginia  and  Mrossnehusetta  stood 
ride  by  side  ;  New  York  with  Boston. 

It.  was  a  dark  day  for  Now  England  when  tho  Stamp  Act 
became  a  law  ;  but  it  was  a  much  darker  day  when  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill  passed  the  Congress  of  tho  United  States. 
The  Acts  of  Trade  and  tho  Stamp  Act  wore  the  work  of 
foreign  hands,  of  tho  ministers  of  England,  not,  America. 
A  traitor  of  New  Hampshire  was  thought  to  have  originated 
the  Stamp  Act ;  but  even  be  did  not  make  a  speech  in  ite 
favour.  Tho  author  of  the  Act  wm  never  within  three 
thousand  milts  of  Boston.  But  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  was 
the  work  of  Americana  :  it  had  its  great  support  from 
another  native  of  New  Hampshire  ;  it  got  tho  vote  of  the 
member  for  Boston,  who  faithfully  represented  tho  money 
which  sent  him  there;  though,  Gc.d  bo  thanked,  not  the 
man  1 

When  the  Stamp  Act  came  to  bo  executed  in  Boston,  tin.: 
ships  hung  their  11  figs  at  half-mast ;  the  shops  were  shut, 
the  bells  were  tolled ;  ship,  shop,  and  church  nil  joining 
in  a  solidarity  of  affliction,  in  one  unanimous  lament.  But, 
when  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  came  to  Boston,  the  merchant 
ami  politicians  of  the  city  tired  a  hundred  guns  at  noonday, 
in  token  of  their  joy  1  How  times  have  changed  1  In  170b, 
when  Husk  a  of  New  Hampshire  favoured  tho  Stamp  Act, 
and  Oli  ver  of  Boston  accepted  tho  office  of  distributor  of 
stamps,  the  people  hung  their  busts  in  effigy  on  Liberty- 
tree  ;  Oliver  muat  ignominious!/  forswear  lus  office.  After 
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two  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress  had  voted 
for  this  M issouri  Compromise  in  1819,  when  they  came  back 
io  Boston.,  they  were  hissed  nt  on  'Change,  and  were  both 
of  them  abhorred  for  tho  deed  which  spread  slavery  west 
of  tho  groat  river.  To  this  hour  their  names  are  hateful 
all  tho  way  from  Boston  to  Luncsbnro'.  But  their  children 
arc  guiltless  :  let  up  not  repeat  tho  fathers'  name.  But 
what  was  tho  Stamp  Act  or  tho  Missouri  Compromise  to 
tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill !  One  was  looking  at  a  hedge,  the 
other  stealing  tho  sheep  behind  it.  Yet  when  the  ropre- 
gentatiro  of  the  money  of  Boston,  who  voted  for  tho  bill, 
returned,  lie  was  flattered  and  thanked  by  two  classes  of 
icon ;  by  those  whom  money  makes  il  respectable  "  and 
prominent ;  by  those  whom  love  of  money  makes  servile 
and  contemptible.  When  ho  resigned  his  place,  Boston 
sent  another,  with  tho  command,  r ’  G o  thou  and  do  like¬ 
wise  ;  "  and  he  has  just  voted  again  for  tho  Fugitive  Slave 
Bill, — he  alone  of  all  tho  delegation  of  Massachusetts. 

Tho  Stamp  Act  levied  a  tax  on  us  in  money,  and 
Boston  would  not  pay  a  cent,  hauled  down  the  flags, 
shut  up  tho  shops,  tolled  the  church-bells,  hung  its  authors 
in  effigy,  made  the  third  officer  of  tho  Crown  take  oath 
not  to  keep  the  law,  cast  his  stamp-shop  into  tho  sea. 
The’ Slave  Act  levied  a  tax  in  men,  and  Boston  fired  a  hun¬ 
dred  guns,  and  said,  “  We  are  ready ;  vro  will  catch  fugi¬ 
tives  slaves  for  the  South.  It  is  a  dirty  work,  too  dirty 
for  any  but  Northern  hands  ;  but  it  will  bring  us  clean 
money.”  Ship,  shop,  and  church  scorned  to  feel  a  solid¬ 
arity  of  interest  in  the  measure  ;  the  leading  newspapers  of 
the  town  were  full  of  glee. 

Tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  became  a  law  on  the  eighteenth 
of  September,  1850.  Kighty-fivo  years  before  that  date 
there  was  a  town-meeting  in  Boston,  nt  which  the  people 
instructed  their  representatives  in  tho  General  Assembly  of 
Massachusetts.  It  was  just  after  the  passage  of  tho  .Stamp 
Act.  Boston  told  her  servants  “  by  no  means  to  join  in 
any  measures  for  countenancing  and  assisting  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  same  [the  .Stamp  Act]  ;  but  to  use  your  best 
endeavours  in  tho  General  Assembly  to  have  the  inherent 
ami  unalienable  rights  of  tho  people  of  this  province  as¬ 
serted,  vindicated,  and  left  upon  the  public  record,  that 
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posterity  may  never  have  reason  to  charge  tho  present 
times  with  the  guilt  of  tamely  giving  them  ®.wny.,,f* 

It.  was  “voted  unanimously  that  the  same  be  accepted.” 
This  is  the  earliest,  use  of  the  phrase  “  inherent  and  unalien¬ 
able  rights  of  the  people”  which  I  have  Vet  found.  It 
lias  the  savour  of  James  Otis,  who  had  “  &  tongue  of  {homo 
and  the  inspiration  of  a  seer,”  H  dates  from  Boston,  and 
the  eighteenth  day  of  September,  eighty-five  years  before 
the  passage  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  In  185U  whore  was 
the  town-meeting  of  ’85  ?  James  Otis  died  without  a  son  ; 
but  a  different  man  sought  to  “  fence  in  ”  the  Slave  Act,, 
and  fence  men  from  their  rights. f 

The  passage  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  was  a  sad  event  to 
the  coloured  citizens  of  the  State.  At  that  time  there  were 
8075  p ommn  of  colour  in  Massachusetts.  In  thirty-six 
hours  after  tho  passage  of  the  bill  was  known  hero,  five 
and  thirty  coloured  persons  applied  ton  well-known  philan¬ 
thropist  in  this  city  for  counsel.  J  Before  sixty  hours 
passed  by,  more  than  forty  had  fled.  The  laws  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  could  not  bo  trusted  to  shelter  her  own  children  : 
they  must  flee  to  Canada.  “  This  am,  hostile  to  tyrants,” 
says  tho  motto  of  the  State,  “  seeks  rest  in  tho  nnjoyment 
of  liberty.”  Then  it  ought  to  have  boon  changed,  and 
read,  “  This  arm,  once  hostile  to  tyrants.,  cor  *  derate  with 
them  now,  drives  off  her  citizens  to  foreign  climes  of 
liberty.” 

The.  word  “  commissioner”  has  had  a  traditional  hatred 
ever  since  our  visitation  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros  ;  it  lost 
none  of  its  odious  character  when  it  became  again  incarnate 
in  a  kidnapper.  With  Slave  Act  commissioaertt  to  execute 
tho  bill,  with  such  “ruling”  ns  we  have  known  on  tho 
Slave  Act  bench,  such  swearing  by  “  witnesses  ”  on  tho 
slave  stand,  any  man’s  freedom  is  at  tho  mercy  of  the  kid¬ 
napper  and  his  “  commissioned  ”  attorney.  Tho  ono  can 
manufacture  “  evidence  ”  or  “  fen  largo  ”  it,  tho  other  manu¬ 
facture  “  law*  j and,  with  such  nn  administration  and  such 
creatures  to  servo  its  wish,  what  coloured  man  was  safe  ? 
Men  in  peril  liavo  a  keen  instinct  of  their  danger ;  tho 
dark -browed  mothers  in  Boston,  they  wept  like  Bach  el  for 
her  find-born,  refusing  to  bo  comforted.  There  was  no 
*  Towfl  lUtarh.  f  Hon.  Harriwa  Gray  Oil*.  J  Mr  Fmet  Juc.k5.ja.  ’ 
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comfort  for  them  save  in  flight :  that  must  ho  not  in  the 
winter,  hut  into  the  winter  of  Canada,  which  is  to  the  Afri¬ 
can  what  our  ratio  climate  is  to  tho  goldfinch  and  tho  ca¬ 
nary-bird. 

Some  of  tho  coloured  people  had  acquired  a  little  pro¬ 
perty  ;  they  got  an  honest  living  ;  had  wives  and  children, 
and  looked  back  upon  the  horrors  of  slavery,  which  it  takes 
a  woman's  affectionate  genius  to  paint,  as  you  read  her 
book ;  looked  on  them  as  things  for  tho  memory,  for  the 
imagination,  not  os  things  to  bo  suffered  again.  But  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill  said  to  every  black  mother, (i  This  may 
be  your  fate  ;  tho  fate  of  your  sons  and  your  daughters."  It 
was  possible  to  ail ;  probable  to  many ;  certain  to  some, 
unless  they  should  flee. 

It  was  a  dark  bill  for  thorn  ;  but  tho  blackness  of  tho 
darkness  foil  o«  tho  white  men.  Tho  coloured  men  were 
only  to  bear  tho  cross  ;  tho  whites  made  it.  I  would  take 
tho  black  ’man's  share  in  suffering  tho  Slave  Act,  rather 
than  tho  white  man’s  sin  in  making  it;  ay,  as  I  would 
rather  take  Hancock's  than  Kesko's  share  of  the  history  of 
tho  Stamp  Act.  This  wicked  law  Has  developed  in  the 
Africans  somo  of  tho  most  heroic  virtues  ;  in  the  Yankee 
it  has  brought  out  some  of  the  most  disgraceful  examples 
of  meanness  that  ever  dishonoured  mankind. 

Tho  Boston  Massacre, — you  know  what  that  was,  and 
how  the  people  felt  when  a  hireling  soldiery,  sent  hero  to 
oppress,  shot  down  the  citizens  of  Boston  on  the  fifth  of 
March,  1770.  Then  the  blood  of  America  flowed  for  tho 
first-  time  at  the  touch  of  British  steel.  But  that  deed  was 
dono  b*  foreigners  ;  thank  God,  they  were  not  Americans 
born ;  done  by  hirelings,  impressed  into  tho  army  against 
their  will,  and  sent  here  without  their  consent.  It  wan 
dono  in  hot  blood;  done  partly  in  self-defence,  after  much 
insult  and  wrong.  The  men  who  fired  tho  shot  were 
brought  to  trial.  The  great  soul  of  John  Adams  stood  up 
to  defend  them,  Josi&h  Quincy  aiding  tho  unpopular  work. 
A  Massachusetts  jury  set  the  soldiers  free, — they  only 
obeyed  orders,  tho  soldier  is  a  tool  of  his  commander. 
Such  was  the  Boston  Massacre.  Yet  hoar  how  John  Han¬ 
cock  spoke  on  tho  fourth  anniversary  thereof,  when  passion 
had  had  time  to  pass  away  ; — 

..  "Toll  me,  yo  bloody  butchers  !  ye  villains  high  and  low  ! 
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vo  wretches  who  contrived,  aa  well  aa  you  who  executed, 
tho  inhuman  deed  !  do  you  not  feci  the  goads  and  slings 
of  conscious  guilt  p  torch  through  your  savage  bosoms? 
Though  some  of  you  nay  think  yourselves  exalted,  to  a 
height  that  bids  do  ban  ;o  to  tho  arms  of  human  justice,  and 
others  shroud  yourse!  ■res  beneath  tho  mask  of  hypocrisy, 
and  build  your  hopes  of  safety  on  tho  low  arts  of  cunning, 
chicanery',  and  falsehood ;  yet  do  yon  not  sometimes  feel 
tho  gnawings  of  that  worm  which  never  dies  ?  Do  not  tho 
injured  shades  of  Maverick,  Gray,  Caldwell,  Attacks,  and 
Carr,  attend  you  in  your  solitary  walks,  arrest  you  oven  in 
tho  midst  of  your  debaucheries,  and  till  oven  your  dreams 
with  terror  ? 

“  Yo  dark,  designing  knaves  !  ye  murderers  !  parricides  1 
how  dare  you  tread  upon  tho  earth  which  has  drank  in 
tho  blood  of  slaughtered  innocents,  shod  by  your  wicked 
Iuwids  ?  How  dare  you  breathe  that  air  which  wafted  to 
tho  car  *>f  Heaven  tho  groans  of  those  who  fell  a  sacrifice 
to  your  accursed  ambition  ?  But  if  tho  labouring  earth 
doth  not  expand  her  jaws ;  if  tho  air  you  breathe  is  not 
commissioned  to  bo  the  minister  of  death  ;  yet  hear  it,  and 
tremble  I  the  oye  of  Heaven  penetrates  the  darkest  cham¬ 
bers  of  tho  soul ;  traces  tho  leading  clue  through  nil  tho 
labyrinths  which  your  industrious  folly  has  don  sod ;  and 
you,  however  you  may  have  screened  yourselves  from 
human  eyes,  must  bo  arraigned,  must  lift  your  hands,  red 
with  tho  blood  of  those  whose  deaths  you  have  procured, 
at-  the  tremendous  bar  of  God.” 

But  tho  Boston  kidnapping  was  done  by  Boston  men. 
The  worst  of  the  kidnappers  were  natives  of  the  spot.  It 
was  done  by  volunteers,  not  impressed  to  tho  work,  but 
choosing  their  profession, — loving  tho  wages  of  sin, — and 
conscious  of  tho  loathing  and  tho  scorn  they  are  all  sure 
to  get,  and  bequeath  to  their  issue.  They  did  it  deliber¬ 
ately  ;  it  was  a  cold-blooded  atrocity  :  they  did  it  aggress¬ 
ively,  no*  in  self-defence,  but  in  self-degradation.  They 
did  it  for  their  pay  :  lot  thorn  have  it ;  verily,  they  shall 
ft«ms*  their  reward. 

When  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  become  a  law,  it  scorns  to 
mo  the  governor  ought  to  have  assembled  tho  Legislature  ; 
that  they  should  have  taken  adequate  measures  for  pro¬ 
tecting  tho  eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy -ft  to 
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persons  thus  loft  at  the  mercy  of  any  kidnapper ;  that 
officers  should  have  been  appointed,  at  the  public  cost,  to 
defend  these  helpless,  men,  and  a  law  passed,  punishing 
any  one  who  should  attempt  to  kidnap  a  man  in  this  com¬ 
monwealth.  Massachusetts  should  have  done  for  justice 
what  South  Carolina  has  long  ago  done  for  injustice.  But 
Massachusetts  had  often  seen  her  citizens  put  into  the  jails 
of  the  North  for  no  crime  but  their  complexion,  and 
looked  on  with  a  drowsy  yawn.  Once,  indeed,  she  did 
send  two  penu  \  one  to  Charleston  and  the  other  to  New 
Orleans,  to  attend  to  this  matter ;  both  of  them  wore 
turned  out  of  tho  South  with  insult  and  contempt.  After 
that,  Massachusetts  did  nothing ;  tho  commonwealth  did 
nothing ;  tho  commonwealth  did  not  oven  scold :  she  sat 
mute  as  tho  symbolic  fish  in  tho  State-house.  Tho  Bay 
State  turned  non-resistant;  "passive  obedience ”  should 
have  been  the  motto  then.  So,  when  a  bill  was  passed, 
putting  the  liberty  of  her  citizens  at  tho  mercy  of  a  crew 
of  legalized  kidnappers,  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  did 
nothing.  Boston  iired  her  hundred  guns  under  tho  very 
eyes  of  John  Hancock's  house ;  her  servilo  and  her  rich 
men  complimented  their  representative  for  voting  away  the 
liberty  of  nine  thousand  of  her  fellow-citizens.  Was  Bos¬ 
ton  Massachusetts  ?  It  is  still  the  governor. 

As  the  government  of  Massachusetts  did  nothing,  tlio 
next  thing  would  have  been  for  tho  people  to  como  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  great  mass  meeting,  and  decree,  as  their  fathers 
had  often  done,  that  so  unjust  a  law  should  not  bo  kept 
in  the  eld  Bay  State,  and  appoint  a  committee  to  see  that 
no  man  was  kidnapped  and  carried  oft;  and,  if  tlio  kidnap- 

Sjrs  still  insisted  on  kidnapping  our  brothers  hero  in 
assachuaotte,  tlio  people  could  have  found  a  way  to  abate 
that  nuisance  as  easily  as  to  keep  oft  tho  stamped  paper  in 
1765.  Tho  commissioners  of  tho  Slave  Act  might  as  easily 
be  dealt  with  as  the  commissioners  of  the  Stamp  Act. 

I  love  law,  and  respect  law,  and  should  bo  slow  to  vio¬ 
late  it.  I  would  suffer  much,  sooner  than  violate  a  statute 
that  was  simply  inexpedient.  There  is  no  natural  reason, 
perhaps,  for  limiting  the  interest  of  money'  to  six  per  cent., 
but  as- tho  law  of  Massachusetts  forbids  more,  1  would  not 
take  more.  I  should  hate  to  interrupt  the  course  of  law, 
and  put  violence  in  its  place. 
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“  The  way  of  androi  ardlaanc^  though  it  •sriada, 

Is  jm  no  dfrioai  way.  Strai^htforwnrd  £C« 

The  lightning's  |>AtL  And  sU'aight  the  fearful  path 
Of  the  csnsoa-hali.  Direct  it  flies,  s«4  rapid  ; 

Shatsefiag  that  it  ssay  reach,  c.«d  shattering  what  it  reaches. 

My  son  l  the  road  the  human  Wing  irsrris, — 

That  on  which  blearing  comes  and  goes,— -doth  follow 
The  rircr’s  course,  the  rally's  playful  windings  ; 

Cunre*  round  the  eora-tlelci  slid  tW  hill  of  Tints, 

Honouring  the  holy  hound#  of  property ! 

And  thus  secure,  though  late,  lends  to  it*  end." 

But  when  the  rulers  have  inverted  their  function,  and 
enacted  wickedness  into  &  law  which  treads  down  tho  un¬ 
alienable  rights  of  iiian  to  such  degree  as  this;  then  I.  know 
no  ruler  but  God,  no  law  but  natural  justice,  I  tear  the 
hateful  statu  te  of  kidnappers  to  shivers  ;  I  trample  it  under¬ 
neath  ray  feet.  I  do  it  in  tho  name  of  all  law ;  in  the  name 
of  justice  and  of  man  ;  in  tho  name  of  tho  dear  God. 

But  of  all  chia  nothing  was  done.  Tho  governor  did  not 
assembio  the  Legislature,  as  ho  would  if  a  part  of  tho  pro¬ 
perty  in  Massachusetts  had  thus  been  put  at  the  mercy  of 
legalized  ruffians.  There  wa3  no  convention  of  the  people 
of  Massachusetts.  True,  there  was  a  meeting  at  rone  nil 
Hall,  a  meeting  chiefly  of  anti-slavery  mon  ;  leading  free- 
soilers  wero  a  little  afraid  of  it,  though  some  of  them  came 
honourably  forward.  A  venerable  man  put  his  immo  at 
*  iO  head  of  the  signers  of  tho  call,  and  wrote  a  noble- 
spirited  letter  to  tho  meeting ;  Josiah  Quincy  was  a  Panenil 
Hall  namo  in  1 859,  as  well  as  in  1705.  It  was  found  a 
lit  lie  difficult  to  get  what  in  Boston  is  called  a  “  respectable) 
man  to  preside.  Tot  ono  often  true  safe  in  the  chair 
that  night,’ — Charles  F.  Adams  did  not  Hindi,  when  you 
wanted  a  man  to  stand  lire.  A  brave,  good  minister,  whose 
largo  soul  disdains  to  be  confined  to  sect  or  party,  cams 
in  from  Cambridge,  and  lifted  up  his  voice  to  uio  Godwin 
brought  up  Israel  out  of  the  iron  house  of  bondage,  and 
our  fathers  from  thraldom  in  a  strange  land ;  thanking 
Him  who  created  all  men  in  His  own  image,  and  of  ono 
blood.  Charles  Lowell's  prayer  for  all  mankind  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten.  The  mooting  was  an  honour  to  the 
men  who  composed  it.  The  old  spirit  was  there ;  philan¬ 
thropy,  which  never  fails ;  justice,  that  is  not  •  weary 
with  continual  defeat;  and  faith  in  God,  which  is  sure 
to  triumph  at  tho  last.  But  what  a  reproach  was  tho 
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nootmg  to  Boston!  u  Respectability ”  was  determined  to 
kidnap. 

At  t  hat  meeting  a  Committee  of  Vigilance  was  appointed, 
and  a  very  vigilant  committee  it  has  proved  itself,  having 
saved  the  liberty  of  three  or  four  hundred  citizens  of  Bos¬ 
ton.  Besides,  it  has  done  many  things  not  to  be  spoken 
of  now.  I  know  one  of  its  members  who  has  helped 
ninety-five  fugitives  out  of  the  United  States.  It  would  not 
be  well  to  mention  his  name, — he  has  "  lovied  war  ”  too 
often, — the  goou'lTod  knows  it.* 

Other  towns  in  the  State  did  the  same  thing.  Vigilance 
Committees  got  on  foot  in  most  of  the  great  towns,  in 
many  of  the  small  ones.  In  some  places,  all  the  people 
rose  up  against  theFugitive  Slave  Bill ;  the  whole  town  a 
vigilance  committee.  The  country  was  right ;  off  the  pave¬ 
ment,  Liberty  waa  the  watchword  ;  on  the  pavement,  it 
was  Money.  But  the  government  of  Massachusetts  did 
nothing.  Could  the  eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-five  coloured  persons  affect  any  election?  Was 
their  vote  worth  bidding  for  ? 

The  controlling  men  of  the  Whig  party  and  of  the  De¬ 
mocratic  party,  they  either  did  nothing  at  all,  or  elso  went 
over  in  favour  of  kidnapping ;  some  of  them  had  a  natural 
proclivity  that  way,  ana  went  over  te  with  alacrity.” 

The  leading  newspapers  in  the  great  towns, — they,  of 
course,  went  on  the  side  of  inhumanity,  with  few  hon¬ 
ourable  exceptions.  Thopolifcical  papers  thought  kidnap¬ 
ping  would  “  save  the  union;”  the  commercial  papers 
thought  it  would  u  save  trade,”  the  great  object  for  which 
the  Onion  was  established. 

How  diilurently  hnd  Massachusetts  met  the  Acts  of 
Trade  and  the  Stamp  Act !  How  are  tho  mighty  fallen  1 
Yet,  if  you  could  liave  got  their  sacred  ballot,  I  think  fif¬ 
teen  out  of  every  twenty  voters,  even  in  Boston,  would 
have  opposed  the  law.  But  tho  leading  politicians  and 
the  leading  merchants  were  in  favour  of  tho  bill,  and  the 
execution  of  it. 

Tbcro  are  two  political  parties  in  America :  one  of  them 
is  very  large  ana  well  organized;  that  is  the  Slave-soil 
party.  It  has  two  great  subdivisions;  one  is  called 
Whig,  the  other  Democrat? o :  together  they  make  up  tho 
•  It  U  sot  jet  safe  to  mention  his  name.  Feb.  23,  1855 ! 
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great  national  Sla^e-soil  party.  It  was  the  desire  of  that 
party  to  extend  slavery ;  making  a  national  sin  out  of  a 
sectional  curso.  They  wished  to  “ re-annex”  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  the  department  of  tho  slave  soil,  and  succeeded. 
We  know  the  history  of  that  party:  who  shall  tell  the 
future  of  its  opponent  ?  There  will  bo  a  to-morrow  after 
to-day. 

The  practical  result  was  what  the  leading  men  of  Boston 
desired :  soon  we  had  kidnappers  in  Boston.  Sorao  ruf¬ 
fians  came  here  from  Georgia,  to  kidnap  William  and  Ellen 
Craft.  Among  them  came  a  jailer  from  Macon,  a  man  of 
infamous  reputation,  and  character  as  bad  as  its  repute ; 
notoriously  a  cruel  man,  and  hateful  on  that  account  even 
in  Georgia.  In  the  handbills,  his  face  was  described  as 
“  uncommon  bad."  It  was  worthy  of  the  description.  I 
saw  the  face ;  it  looked  like  total  depravity  incarnate  in  a 
bora  kidnapper.  He  was  not  quite  welcome  in  Boston ; 
Massachusetts  had  not  then  learned  to  “  conqnor  her  pre¬ 
judices/ ”  yet  he  found  friends,  got  “  a  sort  of  a  lawyer  ”  to 
help  him  kidnap  a  man  and  his  wife :  a  fee  will  hire  such 
mon  any  day.  He  was  a  welcome  guest  at  tho  United 
States  Hotel,  which,  however,  got  a  littlo  tired  of  his  com¬ 
pany,  and  warned  him  off.  'Tho  commissioner  first  applied 
to  for  aid  in  this  business  seemed  to  oxhibit  some  signs  of 
a  conscience,  and  appeared  a  little  averse  to  stealing  a 
man.  Tho  Vigilanco*  Comuiittco  put  their  eye  on  the  kid¬ 
napper  :  he  was  glad  to  escape  out  of  Boston  with  a  whole 
skin.  He  sneaked  off  in  a  private  way;  wont  back  to 
Georgia ;  published  his  story,  partly  true,  false  in  part ; 
got  into  a  quarrel  in  the  street  at  Macon, — I  traced  out 
his  wriggling  trail  for  some  distance  back, — it  was  not  the 
first  brawl  he  had  been  in;  was  stabbed  to  what  is  com¬ 
monly  called  '*  tho  heart,”  and  fell  unmistakably  dead. 
Some  worthy  persons  had  told  him,  if  he  went  to  Boston, 
ho  would  “  rot  in  a  Massachusetts  jail ;”  others,  that  they 
“  hoped  it  would  turn  out  so,  for  such  an  orrand  deserved 
such  an  end.”  Poor  mon  of  Georgia !  they  know  the  Bos¬ 
ton  of  1765,  not  of  1850; — tho  town  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
ruled  by  select  mon ;  not  tho  city  of  tho  Slavo  Act,  ruled 
by  a  "  Major.”  Hughes  came  to  save  the  “  Union  I  ” 

That  time  tho  kidnappers  went  off  without  their  prey. 
Somebody  took  care  of  allien  Craft,  and  William  took  care 
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of  himself.  They  were  parishioners  of  mine.  Mr  Craft 
was  a  tall,  brave  man ;  his  countrymen,  not  nobler  than 
he,  were  once  bishops  of  Hippo  and  of  Carthago.  He 
anned  himself,  pretty  well  too.  I  inspected  hia  weapons : 
it  was  rather  new  business  for  mo ;  New  England  ministers 
havo  not  done  much  in  that  lino  since  the  Revolution.  His 
powder  had  a  good  kernel,  and  he  kept  it  dry ;  his  pistols 
were  of  excellent  proof,  the  barrels  truo  and  clean  ;  tho 
trigger  went  easy  ;  tho  caps  would  not  hang  firo  at  the 
snap.  I  tested  his  poniard ;  the  blade  had  a  good  temper, 
stiff  enough,  yet  springy  withal;  tho  point  was  sharp. 
There  was  no  law  for  him  hut  tho  law  of  nature ;  he  was 
armed  and  equipped  "  as  that  law  directs.”  Ho  walked 
the  streets  boldly ;  but  tho  kidnappers  did  not  daro  touch 
him.  Sorno  persons  offered  to  help  Mr  Craft  to  purchase 
himself.  Ho  said,  "  I  will  not  give  the  man  two  cents  for 
his  '  right  *  to  mo.  I  will  buy  myself,  not  with  gold,  but 
iron!”  That  looked  like  "levying  war,”  not  like  con¬ 
quering  his  prejudices  for  liberty  i  William  Craft  did 
not  obey  with  "  alacrity.”  Ho  stood  lib  ground  till  tho 
kidnappers  had  fled ;  thon  ho  also  must  flee.  Boston  was 
no  home  for  him.  One  of  her  most  eminent  ministers  had 
said,  if  a  fugitive  came  to  himj  "  I  would  drive  him  away 
from  my  own  door.” 

William  and  Ellen  Craft  were  at  the  "World's  Fair,” 
specimens  of  American  manufactures,  tho  working-tools  of 
the  South;  a  proof  of  the  democracy  of  the  American 
State ;  part  of  tho  "  outward  evidences  ”  of  tho  Christianity 
of  tho  American  church.  "  It  is  a  great  country,”  whcnco 
a  Boston  clergyman  would  drive  William  Craft  from  his 
door !  America  did  not  compete  very  well  with  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  States  in  articles  sent  to  tho  Fair.  A  "  reaping 
machino  ”  was  tho  most  quotable  tiling ;  thon  a  "  Greek 
slave  ”  in  marblo ;  uoxt  an  American  slave  in  flesh  and 
blood.  Amorica  was  the  only  contributor  of  slaves ;  she 
had  the  monopoly  of  tho  article ;  it  is  tho  great  export  of 
Virginia, — it  was  right  to  exhibit-  a  specimen  at  tho  World's 
Fair.  Visitors  went  to  Westminster  Abbey,  and  saw  the 
monument  of  marblo  which  Massachusetts  orccted  to  Lord 
George  Howe,  and  tlience  to  tho  Crystal  Palace  to  seo  tho 
man  and  woman  whom  Massachusetts  would  not  keep  from 
being  kidnapped  in  her  capital. 
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In  duo  timo  came  the  “  Uniou  meeting,”  on  tho  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  Novcmbor,  1850,  in  Faueuil  Hall,  in  front  •>£ 
tho  pictures  of  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock,— in  tho 
hall  which  onco  rocked  to  tho  patriotism  of  James  Otis, 
thundering  against  Acts  of  Trade  and  Writs  of  Assistance, 
“  moro  eloquent  than  Chatham  or  Burko."  Tho  Union  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  in  the  face  and  eyes  of  George  Washington. 

Yon  remember  tho  meeting.  It  was  rathor  a  remark¬ 
able  platform;  uniformly  "Hunker,”  but  docidodly  hete¬ 
rogeneous.  Yet  sin  abolishes  all  historical  and  personal 
distinctions.  Kidnapping,  like  misery,  “makes  strange 
bed-fellows."  Three  tilings  all  tho  speakers  bn  that  occa¬ 
sion  developed  in  common :  A  hearty  abhorrence  of  the 
right ;  a  uniform  contempt  for  tho  oternal  law  of  God ;  a 
common  dosiro  to  kidnap  a  man.  Alter  all,  tho  platform 
did  not  exhibit  so  strango  a  medley  as  it  seemed  at  first : 
tho  difference  in  tho  speakers  was  chiefly  cutaneous,  only 
skin-doep.  Tho  reading  and  tho  speaking,  the  whining 
and  tho  thundering,  woro  all  to  the  same  tuno.  Pirates, 
who  havo  just  cjuarrollod  about  dividing  tho  spoil,  are  of 
one  heart  when  it  comes  to  plundering  and  killing  a  man. 

That  was  a  meeting  for  tho  encouragement  ot  kidnap¬ 
ping;  not  from  the  lovo  of  kidnapping  in  itself,  but  for 
tho  recompense  of  reward.  I  will  not  insult  tho  common 
sense  of  respectable  mon  'with  supposing  that  the  talk  about 
tho  “dissolution  of  tho  Union,"  and  the  cry,  “Tho  Union 
is  in  peril  this  hour,"  was  anything  moro  than  a  stage- 
trick,  which  tho  managers  doubtless  thought  was  “  web. 
got  up."  So  it  was ;  nut,  I  tako  it,  tho  spectators  who 
applauded,  as  well  as  tho  actors  who  grimaced,  know  that 
tho  “  lion "  was  no  beast,  but  only  “  Simon  Snug  tho 
joiner."  Indeed,  tho  lion  himself  often  told  us  so.  How¬ 
ever,  I  did  know  two  very  “  respectable  "  meni  of  Boston, 
who  actually  believed  tho  Union  was  in  danger ;  only  two, 
— but  they  arc  men  of  such  incomprehensible  exiguity  of 
intellect,  that  their  namos  would  break  to  pieces  if  spoken 
loud. 

Well,  tho  meoting,  in  substance,  told  this  truth :  “Bos¬ 
ton  is  willing ;  you  may  come  hero,  and  kidnap  any  black 
man  yon  chooso.  Wo  will  lend  you  tho  marshal,  tho  com¬ 
missioner,  tho  tools  of  perjury,  supple  courts  of  law,  clergy¬ 
men  to  bless  tho  transaction,  and  editors  to  defend  it!" 
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That  was  the  plain  English  meaning  of  tho  meeting,  of  the 
resolutions  and  tho  speeches.  It  was  so  understood  North 
and  South. 

At  tho  meeting  itself  it  was  declared  that  the  Union  was 
at  tho  last  gasp ;  but  the  next  morning  the  political  doc¬ 
tors,  the  "  medicine-men ”  of  our  mythology,  declared  the 
old  lady  out  of  danger.  She  sat  up  that  day,  and  received 
her  frienda.  The  meeting  was  "great  medicino;”  the 
crisis  was  passed.  The  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  could  bo  "ex¬ 
ecuted  in  Boston/’ where  tho  Writs  of  Assistance  and  tho 
Stamp  Act  had  been  a  dead  letter  :  a  man  might  bo  kid¬ 
napped  in  Boston  any  day. 

But  the  meeting  was  far  fvorc  unanimous  at  tbo  end.  At 
tho  beginning  a  manly  speech  would  have  turned  tho  ma¬ 
jority  m  favour  of  tho  right.  In  November,  1&50,  half  a 
dozen  rich  men  might  have  tunatd  Boston  against  the 
wicked  law.  But  their  interest  lay  the  other  sido  :  and 
"  where  the  treasure  is,  there  will  the  heart  bo  also.” 
Boston  in  bad  enough,  but  bad  only  in  spots ;  at  that  time 
the  spots  showed,  and  some  men  thought  all  Boston  was 
covered  with  the  small-pox  of  the  Union  meeting :  tho  scars 
vrill  mark  tho  faces  of  only  a  few.  I  wish  I  could  heal 
those  faces,  which  will  have  an  ugly  look  in  tho  eyes  of 
posterity. 

The  practical  result  of  tho  meeting  was  what  it  was  de¬ 
signed  to  bo :  soon  wo  had  other  kidnappers  in  Boston. 
Tliis  time  they  found  better  friends :  like  consorteth  with 
like.  A  certain  lawyer’s  office  in  Boston  became  a  huek- 
stery  of  kidnappers’  warrants.  Soon  the  kidnappers  had 
Shadrach  in  their  fiery  furnace,  heated  seven  times  hotter 
than  before  for  William  and  Ellen  Craft.  But  tho  Lord 
delivered  him  out  of  their  clutch  ;  and  ho  now  sings  "  God 
save  tho  Queen,”  in  token  of  his  delivery  out  of  tho  hands 
of  tho  kidnappers  of  "  Republican  ”  Babylon.  Nobody 
knows  how  ho  was  delivered ;  tho  rescue  was  officially  de¬ 
clared  "  levying  war,”  tho  rescuera  guilty  of  "  treason.” 
But,  wondferful  to  say,  after  all  tho  violations  of  law  by  tho 
court,  aud  all  the  browbeating  by  tho  attorneys,  and  all  tho 
perjury  and  other  "  amendments  and  enlargement  of  testi¬ 
mony”  by  v.  /'nesses,  not  a  man  was  found  guilty  of  any 
crime.  Spite  of  "  Union  meetings,”  tkore  is  somo  respect 
for  Massachusetts  law;  spite  of  judicial  attempts  to  pack  a 
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jury,  ifc  is  still  the  groat  safeguard  of  the  people  ;  spite  of 
preaching,  there  is  some  virtue  left ;  and,  though  a  minister 
vrould  send  back  hw  mother  into  slavery,  a  Massachusetts 
jurv  will  not  a  send  a  man  to  jail  for  such  an  act  as  that. 

the  case  of  Shadrach  w as  not  tho  last.  Kidnappers 
came  and  kidnappers  went:  for  a  long  time  they  got  no 
spoil,  I  need  not  tell,  must  not  tell,  how  they  wore  evaded, 
or  what  help  carao,  always  in  season.  The  Vigilance  Com¬ 
mittee  did  not  sleep  ;  it  was  in  lt  permanent  session  ”  much 
of  tho  whole  winter ;  its  eyes  were  in  overy  place,  behold¬ 
ing  tho  evil  and  the  good.  Tho  government  at  Washing¬ 
ton  did  not  liko  this  state  of  things,  and  stimulated  tho 
proper  persons,  as  the  keeper  of  a  menagerie  in  private 
stira  up  the  hyenas  and  tho  cougars  and  the  wolves,  from 
a  safo  distance.  There  was  a  talk  of  “  Sherman’s  flying- 
artillery  ”  alighting  at  Boston ;  but  it  flew  over  and  settled 
at  Newport,  I  think.  Next  there  was  to  be  a  u  garrison  of 
soldiers  ”  to  enforce  the  law  ;  but  the  men  in  buckram  did 
not  appear.  Then  a  “  seventy-four  gun  ship  was  coming,” 
to  bombard  Soufchack  street,  I  suppose.  Still  ifc  was  de¬ 
termined  that  tho  “  Union  ”  was  nofc  quite  safo  ;  it  was  in 
danger  of  a  “  dissolution  ;  ”  the  “  mcdiciuo-mon  ”  of  poli¬ 
tics  and  commerce  looked  grave.  True,  tho  Union  had 
boon  “  saved  ”  again  and  again,  till  her  "  salvation  ”  was  a 
weariness;  she  i(  was  nothing  bettered,  but  rather  grow 
worse.”  All  winter  long,  the  Union  was  reported  as  in  a 
chronic  spasm  of  “  dissolution.”  So  tho  u  rnediciue-mca  ” 
prescribed :  A  man  kidnapped  in  Massachusetts,  to  be  taken 
at  the  South  ;  with  one  scruple  of  lawyer,  and  two  scruples 
of  clergyman.  That  would  set  the  Union  o:\  her  legs. 
Boston  was  to  furnish  all  this  medicino. 

Ifc  was  long  before  this  city  could  furnish  a  kidnapped 
man.  The  Vigilance  Committee  parried  the  blow  aimed,  at 
the  neck  of  the  fugitive.  The  country  was  on  our  side, — 
gavo  us  money,  help,  men  when  needed.  Tho  guardians 
of  Boston  could  not  bear  the  taunt  that  she  had  not  sent 
back  a  slave.  Now  York  had  been  before  her ;  the  *'  City 
of  Brotherly  Love,”  tho  homo  of  Penn  and  Franklm,  bad 
assisted  in  kidnapping ;  ifc  went  on  vigorously  under  tho 
arm  of  a  judge  who  appropriately  bears  the  narno  of  the 
great  first  murdorer.  No  judge  could  be  hotter  entitled ; 
Kano  and  kidnapping  are  names  conjuring  well.  Should. 
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Boston  delay  ?  What  a  reproach  to  tho  fair  fame  of  her 
merchants  !  Tho  history  of  Boston  was  against  them ; 
America  has  not  vet  forgotten  the  conduct  of  Boston  in  tho 
matter  of  tho  Stamp  Act  and  Acts  of  Trade.  Sho  was  deeply 
guilty  of  the  revolutionary  war ;  she  still  kept  its  c radio  of 
liberty,  and  the  bones  of  Adams  and  Hancock, — dangerous 
relics  in  any  soil ;  they  ought  to  have  been  “  sent  back  ” 
at  tho  passage  of  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  and  Faneuil  Hall 
demolished.  Bunker  Hill  Monument  was  within  sight. 
Boston  was  suspected  of  not  liking  to  kidnap  a  man. 
What  a  reproach  it  was  to  her  I — 8975  coloured  persons  in 
Massachusetts,  and  not  a  fugitive  returned  from  Boston. 
September  passed  by,  October,  November,  December, 
January,  February,  March ;  not  a  slave  sent  back  in  seven 
months  !  What  a  disgrace  to  tho  government  of  Boston, 
which  longed  to  steal  a  man ;  to  tho  representative  of 
Boston,  who  had  voted  for  the  theft' ;  to  the  Union  meeting, 
which  loved  tho  Slave  Act;  to  Mr  Webster,  who  thought 
Massachusetts  would  obey  {t  with  alacrity," — his  presiden¬ 
tial  stock  locked  down  ;  to  his  kidnappers,  who  had  not  yet 
fleshed  their  fangs  on  a  fugitive.  What  a  reproach  to  the 
churches  of  commerce,  and  their  patron,  Saint  Hunker ! 
One  minister  would  drive  a  fugitive  from  his  door ;  another 
send  back  his  own  mother  :  what  was  their  divinity  worth, 
if,  in  seven  months,  they  could  not  convert  a  single 
parishoner,  and  celebrate  the  sacrament  of  kidnapping  ! 

Yet,  after  all,  not  a  slave  went  back  from  old  Boston, 
though  more  than  four  hundred  fled  out  of  tho  city  from 
tho  stripes  of  America,  and  got  safe  to  the  Cross  of  Eng¬ 
land;  not  a  slnve  went  back  from  Boston,  spite  of  her 
representative,  her  government,  her  Union  meeting,  and 
her  clerical  advice.  Sho  would  comfort  herself  against 
this  sorrow,  but  her  heait  was  faint  in  her.  Well  might 
sho  say,  **  Tho  harvest  is  passed,  the  winter  is  ended,  and 
we  are  not  saved." 

Yet  tho  good  men  still  left  in  Boston,  their  heart  not 
wholly  corrupt  with  politics  and  lust  of  gain,  rejoiced  that 
Boston  was  innocent  of  the  great  transgression  of  her 
sister-cities,  and  thought  of  the  proud  days  of  old.  But 
wily  men  came  hero :  it  was  alleged  Ihov  cumo  from  tho 
South.  They  went  round  to  tho  shops  of  jobbers,  fro  the  mills 
of  manufactures,  and  looked  at  largo  quantities  of  goods, 
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protending  a  desire  to  purchase  to  a  great  amount ;  now 
it  was  a  "  large  amount  of  domestics/'’  then  "  a  hundred 
thousand  dollars1  worth  of  locomotives.”  "  But  then,” 
said  tho  wily  rnen,  “  we  do  not  liko  to  purchase  hero ;  yon 
are  in  favour  of  the  dissolution  of  the  union.”  "  Oh,  no,” 
sava  the  Northerner ;  “  not  at  all.”  "  But  you  hate  th© 
South,”  rejoins  the  feigned  customer.  “  By  no  means,” 
retorts  the  dealer.  "But  you  have  not  sent  back  a  slave,” 
concludes  the  customer,  "  and  I  cannot  trade  with  you.” 

Tho  trick  was  tried  in  auroral  places,  and  succeeded., 
Tho  story  got  abroad ;  it  was  reported  that  "  largo  orders 
intended  for  Boston  had  been  sent  to  Now  York,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  Latter  city  in  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Bill.”  Trade  is  timid ;  gold  is  a  cowardly  metal  ; 
how  tho  tinsel  trembles  when  thero  is  thunder  in  tho  sky ! 
Employers  threatened  their  workmen :  “  You  must  not 
attend  anti-slavery  meetings,  nor  speak  against  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Bill.  Tho  Union  is  in  imminent  clangor.” 

Tho  country  was  much  moro  hostile  to  man-stealing  than 
tho  city :  it  mocked  at  tho  kidnappers.  "  Lot  them  try 
their  game  in  Essex  county,”  said  aomo  of  tho  newspapers 
in  that  quarter.  Thereupon  commercial  and  political 
journals  prepared  to  “  cut  off*  tho  supplies  of  tho  country,” 
and  "  reduce  the  farmers  and  mechanics  to  submission.” 
It  was  publicly  advised  that  Bosto  t  should  not  trade  with 
tho  obnoxious  towns  ;  nobody  m«  at  buy  shoes  at  Lynn. 
In  1774,  tho  Boston  Port  Bill  shut  up  our  harbour:  it  was 
a  punishment  for  making  tea  against  tho  law.  But  "  penu¬ 
rious  old  Salem,”  whose  enterprise  is  equalled  by  nothing 
but  her  "  severe  economy,”  opened  her  safe  and  com¬ 
modious  harbour  to  the  merchants  of  Boston,  with  no  cost 
of  wharfage  !  But  tho  Boston  of  1850  was  not  equal  to  tho 
"  penurious  old  Salem  ”  of  1774  ! 

It  was  now  indiapensablo  that  a  slave  should  be  sent 
back.  Trade  was  clamorous ;  tho  administration  were 
urgent;  tho  administration  of  Mr  Fillmore  was  in  peril; 
Mr  Webster’s  reputation  for  slave-hunting  was  at  stake ; 
tho  Union  was  in  danger ;  oven  tho  marshal's  commission 
was  on  tho  point  of 44  dissolution,”  it  is  said,  A  descent 
was  planned  upon  Now  Bedford,  where  tho  followers  of 
Fox  and  Penn  nad  long  hid  tho  outcast.  That  attempt 
came  to  nothing.  Tho  Vigilance  Committee  made  a  long 
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arm,  and  u  tolled  tlio  bell ”  of  Liberty  Hall  in  Now  Bedford. 
You  remember  the  ghastly  efforts  at  mirth  made  by  some 
newspapers  on  the  occasion.  “  The  Vigilance  Coinmitteo 
knows  every  thing/’  said  ono  of  the  kidnappers. 

It  now  became  apparent  that  Boston  must  furnish  the 
victim.  But  some  of  the  magistrates  of  Boston  thought 
the  marshal  was  too  clumsy  to  succeed,  and  offered  him 
the  aid  of  the  city.  So,  on  tho  night  of  the  third  of  April, 
Thomas  Sims  was  kidnapped  by  two  police-officers  of 
Boston,  pretending  to  the  bystanders  that  ho  was  making 
a  disturbance,  and  t«o  him  that  bo  was  arrested  for  theft. 
Ho  was  had  into  the  “  court ”  of  tho  kidnappers  tho  next 
morning,  charged  with  being  a  slave  and  a  fugitive. 

You  will  ask,  How  did  it  happen  that  Sims  did  not  re¬ 
sist  the  ruffians  who  seized  him  ?  He  did  resist ;  but  ho 
was  a  rash,  heedless  young  fellow,  and  had  a  most  unlucky 
knife,  which  knocked  at  a  kidnapper’s  bosom,  but  could 
not  open  the  door.  Ho  was  voiy  imperfectly-  armed.  Ho 
underwent  what  was  called  a  “  trial,”  a  trial  without “  duo 
form  of  law ;  ”  without  a  jury,  and  without  a  judge ;  before 
a  Slave  Act  Commissioner,  who  was  to  receive  twice  os 
much  for  sacrificing  a  victim  as  for  acquitting  a  man  !  The 
Slave  Commissioner  decided  that  Mr  Sims  was  a  slave.  I 
take  it,  nobody  beforehand  doubted  that  tho  decision 
would  be  against  the  man.  Tho  commissioner  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  five  dollars  more  for  such  a  decision.  Tho  law  was 
framed  with  exquisite  subtlety.  Five  dollars  is  a  small 
sum,  very  small;  but  things  are  great  or  little  by  com¬ 
parison. 

But,  in  doing  justice  to  this  remarkable  provision  of  the 
bill,  let  me  do  no  injustice  to  tho  commissioner,  who  de¬ 
cided  that  a  man  was  not  ft  man,  but  a  thing.  I  am  told 
that  he  would  not  kidnap  ft  man  for  fivo  dollars ;  I  am  told 
on  good  authority,  that  it  would  be  “no  temptation  to 
him.”  X  believe  it ;  for  he  also  is  “  a  man  and  a  brother.” 
I  have  heard  good  deeds  of  his  doing,  and  believe  that  ho 
did  them.  Total  depravity  does  not  got  incarnated  in  any 
man.  It  is  said  that  ho  refused  both  of  tho  fees  in  this 
case ;  the  one  for  the  u  examination,”  and  tho  other  for 
tho  actual  enslaving  of  Mr  Sims.  I  believe  this  also  :  there 
is  historical  precedent  on  record  for  casting  down  a  larger 
fee,  not  only  ten,  but  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  likewise  “  tho 
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price  of  blood/’  money  too  base  for  a  Jew  to  pat in.  the 
public  chest  eighteen  hundred  years  ago  ! 

A  noblo  defence  was  made  for  Mr  Sims  by  three  eminent 
lawyers,  Messrs  Charles  G.  Loring,  Robert  Ban  to  id,  Jr., 
and  Samuel  B.  Sewall,  all  honourable  and  able  men. 
Their  arguments  were  productions  of  no  common  merit. 
But  of  what  use  to  plead  law  in  such  a  u  court n  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill ;  to  appeal  to  the  Constitution,  when  the 
statute  is  designed  to  thwart  justice,  and  to  destroy  “  the 
blessings  of  liberty  ?  "  Of  what  avail  to  appeal  to  the 
natural  principles  of  right  before  the  tool  of  an  administra¬ 
tion  which  denies  that  there  is  any  law  of  God  higher  than 
the  schemes  of  a  politician  ?  It  all  came  to  nothing.  A 
reasonable  man  would  think  that  the  human  body  and 
soul  were  <c  free  papers  ”  from  the  Almighty,  sealed  with 
“  the  image  and  likeness  of  God ;  n  but,  of  course,  in  a 
kidnappers  “  court,”  such  a  certificate  is  of  no  value. 

You  all  know  the  publio  account  of  the  kidnapping  and 
u  trial  ”  of  Mr  Sima.  What  is  known  to  me  in  private,  it 
is  not  time  to  toil :  I  will  tell  that  to  your  chilaren ;  no  ! 
perhaps  your  grandchildren. 

You  know  that  the  arrest  was  illegal,  the  officers  of 
Massachusetts  being  forbidden  by  statute  to  help  arrest  a 
fugitive  slave.  Besides,  it  appears  that  they  had  no  legal 
warrant  to  make  the  arrest :  they  lied,  and  pretended  to 
arrest  him  for  another  alleged  offence.  He  was  on  “  trial  ” 
nino  days, — arraigned  before  a  Slave  Act  Commissioner, 
— and  never  saw  the  face  of  a  judge  or  any  judicial  officer 
but  once.  Before  ho  could  be  removed  to  slavery,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  should  bo  vio¬ 
lated  ;  that  its  letter  should  be  brokon ;  that  the  laws  of 
Massachusetts  should  bo  cloven  down ;  its  officers,  its 
courts,  and  its  people,  treated  with  contempt.  The  Fugi¬ 
tive  Slave  Bill  could  only  be  enforced  by  the  bayonet. 

You  remember  the  aspect  of  Boston,  from  the  fourth  of 
April  till  the  twelfth.  You  saw  the  chains  about  the  Court¬ 
house  j  you  saw  the  police  of  Boston,  bludgeons  in  their 
hands,  made  journeymen  kidnappers  against  their  will. 
Fbor  fellows !  I  pitied  them.  I  know  their  hearts.  Once 
on  a  terrible  time, — it  was  just  as  they  were  taking  Mr 
Sims  from  the  Court-house,  a  year  ago  this  day, — some¬ 
body  reproachod  them,  calling  them  names  Siting  their 
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cppduqt,  and  I  begged  him  to  demist;  a  poor  follow  cltitcb- 
}m4t **For  God's  sake  don't-  scold  us  :  wo 
M'fomi  Chan-  ycn-tlo  1  "  But  with  the  money  of  Boston 
against  them,  the  leading  clergy  defending  the  crimo 
against  human  nature,  the  city  government  using  its  brief 
authority,  squandering  the  treasure  of  Boston  and  its  in¬ 
toxicating  drink  for  the  same  purpose,  what  could  &  police 
officer  or  a  wafccbman  do  but  obey  orders  ?  They  did  it 
most  unwillingly  and  against  their  conscience. 

You  remember  the  conduct  of  the  courts  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  ;  the  Supreme  Court  seemed  to  love  the  chains  around 
the  Court-house ;  for  one  by  one  the  judges  bowed  and 
stooped  and  bent  and  cringed  and  curlod  and  crouched 
down,  and  crawled  under  the  chains-  Who  judges  justly 
must  himself  bo  free.  What  could  you  expect  of  a  court 
sitting  behind  chains;  of  judges  crawlmg  under  them  to 
go  to  their  own  place  ? — the  same  that  you  found.  It  was 
a  very  appropriate  spectacle, — the  Southern  chain  on  the 
neck  of  the  Massachusetts  Court.  If  the  Bay  State  were 
to  send  a  man  into  bondage,  it  was  proper  that  tho  Court¬ 
house  should  be  in  chains,  and  tho  judges  should  go 
under. 

You  remember  tho  “  soldiers  ”  called  out,  the  celebrated 
**  Sims  Brigade/'  liquored  at  Court  Square  and  lodged  at 
Fanouil  Hall.  Bo  yon  remember  when  soldiers  were  quar¬ 
tered  in  that  place  before  ?  It  was  in  1768,  when  hireling 
i(  regulars n  came,  slaves  themselves,  and  sent  by  the 
British  Ministry  to  “make  slaves  of  us  all;"  to  sheathe 
their  swords  "in  the  bowels  of  their  countrymen !”  That 
was  a  sight  for  the  eyes  of  John  Hancock, — tho  "  Sims 
Brigade/'  in  Paneuil  Hall,  called,  out  to  aid  a  Slav©  Act 
Commissioner  in  his  attempt  to  kidnap  one  of  bis  fellow- 
citizens  1  A  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Adams  drilled 
the  police  in  die  street.  Samuel  Adams  of  ihe  old  rime 
left  no  children.  We  h&vq  lost  the  true  names  of  men; 
only  Philadelphia  keeps  one. 

You  remember  the  looks  of  men  in  the  streets,  the  crowds 
that  filled,  up  Coijrfc  Square.  Men  came  in  from  the  coun¬ 
try, — came  a  hundred  miles  to  look  on ;  some  of  them  had 
fathers  who  fought  at  Lexington  and  Bunker  Bill.  They 
remembered  the  old  rimes,  when,  the  day  after  the  battle 
of  Lexington,  a  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  with  the  fire- 
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lock  at  the  shoulder,  took  the  road  from  Now  Ipswich  to 
Boston. 

You  have  not  forgotten  tho  articles  ia  tho  newspapers, 
Whig  and  Democratic  both  •  the  conduct  of  tho  “lead¬ 
ing  ”  churches  you  will  never  forgot. 

What  on  appropriate  time  that  would  have  been  for  tho 
Canadians  to  visit  tho  “  Athens  of  America/’  and  see  tho 
conduct  of  tho  “  freest  and  most  enlightened  people  in  tho 
w  ,d%  \”  If  the  great  Hungarian  could  have  come  at  that 
time,  ho  would  have  understood  tho  nature  of  “  our  pecu¬ 
liar  institutions at  least  of  our  political  men. 

You  remember  tho  decision  of  tho  circuit  judge, — him¬ 
self  soon  to  b©  summoned  by  death  before  tho  Judge  who 
is  no  respecter  of  persons, — not  allowing  tho  destined  vic¬ 
tim  his  last  hope,  "  the  great  writ  of  right."  Tho  decision 
left  him  entirely  at  tho  mercy  of  the  other  kidnappers. 
The  Court- room  was  crowded  with  “  respectable  people  " 
ct  gentlemen  of  property  and  standing they  received  tho 
decision  with  “  applause  and  tho  clapping  of  hands."  Seise 
a  lamb  out  of  tho  flock,  a  wolf  from  a  pack  of  wolve3,  the 
lambs  bleat  with  sympathy,  tho  wolves  howl  with  fellow¬ 
ship  and  fear  j  but  when  a  competitor  for  tho  Presidency 
sends  hack  to  eternal  bondage  a  poor,  friendless  negro, 
asking  only  his  limbs,  wealthy  gentlemen  of  Boston  ap¬ 
plaud  die  outrage, 

11 0  jttdgrasal !  -&ou  art  fled  to  brutish  beasts, 

And  men  bare  lent  tbdr  restsoa !" 

.  Yon  remember  still  tho  last  act  in  this  sad  tragedy, — 
tho  rendition  of  the  victim.  In  the  darkest  hour  of  the 
night  of  tho  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  April,  the  kidnappers 
took  him  from  his  jail  in  Court  Square,  weeping  as  he  left 
the  door.  Two  kindly  men  went  and  procured  the  poor 
iituvoring  boy  a  few  warm  garments  for  his  voyage :  I  will 
not  tell  their  names  j  perhaps  their  charity  was  “  treason,” 
and  u  levying  war.”  Both  of  tho  men  were  ministers,  and, 
had  not  forgotten  the  groat  human  word :  “  Inasmuch  as 
y©  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  don©  it  unto  me.”  The  chief  kidnappers  sur¬ 
rounded  Mr  Sims  with  a  troop  of  policemen,  armed  with 
naked  swords ;  that  troop  was  attended  by  a  larger  crew 
of  some  two  hundred  policemen,  armed  with  clubs.  They 
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conducted  him,  weeping  as  ho  wont,  towards  the  water¬ 
side  ;  fchoy  passed  tinder  the  eaves  of  the  old  State-house, 
which  had  rooked  with  the  eloquence  of  James  Otis,  and 
shaken  beneath  the  manly  tread  of  both  the  Adamses, 
whom  the  cannon  at  the  door  could  not  terrify,  and  whofo 
stops  awakened  the  nation.  They  took  him  over  the  spot 
where,  eighfcy-one  years  before,  tho  ground  had  drunk  in 
the  African  blood  of  Christopher  Afcfcucks,  shod  by  white 
men  on  the  fifth  of  March ;  brother's  blood  which  did  not 
cry  in  vain.  They  took  him  by  tho  spot  where  tho  citizens 
of  Massachusetts — some  of  their  descendants  were  again 
at  tho  place— scattered  the  taxed  tea  of  Great  Britain  to 
tho  waters  and  the  winds;  they  put  him  on  board  the 
u  Acorn,"  owned  by  a  merchant  of  Boston,  who,  once  bo- 
foro,  had  kidnapped  a  man  on  his  own  account,  and  sent  him 
off  to  the  perdition  of  slavery,  without  oven  tho  holp  of  a 
commissioner ;  a  merchant  to  whom  it  is  “  immaterial 
what  his  children  may  say  of  him  !" 

"  And  this  is  Massachusetts  liberty !  "  said  tho  victim 
of  tho  avarico  of  Boston.  No,  Thomas  Sims,  that  x&s  not 
“  Massachusetts  liberty ;"  it  was  all  the  liberty  which  the 

government  of  Massachusetts  wished  you  to  have;  it  was 
e  liberty  which  tho  city  government  presented  you ;  it 
was  tho  liberty  which  Daniel  Wobstor  deaignod  for  you. 
Tho  people  of  Massachusetts  still  believe  that  “  all  men 
are  bom  free  and  equal,"  and  "have  natural,  essential, 
and  unalienablo  rights  "  “  of  enjoying  and  defending  their 
lives  and  liberties,"  <f  of  seeking  and  obtaining  their  safety 
and  happiness."  Sven  tho  people  of  Boston  believe  that; 
but  certain  politicians  and  merchants,  to  whom  it  is  “  im¬ 
material  what  their  children  say  "  of  thorn, — they  wished 
you  to  bo  a  slave,  and  it  was  they  who  kidnapped  you. 

Some  of  you  remember  the  religious  meeting  held  on  the 
spot,  as  this  new  "  missionary  "  went  abroad  to  a  heathen 
land ;  tho  prayter  put  up  to  Him  who  made  of  ono  blood  all 
nations  of  tho  earth  ;  the  hymns  sung.  They  sung  then, 
who  never  sung  before,  their  "  Missionary  Hymn : " 

**  From  maar  a  Southern  river 
A  ad  field  of  regar-cane, 

Tfe^r  call  tu  to  deliver 
T  irir  lend  from  riavery**  chain.” 

On  tho  spot  where  tho  British  soldiers  slow  Christopher' 
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Attacks  in  1770,  other  men  of  Boston  resolved  to  hold  a 
religious  meeting  that  night.  They  were  thrust  out  of  the 
hall  they  had  engaged.  The  next  day  was  the  Christian 
sabbath ;  and  at  night  a  meeting  was  held  in  a  “  largo 
upper  room,”  a  meeting  for  mutual  condolence  and  prayer. 
You  will  not  soon  forget  the  hymns,  the  Scriptures,  the 
speeches,  and  the  pravers  of  that  night.  This  assombly  is 
one  of  tho  results  of  that  little  gathering. 

Well,  all  of  that  you  knew  before ;  this  you  do  not 
know.  Thomas  Sims,  at  Savannah,  had  a  fair  and  hand¬ 
some  woman,  by  tho  courtesy  of  the  master  called  his 
“wife.”  Sims  loved  his  wife;  and,  when  ho  came  to 
Boston,  wrote,  and  told  her  of  his  hiding-place,  tho  number 
in  tho  street,  and  tho  name  of  the  landlord.  His  wife  had 
a  paramour ;  that  is  a  very  common  thing.  The  slave  is 
“a  chattel  personal,  to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  pur¬ 
poses  whatsoever.”  By  the  law  of  Georgia,  no  female  slave 
owns  her  own  virtue ;  single  or  married,  it  is  all  tho  samo. 
This  African  Delilah  told  her  paramour  of  her  husband’s 
hiding-place.  Blame  hor  not :  perhaps  she  thought  "  the 
Union  is  in  peril  this  hour,”  and  wisaed  to  savo  it.  Yet 
I  doubt  that  she  would  pend  back  her  own  mothor ;  the 
African  woman  does  not  come  to  that ;  only  a  Doctor  of 
Divinity  and  Chaplain  of  tho  Navy.  I  do  not  suppose  she 
thought  she  was  doing  her  husband  any  harm  in  tolling  of 
his  escape ;  nay,  it  is  likely  that  her  joy  was  so  full,  she 
could  not  hold  it  in.  Tho  Philistine  had  ploughed  with 
Sims's  heifer,  and  found  out  his  riddle :  the  paramour  told 
tho  master  Sims's  secret :  the  master  sent  the  paramour  of 
Mr  Sims’s  wife  to  Boston  to  bring  back  the  husband !  He 
was  very  welcome  in  this  city,  and  got  a  the  best  of  legi 1 
advice”  at  a  celebrated  office  in  Court-street,!  Boston 
said,  “  God  speed  the  paramour  1  ”  the  government  of 
Massachusetts,  “  God  speed  tho  crime  I  ”  Money  came  to 
the  pockets  of  the  kidnappers ;  the  paramour  went  home, 
his  object  accomplished,  and  the  master  was  doubtless 
grateful  to  tho  city  of  Boston,  which  honoured  thus  the  piety 
of  its  founders ! 

Ho  was  take  ,  back  to  Georgia  in  tho  "  Acorn ;  ”  somo 
of  the  bettor  sort  of  kidnappers  went  with  him  to  Savannah ; 
tboro  Sima  was  pot  in  jail,  and  they  received  a  public 
dinner.  You  know  tho  reputation  of  tho  men ;  tho  work- 
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men  were  worthy  of  their  meat.  In  jail,  2Ir  Sims  was 
treated  with  great  severity  ;  not  allowed  to  soo  his  relatives, 
not  erven  his  mother.  It  is  said  that  he  was  tortured  every¬ 
day  with  a  certain  number  of  stripes  on  his  naked  back ; 
that  his  master  once  offered  to  remit  part  of  tho  cruelty,  if 
he  would  ask  pardon  for  running  away.  Tho  man  refused, 
and  took  the  added  blows.  Ono  day,  the  jail-doctor  told 
the  master  that  Sims  was  too  ill  to  bear  more  stripes.  The 
master  said,  “  Damn  him  1  give  h»m  tho  lashes,  if  ho 
dies ;  ” — and  tho  lashes  fell.  Be  not  troubled  at  that ;  a 
slave  is  only  a  u  chattel  personal.”  Those  blows  were  laid 
on  by  the  speakers  of  tho  Union  meeting ;  it  was  only  “  to 
save  tho  Union.”  I  have  seen  a  clerical  certificate,  setting 
forth  that  tho  "  owner  ”  of  Mr  Sims  was  an  “  excellent 
Christian,”  and  “  uncommonly  nious.”  When  a  clergyman 
would  send  back  bis  own  motner,  such  conduct  u  sacra¬ 
mental  in  a  layman. 

When  Thomas  Sims  was  unlawfully  seized,  and  detained 
in  custody  against  the  law,  the  governor  of  Massachusetts 
was  in  Boston ;  tho  legislature  was  in  session.  It  seems  to 
me  it  was  their  duty  to  protect  tho  man,  and  enforce  tho 
laws  of  the  State ;  but  they  did  no  such  thing. 

As  that  failed,  it  seems  to  mo  that  tho  noxt  thing  was 
for  the  public  to  come  together  in  a  vast  multitude,  and 
toko  their  brother  out  of  tho  hands  of  his  kidnappers, 
and  set  him  at  liberty.  On  tho  morning  of  tho  sixth  of 
March,  1770,  tho  day  after  the  Boston  Massacre,  Fauouil 
Hall  could  not  hold  tho  town-meeting.  They  adjourned 
to  tho  Old  South,  and  demanded  11  tho  immediate  removal 
of  tho  troops ;  ”  at  sundown  there  was  “  not  a  rod-coat  in 
Boston.”  But  tho  people  in  this  caso  did  no  such  thing. 

Tho  next  thing  was  for  tho  Vigilance  Committee  to  de¬ 
liver  the  man :  tho  country  baa  never  forgiven  tho  com¬ 
mittee  for  not  doing  it.  I  am  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Vigilance  Committee ;  I  cannot  now  re¬ 
late  all  that  was  dono,  all  that  was  attempted.  I  will  tell 
that  when  tho  time  oomea.  Yet  I  think  you  will  believe 
mo  when  I  say  the  Vigilance  Committee  did  all  they  could. 
But  see  some  of  the  difficulties  in  their  way. 

There  was  in  Boston  a  largo  number  of  crafty,  rich,  de¬ 
signing,  and  “  respectablo  ”  men,  who  wanted  &  man  kid¬ 
napped  in  Boston,  and  sent  into  slavery,'  they  wanted 
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that  for  the  basest  of  purposes, — for  the  sake  of  money ; 
fchoy  wanted  the  namo  of  it,  tho  reputation  of  kidnapping 
a  man.  They  protected  the  kidnappers, — foreign  ana  do¬ 
mestic  ;  egge'  them  on,  feasted  tnem.  It  has  been  said 
that  fifteen  hundred  men  volunteered  to  escort  their  victim 
out  of  the  State;  that  somo  of  them  are  rich  men.  I 
think  tho  majority  of  tho  middle  class  of  men  wore  in 
ravour  of  freedom ;  but,  in  Boston,  what  is  a  man  without 
money  i  and,  if  ho  has  money,  who  cares  how  base  his 
character  may  bo  ?  You  demand  moral  character  only  of 
a  clergyman.  Some  of  the  richest  men  were  strongly  in 
favour  of  freedom ;  but,  alas  j  not  many,  and  for  tho  most 
part  they  wero  silent. 

The  city  government  of  that  period  I  do  not  like  to 
speak  of.  It  offers  to  a  man,  as  cool  os  I  am,  a  tempta¬ 
tion  to  use  language  which  a  gentleman  does  not  wish  to 
apply  to  any  descendant  of  tho  human  race.  But  that 
government,  encouraging  its  thousand  and  five  hundred 
ulogal  groggeries,  and  pretending  a  real  for  law,  was  for 
kidnapping  a  man ;  so  tho  police-iorc©  of  the  city  was  un¬ 
lawfully  put  to  that  work ;  soldiers  wore  called  out ;  the 
money  of  tho  city  flowed  freely,  and  its  rum.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  the  kidnapping  was  at  all  disagreeable  to  tho 
“conscience”  of  tho  city  government;  they  seemed  to 
like  it,  and  tho  consequences  thereof. 

The  prominont  clergy  of  Boston  were  on  the  same  side. 
Tho  dollar  demanded  that ;  and  whither  it  went,  thither 
wont  they.  “  Like  people,  liko  priest,”  was  a  proverb  two 
thousand  five  hundred  years  ago,  and  is  likely  to  hold  its 
edge  for  a  long  timo  to  come.  Still  there  were  somo  very 
noble  men  among  tho  ministers  of  Boston  :  we  found  them 
in  all  denominations. 

Then  tho  courts  of  Massachusetts  refused  to  iasuo  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  They  did  not  afford  tho  smallest 
protection  to  the  poor  victim  of  Southern  tyranny. 

Not  a  sheriff  could  l>o  got  to  serve  a  writ ;  th&  high 
sheriff  refused,  all  his  deputies  held  back.  Who  could 
expect  them  to  do  their  duty  when  all  else  failed  ? 

The  Legislature  was  then  in  session.  They  sat  from 
January  till  May.  They  knew  that  eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-five  citizens  of  Massachusetts  had  no 
protection  but  publio  opinion,  and  in  Boston  that  opinion 
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was  against  them.  They  saw  four  hundred  citizens  of 
Boston  floe  off  for  safety  j  they  saw  Shadroch  captured  in 
Boston  ;  they  saw  him  kidnapped,  and  put  in  jail  against 
their  own  law ;  thoy  saw  the  streets  filled  with  soldiers  to 
break  tho  laws  of  Massachusetts,  the  police  of  Boston  em¬ 
ployed  in  tho  same  cause  ;  they  saw  tho  sheriffs  refuse  to 
servo  a  writ ;  thoy  saw  Thomas  Sims  kidnapped  and  car¬ 
ried  from  Boston ;  and,  in  all  the  five  months  of  tho  session, 
they  did  not  pass  a  law  to  prot  *  i  their  fellow-citizons ; 
they  did  not  evon  pass  a  ft  resolution  ”  against  tho  exten¬ 
sion  of  slavery  l  Tho  Senate  had  a  committeo  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  affair  in  Boston.  They  sat  in  tho  Senate-hall, 
and  were  continually  insulted  by  tho  vulgarest  of  men; 
insulted  not  only  with  impudence,  but  impunity,  by  men 
who  confessed  that  thoy  wero  violating  the  laws  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Massachusetts  had  thon  a  governor  who  said  ho  “  would 
not  harbour  a  fugitivo  slave.  What  did  he  do  ?  He  sat 
as  idle  as  a  feether  in  tho  chair  of  state ;  ho  loft  tho  sheriffs 
as  idle  os  he.  Whilo  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  were  broken 
ni.no  days  running,  tho  successor  of  John  Hancock  sat  as 
idle  as  a  feather  in  tho  chair  of  state,  and  let  kidnapping 
go  on  l  X  hate  to  say  these  things.  The  governor  is  a 
yonng  man,  not  without  virtues ;  but  think  of  such  things 
in  Massachusetts  1 

This  is  my  public  defence  of  tho  Vigilance  Committee. 
Tho  private  defence  shall  come,  if  I  livo  long  enough. 

It  was  on  tho  nineteenth  day  of  April  that  Thomas  Sims 
was  landed  at  Savannah,  and  put  in  the  public  jail  of  tho 
city.  Do  you  know  what  that  day  stands  for  in  your 
calendar  ?  Some  of  your  fathers  knew  very  well.  Ton 
miles  from  here  is  a  little  monument  atDoxington,  “  sacred  to 
liberty  and  tho  rights  of  mankind,”  tolling  that  on  tho  19th 
of  April,  1775,  some  noble  men  stood  up  against  tho  army 
of  England,  “  fired  tho  shoi.  heard  round  tho  world,”  and 
laid  down  their  lives  u  in  tho  sacred  cause  of  God  and 
their  country.”  Six  miles  further  off  is  another  little  monu¬ 
ment  at  Concord ;  two  miles  further  back,  a  third,  all 
dating  from  tho  aamo  day.  Tho  war  of  revolution  began 
at  licorington,  to  end  at  Yorkfcown.  Its  first  battle  was  on 
the  nineteenth  of  April.  Hancock  and  Adams  lodged  at 
I/oxingtoa  with  the  minister.  One  raw  morning,  a  little 
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after  daybreak,  a  tall  man,  with  a  largo  forehead  trader  a 
three-cornered  hat-,  drew  up  his  company  of  seventy  men 
on  the  green,  farmers  and  mochruics  like  himself ;  only 
ono  is  left  now,  the  boy  who  “  played  ”  the  men  to  the  spot. 
They  wheeled  into  lino  to  wait  for  the  regulars.  Tho  cap¬ 
tain  ordered  every  man  to  load  "  his  piece  with  powder  and 
ball.”  “  Don’t  fire,”  r.'ero  his  words,  “  unless  fired  upon ; 
but,  if  they  want  a  war,  lot  it  begin  here.” 

Tho  regulars  camo  on.  Some  Americans  offered  to  run 
away  from  thoir  post.  Tho  captain  said,  “  I  will  order  tho 
first  man  shot  dead  that  leaves  his  place.”  Tho  English 
commander  cried  out,  “  Disperse,  you  rebels ;  la^  down 
your  arms  and  disperse.”  Not  a  man  stirred.  “  Disperse, 
yon  damned  rebels !  ”  shouted  ho  again.  Not  a  man 
stirred.  Ho  ordered  tho  vanguard  to  fire ;  they  did  so, 
but  over  tho  beads  of  our  fathers.  Thon  tho  whole  main 
body  levelled  their  pieces,  and  there  was  need  of  ten  new 
graves  in  Lexington.  A  few  Americans  returned  the  shot. 
British  blood  stained  the  early  grass,  which  “  waved  with 
tho  wild.”  “Disperse  and  take  care  of  yourselves,”  was 
tho  cap  tain’ 8  last  command  !  And,  after  the  British  fired 
their  third  round,  thore  lay  the  dead,  and  there  stood  tho 
soldiers ;  there  was  a  battle-field  between  England  and 
America,  novor  to  bo  forgot,  never  to  bo  covered  over. 
Tho  “  mother-country”  of  Sio  morning  was  the  “enemy  ”  at 
sunrise.  “  Oh,  what  a  glorious  morning  is  this  !  ”  said 
Samuel  Adams. 

Tho  nineteenth  of  A.pril  was  a  good  day  for  Boston* 
to  land  a  fugitive  slave  at  Savannah,  and  put  him  in  jail, 
because  ho  claimed  his  liberty.  Some  of  you  had  fathers 
in  tho  battle  of  Lexington,  many  of  you  relations  ;  some  of 
you,  I  think,  keep  trophies'  from  that  day,  won  at  Concord 
or  at  Lexington.  I  have  seen  such  things, — powder-horns, 
shoo-buckles,  a  firelock,  and  other  things,  from  tho  nine¬ 
teenth  of  April,  1775.  Hero  is  a  Boston  trophy  from 
April  nineteenth,  1851.  This  is  tho  coat  of  Thomas  Sims.* 
Ho  wore  it  on  tho  third  of  April  last.  Look  at.  it.  You 
see  ho  did  not  give  up  with  alacrity,  nor  easily  “  conquor  ’’ 
his  “prejudices”  for  liberty.  Soo  how  they  rent  the 
sleeve  away  1  His  coat  was  tom  to  tatters.  “  And  this 
is  Massachusetts  liberty  1  ” 

•  licit)  the  coat  va*  exhibited, 
vox.,  v.  H 
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Let  tho  kidnappers  come  up  and  say,  u  Massachusetts  1 
knowesfc  ikon  whether  this  bo  thy  son’s  coat  or  not-  ?  ” 

Lot  Massachusetts  answer :  l<  It  is  my  son’s  coat !  An 
evil  beast  hath  devoured  him.  Thomas  is  without  doubt 
rent  in  pieces  I  ” 

Yea,  Massachusetts  I  that  is  right.  It  was  an  ovil 
boast  that  devoured  him,  worse  than  the  lion  which  comes 
up  from  the  swelling  of  Jordan :  it  was  a  kidnapper. 
Thomas  was  rent  with  whips  I  Go,  Massachusetts  1  keep 
thy  trophies  from  Lexington.  I  will  keep  this  to  remind  mo 
of  Boston,  and  her  dark  places,  which  are  full  of  cruelty. 

After  the  formation  of  the  Union,  a  monument  was 
erected  at  Beacon  Iliii,  to  commemorate  the  chief  events 
which  led  to  tho  American  Bovoiution,  and  helped  secure 
liberty’-  and  independence.  Some  of  you  remember  the 
inscriptions  thereon.  If  a  monument  were  built  to  com¬ 
memorate  tho  events  which  ore  connected  with  tho  recent 
“  Salvation  of  tho  Union,”  tho  inscriptions  might  bo  :  — 

TJnica  saved  by  Daniel  Webster’*  Speed*  at  Washington,  March  7,  1 8-50. 
Union  caved  by  Daniel  Webster’ a  Speech  at  Boston,  April  SO,  1850. 

Union  saved  by  tho  Passage  of  tba  Fugitive  Slave  Bill,  Sept.  18,  1B50. 

Union  saved  by  the  arrival  of  Kidnapper  Hughes  at  Boston,  Oct.  19.  1850. 
Union  saved  by  the  "  Union  Meeting"  at  Pan  cull  Hall,  Hot.  20,  1850. 

Union  aswsd  by  kidnapping:  Thomas  Sima  at  Bouton,  April  3,  1851. 

Union  saved  by  the  Rendition  of  Thomsts  Sims  at  Bavshnab,  April  10,  1851. — 

Oh,  uthal  a  gforfom  wrw'Ky  it  (hit  /" 

Sinur  PArntncs  bit  Dhus  Noma.* 

The  groat  deeds  of  tbs  American  Be  volution  were  also 
commemorated  by  medals.  The  Boston  kidnapping  is 
worthy  of  such  commemoration,  and  would  be  an  appro¬ 
priate  subject  for  a  medal,  wlich  might  bear  on  one  side  a 
bas-relief  of  the  last  scene  of  that  act :  tho  Court-house  in 
chains ;  the  victim  in  tho  hollow  square  of  Boston  police, 
their  swords  and  bludgeons  in  their  hands.  The  motto 
might  be — The  Gmrat  Oiwect  op  Government  is  the  Pro¬ 
tection  Of  Property  HoMit.f  Tho  other  side  might  bear 
a  Boston  church,  surrounded  by  shops  and  taverns  taller 
than  itself,  with  the  twofold  inscription :  No  Hioeeb  Law  ; 
and,  I  would  send  back  my  own  Mother. 

What  a  change  from  tho  Boston  of  John  Hancock  to  the 

*  The  Loiin  ward#  are  ths  Motto  cm  the  Seal  of  Boston, 
f  Remark  of  Mr  Webster. 
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Boston  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill ;  from  the  town  which 
hung  Grenville  and  Husko  in  effigy,  to  the  city  which  ap- 

£  roved  Mr  Webster’s  speech  in  defence  of  slave- patching ! 

oaten  tolled  her  bells  for  the  Stamp  Act,  and  fired  a  hun¬ 
dred  holiday  cannons  for  the  Slave  Act !  Massachusetts, 
all  New  England,  has  been  deeply  guilty  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-tr.vde.  An  exile  from  Germany  finds  the  chief  street 
of  Newport  paved  by  a  fax  of  ten  dollars  a  head  on  all  tho 
slaves  landed  there ;  the  little  town  sent  out  Christian  Now 
England  rura,  and  brought  home  heathen  men — for  sale. 
Slavery  came  to  Boston  with  tho  first  settlers.  In  1639, 
Josselyn  found  here  a  negro  woman  in  bondage  refusing 
to  become  tho  mother  of  slaves.  There  was  much  to  pal¬ 
liate  the  offence  :  all  northern^Europo  was  stained  with  the 
crime.  It  did  not  end  in  Westphalia  till  1789.  But  tho 
consciences  of  New  England  never  slept  easy  under  that 
sin.  Before  1641,  Massachusetts  ordered  that  a  slave 
should  bo  set  free  after  seven  years'  service,  reviving  a 
merciful  ordinance  of  tho  half- barbarous  Hebrews  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  before  Christ.  In  1645,  tho  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  sent  back  to  Guinea  two  black  men  illegally 
enslaved,  and  made  a  law  forbidding  the  sale  of  slaves, 
except  captives  in  war,  or  men  sentenced  to  sale  for 
crime.  Even  they  were  set  free  after  seven  years’  service. 
Still  slavery  always  existed  hero,  spite  of  the  law ;  the 
newspapers  once  contained  advertisements  of  “  negro- 
babies  to  bo  given  away”  in  Boston !  Yet  New  England 
never  loved  slavery  :  hard  and  cruel  as  the  Puritans  were, 
they  had  some  respect  for  the  letter  of  tiro  New  Testament. 
In  1700,  Samuel  Bewail  protested  against  te  the  selling  of 
Joseph as  another  Sowall,  in  1851,  protested  agamst 
tho  selling  of  Thomas.  There  was  a  great  controversy 
about  slavery  in  Massachusetts  in  1766;  even  Harvard 
College  took  an  interest  in  freedom,  setting  its  young  men 
to  look  at  the  rights  of  man !  In  1 767,  a  bill  was  introduced 
to  the  General  Assembly  to  prevent  “  the  unnatural  and 
unwarrantable  ctiatem  of  enslaving  mankind.”  It  was 
killed  by  tho  Hunkers  of  that  time.  In  1774,  a  bill  of  a 
similar  character  passed  the  Assembly,  but  was  crushed 
by  the  veto  of  Governor  Hutchinson. 

•  In  1788,  three  men  were  illegally  kidnapped  at  Boston 
by  <e  one  Avery,  a  native  of  Connecticut,”  and  carried  off 
!<• 
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to  Marti nico.  Then  wo  had  John  Hancock  for  governor, 
and  ho  wrote  to  all  tho  governors  of  tho  West  India  Islands 
in  favour  of  tho  poor  creatures.  Tho  Boston  Association 
of  Congregational  Ministers  petitioned  tho  Legislature  to 
prohibit  Massachusetts  ships  from  engaging  in  tho  foreign 
or  domestic  slave- trade.  Dr  Belknap  was  a  member  of 
tho  Association, — a  man  worthy  to  havo  Channing  for  a 
successor  to  his  humanity.  Tho  legislature  passed  a  bill 
for  tho  purpose.  In  July  the  three  men  were  brought 
back  from  tne  West  Indies  :  Dr  Belknap  says,  "  It  was  a 
day  of  jubilee  for  all  tho  friends  of  justice  and  humanity/7 

What  a  change  from  tho  legislature,  clergy,  and  governor 
of  1788  to  that  of  1851  !  Alas  I  men  do  not  gather  figs 
of  thistles.  Tho  imitators  of  this  Avery  save  tho  Union 
now  :  ho  saved  it  before  it  was  formed.  How  is  the  faithful 
city  become  a  harlot !  It  was  full  of  judgment :  righteous¬ 
ness  lodged  in  it,  hut  now  murderers. 

What  is  the  causo  of  this  disastrous  change  !  It  is  tho 
excessive  love  of  money  which  has  taken  possession  of  the 
leading  men.  In  1776,  General  Washington  said  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  :  "  Notwithstanding  all  the  public  spirit  $hat  is 
ascribed  to  this  people,  there  is  no  nation  under  the  sun 
that  I  over  camo  across,  which  pays  greater  adoration  to 
money  than  they  do/7  What  would  ho  say  now  ?  Selfish¬ 
ness  and  covetousness  havo  flowed  into  the  commercial 
capital  of  New  England,  seeking  their  fortune.  Boston  is 
now  a  shop,  with  tho  aim  of  a  shop,  and  tho  morals  of  a 
shop,  and  tho  politics  of  a  shop. 

Thomas  Jefferson  said  :  Governments  are  instituted 
amongst  men  to  secure  the  natural  and  unalienablo  right 
to  lifo,  liberty,  and  tho  pursuit  of  happiness.  All  America 
said  so  on  tho  fourth  of  July,  1776.  But  wo  havo  changed 
all  that.  Daniel  Webster  said,  at  Now  York,  1850  :  “  Tho 
great  object  of  government  is  tho  protection  of  property 
at  homo,  and  respect  nntf  renown  abroad.77  John  Hancock 
had  some  property  to  protect;  but  ho  said  tho  design  of 
government  is  "  security  to  tho  persons  and  tho  properties 
of  tho  governed/7  Ho  put  tho  persons  first,  and  the  pro¬ 
perty  afterwards ;  tho  substance  of  man  beforo  his  acci¬ 
dents.  Hancock  said  again  :  “  It  is  tho  indispensable  duty 
of  every  membor  of  society  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  him 
lies,  tho  prosperity  of  every  individual/7  Tho  governor  of 
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Massachusetts  says,  “  I  would  not  harbour  a  fugitive.”  A 
clergyman  says,  I  would  send  back  my  own  mother !  If 
tho  great  object  of  government  is  the  protection  of  pro¬ 
perty,  why  should  a  governor  personally  harbour  a  fugitive, 
or  officially  protect  nine  thousand  coloured  men?  Why 
should  not  a  clorgyman  send  to  slavery  his  mother,  to  save 
tho  Union,  or  to  /save  a  bank,  or  to  gain  a  chaplaincy  in. 
tho  navy  ?  But,  if  this  bo  so,  then  what  a  mistake  it  war 
in  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  say,  "A  man’s  life  conaistoth  not 
in  tho  abundance  of  things  that  ho  poasesseth  !  ”  Yerily 
tho  meat  is  more  than  tho  life ;  tho  body  less,  than  raiment  i 
Christ  was  mistaken  in  his  “  beware  of  covetousness :  ”  ho 
should  have  said,  Bowaro  of  philanthropy ;  drive  off  a 
fugitive ;  send  back  your  mother  to  bondage.  Blessed  are 
tho  kidnappers,  for  they  shall  bo  called  tho  children  of 
Cod.” 

Even  Thom".,*  Paine  had  a  Christianity  which  would  choke 
at  the  infidelity  and  practical  atheism  taught  in  tho  blessed 
narno  of  Jesus  in  the  Boston  churches  of  commerce  to-day. 
Tho  gospel  relates  that  Jesus  laid  his  hands  on  men  to  bless 
them — on  the  deaf,  and  fchoy  heard ;  on  tho  dumb,  and 
they  spoke;  on  tho  blind,  and  they  saw;  on  tho  lame, 
and  they  walked ;  on  tho  maimed  and  the  sick,  and  they 
wore  whole.  But  Christian  Boston  lays  its  hand  on  a  whole 
and  free  man,  and  straightway  he  owns  no  eyes,  no  ears, 
no  tongue,  no  hands,  no  foot :  he  is  a  slave ! 

In  17/61,  the  Massachusetts  of  John  Hancock  would  not 
pay  three  pence  duty  on  a  pound  of  tea,  to  have  all  tho 

Srotection  of  tho  British  Crown :  ninety  years  later,  tho 
Boston  of  Daniel  Webster,  to  secure  tho  traoe  of  tho  South, 
and  a  dim,  delusive  hope  of  a  protective  tariff,  will  pay 
any  tax  in  men.  It  is  no  now  thing  for  her  citizens  to  bo 
imprisoned  at  Charleston  and  Now  Orleans,  because  they 
are  black.  Whac  merchant  cares  ?  It  does  not  interrupt 
trade.  Five  citizens  of  Massachusetts  have  just  been  sent 
into  bondage  by  a  Southern  Stato.  Of  what  consequence 
is  that  to  tho  politicians  of  tho  commonwealth  ?  Our  pro¬ 
perty  is  worth  six  hundred  million  dollars.  But  how  much 
is  a  man  worth  loss  than  a  dollar*  I  Tho  penny  wisdom  of 
"  Poor  Bichard  ”  is  tho  great  gospel  to  the  city  which 
cradled  tho  benevolence  of  Franklin. 

Boston  capitalists  do  not  hesitate  to  own  Southern  plant- 
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ations,  and  buy  and  sell  men ;  Boston  merchants  do  not 
scrapie  to  let  their  ship  for  the  domestic  slavo-trado,  and 
carry  the  child  from  hia  mother  in  Baltimore,  to  soli  him 
to  a  planter  in  Louisiana  or  Alabama ;  somo  of  thorn  glory 
in  kidnapping  their  fellow-citizens  in  Boston.  Most  of  the 
clave- ships  in  the  Atlantic  are  commanded  by  New  Eng¬ 
land  men.  A  few  years  ago,  one  was  seized  by  the  British 
government  at  Africa,  “  full  of  slavos ;  ”  it  was  owned  in 
Boston,  had  a  u  clearance  "  from  our  harbour,  and  left  its 
namo  on  the  books  of  tho  instiranco  offices  hero.  The  con¬ 
trolling  men  of  Boston  have  done  much  to  promote,  to 
extend,  and  to  perpetuate  slavery.  Why  not,  if  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  property  be  tho  great  object  of  government  ? 
why  not,  if  interest  is  before  justice  ?  why  not,  if  tho 
higher  law  of  God  is  to  be  sneered  at  in  state  and  church  ? 

When  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  passed,  tho  six  New  Eng¬ 
land  States  lay  fast  asleep :  Massachusetts  slept  soundly, 
her  head  pillowed  on  her  unsold  bales  of  cotton  and  of 
woollen  goods,  dreaming  of  “  orders  from  tho  South/' 
Justice  camo  to  woken  tier,  and  whisper  of  tho  peril  of 
nine  thousand  citizens ;  and  sho  started  in  her  sleep,  and, 
being  frighted,  swore  a  prayer  or  two,  then  'dept  again. 
But  Boston  woke, — sleeping,  in  her  shop,  with  ears  open, 
and  hor  eye  on  the  market,  her  hand  on  her  purse,  dream¬ 
ing  of  goods  for  sale, — Boston  woke  broadly  up,  and  fired 
a  hundred  guns  for  joy.  0  Boston,  Boston !  if  thou  couldst 
havo  known,  in  that  thine  hour,  the  things  which  belong 
unto  thy  peace !  But  no :  they  were  hidden  from  her  eyes. 
Sho  had  prayed  to  her  god,  to  money ;  ho  granted  her  tho 
request,  out  sent  leanness  into  her  soul. 

Yet  at  first  I  did  not  believofchat  tho  Fugitivo  SlavoBill 
could  bo  executed  in  Boston ;  even  the  firing  of  tho  can¬ 
nons  did  not  convince  me;  I  did  not  think  men  bad 
enough  for  that  I  knew,  something  of  wickodness ;  I 
knewVhafc  lovo  of  money  could  do ;  I  had  soon  it  blind 
moat  venerable  eyes.  I  knew  Boston  was  a  Tory  town  ; 
the  character  of  upstart  Tories — I  thought  I  know  that : 
tho  man  just  risen  from  tho  gutter  knocks  down  him  that 
is  rising.  But  I  know  also  tho  ancient  history  of  Boston. 
I  remembered  the  first  commissioner  we  ever  had  in  Now 
England, — Sir  Edmund  Andros,  sent  here  by  the  worst 
of  the  Stuarts  “  to  rob  us  of  our  charters  in  North  America." 
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Ho  was  a  terrible  tyrant.  The  liberty  of  Connecticut  fled 
into  the  “  Great  oak  at  Hartford :  ” — 

“Th«  Clu  .“ter  Oak  it  was  the  tree 
That  aired  our  ble**64  liberty." 

“  All  Connecticut  was  in  the  oak.”  But  Massachusetts 
laid  her  hands  on  the  commissioner, — ho  was  her  governor 
also, — put  him  in  jail,  and  sent  him  homo  for  trial  in  lt>89. 
William  of  Orange  thought  we  "  served  him  right”  The 
narno  of  “  commissioner  ”  has  always  had  an  odious  mean¬ 
ing  to  my  mind.  I  did  not  think  a  commissioner  at  kid¬ 
napping  men  would  faro  better  than  Sir  Edmund  kidnap¬ 
ping  charters.  I  remembered  the  Writs  of  Assistance,  and 
thought  of  Jame3  Otis;  tho  Stamp  Act,  “Adams  and 
Liberty  ”  carao  to  my  mind.  I  did  not  forget  the  way  our 
fathers  made  tea  with  salt  water.  I  looked  up  at  that  tall 
obelisk ;  I  took  courage,  and  havo  since  reverenced  that 
“  monument  of  piled  stones.”  I  could  not  think  Mr  Web¬ 
ster  wanted  the  law  enforced,  spite  of  his  speeches  and 
letters.  It  was  too  bad  to  bo  true  of  him.  I  knew  ho  was 
a  bankrupt  politician,  in  desperate  political  circumstances, 
gaming  for  the  Presidency,  with  tho  probability  of  getting 
tho  vote  of  tho  county  of  Suflolk,  and  no  more.  I  know 
ho  was  not  rich  :  his  past  history  showed  that  ho  would  do 
almost  anything  for  inonoy,  which  ho  seems  as  covetous  to 
get  as  prodigal  to  spend.  I  know  that  “  a  man  in  falling 
will  catch  at  a  red-hot  iron  hook.”  I  saw  why  Mr  Webster 
caught  at  the  Fugitive  Slavo  Bill :  it  was  a  great  fall  from 
the  coveted  and  imaginary  Presidency  down  to  actual 
private  life  at  Marshfield.  It  was  a  great  fall.  Tho  Slavo 
Act  was  tho  red-hot  iron  hook  to  a  man  “  falling  liko  Luci¬ 
fer,  never  to  hope  again.”  Tho  temptation  was  immense. 
I  could  not  think  he  meant  to  hold  on  there ;  ho  did  often 
relax  his  grasp,  yet  only  to  clutch  it  tho  tighter.  I  did  not 
liko  to  think  ho  had  a  bad  heart.  I  hoped  ho  would  shrink 
from  blasting  tho  head  of  a  einglo  fugitive  from  that  dread¬ 
ful  “  thunder  ”  of  his  speech ;  that  ho  would  not  liko  to 
execute  his  own  law.  Mon  in  Boston  said  it  could  not  bo 
executed.  Even  cruel  moa  that  I  knew  shuddered  at  the 
thought  of  kidnapping  a  man  who  fills  their  glussea  with 
wiuo.  Tho  law  was  not  fit  to  bo  executed :  that  was  the 
general  opinion  in  Boston  at  first.  So,  when  kidnapper 
Hughes  camo  hero  for  William  Croft,  even  the  commissioner 
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applied  to  was  a  lit tl o  shy  of  tho  business.  Yet  that 
com  mb  .do  tier  is  not  a  very  scrupulous  man.  I  mean  in 
tbo  various  parties  ho  has  wriggled  through,  lie  baa  not 
left  the  reputation  of  any  excessive  and  maidenly  coyness 
in  moral  matters,  and  a  genius  for  excessive  scrupulous  ness 
(ia  to  means  or  ends.  Even  a  hunker  minister  informed 
mo  that  he  si  would  certainly  aid  a  fugitive. J;  But,  after 
the  Union  Meeting,  the  clouds  of  darkness  gathered  toge¬ 
ther,  and  it  set  in  for  a  storm  ;  the  kidnappers  'went  and 
rough-ground  their  sword  on  the  grindstone  of  the  church, 
a  navy  chaplain  turning  the  crank ;  and  all  our  hopes  fell 
to  the  ground. 

•*  Vietf  ip»  ti  rr,«n.?u:r  of  such  frightful  mien, 
ht,  to  be  bfttfxl,  n**iU  but  to  he  £ttn ; 
ii-it ;  •  c:t  5<’r>  oft,  fsp-.iiinr  vri*h  htr  fact?. 

We  fir#t  endure,  then  pi* r.  Chen  embrace.” 

Tho  relentless  administration  of  Mr  Fill  more  has  been 
aa  cruel  as  tho  law  they  framed.  Mr  Webster  has  thrust 
the  red-hot  iron  hook  into  tho  flesh  of  thousands  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  und  his  kidnappers  came  to  u  nation 
scat  tered  and  peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden  down  j  they 
have  ground  tho  poor  creatures  to  powder  under  their  hoof. 
I  wish  1  could  And  wn  honourable  motive  for  such  deeds, 
but  hitherto  no  analysis  can  defect  it,  no  solar  microscope 
of  charity  can  bring  such  a  motive  to  light.  The  end  ia 
base,  the  means  base,  tim  motive  base. 

Yet  one  charge  has  boon  made  against  the  Government, 
which  seems  to  me  a  little  harsh  and  unjust.  J.t  has  been 
said  tho  administration  preferred  low  and  contemptible 
men  as  their  tools  ;  judges  who  blink  °t  law,  advocates  of 
infamy,  and  men  cast  off  from  society  for  perjury,  for 
nameless  crimes,  and  sins  not  mentiomtblo  in  English 
speech ;  creatures  t{  not  no  good  as  the  dogs  that  licked 
La&art.uds  sores]  but,  like  flies,  sti'U  burring  upon  anything 
that  ia  raw  Y  There  is  a  semblance  of  justice  in  tho  charge : 
witness  Phikdolphm,  Buffalo,  Boston  ;  witness  Now'  York, 
It  m  true  for  kidnappers  the  Government  did  hike  men 
that  looked  like  a  bull-dog  just  corn©  to  mmiM  estate ;  ** 
nmn  whoso  face  declared  them,  “  if  not  the  devil ,  &l  least 
big  twin-brother  T  Thor©  are  kennels  of  tho  courts  where¬ 
in  thorn  settles  down  all  that  the  law  broad*  nK&6fouI>  loath¬ 
some,  and  hideous  and  abhorrent  to  tho  oyo  of  day  j  there 
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rids  contominatiBg  puddle  gathers  its  noisomo.oosse,  slowly, 
stealthily,  continually,  agglomerating  its  fetid  mass  by 
spontaneous  cohesion,  and  making  by  the 1  irresistible 
gravity  of  rottenness  info  that  abhorred  deep,  the  lowest, 
ghastliest  pit  in  all  the  subterranean  vaults  of  human  sin. 
It  is  true  the  Government  has  skimmoci  the  top  and  dredged 
the  bottom  of  these  kennels  of  the  courts,  taking  for  its 
purpose  the  scum  and  sediment  thereof,  she  Sqaeors,  the 
Fagius,  and  the  Quilps  of  the  lav.*,  the  monsters  of  the 
court.  Blame  not  tho  Government ;  it  took  the  best  it 
could  got.  It  was  necessity,  not  will,  which  made  the  so* 
lection.  Buck  is  tho  stuff  that  kidnappers  must  bo  made 
uf.  If  you  wish  to  kill  a  man,  it  is  net  bread  you  buy  :  it 
is  poison.  Some  of  tho  instruments  of  Government  wore 
such  as  one  does  not  often  took  mom  But,  of  old  time, 
an  inquisitor  was  always  u  a  horrid-looking  fellow,  as  be¬ 
seemed  Ins  trade.”  It  is  only  justice  that  a  kidnapper 
should  bear  u  his  great  commission  in  his  look,”' 

In  a  town  lull  of  British  soldiers  in  1774,  on  tiro  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  John  Hancock  said  : — 

iC  Surely  you  never  will  tamely  suffer  this  country  to  be 
a  den  of  thieves.  Item  crab  or,  my  friends,  from  whom  yon 
sprang.  Bet  not  a  meanness  of  spirit,  unknown  to  those 
whom  you  boast  of  as  your  fathers,  excite  a  thought  to  the 
dishonour  of  your  mothers.  I  conjure  you  by  all  that  is 
dear,  by  all  that  is  honourable,  by  all  that-  in  sacred,  sot 
only  that  ye  pray,  but  that  you  act  ;  that,  if  necessary,  yo 
fight,  and  even  die,  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Jerusalem. 
Break  in  sunder,  with  noble  disdr  the  bonds  with  which 
tho  Philistines  have  bound  you.  Suffer  not  yourselves  to  bo 
betrayed  by  the  soft  arte  of  luxury  and  offouiinaov  into  the 
pit  digged  for  your  destruction.  Despise  tho  glare  of 
wealth.'"  That  people  who  pay  greater  respect  to  a  wealthy 
villain  than  to  an  honest,  upright  men  in  poverty,  almost 
deservo  to  be  enslaved :  they  plainly  show  that  wealth, 
however  it  may  be  acquired,  is,  in  thoir  esteem,  to  bo  pre¬ 
ferred  to  virtue, 

**  But  I  thank  God  that  America  abounds  in  men  who 
arc  superior  to  all  temptation ,  whom  nothing  can  dived- 
from  a  stetdy  pursuit  of  the  interest  of  their  country,  who 
are  at  once  its  ornament  and  safeguard.  And  sure  I  mi 
I  should  not  incur  your  displeasure,  if  I  paid  &  respect  so 
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justly  duo  to  their  much-honoured  characters,  in  this  plaeo ; 
but.  when  I  nemo  an  Adams,  such  a  numerous  host  of  fel¬ 
low-patriots  rash  upon  my  mind,  that  I  fear  it  would  take 
up  too  much  of  your  time,  should  X  attempt  io  call  over  the 
illustrious  roll :  hut  your  grateful  hearts  will  point  you  to 
the  men  ;  and  their  revered  names,  in  all  succeeding  times, 
shall  grace  the  annals  of  America."  From  them  lot  us,  my 
iriemis,  take  example ;  from  them  let  ns  catch  the  divine 
enthusiasm  ;  and  feel,  each  for  himself,  the  godlike  pleasure 
of  diffusing  happiness  on  all  around  us  ;  of  delivering  the 
oppressed  from  the  iron  grasp  of  tyranny ;  of  changing 
tho  hoarue  complaint  and  hitter  moans  of  wretch cd  slaves 
into  those  cheerful  songa  which  freedom  and  contentment 
must  inspire.  There  is  a  heartfelt  satisfaction  in  rejecting 
on  our  exertions  for  tho  public  weal,  which  all  'the  suffer- 
mgu  an  enraged  tyrant  can  indict  will  never  toko  away, 
which  tho  ingratitude  and  reproaches  of  those  whom  wo 
haven  saved  from  ruin  cannot  rob  us  of.  Tho  virtuous  as- 
sorter  of  the  rights  of  mankind  merits  a  toward,  which 
even-  a  want  of  success  in  his  endeavours  to  wo  bis  coun¬ 
try,  tho  heaviest  misfortune  which  can  befall  rA  genuine 
patriot,  cannot  entirely  prevent  him  from  receiving." 

But,  in  1850,  Mr  Webster  bade  Massachusetts  “conquer 
her  prejudices."  Ho  meant  the  “  prejudices  "  in  favour 
of  justice,  in  favour  of  the  utsniienamo  rights  of  man,  in 
favour  of  Christianity.  .Did  hfhssachnsotts  obey?  The 
answer  was  given  a  year  ago.  “Despise  tho  glare  of 
wealth,"  sail  the  richest  man  in  Now  England  in  1774: 
tho  “  great  object  of  government  is  tho  protection  of  pro- 

forty/J  said  “the  groat  intellect"  of  America,  in  18501 
ohn  Hancock,  sevonty-eight  years  ago,  said.  “  Wo  dread 
nothing  but  slavery:’’  Daniel  Webster,  two  years  ago, 
said  Massachusetts  will  obey  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  “  with 
alacrity.'4'’  Boston  has  forgotten  John  Hancock. 

In  1775,  Joseph  Warren  said,  “Scourges  and  death 
with  tortures  ore  far  less  terrible  than  slavery."  Now  it 
is  “a  great  blearing  to  the  African."  Said  the  same  War¬ 
ren,  “Tho  man  who  meanly  submits  to  wear  a  shackle 
contemn®  the  noblest  gill  of  Heaven,  ami  impiously  affronts 
the  God  that  made  him  free.'"  Now  clergymen  tell  us  that 
kidnappers  are  ordained  of  God,  and  passive  obedience  is 
every  mas’s  duty!  The  town  of  Boston  in  1770  declared, 


THE  I3OST0X  KIDNAPPING. 


219 

H  Mankind  will  not  be  reasoned  out  of  flic  feelings  of  hu¬ 
manity  .”  In  1850  tho  pulpit  of  Boston  says,  Send  back 
your  brother. 

The  talk  of  dissolution  is  no  now  trick.  Hear  General 
Warren,  in  the  spirit  .of  1775:  u  Even  anarchy  itself,  that 
bugbear  held  up  by  the  tools  of  power,  is  infinitely  leas 
dangerous  to  mankind  than  arbitrary  government.  An¬ 
archy  can  bo  but  of  short  duration;  for,  when  men  '  re  at 
liberty  to  pursue  that  course  which  is  most  conducive  to 
their  own  happiness,  they  will  soon  come  into  it,  and  from 
the  rudest  state  of  nature  order  and  good  government 
must  soon  arise.  But  tyranny,  when  once  established, 
entails  its  curses  on  a  nation  to  tho  latest  period  of  time, 
unless  some  during  genius,  inspired  by  Heaven,  shall,  tm- 
appalled  by  danger,  bravely  form  and  execute  tho  design 
of  restoring  liberty  and  life  to  his  enslaved  and  murdered 
country.”  How  a  man  would  send  his  .mother  into  slavery 
to  save  tho  Union  ! 

Will  Boston  bo  called  on  again  to  return  a  fugitive  ? 
Not  long  since,  some  noble  ladies  in  a  neighbouring  town, 
whose  religions  hand  often  reaches  through  the  darkness 
to  save  men  ready  to  perish,  related  to  mo  &  fresh  tale  of 
woe.  Here  is  their  letter  of  tho  first  of  March: — 

Xf  Only  tea  days  ago,  wo  assisted  a  poor,  deluded  sufferer 
in  effecting  his  escape  to  Canada,  after  having  been  cheated 
into  the  belief  by  the  pro  Hi  gate  captain  who  brought  him 
from  tho  South,  that  ho  would  bo  in  safety  as  soon  as  ho 
reached  Boston.  ,  .  .  Ho  had  accumulated  two  hundred 
dollars,  which  he  put  into  tho  captain's  hands,  upon  his 
agreeing  to  secrete  him,  and  bring  him.  to  Boston.  The 
moment  tho  vessel  touched  the  wharf,  the  scoundrel  bade 
tho  poor  fellow  bo  off  in  a  moment ;  and  he  then  discovered 
hia  liability  to  bo  pursued  and  taken.  It  was  them  midnight 
and.  the  cold  was  intense.  He  wandered  about  the  streets, 

and  in  tho  morning  strolled  into  tho  - — -  'Depot,  and 

came  out  to  — — —  in  tho  earliest  cars.  Da  reaching  this 
town,  ho  had  tho  mmo  to  find  out  the  only  mm  of  colour 

who  lives  hero, - - — ,  a  very  respectable  harbor.  Id? 

— - sheltered  him  that  day  and  the  following  night  ; 

and  early  tho  next  morning  a  sufficient  sum  had  Scon.  cob. 
looted  for  him  to  pay  hia  passage  to  Canada,  and  supply 
his  first  wants  tetewarriving  there ;  but,  m  the  moan  while. 
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the  villamoiiii  captain.  boars  off  his  hard  earnings  hi 
triumph.” 

I  immt  not  give  tho  names  of  the  ladies :  they  arts  liable 
to  a  fino  of  a  thousand,  dollars  each,  and  imprisonment  for 
six  mouths.*  Ifc  was  atrocious  iu  tho  captain  to  steal  tho 
two  hundred  dollars  from  tho  poor  captive ;  but  tho  Go¬ 
vernment  of  tho  United  States  would  gladly  Meal  his  body, 
bk  limbs,  his  life,  his  children,  to  tho  end  of  time.  The 
captain,  was  honourable  in  comparison  with  the  kidnap¬ 
pers.  Perhaps  ho  -  also  wished  fco  '*  Saro  the  Union.” — 
Sioux  Patjensus  sit  Df.us  Horns  1  . 

Wimt  a  change  from  the-  Boston  of  our  fathers  !  Where 
aro  tho  children  of  tho  patriots  of  old  ?  Tories  spawned 
their  brood  in  the  streets :  Adams  and  Hancock  died  with¬ 
out  a  child.  Has  nature  grown  sterile  of  men?  is  there 
no -ramie  and  nmnly  virtue  left  ?  arc  wo  content  to  bo  kid¬ 
nappers  of  men  ?  Ho.  Hero  still  arc  noble  men,  men  of 
tho  good  old  stock ;  men  of  tho  same  brave,  holy  soul. 
No  time  of  trial  ever  brought  out  nobler  heroism  than  last 
year.  Did  wo  want  money,  little  Methodist  churches  in 
tho  country,  the  humanist  churches  in  Now  England, 
dropped  their  widow's  mite  into  tho  chest.  Prom  ministers 
of  all  modes  of  faith  but  tho  popular  one  in.  money,  from 
all  churches  but  that  of  eopuserce,  there  came  gifts,  otters 
of  welcome,  and  words  of  lofty  cheer.  Here  in  Boston, 
there  were  men  thoroughly  devoted  io  tho  defence  of  their 
poor,  afflicted  brethren  ;  even  sc  mo  clergymen  faithful 
among  tho  faithless.  But  they  were  few.  It  was  only  a 
handful  who  ventured  to  be  faithful  to  the  true  and  right, 
Tho  great  tide  :f  humanity,  which  once  filled  tip  this  place, 
had  ebbed  off  r  only  a  few  perennial  springs  poured  out 
their  sweet  and  unfailing  wealth  to  these  weary  wanderers. 

Yet  Boston  is  rich  in  generous  men,  ui  deeds  of  charity, 
in  far-famed,  mstitations  for  ’the  good  of  man..  In  this  she 
is  still  the  noblest  of  the  groat  cities  of  the  land.  I  honour 
tho  self-sacrificing,  noble  men. ;  the  woman  whoso  loving- 
kindness  never  faded  before.  Why  did  it  fail  at  this  time  ? 
Men  fancied  that  their  trade  was  in  peril.  It  was  an  idle  fear; 
even  tho  dollar  obeys  tho  “  Higher  Haw,”  which  its  wor¬ 
shippers  deny.  Had  it  been  true,  Boston  had  hotter  lose  evory 
farthing  a?  her  gold,  and  start  anew  with  nothing  but  tho 

•  It  i  j  shff  uTtsafo  to  fsetsiisa  their  ».amcs !  JaaaAry,  18-65. 
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wilderness,  in  an  let  her  riches  stand  between  us  and  our 
fellow-man.  Thy  money  perish,  if  it  brutalize  thy  heart ! 

I  wish  I  could  believe  the  motives  of  men  were  .good 
in  this;  that  they  really  thought  the  nation  was  in  peril. 
But  no;  it  cannot  bo.  It  was  nut  the  Jove  of  country 
which  kept  the  “  compromises  of  the  Constitution and 
made  the  Fugitive  Slavo  Bill.  I  pity  the  politicians  who. 
made  this  wicked  law-,  made  it  ha  the  madness  of  their 
pride.  I  pity  that  son  of  Nov  England,  who,  against  his 
nature,  against,  his  early  history,  drew  his  sword  to  sheathe 
it  in  the  bowels  of  his  brother-man.*  The  molancholiosfc 
spectacle  in  all  this  land,  self-despoiled  of  the  lustre  which 
would  have  cast  a  glory  on  his  tomb,  and  sent  hie  name  a 
watchword  to  many  an  age, — now'  he  is  the  companion  of 
kidnappers,  and  a  provorb  amongst  honourable  men,  with  a 
certainty  of  leaving  a  name  to  be  hissed  at  by  mankind. 

I  pity  the  kidnappers,  the  poor  tools  of  men  almost  m 
base.  X  would  not  hurt  a  hair  of  their  heads  ;  but  x  would 
take  the  thunder  of  the  moral  world,  and  dash  its  bolted 
lighting  on.  this  crime  of  stealing  men,  till  the  name  of  kid¬ 
napping  should  bo  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  It  is  piracy 
to  steal  a  man  in  Guinea what  is  it  to  do  this  in  Boston  ? 

I  pity  tho  merchants  who,  for  their  trado,  wore  glad,  to 
steal  their  countrymen  ;  I  wish  thorn  only  good.  Debate 
in  yonder  hall  has  shown  how  little  of  humanity  there  is  in. 
tho  trade  of  Boston.  She  looks  on  all  the  horrors  which 
intemperance  has  wrought,  and  daily  deals  in  every  street ; 
eho  scrutinizes  tho  jails,— They  are  filled  by  ruin  ;  aho  looks 
into  tho  alms-houses,  crowded  full  by  mm  ;  aho  walks  her 
streets,  and  sees  tho  perishing  classes  fall,  mowed  down  by 
rum ;  aho  enters  tho  parlours  of  wealthy  men,  looks  into  tho 
bridal  chamber,  and  meets  death  :  tho  ghosts  of  the  slain 
are  there, — men  slain  by  rum.  She  knows  it  all,  yet  says, 
tf  Tlu';o  is  an  interest  at  stake!” — tho  interest  of  rum; 
let  man  giro  way!  Boston  does  this  to-day.  Last  year 
she  stole  a  man ;  her  merchants  stole  a  man  !  The  sacri¬ 
fice  of  man  to  money,  when  shall  it  have  an  end  ?  I  pity 
loose  merchants  who  honour  money  moro  than  man.  Their 
geld  h  cankered,  and  their  soul  is  brass, — is  rusted  brass. 
They  must  come  up  before  the  posterity  which  they  affect 
to  scorn.  What  voice  can  plead  for  them  before  their  own 
•  Hr  Wwter. 


YH.K  BOSTOK  STDKAI'TTK^. 


222 

children  f  The  eyo  that  mocketh  at  tho  justice  of  its  son, 
and  scorneth  to  obey  the  mercy  of  its  dauglwr,  the  ravens 
of  posterity  shall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  cat  it 
up  i 

But  thorn  is  yet  another  tribunal :  ;e  After  the  death  tho 
judgment !  "  When  ho  makelh  inqmsifcion  for  tho  blood 
of  the  innocent,  what,  shall  tho  stealers  of  men  reply’ 
Boston  merchants,  where  is  your  brother,  Thomas  Sims  ? 
Let  Gain  reply  to  Christ. 

Come,  Massachusetts  !  take  thy  historic  mantle,  wrought 
all  over  with  storied  memories  -  of  two  hundred  years, 
adorned  with  deeds  in  liberty's  defence,  and  rough  with 
broiderod  radiauco  from  the  hands  of  sainted  men ;  walk 
backwards,  and  cover  up  and  hide  tho  naked  public,  shame 
of  Boston,  drunk  with  gain,  and  lewdly  lying  in  the  street. 
It  will  not  hide  the  shame.  Who  can  annul  a  fact.  ?  Bos¬ 
ton  has  chronicled  her  infamy,  and  on  tho  iron  leaf  of  time, 
— ages  shall  read  it  there  ! 

Then  let  ua  swear  by  tho  glory  of  our  fathers  and  the 
infamy  of  this  deed,  that  wo  will  hate  slavery,  hate  its  cause, 
hate  its  continuance.,  and  will  exterminate  if  from  tho 
land  ;  come  up  hither  as  tho  years  go  by,  and  here  renew 
the  annual  oath,  till  not  a  kidnapper  is  left  lurking  in  tho 
land ;  yes,  till  from  tho  Joseph  that  is  sold  into  Egypt, 
there  comes  forth  o-  man  to  guide  his  people  to  tho  promised 
land.  Out  of  this  ff  Acorn "  a  tall  oak  may  grow. 

Old  mythologies  relate,  that,  when  a  deed  of  sin  is  done, 
tho  souls  of  men  who  bore  a  kindred  to  tho  deed  come 
forth  and  aid  the  work.  What  a  company  must  have  as¬ 
sisted  at  this  sacrament  a  year  ago  !  What  a  crowd  of 
ruffians,  from  the  drat  New  England  commissioner  to  the 
latest  dead  of  Boston  murders  1  Robert  Kidd  might  have 
come  back  from  his  fJon-grqvo  at  "  Execution  Dock,"  to 
resumo  liia  appropriate  place,  and  take  command  of  the 
"Acorn,"  and  guide  her  on  her  pirate- course.  Arnold 
might  sing  again  his  glad  To  Deurn,  as  on  that  fatal  day  in 
March.  What  an  assembly  there  would  be,—' "  shapes  hoi 
from  Tartarus." 

But  tho  same  mythologies  go  fabling  on,  and  say  that  at 
such  a  time,  the  blameless,  holy  souls  who  made  tho  virtues 
blossom  while  they  lived,  and  arc  themselves  the  starriest 
flowers  of  heaven  now,  that  they  return  to  bless  tho  old 
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familial*  spot,  and  witness  every  modern  dead ;  and,  most 
of  all,  that  godly  ministers,  who  lived  and  laboured'  for 
their  flocks,  return  to  see  the  deed  they  cannot,  help,  and 
aid  the  good  they  bless.  What  a  gathering  might  there 
have  been  of  the  just  men  made  perfect  i  The  patriots 
who  loved  this  land,  mothers  whoso  holy  hearts  hud.  blessed 
the  babes  they  boro ;  pare  men  of  lofty  soul  who  laboured 
for  mankind, — what  a  fair  company  this  State  could  gather 
of  the  immortal  dead  1  Of  those  great  ministers  of  every 
faith,  who  dearly  loved  tho  Lord,  what  venerable  head's 
I  see:  John  Cotton  and  the  other  "famous  Johns;0  Eliot, 
bearing  his  Indian  Bible,  which  there  is  not. an  Indian  left 
to  read";  Edwards,  a  mighty  name  in  Bast  and  West,  oven 
yet  more  marvellous  for  piety  than  depth  of-  thought ;  the 
Mathers,  venerable  men ;  Chauncy  and  May  how,  both  noble 
men  of  wealthy  soul ;  Belknap,  who  saw  a  brother  in  an 
African ;  Buckminster,  tho  fairest,  sweetest,  bud  brought 
from  another  field,  toe  early  nipped  in  this  ;  Ohanning  and 
Ware,  both,  ministers  of  Christ,  who,  loving  God,  loved  too 
their  fellow-men  !  How  must  those  souls  look  down  upon 
the  scene  1  Boston  delivering  up — for  lust  of  gold  deliver¬ 
ing  up — a  poor,  forsaken  boy  to  slavery ;  Belknap  and 
Charming  mourning  for  the  church  ! 

1  tern  mo  cfF  from  tho  living  men,  tho  living  courts,  the 
living  churches, — no,  the  churches  dead ;  from  tho  swam 
of  men,  all  bustling  in  the  streets;  turn  to  the  sainted 
dead.  Dear  fathers  of  the  State ;  vo  blessed  mothers  of 
New  England's  sons ; — 0  holy  saints  who  laid  with  prayer 
tho  deep  foundations  of  Now  England's  church,  is  then  the 
seed  of  heroes  gone  ?  Now  England  ';  bosom,  is  it  sterile, 
cold,  and  dead  ?  "  No  1  ”  say  tho  father’s,  mothers,  all, — 

u  Now  England  only  sleeps ;  even  Boston  is  not  dead ! 
Appeal  from  Boston  drunk  with  gold,  and  briefly  mad  with 
hate,  to  sober  Boston  in  her  hour  to  eorao.  Wait  but  a 
little  time ;  have  patience  with  her  waywardness ;  she  yet 
ahall  weep  with  penitence  that  bitter  day,  and  rise  with 
ancient  energy  to  do  just  deeds  of  lasting  fame.  Even  yet 
there’s' justice  in  her  heart,  and  Boston  mothers  shall  give 
birth  to  man  i  ” 

Tell  mo,  ye  blessed,  holy  souls,  angels  of  Now  England's 
church !  shall  man  succeed,  and  gam  his  freedom  at  the 
last  ?  Answer,  ye  holy  men ;  speak  by  the  last  great  angel 
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of  the  church  who  went  to  heaven.  Repeat  ;:oniQ  noble 
word  you  spoke  on  earth ! 

Hear  their  reply  : — 


'/*  Oppression  skull  act  alvrnp  reign : 
There  comes  a  brighter  day, 

When  Freedom,  bunt  from  every  chriv, 
Shall  hare  triumphant  way. 

Then  Jiigbl  aboil  over  Might  prerni. 
And  Truth,  like  hero  armed  in  mall, 
The  host*  of  tyrant  Wrong  ssaail, 

And  hold  eternal  esnay. 


What  voice  shall  bid  ihs  progress  cisy 
Uf  Troths  netarioas  car  ?— 

What  treurrmt  the  growing  day. 

Or  quench  the  oolar  star  r 
What  reeklcsj  seal,  though  stent  and  strong. 
Shall  dare  bring  bach  the  ancient  wrong, — 
Oppression's  guilty  night  prolong, 

And  Freedom's  morning  bar  ? 


The  hoar  of  triumph  comes  apace, — 
The  fated,  promised  hour, 

When  earth  open  a  ransomed  race 
Her  bounteous  gifts  shall  shovrer. 
Ring,  Liberty,  thy  gloriou,  bell  I 
Bid  nigh  thy  eacred  banners  swell ! 
Let  trump  on  tntmp  the  triumph  tell 
Of  Heaven's  redeeming  power  i"  ® 


*  These  are  the  words  of  Henry'  Ware,  jsuj.,  the  last  minister,  eminent  t*r 
religion,  who  had  died  in  Boston. 
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A  SERMON 

rESUCHUD  AT 

THE  MUSIC  HALL,  IN  BOSTON, 

OK  6GKDAY,  ,P7KS  IS,  1BU. 


Thoa  sha.1:  worship  th,e  Lord  tijy  God,  aad  him  only  ahaJt  thoa  strre, 
K*rr,  jr.  10. 

Last  Sunday  I  spoke  of  fcrust  in  God,  endeavouring  to 
allow  that  ifc  involved  an  absolute  confidence  in  the  pur-' 
poses  of  God,  and  an  absolute  confidence  in  the  means 
thereunto,  and  consequently  the  practical  use  thereof. 

There  is  a  matter  of  very  great  consequence  connected 
herewith,  namely,  this — ‘the  relation  bo  tween  a  man's  re¬ 
ligion  and  his  allegiance  to  the  Church  and  the  State.  So 
this  morning  I  ask  your  attention  to  a  sermon  of  onr  Duty 
to  the  Laws  of  God,  and  •  our  Obligation  to  the  Statutes  of 
Men.  Ifc  is  a  theme  I  have  often  spoken  of  ;  and  what,  I 
shall  say  this  morning  may  be  regarded  as  occasional,  and 
supplementary  to  the  much  I  have  said,  and  printed,  like¬ 
wise,  before. 

In  its  primitive  form,  religion  is  a  mere  emotion;  ifc  is 
nothing  but  a  sentiment,  an  instinctive  feeling ;  at  first 
vague,  shadowy,  dim.  In  its  secondary  stage  ifc  is  also  a. 
thought;  the  emotion  has  travelled  from  the  heart  up¬ 
wards  to  the  head:  ifc  is- an  idea,  an  abstract  idea,  the 
object;  whereof  transcends  both  time  and  space,  and  is  not 
cognisable  by  any  sense.  But  finally,  in  its  ultimate  form, 
ifc  becomes  likewise  an  act.  Tims  it  spreads  over  all  a 
man's  life,  inward  and  outward  too;  ifc  goes  up  to  the 
tallest;  heights  of  the  philosopher's  speculation,  «own  to 
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the  lowest  deeps  of  human  consciousness ;  it  reaches  to 
the  mi  mi  to  details  of  our  daily  practice.  Religion  wraps 
all  oar  life  m  its  own.  wide  mantle ;  takes  note  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  conduct  of  the  individual  nmn,  and  the  vast  public- con¬ 
cerns  of  the  greatest  nation  and  the  whole  race  of  mankind* 
So  tho  stm,  ninety -six  million.  miles  away,  comes  every 
morning  end  folds  m  its  warn  embrace  each  great  and 
every  little  tiling  on  tho  round  world. 

Religion  is  eminently  connected  with  the  creeds  and  tho 
statutes  of  tho  people,  wherein  tho  nation  comes  to  tho 
consciousness  os  itself  and  of-  its  duty.  To  comprehend 
tho  eolation  which  it  bears  to  these  creeds  and  statutes, 
lot  ua  look  at  tho  matter  a  -little  xnoro  narrowly,  going 
somewhat,  into  detail ;  and  to  understand  it  tho  more  com¬ 
pletely,  let  us  go  back  to  tho  first  principles  of  things. 

There  is  a  God  of  infinite  perfection,  who  acts  aa  per¬ 
fect  cause  and  perfect  providence  of  all  things, — making 
tho  universe  from  a  perfect  motive,  of  perfect-  material,  for 
a  perfect  purpose,  and  as  a  perfect  moans  there  unto.  Of 
course,  if  the  universe  bo  thus  made,  there  must  be  power 
and  force  enough  uf  tho  right  kind  in  it  to  accomplish 
the  purposes  of  God ;  and  this  must  bo  truo  of  both  parts 
of  tho  uuiverso, — tho  world  of  matter,  and  tho  world  of 
man.  Else,  God  is  not  a  perfect  causo  and  providence, 
and  has  not  made  tho  universe  from  a  perfect  motive,  of 
perfect  material,  for  a  perfect  purpose,  and  as  a  perfect 
means  thereto. 

.  Now,  there  are  certain  natural  modes  of  operation  of 
these  forces  and  powers  which  God  has  put  in  the  uni  verse ; 
tho  natural  powers  of  matter  and  of  man  are  meant  to  act 
in  a  certain  way,  and  not  otherwise.  These  modes  of  oper¬ 
ation  X  will  call  laws,  natural  laws ;  they  exist  in  the  ma¬ 
terial  world  and  in  tho  human  world*  They  are  a  part  of 
the  universe.  These  laws  must  be  observed  and  kept  as 
means  to  the  end  that  is  proposed. 

In  the  world  of  matter  these  laws  are  always  kept,  for 
the  actual  of  nature  and  tho  ideal  of  nature  are  identical ) 
they  ate  just  the  same.  When  this  leaf  which  I  drop  falls 
from  my'  hand,  it  moves  by  the  law  which  the  Infinite  God 
meant  it  should  fall  by,  and  keeps  that  exactly.  In  nature 
— the  world  of  matter — this  always  t&kjs  place,  and  the 
actual  of  to-day  ia  the  ideal  of  eternity, — for  there  every- 
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thing  ia  accomplished  with  no  finite,  private,  individual 
will ;  all  ia  mechanism,  the  brute,  involuntary,  unconscious 
action  of  matter  passively  obedient  to  the  mind  and  will  of 
God.  There  Goa  is  the  only  actor ;  all  else  is  tool :  He  ia 
th©  only  workman:  nature  is  all  engine  and  God  the 
engineer.  Accordingly,  in  the  world  of  matter  there  is  a 
harmony  of  forces ;  but  not  a  harmony  of  purpose,  of  will, 
of  thought,  of  feeling, — because  there  is  only  ore  purpose, 
will,  thought,  feeling.  God  alone  is  the  consciousness  of 
the  material  world ;  matter  obeys  His  laws,  but  wills  not, 
knows  not.  The  ideal  of  nature  resides  in  God's  conscious¬ 
ness  ;  only  its  actual  in  itself.  Tho  two  are  One ;  but  fcho 
material  things  do  not  know  of  that  oneness ;  only  God 
knows  thereof  Nature  knows  nothing  of  God,  nothing  of 
His  law's,  nothing  of  itself  j — because  therein  God  is  tho 
only  cause,  tho  only  providence,  the  only  consciousness. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  human  world,  man  is  an  actor 
as  well  as  a  tool ;  he  is  in  part  ecginOj  in  part  also  engineer. 
Tho  ideal  of  man's  conduct,  character,  and  destination,  re¬ 
sides  in  God ;  bat  thence  it  is  transferred  to  tho  mind  of 
man  by  manA  own  instinct  and  reflection ;  and  it  is  to  be¬ 
come  actual  by  man's  thought,  man's  will,  man's  work. 
The  human  race  comes  to  consciousness  in  itself,  and  not 
merely  to  consciousness  in  God.  So  in  virtue  of  the  su¬ 
perior  nature  and  destination  of  man,  between  him  and 
God  there  is  to  be  not  merely  a  harmony  of  forces,  but  a 
harmony  of  fooling,  thought,  will,,  purpose,  and  thence  of 
act  Man  is  to  obey  tho  natural  laws  m  completely  as  . that 
leaf  obeyed  thorn,  falling  from  my  hand.  Bat,  unlike  the 
leaf,  man  is  to  know,  that  he  obeys ;  he  must  will  to  obey. 
So  he  is  to  form  in  his  own  mind,  an  ideal  of  the  character 
which  ho  should  observe,  and  then  byhia  own  will,  ho  is  to 
make  that  ideal  his  actual. ,  This  is  the  dignity  of  man, — • 
he  is  partial  cause  and  providence  of  hie  own  affairs. 

In  general,  man:  has  powers  sufficient  to  find  out  the 
natural  mode  of  operation  of  all  Ms  human  forces,  all  the 
natural  Jaws  of  his  conduct,  his  natural  ideal.  •  Harrow  this 
down  to  a  small  compass,  and  take  one  portion  of  these 
powers, —“the  moral  part  of  man,  and  thereof  this  only, 
— that  portion  which  relates  to  his  dealing-  with  his  fellow  - 
men. 

There  is  a  moral  faculty  called  conscience.  Xia  function 
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is  to  inform  ns  of  the  moral  ideal ;  to  transfer  it  from  God’s 
sniud  to  ottr  mind  j  to  inform  us  who*  tiro  the  natural 
modes  of  operation,  tho  rules  of  conduct  in  onr  relation 
with  other  mem  Conscience  does  this  in  two  ways. 

Firgt?  by  rngfectivo  moral  action.  Here  conscioaoo  acts 
spontaneously  and  anticipates  experience,  acts  in  advance 
of  'history?  and  spontaneously  projects  an  ideal  which  is 
derived  from  the  morel  instinct  of  onr  nature.  This  is  the 
transcendent  way  of  learning  the  moral  law.  And  ler,  mo 
add,  ife  is  the  favourite  way  of  young  and  enthusiastic  per¬ 
sons  ;  the  favourite  way,  likewise,  of  meditative  and  con¬ 
templative  men,  who  dwell  apart  from  mankind?  and  look 
at  principles,  which  are  the  norm  of  action,  more  than  at- 
the  immediate  or  ulfcmaato  effect  of  special  measures. 

Trio  other  w&y  h  by  reflective  moral  action.  Here  we 
learn  the  morel  laws  by  experiment ;  by  observation,  trial, 
experience,  we  find  out  what  suits  the  conscience  of  the 
individual  and  the  conscience  of  mankind.  This  is  the  in¬ 
ductive  way,  and  it  is  the  favourite  mode  of  the  great  mass 
of  men,  practical  men  who  live  in  the  midst  of  affairs. 

Bach  of  these  methods  has  its  advantage,  both  their 
special  limitations  and  defects.  We  require  both  of  theme, 
—the  process  of  moral  instinct  which  shoots  forward  and 
forecasts  the  ideal,  and  the  process  of  morel  induction 
which  comes  carefully  mhorwards  and  studies  the  facts,  and 
secs  what  conduct  squares  with  conscience,  and  how  it 
looks  after  the  act  has  been  done  as  well  as  before. 

In  those  two  ways  wo  learn  i-ho  natural  mode  of  opera¬ 
tion  and  the  nature!  rules  of  conduct  which  suit  our  morel 
nature  i  that  is,  wo  discover  the- more!  lavra  which  are  writ 
in  the  nature  and  constitution  of  man,  and  are  thence  his¬ 
torically  made  known  in  tho  consriousticM  of  man. 

When  they  are  understood,  %m  see  that  they  are  the 
lows  of  God,  a  part  of  the  universe,  a  part  <f  the  purpose 
of  God,  a  part  of  the  means  which  He  Iras  provided  for  ac¬ 
complishing  His  purpose. 

These  saws  are  not  of  maids  making,  but  of  his  finding 
made.  He  no  more  makes  them  than  the  blacksmith  make® 
tho  heaviness  of  Ins  iron,  or  the  astronomer  makes  the 
moon.  reoKpso  the  sun.  A  man  may  heed  these  laws,  or 
heed  them  not ;  make  them,  or  unmake  thorn,— tlint  is  be¬ 
yond  his"  power.  ■ ;  - 
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Neither  the  individual  nor  the  race  acquires  n  conHcious* 
ne-ss  of  these  moral  laws  alt  at  once,  It  is  done  progress¬ 
ively  by  you  and  mu ;  pragres&ively  by  the  human  race, 
Urarmtig-  boro  a  little,  and  there  a  little.  Tim  natural, 
moral  ideal  is  not  all  at  one©  transferred  from  God’s  mind 
to  man’s.  Wo  learn  tho  laws  of  oar  moral  nature  like  the 
laws  of  matter,  slowly, — little  by  little.  A  good  man  is 
constantly  making  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  God’s, 
natural  moral  laws;  mankind  doss  the  same.  The  race 
to-day  knows  more  of  the  natural  moral  laws  of  our  con¬ 
stitution  than  the  human  me©  error  knew  before.  A  thou¬ 
sand  years  hence,  no  doubt,  mankind  will  'know  a  grant 
deal  more  of  this  natural  moral  ideal  than  we  know  to-day. 
Accordingly,  speaking  after  the  even,  to.  of  history,  the 
moral  ideal  of  mankind  is  continually  rising.  It  may  not 
be  always  rising  iu  the  same  man,  who  goes  on  for  a  while, 
then  becomes  idle,  or  old,  or  wicked,  and  goes  down ;  nor 
always  he  rising  in  the  same  nation ;  that  also  advances  for 
a  while,  then  sins  against  8od  mm&umm5  and  goes  down 
to  min.  Bat,  take  the  human  moo  m  a  whole,  the  moral 
ideal  of  mankind  is  constantly  rising  higher  and  higher, . 

Thu  nasi,  thing  m  to  obey  these  kws,  oonsdously/ know¬ 
ing  wo  obey  them ;  voluntarily,  willing  to  obey,  and  make 
the  moral  ideal  the  actual  of  life  for  the  individual  and  the 
race..  -This  also  is  done  progressively ;  not  all  at  once* 
but  by  slow  degrees.  The  moral  actual  of  the  hm&&»  race 
is  constantly  rising  higher  and  higher,  dust  ip  proportion 
as  the  ideal  shoots  up  the  actual  fellow's  after  it,  though  on 
slow  and  laborious  wmg$.  ,  K  yon  look  roiora^cop.icauv  at 
tho  condition  of  mankind  at  wtomk  of  o?dy  a  hundred 
years,  you  will  mu  that,  there  m  a  moral  program-. from 
century  to  century  •  but  separate  your  points  of  observa¬ 
tion  by  a.  thousand  years  'instead,  of  a  century,  the  moral 
progress  of  the  race  is  so  obvious  that  no  unprejudiced 
man  can  fail  to  son  it  when  he  opens  -his  natural  eyes  and 
looks.  I  v?!!!  not  gay  if  m  with  every  special  nation',  for 
a  nation  may  go  back  m  well  m  forward;  but  it  is  so.  with 
the  human  race  m  a  whole,  »o  ’noth  mankind, 

Beligion,-— which  begins  in  feeling,  proceeds  to  thought^ 
and  whence  to  action,— -in  its  highest  form  is  the  keeping  of 
all.  the  kw#  which  God  writ  in  'the  eonstttntion  of  p& : 
in  other  words,  it  is  the  service  of  God  by  the  normal  use. 
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discipline,  development,  enjoviueufc,  find  delight  of  every 
limb  of  the  body,  every  faculty  of  the  spirit,  every  power 
which  wo  possess  over  matter  or  over  mmikind,— each  in 
its  duo  proportion,  all  in  their  complete  harmony.  That-  is 
the  whole  and  complete  religion. 

How  leaving  out  of  sight  for  a  moment  the  matter  of 
mere  sentiment,  in  roligxva  r^hiomg  itself  to  practice  there 
are  two  thing®, — to  wit,  first,  intellectual  ideas,  doctrines 
of  the  mind,  things  to  be  believed ;  secondly ;f  mom!  duties, 
doctrines  of  the  conscience,  tilings  to  be  done,  Bach  man 
m  his  private  individual  capacity,  as  Edwin  or  Richard,  lias 
his  own  intellectual  ideas,  things  to  be  believed ;  his  own 
moral  duties,  things  to  ho  done.  To  be  faithful  to  himself 
he  must  believe  ilio  ©no  and  must  do  the  other.  It  is  a 
part  of  his  personal  religion  to  believe  the  truths  which  ho 
knows,  to  do  the  duties  that  he  acknowledges. 

1  But  man  is  social  as  well  as  solitary.  Bo  men,  in  their 
collective  capacity  as  churches,  towns,  nations,  come  to  fcho 
conclusion  that  .they  have  certain  intoll&ckid  ideas  which 
ought  to  bo  believed,  certain  moral  duties  which  ought  to 
bo  done,  ■  As  an.  expression  of  this  fact,  men  assembling 
in  bodies  for  purposes  called  religious,  as  elm  rob  os,  make 
up  a  collectic"  of  ideas  connected  with  religion  which  am 
deemed  true.  They  call  tins  a  creed.  It  is  a  collection  of 
things.  to  be  believed,  and  so  it  is  also  a  rule  of  kdcHectual 
conduct  in  matters  pertaining  to  religion.. 

They  likewise  assemble  m  bodies  for  a  purpose  mom 
directly  practical,  as  towns,  as  nations,  and  make  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  duties  which -are-  deemed  obligatory.  They  call  this 
collection  of  duties  &  constitution  or  a  code  of  statutes. 

I  will  use  the  word  statute  to  mean  what  is  commonly 
called  a  law,  made  by  men  :  that  is  to  say,  a  rule  of  practical 
conduct  devised  by  men  in  authority,  1  keep  the  word  law 
to  describe  the  natural  mode  of  operation  which  God  wrote 
in  the  constitution  of  material  or  human  nature,  and  the 
word  statute  for  that  rulo  of  conduct  which  man  makes 
and  adds  thereunto. 

This  k  a  legitimate  aim  in  making  the  creed, — to  pre¬ 
serve  all  known  religious  truth,  and  diffuse  it  amongst 
mea*  But  it  is  not  legitimate  to  aim  at  hindering  the  at¬ 
tornment  of  now  religious  truth,  or  to  hinder  efforts  for  the 
attornment  of  new  religious  tenth. 
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This  is  a  legitimate  aim  in  making  the  statutes,  to  pre¬ 
serve  all  known  moral  duty,  and  diffuse  it  amongst  man ; 
and  thereby  secure  to  each  man.  the  enjoyment  of  ail  bis  na¬ 
tural  rights,  so  that  ho  may  act  according  to  too  natural 
mode  of  operation  of  his  powers.  But  it  is  not  legitimate 
to  hinder  the  attainment  of  new  moral  duty,  or  efforts  after 
that,  The  creed  should  aim  at  truth,  all  truth,  and,  should 
be  a  stop  towards  it.  The  statutes  should  aim  at  justice, 
all  justice,  to  insure  all  tho  rights  of  each,  and  should  bo  a 
stop  in  that  direction,  not  away  from  it. 

Both  the  creeds  and  statutes  may  bo  made  as  follows  ;•— ■ 

First,  they  may  be  made  by  men  who  ara  far  before  the 
people,  men  who  got  sight  of  truths  and  duties  in: advance 
of  mankind.  Thou  these  men  sot  to  mankind  a  hard 
lesson,  hut  one  which  ia  profitable  for  instruction,  for  doc¬ 
trine,  for  reproof,  that  tho  man  of  God  may  be  thoroughly 
furnished  to  every  good  work.  In  such  emm  tho  creed  or 
statute  is  educational ;  it  is  prepared  for  tho  pupil,,  sot  by 
a  nsiWitor.  ’ 

Or,  secondly,  those  creeds  and  statutes  may  bo  mad©  by 
men  who  arc  just  on  a  level  with  tho  average  of  tho  people. 
Then  they  or©  simply  exprasaion&l  of  tho  moral  character 
and  attainment®  of  tho  average  men.  They  are  edticaBonal 
to  the  hindmost,  ©xpres&ioual  to  the  roiidcllomosfe,  and 
merely  protections!  4o  the  foremost, — of  no  service  as  help¬ 
ing  them  forward,  only  as  protecting  thorn  from  being  dis¬ 
turbed,  interrupted,  and  so  drawn  backwards  by  those  who 
are  behind*  „  ..  .  ■ 

Or,  thirdly,  these  creeds  and  statutes  may  be  road©  by 
crafty  men  who  are  below  tho  moral  average  of  toe  people,' 
road©  not  as  steps  towards  truth  and  justice,,  but  m  means 
for  too  private  personal  ambition  of  such  as  make  the 
statutes  or  tho  creeds  j  by  men  ■  who  are ;  endowed  with 
force  of  body,  sad  rule  over  our  flesh  by  violence,  or  with 
force  of  cunning,  and.  nil©  over  oar  minds  by  sophistry  and 
fraud.  In  this  case  the  creed  or  statute  ia  a  step ,  back* 
wards,  turn#  not  at  truth  and  justice,  but-  at  falsehood  and  . 
wrong,  and  is  $ i m ply  d obi^jn g,-~-<ioh warn g  to  ■  the  mind 
and  conscience.  Hera  it  is  not  a  teacher  giving  lessons  to 
th©  pupil ;  it  ia  not  a  pupd  under  taking  to  set  a  lesson  to 
another  who  knows  as  much  m  ho  does ;  it  is  a*  scoundrel 
getting  a  lesson  of  wicked  toss  to  the  saint  and  tho  sinner. 
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Laws  may  bo  made-  in  any  ono  of  them  three  ways,  and 
no  more  ;  the  categories  arc  exhaustive, 

.How  »cd  ■  the' relation  of  each  individual  man  to  the 
creed  of  his  nation  or  church..  By  his  moral  nature  man 
is  bound  to  behove  what  to  him  appears  true.  His  mind 
demands  it?  a#  intellectual  duty,  In  a  conscience!  demands  it 
m  moral,  duty ;  it?  is  a  part  of  his  religion ;  faithfulness  to 
himself  require//  tins. 

But  ho  is  likewise  morally  hound  to  reject  everything 
that  to  him  seems  false.  Ho  cun  doss  his  mind  and  not 
think  about  the  matter  at  all,  and  so  he  may  seem  to  be¬ 
lieve  when  he  doer,  not;  or  he  can  actually  think  the  other 
way,  and  Ho  about  it  and  protein  d  to  believe/  But  if  he  is 
faithful,  h©  must  believe  what  to  him  seems  true,  and 
must  reject  what  to  him  se*»»3  untrue. 

If  s,  man  does  this,  the  public  creed  of  the  people  or 
hhurch  may  be  a  help  to  him,  because  white  it  embodies 
both  the  truths  that  men  know  and  the  errors  which  Urey 
likewise  suppose  to  be  true,  he  accepts  from  the  creed 
what?  he  dooms  true,  and  rejects  what  he  deems  false.  The 
fable  that  he  rejects,  harms  him  not;  the  true  which  ho 
accepts  is  a.  blessing.  But  there  is  this  trouble, — tho  priest, 
who  has  made,  invented,  or  impor  ted  the  creed,  claims  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  minds  of  mm  md  bids  tho  philosopher 
ff  Accept  cur  creed/'  "  No !  n  answers  tho  philosopher, 
"  I  cannot !  my  reason  .forbids/'  "Then,  down,  with  your 
reason  1 w  thunders  tho  priest,  u  tho.ro  is  no  truth  above 
our  creed  1  The  priest  and  creed  are  not  amenable  to  rea¬ 
son  ;  reason  b  amenable  to  thorn  1  ”  -What  shall  bo  dose  ? 
Shall  'ho  philosopher  submit,  and  scorn  to  believe '?  Shall 
ho  thick  the  other  way,  and  yet?  pretend  to  believe,  and 
lib  ?  or  shall  ho  openly  and  nnhositetiugly  reject  what 
acorns  fate/  ?  "  Ask  those  .prophets  of  the  Old  Testament 
what  wo  shall  do  !  ask  Soctates,  -Paul,  Luther, 

Jesus  !  ask  the  Pimteins  of  England,  the  Huguenots.  of 
Franco,  the  Covenanters  of  Scotland,  which  we  shall  do  1 
whether  wo  shall  coast  human  reason  amenable  to  tho 
priest,  or  tho  priest  amonabte  to  teaman  -reason-  Some¬ 
times  a  whole  nation  viotetos.  ito  mind,  and  submits  to  the 
priest's  creed,  v .  The  mmjratdnif  give?  up  tlimking  alto- 

f  other, —  they  can  do  ife  :«uad  have-  done  it ;  tho  few  think, 
ut  Ho  outwardly,  pretotid, mg  belief.  Than  there  comas 
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tho  mtellocturl,  death  of  tho  nation ;  the  people  are  cut.  off 
from  now  accessions  of  truth,  and  intellectually  they  die 
out.  <e  Whore  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish/*  says 
the  Old  Teatameafc;  and  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Bible 
more  ferae.  Tear  &  rose-bush  from  the  ground  and  suspend 
it  in  the  air,  will  it  thrive  ■?  Just  as  much  Will  ma&*$  mmd 
thrive  ^hm  plucked  away  from  contact  with  troth.  Bo 
yds  want  histA.dc  examples  ?  Look  at  Mahometan  conn- 
trios  compared  with  Christian,  ■  ‘VVhiirt  tho  Koran  was  in 
advance  of  the  M&honmtaiw  them  was  a  progress  m  the 
nations  which  accepted  it-  There  arose  groat  men.;;  But 
now  when  men  have  lived  .up  to  the  Koran,  and  are  for¬ 
bidden  to  think  further,  science  dies  out,  ail  original  litera¬ 
ture  disappears,  thero  is  no  groat  spiritual  growth^  la. 
tho  whole  Mahometan  world  this  day  there  is  not  &  single 
man  emin&afc  for  science  or  literature ;  not  a  great  Ma¬ 
hometan  orator,  poet,  or  statesman,  amongst  all  the  many 
millions  of  Mahometans  on  tho  round. world.  Look  afca 
Catholic  in  comparison  with  &  Protestant  country.  Com¬ 
pare  Catholic  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  with  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  Germany,  noble  Protestant  countries,  and  use  the 
odds.  Li  tho  Catholic  countries  the  priest  has  kid  himself 
down  at  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  says,  "  Boot  into  me,  and 
you  shall  have  life.'”  Compare  Catholic  Brasil  with.  Pro- 
testenfc  Kevr*  England.  Nay,  in  New  England,  go  into  tho 
families  of  private  men,  families  where  bigotry  of  the  various 
denominations,  Kcdhingari^n,  Umterinn/,aa  well  as  Trini- 
teriait—for  thoro  is  also  a  ^.Nothingarian  -  bigotry— has 
put  ite  cold,  hard  band,' forbidden  freedom  of  thought.; 
—  comparo  the  children  born  and  bred  there  witb  sttch  as 
sro  bora  and  bred  in  fatuities  where  freedom,  of  thought  is 
not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged,  and,  sm  the  diitevonco. 
The  foremost  men  of  this  country  in  science,  Iiterote.ro,. 
stetesmanshio,  arc  mm  who  have  spumed  that  Phnrmio 
meanness,  wbich  v.hain?s  a  man's  mind  and  fetters  his  oon- 
science..  ■  *-v. 

It  is  as  important  to  accumulate  the-  fchnughte  of  many 
men,  as  to  consolidate  their  property  for  building  a  roii- 
road,  a  factory,  or  -  a  town.  No  single  man  is  so  rich  as 
the  whole  people,  of  MMsmknmitM ;  and  theaglr  before  all 
others -in  some  apecsaltfcy;  no  carman  is  so  rira  m  shought 
m  mankind.  To  aggs'ogate  tee.  knowledge  of  a  hundred 
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Lavra  may  bo  made-  in  any  one  of  time  three  ways,  and 
iio  more ;  the  categories  are  ©xlurassfcivo. 

Now  boo  tho  reitttiow  of  each  individual  man  to  tho 
creed  of  his  nation  or  churchy  By  his  moral  nature  man 
ig  bound  to  believe  what  to  him  appears  true.  His  mind 
demands  it?  aa  intellectual  duty,  his  conscience  demands  it 
as  moral  duty  ;  it  is  a  part  of  Ids  religion ;  faithfulness  to 
himself  roqnir&v  tins. 

But-  he  is  likewise  morally  bound  to  reject-  everything; 
that  to  him  seems  false.  Ho  can  clems  his  mind  and  not 
think  about  the  matter  at  all,  and  m  ho  may  smm  to  be¬ 
hove  when  he  does  not;  or  ho  can  actually  think  the  other 
way,  and  Hy  about  it  and  protend  to  believ'd/  But  if  ho  h 
faithful,  ho  must  believe  what  to  him  seems  true,  and 
must  reject  what  to  him  smm's  untrue. 

!£  c,  man  does  this,  the  public  creed  of  the  people  or 
fchnrch  may  be  a  help  to  him,  because  while  it  embodies 
both  the  truths  that  men  know  and  tho  errora  which  they 
likewise  suppose  to  bo  true,  he  accepts  from  tho  creed 
what  he  deems  true,  and  rejects  what' ho  deems  felise.  The 
fahfO  that-  he  rejects,  harms  him  not;  the  tme  which  ho 
accepts  is  a  blessing.  But  there  is  this  trouble, — tho  priest, 
who  has  made,  invented,  or  imported  tho  creed,  claims  juris- 
diction  over  tho  minds  of  men  and  bids  tho  philosopher 
"  Accept  our  creed.'4  u  No  1  *?  answers  tho  philosopher, 
u  I  cannot !'  my  reason  forbids/4  “Then,  down. with  your 
reason  1 3>  th traders  tho  priest,  u  ihe.ro  is  no  truth  above 
our  creed !  Tho  priest  and  creed  are  not  amenable  to  rea¬ 
son;  reason  is  amenable  to  them  !w  What  shall  be  done? 
Shall  ‘iso  philosopher  submit,  and  aeem  to  believe?  Shall 
ho  dunk  the  other  way,  and  yet  protend  to  believe,  and 
He  ?  or  shall  he  openly  and  unhesitatingly  reject  what 
seems  false  ?  Ask  these  .prophets  of  the  Old  Testaments 
what  wo  ahull  do  1  ask  Socrates,  A?n-a.xa,gor'&s,  Paul,  Luther, 
Jesus  !  ask  the  Puritans  of  England,  the  Huguenots.  of 
Franco,  the  Covenanters  of  Scotland,  which  we  shall  do  1 
whether  w©  shall  count  human  reason  ann  mblo  to  tho 
priest,  or  tho  priest  amenable  to  hmnan  reason.  Some- 
tiroes  &  whole  nation  violates  ifes.  mind,  and  submits  to  the 
priest's  creed.  The  nanny  mainly  give  up  thinking  alto¬ 
gether, — .they  can  do  it  m\ d  h&v$  done  it;  the  few  think, 
bai  lie  outwardly,  pretending  belief.  Then  there  cornea 
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iiio  mtellectucl  death  of  tho  nation  ;  the  people  are  cafe  off 
from  new  accessions  of  truth,  and  i.rvtollectoaily  they  die 
out.  tf  Where  there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish/''  a  ay  a 
tho  Old  Testament;  and  there  m  not  a  word  in  the  Bibb 
more  ferae.  Tear  a  rose -bush  from  the  ground  and  suspend 
it  in  the  air,  will  it  thrive  ?  Just  as  much  will  man's  mind 
thrive  -^hen  plucked  away  from  contact  with  truth.  Bo 
too  want  iusK  Jo  examples  t  Look  at  Mahometan  coun¬ 
tries  compared  with  Christian,  Whilst  the  Koran  waa  in 
advance  of  tho  Mahometans  there  was  a  progress  m  the 
nations  which  accepted  it.  Thera  areas  great  men%  But 
now  when  men  have  lived  .»p  to  the  Komi/,  and  are  for¬ 
bidden  to  think  further,  science  dies  out,  all  original  litera¬ 
ture  disappears,  thero  is  no  great  spiritual  growth.  In 
tho  whole  Mahometan  world  this  day  there  is  not  ft  single* 
man  eminent  for  science  or  literature ;  not  a  great  Ma¬ 
hometan  orator,  peat,  or  statesman,  amongst  all  the  many 
millions  of  Mahometans  on  tec?  round. world.  Look  at  a 
Catholic  in  oo mpar-isoa  with  a  Protestant  country.  Com¬ 
pare  Catholic  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  with  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  Germany,  noble  Protestant  countries,  and  m®  the 
odds.  In  tho  Catholic  -countries  tho  priest  has  laid  himself 
down  at  the  foot  of  tho  tree,  and  myn,  rt  Boot  into  ms,  and 
you  shall  have  life.'”  Compare  Catholic  Brasil  with  Pro¬ 
testant  Nsw  England.  Nay,  in-  How  Bugl&ml,  go  into  the 
families  of  private  men,  families  where  bigotry  of  the  tariofis 
denominations,  Nothingarian,  Unitarian,  sa  -well  m  Trini- 
tariait— »for  there  is  also  a  a  Nothingarian  n  bigotry — -has 
put  its  cold,  hard  handled  forbidden  freedom  of  thonghfe; 
— compare  tfm  chaldron  born  and  bred  there  with  such,  as 
&ra  bora  end  bred  in  families  where  freedom  of  thought  is 
not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged,  and  see  the  difference. 
'The  foremost  men  of  this  country  in  science,  litemlu.ro, 
stetesmanshiD,  are  men  who  have  spurned  that  Pharisaic 
meanness,  which  ehains  &  man's  mind  and  fetters  his  con¬ 
science.. 

It  is  as  important  feo  accumulate  the  though  te  of  many 
men,  as  to  consolidate  their  property  for  bedding  &  rail¬ 
road,  a  factory,  or  a  town.  No  single  man  is  so  rich  as 
tho  whole  people,  of  M&sssohuscfcts  ;  sad  thmigk  before  all 
others  in  some  sipedalsfcy,  no  «  is  so  .rich  in  thought 
m  mankind.  To  aggregate  the  knowledge  of  a  hundred 
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mon,  each  Ynr.fi taring  some  special  subject,  is  of  great  value  y 
it  embodies  the  result  of  very  much  thinking,  which  may 
thus  be  hoarded  up  for  future  use.  That  is  a  good  thing  • 
and  as  each  truth  is  a  means  of  power,  it  quickens  other 
men  and  helps  them  to  think.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the 
scion  tine  associations  of  Christendom,  from  the  Boston 
Society  of  Natural  History  to  the  French  Academy, — per¬ 
haps  the  most  learned  and  accomplished  body  of  men  on 
earth.  That  is  a  legitimate  function  of  bodies  of  men 
coming  together,  each  dropping  his  special  wisdom  into 
the  human  treasury,  for  the  advantage  of  tho  whole. 

But,  on  tho  other  hand,  the  consolidation  of  the  opinions 
of  men  who  are  not  seeking  for  truth  to  liberate  mankind, 
but  for  means  to  onthral  ns  withal,  win  embody  falsehood 
and  also  retard  the  progress  of  mankind  by  hindering  free 
thought.  This  will  be  the  result  wherever  the  actual  creed 
is  taken  for  total, — embracing  all  truth  now  known;  as 
final, — embracing  all  truth  that  is  to  bo  known ;  and  as 
unquestionable,  the  ultimate  standard  of  truth. 

1  just  said  there  was  not  a  single  eminent  man  of  science 
or  letters  in  any  Mahometan  country  ;  not  a  great  scholar, 
philosopher,  or  historian.  Yet  there  is  talent  enough  bom 
into  Mahometan  countries, — as  much  as  in  Christian  na¬ 
tions  of  the  same  race ;  hut  it  has  not  opportunity  for  de¬ 
velopment;  the  young  Hercules  is  choked  in  his  cradle. 
Look  at  the  Catholics  of  the  United  States  in  comparison 
with  the  Protestants.  In  the  whole  of  America  there  is 
not  a  single  man  bora  and  bred  a  Catholic  distinguished 
for  anything  but  his  devotion  to  the  Catholic  Church :  1 
mean  to  say  there  is  not  a  man  in  America  born  and  bred 
a  Catholic,  who  has  any  distinction  in  science,  literature, 
politics,  benevolence,  or  philanthropy.  I  do  not  know 
one ;  I  never  heard  of  a  great  philosopher,  naturalist,  his¬ 
torian,  orator,  or  poet  amongst  them.  The  Jesuits  have 
been  in  existence  tnree  hundred  years ;  they  have  had  their 
pick  of  the  choicest-  intellect  of  all  Europe, — they  never 
take  a  common  man  when  they  know  it, — they  subject 
every  pupil  to  a  severe  ordeal,  physical  and  intelleefcaal, 
as  well  as  moral,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  he  has  the 
requisite  stuff  in  him  to  make  a  strong  Jesuit  out  of.  They 
havo  a  scheme  of  education  masterly  in  its  way.  But  there 
has  not  been  s  single  great-  original  man  produced  in  the 
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company  of  Jesuits  from  154-5  to  1S54.  They  absorb  talent 
enough,  but  they  strangle  it.  Clipped  oaks  never  grow 
largo.  Prune  the  roots  of  a  tree  with  a  spade,  trim  the 
branches  close  to  the  bole,  what  becomes  of  the  tree?  The 
bole  itself  remains  thin  and  scant  and  slender.  Can  a  man 
be  a  conventional  dwarf  and  a  natural  giant  at  the  same 
time  ?  Case  your  little  boy's  limbs  in  metal,  would  they 
grow  ?  Plant  a  chestnut  in  a  tea- cup,  do  you  get  a  tree  ? 
Not  a  shrub  even.  Put  a  priest,  or  a  priest's  creed,  as  the 
only  soil  for  a  man  to  grow*  in ;  he  grows  not.  The  great 
God  provided  the  natural  mode  of  operation  : — do  you  sup¬ 
pose  He  will  turn  aside  and  mend  or  mar  the  universe  at 
your  or  my  request  f  .  I  think  God  will  do  no  such  thing. 

Now  see  tho  relation  of  tho  individual  to  the  statutes  of 
men.  There  is  a  natural  duty  to  obey  over}'  statute  which 
is  just.  It  is  so  before  the  thing  becomes  a  statute.  The 
legislator  makes  a  decree ;  it  is  a  declaration  that  certain 
things  must  bo  done,  or  certain  other  things  not  done.  If 
the  tilings  commanded  are  just,  tho  statute  does  not  make 
them  just ;  does  not  make  them  any  more  morally  obliga¬ 
tory  than  they  were  before.  'Hie  legislator  may  make  it 
very  uncomfortable  for  mo  to  disobey  his  command  when 
that  is  wicked ;  ho  cannot  make  it  right-  for  me  to  keep  it 
when  wicked.  All  tho  moral  obligation  depends  on  the 
justice  of  the  statute,  not  on  its  legality ;  not  on  its  con¬ 
stitutionality  ;  but  on  the  fact  that  it  is  a  part  of  tho  na¬ 
tural  law  of  God,  tho  natural  mode  of  operation  of  man. 
The  statute  no  more  makes  it  a  moral  duty  to  love  men  and 
not  hate  them,  than  the  multiplication  table  makes  twice 
two  four :  the  multiplication  table  declares  this ;  it  does 
not  make  it.  If  a  statute  announces,  "Thou  shalt  hate 
t-hv  neighbour,  not  love  him,”  it  does  not  change  the  na¬ 
tural  moral  duty,  more  than  the  multiplication  table  would 
alter  the  fact  if  it  should  declare  that  twice  two  is  three. 
Geometry  proves  that  the  three  angles  of  a  triangle  are 
equal  to  two  right  angles ;  it  does  not  make  Hie  equality 
between  the  two. 

Now,  then,  as  it  is  a  moral  duty  to  obey  a  just  statute 
because  it  is  just,  so  it  is  a  moral  duty  to  disobey  any 
statute  which  is  unjust.  If  the  statute  squares  with  the 
law  of  God,  if  tho  constitution  of  Morocco  corresponds  with 
the  constitution,  of  tho  universe,  which  God  writ  in  my 
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heart, — then  I  am  to  keep  the  constitution  of  Morocco  ;  if 
not,  disobey  it,  as.  a  matter  of  conscience. 

Here,  iu  disobedience,  there  are  two  degrees.  First,  there 
is  passive  disobedience,  non-obedience,  the  doing  nothing 
for  the  statute;  and  second,  there  is  active  disobedience, 
which  is  resistance,  the  doing  something,  not  for  the 
statute,  but  something  against  it.  Sometimes  the  moral 
duty  is  accomplished  by  the  passive  disobedience,  doing 
nothing ;  sometimes,  to  accomplish  the  moral  duty,  it  is 
requisite  to  resist,  to  do  something  against  the  statute. 
Howover,  we  are  to  resist  wrong  by  right,  not  wrong  by 
wrong. 

There  are  many  statutes  which  relate  mainly  to  matters 
of  convenience.  They  are  rules  of  public  conduct  indeed, 
but  only  rules  of  prudence,  not  of  morals.  Such  are  the 
statutes  declaring  that  a  man  shall  not  vote  till  twenty-one; 
that  ho  shall  drive  his  team  on  tho  right-hand  side  of  the 
street ;  that  he  may  tako  six  per  cent,  per  annum  ns  in¬ 
terest,  and  not  sixty;  that  ho  may  catch  alewivos  in 
Taunton  River  on  Fridays,  and  not  on  Thursdays  or  Satur¬ 
days.  It  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  such  rules  of 
prudence  as  these ;  and  while  they  do  not  offend  the  con¬ 
science  every  good  man  will  respect  them  ;  it  is  not  im¬ 
moral  to  keep  them. 

The  intellectual  value  of  n  creed  is,  that  whilo  it  embodies 
truth  it  also  represents  the  free  thought  of  the  believer  who 
has  come  to  that  conclusion,  either  by  himself  alone,  or  as 
lie  has  been  voluntarily  helped  thitherward  by  some  person 
who  knows  better  than  he.  In  that-  ease  his  creed  is  tho 
monument  of  the  m;  n's  progress,  and  is  the  basis  for  futuro 
progress.  It  is  to  him,  in  that  stage  of  his  growth,  tho 
right  rule  of  intellectual  conduct.  But  when  the  creed  is* 
forced  on  tho  man,  and  ho  pretends  to  believe  and  behoves 
not,  or  only  tacitly  assents,  not  having  thought  enough  to 
deny  it, — then  it  debases  and  enslaves  the  rnan. 

Bo  tho  moral  valuo  of  a  statute  is,  that  while  it  embodies 
justice  it  also  represents  the  freo  conscience  of  tho  nation. 
Then  also  it  is  a  monument  of  tho  nation's  moral  progress, 
showing  how  far  it  has  got  on.  It  ia  likewise  a  basis  for 
futuro  progress,  being  a  right  rule  for  moral  conduct.  But 
when  tho  statute  only  embodies  injustice,  and  eo  violates 
tho  conscience,  and  is  forced  on  men  by  bayonets,  then  its 
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moral  value  is  all  gone  ;  it  is  against  the  conscience.  If 
the  people  consent  to  sutler  it,  it  is  because  they  are  weak  ; 
and  if  they  consent  to  obey  it,  it  is  because  they  are  also 
wicked. 

When  the  foremost  moral  men  make  a  statute  in  advance 
of  the  people,  and  then  attempt  to  enforce  that  law  against 
the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  it  is  an  effort  in. 
the  right  direction  and  is  educational ;  then  I  suppose  the 
best  mon  will  try  to  execute  the  law',  and  will  appeal  to 
the  best  motives  in  the  rest  of  men.  But  even  in  such  a 
case,  if  ever  this  is  attempted,  it  should  always  bo  done  with 
the  greatest  caution,  lest  the  leader  go  too  fast  for  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  undertaking  to  drag  the  nation  instead  of  leading 
them.  You  may  drag  dead  oxen,  drive  liviqg  oxen;  but 
a  nation  is  not  to  be  dragged,  not  to  be  driven,  even  in  the 
right  direction  ;  it  is  to  be  led.  A  grown  father,  six  feet 
high,  does  not  walk  five  miles  tho  hour  with  his  child  two 
years  old ;  if  ho  does,  ho  must  drag  his  boy ;  if  ho  wants 
to  lead  him  ho  must  go  by  slow  and  careful  steps,  new  and 
thou  caking  him  over  tho  rough  places  in  his  arms.  That 
mini  ho  done  when  the  lawmaker  is  very  far  in  advance  of 
tho  people  ;  ho  must  lead  them  gently  to  the  right  end. 

But  when  a  wicked  statute  is  made  by  tho  hindmost  men 
in  morals,  men  far  in  tho  rear  of  tho  average  of  the  people, 
and  urging  them  in  the  wrong  direction  ;  when  tho  statute 
oft  ends  the  conscience  of  the  people,  and  tho  rulers  under¬ 
take  by  violence  to  enforce  the  statute,  then  it  am  bo  only 
mean  men  who  will  desire  its  execution,  and  thoy  must  ap¬ 
peal  to  tho  lowy.su  motives  which  animate  mean  men,  and 
will  thus  debase  tho  people  further  and  further. 

The  priest  makes  a  creed  against  tho  mind  of  tho  people, 
and  says,  “  There  is  no  truth  above  my  creed  I  Down 
with  your  reason  !  it  asks  terrible  questions.”  So  tho 
Catholic  is  always  taught  by  authority.  Tho  priest  does 
not  aim  to  convinces  tho  reason ;  not  at  all !  Ho  says  to 
tho  philosophers,  “  This  is  tho  doetrino  of  the  Church.  It 
is  a  truo  doctrine,  and  you  must  believe  it,  not  because  it 
is  true, — you  have  no  right  to  ask  questions, —but  because 
the  Church  says  eo.M  Tho  tyrant  makes  a  statute,  and 
says,  “  There  is  no  law  above  this,"  Tho  subject  is  not 
to  ask,  “  Is  tho  statute  right  ?  does  it  conform  to  tho  con¬ 
stitution  of  tho  universe,  to  God’s  will  reflected  in  my 
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conscience  ? ”  He  is  only  to  inquire,  "  I.h  it  a  statu  to -law  ? 
what  does  tho  iudgo  say  ?  There  is  no  higher  lav.'.’' 

That  is  the  doctrine  which  is  taught  to-day  in  almost 
every  political  newspaper  in  this  country,  Whig  and  Demo¬ 
cratic  ;  tt ml  in  many  of  the  theological  newspapers.  But 
the  theological  newspapers  do  not  tench  it  as  a  principle 
and  all  at  once;  they  teach  it  in  detail,  as  a  measure,  tell¬ 
ing  us  that  this  or  that  particular  statute  is  to  be  observed, 
say  conscience-  what  it  may.  It  is  assumed  that  tho  legis¬ 
lator  is  not  amenable  to  tho  rules  of  natural  justice.  Ho 
is  only  to  bo  checked  by  tho  constitution  of  tho  land,  not 
tho  constitution  of  the  universe. 

See  how  tho  principle  once  worked.  Pharaoh  made  a 
statute  that  all  the  new-born  boys  of  Hebrew  parentage 
should  bo  titled  as  soon  as  they  were  born.  That  was  the 
statute  ;  and  instructions  were  given  to  the  nurses,  "If  it 
bo  a  son,  then  ye  shall  kill  him.”  Did  it  become  the 
moral  duty  of  nurso  Shiprah  and  nurse  Push  to  drown 
every  new-born  Hebrew’  baby  in  the  river  Nilo  ?  Was  it 
tho  moral  duty  of  Amram  and  Jochebed  to  allow  Moses  to 
bo  killed  ?  It  is  only  a  legitimate  application  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  laid  down  by  "  the  highest  authorities  ”  in  America, — 
what,  are  called  the  highest,  though  I  reckon  them  among 
the  lowest. 

King  Darius  forbade  prayer  to  any  God  or  man  except 
himself.  Should  the  worshippers  of  Jehovah  hold  back 
their  prayer  to  their  Creator  ?  Daniel  was  of  rniher  a  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion.  A  few  years  ago  a  minister  of  a  "  promi¬ 
nent  church  ”  in  this  city  was  told  of  another  minister  who 
had  exhorted,  persons  to  disobey  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill, 
because  it  was  contrary  t-o  tho  law  of  God  and  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  right.  "What  do  you  think  of  it?”  said  ;he 
questioner,  who  was  a  woman,  to  tho  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
"Very  bad!”  replied  he,  "this  minister  ought  to  keep 
tho  statute,  and  ho  should  not  advise  men  to  disobey  it.” 
"  But,”  said  tho  good  woman,  "  Daniel,  we  are  told,  when 
tho  law  was  otherwise,  prayed  to  the  Lord  !  prayed  right 
out  loud  three  times  a  day,  with  his  window'  wide  open  ! 
Did  he  do  right  or  wrong v  Would  not  you  have  done 
the  same  ?  ”  The  minister  said,  "  If  I  had  lived  in  those 
times, — I  think — I  «hould — have  shut  my  window.”  There 
was  no  higher  law  ! 
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King  Herod  ordered  all  the  young  children  in  Bethlehem 
to  bo  slain.  Was  it  right  for  the  magistrate  to  execute 
the  order  ?  for  the  justices  of  tho  peace  to  kill  the  babie®  ? 
for  the  father#  and  mothers  to  do  nothing  against  tku 
massacre  of  those  innocents  ?  The  person  who  wrote  tho 
account  of  it  seems  to  ha^o  been  of  rather  a  different 
opinion. 

King  Henry  the  Eighth  of  England  ordered  that  no  man 
should  read  the  English  Bible.  Heading  tho  Bible  in  tho 
kingdom  was  made  a  felony,-  punishable  with  dentil, 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  Was  it  the  duty  of  Dr  Franklin's 
humble  fathers  to  refuse*  to  road  their  Bibles  ?  They  did 
read  them,  ami  your  fathers  and  mine  also,  1  trust.  King 
Pharaoh,  Darius,  Herod,  Henry  the  Eighth,  could  -  -f-  make 
a  ’wrong  thing  right.  If  a  mechanic  puts  his  wht~-i  on  the 
upper  side  of  the  dam,  do  you  suppose  the  Merrimack  is 
going  to  run  up  into  New  Hampshire  to  turn  his  mill  ? 
Just  ns  soon  as  tho  great  God  will  undo  his  own  mo  ml 
work  to  accommodate  a  foolish  and  wicked  legislator. 

Suppose  it  was  not  the  king,  *  ono-headed  legislator, 
but  tho  majority  of  tho  nation,  a  legislator  with  many 
heads,  who  made  tho  statutes,  would  that  alter  tho  easo  ? 
Unco,  when  France  was  democratic,  the  democracy  ordered 
the  butchery  of  thousands  of  men  and  women.  Was  it  a 
moral  duty  to  massacre  the  people  ? 

I  know  very'  well  it  is  commonly  taught  that-  it-  is  tho 
moral  duty  of  tho  officers  of  government  to  execute  every 
statute,  and  of  the  people  to  submit  thereto,  no  matter  how 
wicked  the  statute  may  bo.  This  is  the  doctrine  of  tho 
Supremo  Court  of  tho  United  States  of  America,  of  tho  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  tho  United  States;  I  know  very  well  it  is  tho 
doctrine  of  tho  majority  of  tho  legislature  in  both  houses  of 
Congress  ;  it  is  tho  doctrine  of  the  churches  of  commerce  ; 
— God  bo  praised,  it  is  not  tho  doctrine  of  the  churches  of 
Christianity,  and  there  are  such  in  every  denomination,  in 
many  a  town  ;  oven  in  tho  great  centres  of  commerce  there 
are  ministers  of  many  denominations,  earnest,  faithful  men, 
who  declare  openly  that  they  will  keep  God's  law,  come 
what  will  of  man’s  statute.  This  is  pract’cal  piety  ;  the 
opposite  is  practical  atheism.  I  have  known  some  specu¬ 
lative  atheists.  I.  abhor  their  doctrines ;  but  tho  specula¬ 
tive  atheists  that  1  have  known  all  recognize  a  law  higher 
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than  men's  passions  arid  calculations ;  tho  law  of  some 
power  which  make®  the  Universe  and  sways  it  for  noble 
purposes  mid  ,te  a  biased  end. 

Then  eomm  the  docstri.no While  the  statute  is  on  the 
books  it  roast  be  enforced :  it  is  not  only  the  right  of  the 
legislator  to  make  any  con&tifcniional  statute  h&  pleases, 
bat  it  is  the  moral  and  religions  duty  of  the  magistrate  to 
enforce  the  statute ;  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  obey. 
Bo  in  Pharaoh's  time  ifc  was  a  room!  duty  to  drown  the 
babies  in  the  Nile  j  in  Darius1  time  to  pray  to  King  Danes, 
and  him  only ;  in  Herod's  time  to  massacre  the  children  of 
Bethlehem ;  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time  to  cast-  your  Bible 
to  the  Barnes.  Iscariot  only  did  a  disagreeable  duty. 

It  is  a  most  dreadful  doctrine- ;  utterly  false !  Has  a 
legislator.  Pharaoh,  Darius,  Hared,  Henry  the  Eighth,  a 
single  tyrant,  any  moral  right  to  repudiate  God,  and  de¬ 
clare  himself  not  amenable  to  the  moral  law  of  the  uni¬ 
verse?  Yon  all  answer,  No  1  Hare  ten  millions  of  men 
out  of  nineteen  millions  in  America  a  right  to  do  this? 
Has  any  man  a  moral  right  to  repudiate  justice  and  declare 
himself  not  amenable  to  conscience  and  to  God  ?  Where 
did  he  get  the  right  to  invade  the  con  science  of  mankind  t 
is  i%  because  he  is  legislator,  magistrate,  governor,  pre¬ 
sident,  king  ?  a  right  to  do  wrong ! 

Suppose  all  the  voluptuaries  of  America  held  a  congress 
of  lewdness  at  New  Orleans,  and  said,  “There  is  no  law 
higher  than  the  brute  instinctive  passion  of  lust  in  men/' 
— then  would  the  pimps,  and  bawds,  and  lechers  bavo  the 
mom!  right  to  repudiate  conscience  and  croak  purity  out 
of  the  nation  t 

Imagine  that  all  the  misers,  and  sharpers,  and  cheats 
held  a  convention  of  avarice  at  New  York  or  Boston,  and. 
made  statutes  accordingly,  declaring,  “There  is  no  law 
higher  than  covetousness, “-r-would  they  have  the  moral 
right  to  lie,  and  steal,  and  cheat,  and  “  crush  out''  all  the 
honest  men  ? 

Fancy  all  the  ruffians  and  man-killers  assembled  in  San 
Francisco, — ifc  would  bo  a  fit  place,  for  there  were  twelve 
hundred  murders  committed  there  in  less  than  four  years, 
—held  a  convention  of  violence,  and  sought  to  organise 
murder,  and  declared,  “'There  is  no  law  higher  than  the 
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might  of  the- lifted  wra” — would  they  have  tho  moral  right 
to  kill,  stab,  batcher  whomsoever  they  pleased  ? 

But  that  is  supposing  all  this  wickedness  done  without  • 
the  form  of  m  elected  legislature.  Thou  suppose  tho 
actual  legislatures  of  tho  nation  should  revise  tho  Consti¬ 
tution  and  delegate  tho  power  to  those  persons  to  do  that 
work  and  make  statutes  for  tho  protection  of  kwda&sa, 
fraud,  and  butchery, — would  it  then' be  tho  moral  duty  of 
tho  rulers  to  enforce  those  statutes ;  and  of  tho  people  to 
submit  ?  Just  us  much  as  it  is  the  moral  duty  of  men  to 
enforce  t:n y  wicked  statute  made  under  tho  present  Con¬ 
stitution  of  tho  Hoi  ted  States  and  by  tho  present  legislators, 
Tho  principle  is  dike.  It  is  only  justified  oh  tho  idea  that 
thorn  is  no  God  and  this  world  is  &  chaos.  But  yet  it  is 
taught: ;  and  only  last  Sunday  the  minister  of  a  u  urominonfc 
church^  taught  that  every  law  must  bo  executed,  right  or 
wrong,  and  thanked  tho  soldiers  who,  with  their  bayonets, 
forced  an  innocent  man-  to  slavery.  Ho  matter  how  unjust 
a  statute  is,  it  must  bo  enforced  and  obeyed  so  long  m  it 
is  on  the  law  book  1 

Human  law  in  general  is  a  useful  and  indispensable  in¬ 
strument;  but  because  a  special  statute  has  been  made 
for  injustice,  is  it  to  be  used  for  injustice?  Massachusetts 
has  some  thousands  of  muskets  in  tho  arsenal  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  ;  but  because  they  were  made  to  shoot  with,  shall  I 
take  them  to  kill  my  neighbours ;  shall  the  governor  order 
the  soldiers  to  shoot  down  the  cifeena  t  It  is  m  worse  to 
do  injustice  with  a  gun  than  to  do  injustice  with  &  statute. 
h  is  not  merely  the  means  by  which  the  wicked  end  is 
reached  that  is  wicked,  it  is  the  end  itself ;  and  if  tho 
means  is  a  thing  otherwise  good,  the  wicked  end  makes  its 
use  atrocious.  What  is  the  statute  in  the  one  case  but  a 
tool,  and  the  gun  a  tool  in  the  other  case  ?  The  instru¬ 
ment  is  not  to  be  blamed,  and  the  statute  is  no  more  to  be 
used  for  a  vricked  purpose  than  tho  gun;  a  State  statute 
no  more  than  a  State  gun .  Medicine  is  a  very  useful  thing. 
But  will  you,  therefore,  go  into  an  apothecary's  shop  md 
take  his  drugs  at  random  ?  If  yon  are  killed  by  a  poison 
it  is  no  better  because  called  -e medicine.”  • 

But  the  notion  that  every  statute  must  be  enforced  is 
historically  false.  Who  enforces  tho  Sunday  law  in  Mas- 
rot,  t.  is 
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saebasotta  t  Every  daily  newspaper  yon  will  reed  to¬ 
morrow  mornb^g  violate  the  statutes  of  Msssac&«s4stta  te- 
day.  It  would  not  bo  possible  to  enforce  them.  Of  all 
tho  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital  in  Massachusetts,  within 
twelve  inoatbs,  overy  dollar  baa  violated  the  statute  against 
us  my.  Nobody  enforces  these  acta.  Half  the  statutes  of 
Now  England  are  but  sleeping  lions  to  wait  for  the  call  of 
tbo  ;  i&obedy  wakes  them  up  every  day.  Some  have 

been,  so  long  fast  asleep  that  they  are  dead. 

When  the  nation  will  accept  every  creed  which  tho 
priest  makes,  because  it  is  made  for  them,  thou  they  are 
tools  for  the  priest,  intelleotuaUy  dead;  and  they  arc  fit  to 
have  Catholic  tyrants  rule  over  them  in  the  church*  When 
the  nation  is  willing  to  accept  a  statute  which  violates  the 
natiorr’s  conscience,  the  nation  is  rotten.  If  a  statute  is 
right,  I  will  ask  how  I  can  best  obey  it.  “When  it  is  wrong, 
I  will  ask  how  I  can  best  disobey  it, — most  safely,  most 
effectually,  with  tho  least  violence.  When  we  make  tho 
priest  the  keeper  of  our  creed,  the  State  the  master  of  our 
conscience,  then  if  is  all  over  with  us. 

Sometimes  a  great  deal  of  sophistry  is  used  to  deceive 
tho  consciences  of  men  and  make  them  think  a  wicked  law 
is  just  sad  right.  There  are  two  modes  of  procedure  for 
reaching  this  end. 

One  is  to  weaken  the  man’s  confidence  in  his  own  moral 
perceptions  by  debasing  human  nature,  declaring  "that  con¬ 
science  in  a  most  uncertain  guide  for  the  individual,"  end 
showing  that  .nil  manner- of  follies  and  oven  wicked, mvs* 
have  been  perpetrated  in  its  name.  So  all  manner  of  fol¬ 
lies  have  been  taught  in  the  name  of  reason,  and  foolish 
undertakings  have  boon  set  a  going  by  prudent  and  prac¬ 
tical  men.  But  is  that  sufficient  argument  for  refusing  to 
trust  the  science  of  the  philosopher  and  the  common  sense 
of  practical  men  ?  *  r 

Ihe  ether  way  is  to  pretend  that  the  obnoxioug  statute 
is (t  consistent  with  morality  end  religion."  Thus  the  most 
w  liked  acts  have  been  announced  in  the  name  of  God. 
The  Catholics  claimed  divine  authority  for  the  Inquisition ; 
the  Carthaginians  alleged  the  command  of  God  m  authority 
for  sacrificing  children  to  Melkarte.  In  the  Law  Library 
at  Cambridge,  a-  copy  of  the  English  Bible  in  folio  was  once 
the  first  book  in  tho  collection :  a  Professor  then  used  often 
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to  point  to  the  Bible  and  say,  “  That  is  tho  foundation  of 
the  law.  Tw  all  rest*  on  tho  word  of  God  1  ”  So  every 
wicked  statute,  each  “  ungodly  custom  become  a  law/' 
had  a  dr.  mo  authority  !  Tho  same  experiment.  is  often 
tried  with  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill — it  is  declared  “divine/* 
having  “  the  sanction  of  tho  JUr.v,  and  the  Prophets,  and  tho 
Gospel." 

With  these  two  poisons  do  men  corrupt  tho  public 
fountains  of  morality  ! 

Religion  is  the  only  basis  for  everything.  It  must  go 
everywhere,  into  the  mares  shop,  into  the  seamstress'  work¬ 
room,  must  steer  tho  sail  or*  a  ship.  Reverence  for  the  In¬ 
finite  Mind,  and  Conscience,  and  Heart,  and  Soul,  who  is 
Cause  and  Providence  of  this  world, — that  must-  go  up  to 
tho  highest  heights  of  our  speculation,  clown  to  tho  lowest 
deeps  of  our  practice.  Take  that  tnvay,  and  there  is  nothing 
cm  which  you  can  depend,  even  for  your  money ;  or  for 
your  liberty  and  life.  Without  a  reverence  for  tho  higher 
law  of  God  everything  will  bo  ruled  by  interest  or  violence. 
Tho  Church  will  collapse  into  nothing,  tho  State  will  go 
down  to  ruin  ! 

All  around  us  arc  monuments  of  men  who,  in  the  naino 
of  truth  broke  tho  priest’s  creed,  defied  the  king's  statute 
in  the  spirit  of  justice.  Look  at  them  !  There  is  a  little 
one  at  Acton  where  two  men  gave  their  lives  for  their 
country  ;  another  at  Concord  ;  one  at  Lexington, — a  little 
pile  of  dear  old  mossy  stone,  “Sacred  to  Liberty  and  the 
Rights  of  Mankind  another  nt  Wert  Gimbridgo ;  ano¬ 
ther  at  Danvers, — all  commemorative  of  tho  same,  deed  ; 
and  on  yonder  hill  there  is  n  great  stone  finger  pointing  to 
God's  higher  law,  and  casting  its  shadow  on  tho  shame  of 
tho  two  sister  cities.  All  Now  England  is  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  those  inen  who  trusted  God's  higher  law, 
and  for  its  sake  put  an  owm  three  thousand  miles 
wide  between  them  and  their  mothers’  bones.  It  is  this 
which  makes  Plymouth  Rock  so  dear.  Our  calendar  is 
dotti  d  all  ovv;r  with  days  sacred  to  tho  memory  of  such 
men.  What  arc  tho  First  of  August,  tho  Twenty -second 
of  December,  tho  Nineteenth  of  April,  the  Seventeenth  of 
June,  the  Fourth  of  July,  but  bright  red-letter  daya  in  oar 
calendar,  marked  bv  tho  memory  of  men  who  were  faith¬ 
ful  to  God,  nay  the  statutes  of  tyrants  wliat  they  may  say  ? 
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Nay,  what  else  aro  these  venerable  days,  called  Christmas. 
Plaster,  Pentecost,  and  the  Catholic  saints’  days  through¬ 
out  the  Christian  year  r 

There  is  one  thing  which  this  Biblo  teaches  in  almost 
every  page,  and  that  is  reverence  for  tho  higher  law  of 
God.  The  greatest  men  who  wrote  hero  wore  only  men ; 
to  err  is  human,  wo  ail  learn  by  experiment,  and  they  were 
mistaken  in  many  things ;  but  all  teach  this,  from  tho  lit- 
tk'St  to  tho  greatest,  from  Genesis  to  Bov  elation, — Kmoiox 
BEFORE  ALL  OTIIKE  THiNOS,  It  EVE  LUNCH  FOR  Gc)D  ABOVE  ALL  ! 
It  was  that  for  which  Jesus  bowed  his  head  on  tho  cross, 
and  u  sat  down  at  tho  rigid  hand  of  God.” 

There  is  an  Infinite  God  !  You  and  I  owo  allegiance  to 
Him,  and  our  service  of  Him  is  tho  keeping  of  every  law 
which  he  made; — keeping  ic  faithfully,  euraesdy,  honestly. 
That  in  Religion,  and  to  those  who  do  it,  on  every'  thunder¬ 
ing  cloud  which  passes  over  their  heads,  Ho  will  cast  his 
rainbow,  girdling  it  with  sevenfold  magnificence  and 
beauty,  and  on  that  cloud  take  them  to  His  own  kingdom 
of  heaven,  to  bo  wbh  Him  for  over  and  for  ever. 
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NEW  ASSAULT  UPON  FREEDOM  IX  AMERICA, 
AND  THE  GENERAL  STATE  OE  THE  COUNTRY 
IX  RELATION  THEREUNTO, 


S2T  TORTil  IN  A  DIHCOUUSr.  I‘KEACIIED  AT  Til K  JiUSIC  HAL!.,  IN 
BOSTON,  ON  SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  12,  ISM. 


The  dark  places  of  tis^carlii  are  foil  of  the  habitat!  oms  of  cruelty. — Psajjj 
Ixxir.  20. 


Ik  to  UK  next  Sunday  it  will  bo  nine  years  since  I  first 
spoke  to  you  in  this  city,  coming  at  your  request.  Iu  tho 
first  discourse  I  spoko  of  tho  Necessity  of  Religion  for  tho 
Conduct  of  tho  Individual  and  tho  State.  Since  that  time 
several  crises  have  occurred  in  our  national  affairs  which 
have  led  mo  to  endeavour  to  apply  tho  great  principles  of 
Religion  to  tlio  political  measures  of  this  nation.  It  is 
something  more  than  a  year  since  any  such  event  has 
called  forth  such  treatment  in  this  place.  But  now  another 
assault  has  been  made  upon  the  liberty  of  man,  in  America, 
and  so  to-day  I  ask  your  attention  to  some  thoughts  on 
tho  new  ua&ault  upon  freedom  in  America,  and  tho  general 
state  of  the  country  in  relation  thereunto. 

To  comprehend  tho  matter  clearly,  and  the  cause  and 
tho  consequences  of  tins  special  iniquity  now  contemplated, 
wo  must  begin  far  off  and  study  tho  general  course  of  hu¬ 
man  conduct  in  America, — tho  last  new  continent  left  as  a 
stage  for  tho  development  of  mankind. 

The  transfer  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  tribe  to  this  Western 
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continent  is  ono  of  tho  mo3t  important  events  which  has 
taken  place  in  tho  last  thousand  years.  Since  the  Pro¬ 
testant  Reformation,  -which  helped  forward  the  ideas  that 
were  tho  banner  of  tho  march,  nothing  has  proved  so  sig¬ 
nificant  as  tho  westward  movement  of  this  swarm  of  men, 
not  so  much  coming  os  driven  out  from  tho  old  close-pent 
European  hive,  an*1  then  settling  down  on  tho  new  con¬ 
tinent. 

A  few  Romano-Coltic  Frenchmen  hod  already  moored 
their  venturous  shallops  in  the  American  water,  and  pitched 
their  military  tents  in  what  was  else  only  tho  great  wilder¬ 
ness  of  North  America,  roamed  over  by  wild  beasts  and 
wild  men,  also  tho  children  of  tho  woods. 

The  Spanish  tribo  had  come  before  oither,  and  with 
military  greediness  wore  eating  up  tho  wealthy  South. 
But  Spain  could  sot  only  a  peer  and  perishing  scion  in  tho 
now  world.  That  was  always  an  evil  tree  to  graft  from, 
not  producing  good  fruit.  Besides,  an  old  nation,  in  a 
state  of  decay,  founds  no  healthy  colonies.  Tho  children 
of  a  decomposing  State,  time-worn  and  debauched,  though 
with  a  whole  continent  before-  them — what  could  they  ac¬ 
complish  for  mankind  ?  They  inherited  tho  idleness,  tho 
ferocity,  tho  military  avarice,  tho  superstition  and  heinous 
enmity,  of  a  people  never  remarkable  for  any  high  traits  of 
character.  Two  thousand  years  ago,  the  Celto-jLberic  tribo 
mingled  with  .he  Roman  ;  then  with  the  Yisi-Goth,  tho 
Moor,  the  Jew — war  proclaiming  the  savage  nuptials, — and 
modern  Spain  is  tho  issue  of  this  six-folu  juncture.  This 
composite  tribe  of  mon  had  onco  somo  martial  vigour ;  nay, 
some  commercial  enterprise,  but  it  has  done  little  to  ad¬ 
vance  mankind  by  tho  invention  of  new  ideas,  the  organiz¬ 
ation  thereof,  or  tho  administration  of  what  others  devised 
and  organized ;  tho  meanest  and  most  cruel  of  the  Christian 
nations,  to -day  she  seems  mndo  but  of  tho  leavings  of  tho 
world.  To  Columbus,  adventurous  Italy's  most  vonturous 
son, she  gavo,  grudgingly,  three  miserable  ships,  wherewith 
that  daring  genius  sailed  through  tho  classic  and  mcdifoval 
darkness  which  covered  the  great  Atlantic  deep,  opening 
to  mankind  a  new  world,  and  new  destination  therein.  No 
Queen  wore  ever  a  diadem  m  precious  as  those  pearls  which 
Isabella  dropped  into  the  Western  sen,  a  bridal  gift  whore- 
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by  the  Old  World,  •well  endowed  with  Art  and  Science, 
and  t-bo  hoarded  wealth  of  cxporionco,  wed  America,  rich 
only  ’n  her  gifts  from  nature  and  her  hopes  in  time.  Tho 
throo  most  valuable  contributions  Spain  has  made  to  man¬ 
kind  are  tho  Oonsolato  del  mare,  tho  Barcelonian  bud 
whonco  modern  mercantile  law  lias  slowly  blossomed 
forth  ;  tho  threo  scant  ships  a  wealthy  nation  furnished 
to  the  Gonoeso  navigator  whom  the  world's  instinct 
pushed  Westward  in  quest  of  continents;  and  Don  Quixote, 
a  masterly  satire  on  a  form  of  folly  then  old-fashioned  and 
last  getting  extinct.  These  are  tho  chief  .contributions 
Spain  has  dropped  into  tho  nlmsbox  of  tho  world-  Coarse 
olives,  huge  onions,  strong  red  wine — these  are  tho  offerings 
of  tho  Spanish  mind  in  tho  world’s  fair  of  modern  times. 
Sinco  the  days  of  Seneca  and  Lucan,  perhaps  Sorvotus  is 
hor  foremost  man,  fantastic-minded  yet  rich  in  germs  of 
fertile  thought.  Moorish  and  Hebrew  greatness  has  indeed 
been  cradled  on  her  soil,  but  thereof  Spain  was  not  the 
mother. 

Long  before  tho  Anglo-Saxons,  tho  Spaniard  camo  to 
America ;  greedy  of  money,  hungering  for  reputation — tho 
glory  of  tho  Gascon  stock.  Ho  brought  tho  proud  but 
thin  and  sickly  blood  of  a  decaying  tribe ;  tho  traditionary 
institutions  of  tho  past — Theocracy,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy, 
Despotocracy,  tho  dominion  of  tho  muster  over  tho  ex- 
ploiterod  slave.  Ho  brought  tho  mass-book  and  legends 
of  unnatural  saints, — tho  symbols  of  superstition  and  ec¬ 
clesiastic  tyranny  ;  tho  sword, — tho  fast  argument  of 
Spanish  kings,  tho  symbol  of  military  dopotism ;  fetters 
and  tho  bloodhound.  Ho  brought  no  great  ideas,  now 
trees  started  in  tho  old  nursery  of  tho  past ;  no  noblo  senti¬ 
ments,  tho  seed-corn  of  ideal  harvests  yet  to  bo.  Ho  shared 
only  tho  material  momentum  of  the  human  race  which  dashed 
his  Eastern  body  on  tho  Western  world.  He  butchered  tho 
Indians  who  disbelieved  “  the  immaculate  conception  of 
our  blessed  Lady  ’’  as  taught  by  men  of  most  'Titanic,  all- 
devouring  lust.  Ho  set  up  tho  Inquisition,  and  soon  had 
monks  and  nuns  behoving  what  heathen  Guatemoziu  would 
havo  fouud  bitterer  than  fire.  Tho  Spaniard  attempted  to 
found  no  institution  which  was  an  improvement  on  what  ho 
left  behind — ho  reproduced  only  tho  Church,  tho  State,  tho 
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Community,  and  Family,  of  fcho  middle  ages.  Ifo  hated 
arts,  letters,  liberty  ;  even  the  mass  of  the  peoplo  seemed 
to  care  nothing  for  freedom  of  body  or  of  nind. 

Tho  Spaniard  settled  in  the  fairest  parts  of  the  new-found 
land,  amongst  tribes  already  far  advanced  toward  civiliza¬ 
tion — the  world’s  foremost  barbarians.  Ho  slew  them 
•with  merciless  rapacity  ;  took  their  stone-built  cities ; 
occupied  their  land  hotter  tilled  thnn  tho  gardens  of  Castile ; 
ho  seized  their  abundant  gold;  stole  thc*ir  wives  and  their 
maidens.  At  homo  the  people  were  wonted  t-o  bull-fights, 
wherein  the  valiant  Matador  risks  his  own  worthless  body, 
and  to  Autos  da  Fa,  where  tho  cowardly  priestc  burn  their 
freethinking  sister  without  hazarding  their  own  nuisance 
of  a  life  ;  in  America  the  Spaniard  rioted  in  tho  murder  of 
men.  The  pictured  horrors  of  Do  Brv  report  only  a  drop 
of  tho  blood  so  torturously  shed ;  yet  two  hundred  aud 
fifty  years  ago  they  terrified  all  Europe — Latin,  German, 
French,  English,  Dutch. 

To  America,  Spain  transferred  tho  suporstition  and 
tyranny  of  mediaeval  Europe,  its  four-fold  despotism, — 
ecclesiastical,  political,  social,  domestic.  She  reinvented 
negro  slaver}'.  Six  thousand  years  ago,  beforo  fcho  "  flood,” 
yea,  before  mythological  Cain  had  been  conceived  by  a 
'Hebrew  head,  Egypt,  it  seems,  was  guilty  of  this  crime. 
In  tho  middle  ages  negro  slavey}'  was  an  art  well  nigh  lost. 
Spain,  first  of  the  Christian  nations,  enforced  religion  with 
the  knife,  and  beheaded  men  for  heresy ;  she  rolled  tho 
Inquisition  ns  a  sweet  morsel  under  her  tongue;  her 
Sovereigns,  who  extinguished  tho  brand  which  smoked  on 
tho  national  hearth  yet  warm  with  Gothic  liberty,  who 
butchered  tho  Moors  and  banished  tho  plundered  Jews, 
were  for  such  services  styled  u  tho  Catholic  !  ”  Spain  re- 
annexed  negro  slavery  to  herself,  and  therewith  stained  fcho 
soil  of  America.  Therein  sho  broke  not  tho  continuity  of 
her  history,  the  succession  of  rapine,  piracy,  cruel  outpour¬ 
ing  of  blood.  Not  Italian  Columbus,  but  Iberian  Cortes 
and  Pilar ro,  were  tho  types  of  Spain ;  not  Las  Casas,  but 
TorquemtvdA. 

Behold  now  tho  condition  of  Spanish  America.  Its  most 
flourishing  part  is  an  empire,  with  tho  house  of  Bragania 
at  its  head — an  imitation  of  the  old  world,  a  despotism 
throned  on  bayonots.  There  aro  two  empires  in  IVopic 
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America — Hayti  tmd  Brazil;  t-ho  foremost  tradition  of 
Africa,  t-ho  hindmost  of  Europo  set  down  on  American  soil. 
Tho  negro  empire  appears  tno  most  successful,  the  most 
promising.  Thero  alone  is  no  hereditary  slavery.  Over 
Cuba,  Franco  and  England  still  hold  up  tho  feeblo  hands 
of  Spain — whcnco  at  iast  freedom  Rooms  dropping  into 
tho  slave’s  expectant  lap.  Tho  rest  of  Spanish  America 
has  the  form  of  a  republic — a  republic  whose  only 
permanent  constitution  is  a  cartridge-box,  which  blows 
up  ouco  a  year.  Look  at  Moxico — I  am  glad  sho  is  going 
swiftly  back  to  the  form  of  despotism ;  sho  is  capable  of 
no  other  reality.  How  tho  Western  vultures  fly  thither¬ 
ward  !  Where  tho  carcase  of  a  nation  rots  thero  will  tho 
fillibnstcrs  bo  gathered  together.  Every  ravon  in  tho  hun¬ 
gry  flock  of  American  politicians  looks  that  way,  wipes  his 
greedy  beak,  prunes  his  wings,  and  screams  “  Manifest 
.Destiny  !  ” 

In  South  Araorica  thero  aro  ten  “  Republics.”  They 
cover  three  and  a  half  millions  of  square  miles,  and  con¬ 
tain  twelve  million  men.  But  they  do  less  for  mankind 
than  Holland  ;  nay,  Basil  and  Zurich  do  more  for  tho  hu¬ 
man  race  than  these  “  Republics,”  which  oulv  blot  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Ho  idea  is  cradled  in  Spanish  Amorica ,  no  books 
aro  written  there;  none  read  but  books  of  u Devotion,” 
which  ignorance  long  sinco  wrote.  Old  Spain  imports 
from  Franco  tho  filthiost  novels  of  the  ago ;  new  Spain 
only  tho  yet  moro  deadly  books  of  Catholic  "  Devotion.” 
Tho  "laws”  of  tho  Chilian  "  Republic  ”  aro  printed  iu 
Spain,  where  no  Chilian  ship  ovor  sailed,  Tho  Amazon 
has  eighty  thousand  miles  of  navigable  water, — near  a 
hundred  thousand,  sav  Bomo,  tho  survey  is  conjectural, — 
and  drains  iut-o  tho  lap  of  America,  a  tropic  basin,  tho 
largest,  tho  richest  on  tno  globe,  with  more  good  land  than 
all  Europo  owns ;  thorein  streams  largor  than  tho  Danube 
discharge  their  freight.  But  only  a  singlo  steamer  disturbs 
tho  alligator  on  its  mighty  breast — that  steamer  built  and 
owned  at  Now  York.  Ford  at  its  mouth  is  more  than 
three  hundred  years  old,  yet  has  not  twenty  thousand  smils. 
If  tho  South  American  "  Republics  ”  woro  to  porish  this 
day,  tho  world  would  hardly  loso  a  valuables  experiment  in 
Spanish  political  or  social  life,  hardly  a  visible  promise  of 
future  prosperity ;  so  badly  flourish  tho  Spanish  scions  set 
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in  tlio  green  soil  of  America,  and  surrounded  by  the  old 
institutions  of  tho  middle  ages.  Slavery  is  the  ono  idea 
of  tho  Spanish  tribes — hero  African,  there  Indian  or 
Caucasian. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  Genoese  Columbus 
had  planted  tho  Spanish  Cross  in  tho  new  world — “  sword 
in  hand  and  splendidly  array  ed," — from  a  little  vessel,  leaky, 
and  with  a  “  wrack  in  the  main  beam  amidships/'  the 
Anglo-Saxons  dropped  their  anchor  in  Massachusetts  bay, 
circled  then  with  savage  woods ;  they  drew  up  a  “  com¬ 
pact/'  chose  their  “  Governor n  for  ono  year ;  rested 
and  worshipped  on  Sunday  ;  tho  next  day  landed  at  f<  New 
Plymouth,"  thanking  God.  They  came,  a  slip  from  a  young 
treo  full  of  hardy  lifo.  .Four  stout  roots — Angle,  Saxon, 
Danish,  Norman — united  their  old  fantastic  twists  and 
joined  in  this  one  tough  and  rugged  stem,  thon  quadruply 
buttressed  below,  now  how  widely  branchod  abroad  in 
every  climate  of  tho  world  !  Fresh  blood  was  in  those 
Anglo-Saxon  veins ;  strong,  red,  heathen  blood,  not  long 
before  inoculated  with  Christianity  which  yet  took  most 
kindly  in  all  Teutonic  veins. 

These  pilgrims  had  in  them  tho  ethnologic  idiosyncrasy 
of  tho  Anglo-Saxon — his  restless  disposition  to  invado  and 
conquer  other  lands;  his  haughty  contempt  of  humbler 
tribes,  which  leads  him  to  subvert,  enslave,  kill,  and  ex¬ 
terminate;  his  fondness  for  material  things,  preferring  uso 
to  beauty;  Ilia  love  of  personal •  liberty,  yet  coupled  with 
most  profound  respect  for  peaceful  and  established  law ; 
his  inborn  skill  to  organize  tilings  to  a  mill,  men  to  a  com¬ 
pany,  a  com.  -unity,  tribes  to  a  federated  State ;  and  his 
slow,  solemn,  inflexible,  industrious,  and  unconquerable 
will. 

They  brought  with  them  much  of  tho  truditioii  of  tho 
human  race,  the  gui clings  and  warnings  of  experience ;  a 
great  deal  of  superstition,  of  tyranny  not  a  little, — eccle¬ 
siastical,  political,  social,  domestic.  They  brought  the 
sword, — that  symbol  of  military  despotism  must  yet  fight 
on  freedom’s  side ;  but  they  loved  better  tho  axo,  tho 
wooden  shovel — tho  beat  they  had, — tho  plough,  tho  swine, 
tho  ox,  tools  of  productive  industrial  civilization,  types  of 
toil  and  co-oporativo  freedom.  For  tho  Maas-book  they 
had  tho  Biblo  :  it  was  a  free  Biblo ;  let  him  read  that  listoth. 
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No  doubt  the  Bible  contained  tiho  imperfection  of  tho  men 
and  ages  concerned  in  writing  it.  The  hay  tastes  of  tho 
meadow  where  it  grow,  of  tho  weather  when  it  was  made, 
and  smells  of  tho  barn  wherein  it :  Leon  kept ;  nay,  tho 
breath  of  tho  oxen  housed  underneath  comes  down  to 
market  in  every  load.  But  in  its  many-coloured  leaves,  tho 
Biblo  likewiso  holds  tho  words  of  great  men,  free  and 
making  free  ;  it  was  full  of  tho  old  blossoms  of  piety,  and 
rich  i:i  buds  for  now  and  glorious  life,  ay,  and  beauty  too. 
Tho  cup  of  prophets  mainly,  not  of  priests,  it  ran  over  with 
water  of  lifo  from  the  mythologic  well  in  tho  wilderness  and 
Bethesda’s  pool  which  angels  stirred  to  healing  power ; — 
it  gavo  men  vigorous  strength  and  hardy  lifo.  Instead  of 
the  bloodhound,  the  pilgrims  sent  tho  schoolmaster  to  his 
work  ; — thoy  put  their  fetters  on  the  little  streams  that  run 
among  the  hills,  and  those  river-gods  must  saw,  and  grind, 
and  spin  for  mortal  men ;  not  the  Inquisition,  but  tho 
printing  press,  was  the  typo  and  symbol  of  this  Northern 
work. 

They  had  tho  traditions  of  tho  human  race,  but  also  its 
momentum  acquired  in  tho  movement  of  many  a  thousand 
years.  They  brought  tho  best  political  institutions  the 
world  had  then  known.  Thoy  had  the  English  common 
law, — which  had  slowly  got  erected  in  the  practice  of  this 
liberty-loving  people,  its  Cyclopean  walls  built  up  by  tho 
Lesbian  rule, — with  its  forms  and  precedents,  its  methodical 
schemes  of  procedure,  itself  a  popular  judicium  rusticum  ; 
they  had  tho  habit  of  local  self-government ;  tho  right — 
though  then  not  well  understood— of  popular  legislation, 
also  founded  in  immemorial  usage ;  dim  notions  and  the 
certain  practice  of  representative  government — tho  demo¬ 
cracy  ol  law-making  j  tho  trial  by  jury — tho  democracy  of 
law-administration.  They  brought  Congregational  Pro¬ 
testantism — tho  democracy  of  Christianity,  involving,  what 
they  neither  granted  nor  knew,  the  universal  right  of 
search  for  truth  and  justice,  tho  natural  right  to  tako  or 
reject,  as  a  man's  own  spirit  should  require. 

Besides  the  organised  institutions — visible  as  tools  of  in¬ 
dustry  or  politics,  or  invisible  in  literature,  science,  settled 
and  admitted  principles  of  private  morality  or  of  public 
law, — which  represent  tho  history  and  achievements  of 
mankind,  they  brought  also  ideas  not  organised  in  either 
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form  of  institution,  and’sentimeuta  not  then  translated  into 
conscious  thought.  These  represented  man’s  natural  in¬ 
stinct  of  progress  and  the  momentum  ho  had  gained  in 
history ;  they  wore  to  becomo  institutions  and  facts  in 
future  rime. 

When  the  Puritan  founded  his  colonies  in  New  England, 
there  were  other  Anglo-Saxon  settlements  on  the  Atlantic 
coast.  James'..  wn  was  founded  in  1607.  Other  settle¬ 
ments  fou  wed.  The  same  Anglo-Saxon  blood  flowed 
South  as  well  as  North;  the  samo  traditions  and  institu¬ 
tions  were  with  both.  But  the  Anglo-Saxons  North 
brought  institutions,  ideas,  and  feelings  quite  unlike  those 
of  their  Southern  fellows.  The  motive  for  immigrating 
was  altogether  unlike.  New  England  was  a  religious 
colony, — mainly  composed  of  persecuted  men  who  fled 
Westward  because  they  had  ideas  which  could  not  be  set 
up  in  the  Eastern  world.  Thrice  the  May-flower  crossed 
the  sea,  coming  to  Plymouth,  to  Salem,  to  Boston ;  each 
time  bringing  veritable  pilgrims  who  came  from  a  religious 
motive,  and  sought  religious  ends.  This  was  likewise  tho 
case  with  tho  primitive  settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  Tho 
South  was  not  settled  by  religious  colonies.  The  primitive 
difference  in  the  seed  has  continually  appeared  in  the 
growth  thence  accruing;  in  tho  policy  ancx  tho  character 
of  tho  South  and  North.  The  same  year  which  brought 
the  Puritan  Pilgrims  to  New  England  boro  a  quite  different 
freight  to  Virginia.  In  1620,  a  Dutch  captain  carried 
thither  some  twenty  Africans  who  were  sold  as  slaves  into 
perpetual  bondage — themselves  and  their  children.  Thus 
the  old  sin  of  Egypt,  half  omitted  and  half  forgotten  in 
classic  and  m  literal  times,  rediscovered  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  fixed  by  despots — a  loathly  plague-spot — on  the 
tropic  regions  of  America,  was  brought  North,  adopted  by 
tho  Anglo-Saxons  of  tho  South,  and  seta  going  at  James¬ 
town.  It  excited  no  astonishment.  All  tho  “  Christian  ” 
world  then  sold  prisoners  of  war  for  slaves.  Thus  early 
did  Negro  Slavery  become  an  "  institution  "  of  tho  South. 

But  all  things  are  double :  in  tho  Anglo-Saxon  North 
there  were  two  contending  elements.  One  represented 
old  institutions,  and  wished  to  Atop  therewith.  It  loved 
derpotoeracy  in  tho  family,  aristocracy  in  the  community, 
monarchy  in  the  State,  and  theocracy  in  the  Church :  it 
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opposed  tho  natural  human  rights  of  fcho  servant  in  the 
family,  of  tho  labourer  in  the  community,  of  tho  people 
in  the  Statu!,  of  tho  layman  in  tho  Church ;  it  favoured 
the  rule  of  tho  master,  tho  lord,  tho  king,  tho  priest. 
This  olemenfc  was  old,  ancestral,  stationary,  if  not  retro¬ 
gress!  re;  it  was  also  powerful.  In  this  the  Anglo-Saxon 
and  tho  Spaniard  were  alike. 

Tho  other  element  was  tho  instinct  for  progressive 
development ;  the  sentiments  not  idealized  into  conscious 
thoughts  j  tho  ideas  not  organized  into  institutions.  There 
was  a  feeling  of  tho  equality  of  all  men  in  tho  substance  of 
their  human  nature,  and  consequently  in  all  natural  rights, 
howsoever  diverse  in  natural  powers,  in  transmitted  dis¬ 
tinction  and  riches,  or  in  acquired  culture,  money,  and 
station.  Now  aud  then  this  feeling  had  broken  out  in 
a  “  Jack  Cade's  insurrection,”  or  a  ft  Peasants'  war.”  But 
in  the  seventeenth  century  it  found  no  distinct  expres¬ 
sion  as  a  thought.  Perhaps  it  was  not  an  idea  with  any 
man  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  ;  it  was  tho  stuff  ideas 
are  made  of.  What  other  feelings  are  there,  one  day  to 
become  ideas,  then  acts,  tho  world's  victorious  life ! 
Lay  down  your  ear  to  the  great  ocean  of  humanity,  and 
as  tho  Spirit  of  God  moves  on  the  face  of  this  deep,  listen 
to  tho  low  tone  of  cho  great  ground  swell,  and  interpret 
the  ripplo  at  the  bottom  of  tho  sea,  while,  all  above,  tho 
surface  is  calm  ns  a  maiden's  dreamless  sleep.  In  those 
days,  what  is  it  that  wo  hear  at  the  bottom  of  tho  world 
as  tho  eternal  tide  of  human  history  meets  with  tho  sand 
bars  cast  down  in  many  an  ancient  storm !  Thereof  will 
I  speak  not  now. 

This  feeling  came  slowly  to  an  idea.  With  many  stum¬ 
blings  and  wanderings  it  wont  forth,  blindfold  as  are  all 
tho  instinctive  feelings — whoronnto  only  God  not  man  is 
oye, — not  knowing  whither  it  went  or  intended  to  go.  Seo 
what  has  been  done,  or  at  least  commenced. 

I.  They  protested  against  Theocracy  in  the  church. 
“  Let  us  have  a  church  without  an  altar  or  &  bisnbp ;  a 
Bervice  with  no  mass-book,  no  organ,  no  -furplioo,  each 
congregation  subject  on!|r  to  tho  Lord,  not  to  man,”  said 
tho  Puritan — and  ho  had  it :  u  Yea,”  answered  tho  Quaker, 
u  and  with  no  hireling  minister,  no  outward  sacrament,  no 
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formal  prayer  of  ’words ;  tlio  church  is  they  that  love  the 
Lord  •  it  takes  all  the  church  to  preach  all  the  gospel,  and 
without  that  cannot  all  mankind  bo  saved  1 "  <c  No  vicarious 
sprinkling  of  babies,  but  the  voluntary  plunging  of  men/* 
cried  the  Anabaptist.  Thereat  the  theocratic  Puritan 
lifted  his  hands  and  scourged  the  Baptist  and  smote  the 
Quaker  stono  dead.  But  the  palm-tree  of  toleration  Sprang 
out  of  htary  Dyer’s  gravo.  Tho  theocracy  got  rr  uted  in 
many  a  well-contested  fight  ;  in  this  city  of  the  Puritans, 
the  Catholic,  the  Quaker,  the  Anabaptist,  tho  Jew,  and 
the  Unitarian  may  worship  or  worship  not,  just  as  they 
will.  But  this  fight  is  not  over ;  yet  it  is  plain  how  the 
battle  is  going.  The  theocracy  is  doomed  to  tho  cave  of 
Pope  and  Pagan.  Let  us  give  it  our  blessing — as  it  goes. 
Tho  Puritan  fled  from  episcopal  England  to  tolerant  "'Hol¬ 
land,  to  the  Vr  ildoraess  of  America.  But  ho  brought  more 
than  Puritanism  along  with  him, — humanity  came  in  the 
samo  ship.  The  great  warfare  for  tho  right  of  man’s  na¬ 
ture  to  transcend  all  tho  accidents  of  his  history,  began  in 
the  name  of  religion — the  instinct  whorennto  is  the  deepest 
in  ns,  the  innermost  kernel  and  germinal  dot  in  the  human 
spirit;  Luther’s  hammer  shook  tho  world.  During  mid¬ 
winter,  in  Switzerland,  when  the  snow  overhangs  heavily 
from  every  cliff,  if  the  traveller  but  clap  his  bauds  and  shout 
aloud,  the  mountains  answer  with  an  avalanche.  When 
Martin  lifted  up  his  voice  amid  tho  mcdimval  snows  of 
Europe,  half  Christendom  camo  down  m  that  great  land¬ 
slip  of  churches.  Other  snows  have  since  fallen ;  other 
voices  will  bo  lifted  up ;  other  church-slides  will  follow — 
for  every  mountain  shall  be  levelled,  and  the  valleys  filled.. 
The  Bible  took  the  place  of  tho  Mass-book,  tho  minister  of 
tho  priest,  tho  independent  society  of  the  Papal  church. 
The  glorious  liberty  of  tho  children  of  God  is  to  bo  the 
final  result  of  all. 

II.  Next  came  the  protest  against  Monarchy.  The 
Anglo-Saxons  never  loved  single-headed,  absolute  des¬ 
potism.  How  the  barons  fought  against  it !  But  it  was 
left  for  <e  His  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  "  to  do  the  work. 
The  dreadful  axe  of  Puritanic  Oliver  Cromwell  shore  off 
tho  divine  right  of  kings,  making  a  clean  cut  between  the 
vicarious  government  of  the  middle  ages,  and  tho  personal 
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self-rule  of  modem  times.  On  the  30th  of  January,  1048, 
tho  executioner  held  up  the  head  of  Charles  I.  with  a  “Be¬ 
hold  the  head  of  a  traitor/1  and  “  Boyalty  disappeared  in 
front  of  Whitehall :  "  a  ghastly,  dreadful  sight.  Peasant 
Luther  pushed  the  Latin  Mass-book  aside  with  liis  German 
Bible,  saying,  “  Tims  I  break  the  succession  of  the  priests/' 
With,  his  sword  Cromwell,  the  brewer,  puahod  asido  the 
Crown  of  England,  “Thus  I  break  the  succession  of  Kings,’-’ 

Now  England  loved  Cromwell ;  and  while  dwelling  in 
tho  'wilderness  exercised  tho  rights  of  sovereignty  many 
times  before  it  was  known  what  she  did,  both  destroying 
and  building, — as  likewise  do  all  of  us, — greater  and  wiser 
than  she  knew.  Luther’s  hammer  broke  also  the  neck  of 
kings,  who  disappear,  and  in  their  place  came  up  governors 
and  presidents  not  bom  to  adverse  rule,  but  voted  in  for 
oflicial  sex-vice. 

HI.  Then  camo  the  protest  against  ^Aristocracy.  God 
made  men  not  iu  classes  but  as  individuals — each  man  a 
person  with  all  tho  substantive  rights' of  humanity :  the 
same  law  must  serve  for  all ;  all  must  bo  equal  before  it 
and  the  social  institutions  of  the  community.  That  was 
the  dim  utterance  of  many  a  man  who  grumbled  in  his 
beard  ; — 

“When  Atiaai  <!$.!re4  and  Era  spaa 
Where  w&s  then  the  gentleman?  " 

How  idly  they  dreamed — looking  back  for  the  Paradise 
that  lay  before  them !  But  between  it  and  them  Pison, 
Gihon,  Hiddekel,  and  a  foni*tli  stream,  nameless  as  yet, 
rolled  torrents  .of  blood ;  and  a  fiery  sword  of  selfishness 
turned  every  way  to  keep  men  from  the  tree  of  life,  whose 
very  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations-— could  they 
but  got  to  it.  Could  they — ay  I  Can  they  not  ? 

Little  by  little,  man's  nature  prevailed  over’ Aristocracy, 
one  accident  of  his  development.  Tho  Anglo-Saxon  Briton 
had  restricted  the  nobility  he  brought  with  him  from  tho 
continent ; — only  tho  oldest  son  inherits  his  father's  land, 
title,  and  rank,  the  later-bom  all  commoners.  Tho  Anglo- 
Saxon  American  broke  xxp  primogeniture :  tho  children  are 
equal  in  blood  and  rank ;  the  first  son  has  no  more  M  his 
father  in  him  than  the  last ;  all  must  share  equally  in  his 
goods.  Bank  is  not  heritable.  If  a  coward,  tho  captain's 
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Church,  State,  or  community ;  so  tho  accident  of  superior 
power  gives  no  man  a  right  in  tho  family  to  hold  others  in 
bondage  and  subordination,  for  his  advantage  and  against 
theirs.  It  is  only  to  admit  that  ail  aro  Men,  for  manhood 
carries  all  human  rights  with  it,  aa  land  the  crops,  and  the 
substance  its  j  rimary  qualities.  It  seems  a  small  thing  to 
do ; — especially  for  men  able  to  dispense  and  niako  way 
with  tho  other  inoditeval  forms  of  vicarious  rule — theocracy, 
monarchy,  and  aristocracy.  How  easy  it  seemed  to  in¬ 
augurate  personality  and  individualism  in  the  family  l  But 
as  matters  woro,  this  was  tho  most  difficult  thing  of  all. 
For  tho  priosts,  tho  kings,  the  nobles  did  not  como  over — 
only  the  tradition  thereof,  and  the  habit  of  subordination 
thereto,  with  a  few  feeble  scions  of  the  sacerdotal,  royal, 
and  noble  stocks — and  preaching  against  those  always  was 
popular, — while  tho  masters  came  over  in  largo  numbers, 
bringing  their  slaves.  They  brought  tho  substance  of  Des- 
potocracy  along  with  thorn,  not  merely  its  tradition.  To 
preach  against  that  was  always  a  “  sin  ”  to  tho  American 
Church.  But  man  wants  unity  of  consciousness.  Accord- 
ingly,  in  Now  England  good  men  bogan  early  to  feel  that 
absolute  and  perpetual  slavery  was  a  wicked  thing.  Had 
not  tho  letter  of  the  Old  Testament  and  of  certain  passages 
in  tho  New  blinded  their  eyes,  I  think  the  Puritan  ivould 
have  seen  more  clearly  than  ho  did  see.  Still,  with  so  much 
of  the  spirit  of  tho  Old  Testament  in  him,  he  could  not  but  see 
it  was  wrong  to  steal  men  for  tho  purpose  of  making  them 
slaves  and  their  children  after  them.  So  slavery  was  al¬ 
ways  a  contradiction  in  the  consciousness  of  New  England, 
Tho  white  slaves  became  free  on  expiration  of  their  term 
of  service,  or  were  set  free  before.  There  were  many 
such.  The  red  man  would  not  work — and  wer©  let  alone, 
or  quietly  shot  down.  Tho  Indians  killed  the  white  man 
and  scalped  him ;  the  Puritan  omitted  tho  scalping — it  was 
not  worth  his  while ;  tho  scalp  was  of  no  use. 

Tho  slavery  of  tho  blacks  novo?  prevailed  extensively  in 
New  England.  It  was  not  found  very  profitable,  Truo  it 
prevailed :  it  had  the  laws  and  the  tradition  of  the  elders  on 
its  side.  But  it-  was  yet  felt,  known,  and  confessed  to  bo 
at  variance  -with  the  ecclesiastical,  political,  and  social 
ideas  of  the  people.  There  was  always  a  good  dual  of 
conscience  in  Now  England.  Tho  religious  origin  of  the 
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first  colonics  is  not  yot  a  forgotten  fact.  Tho  Puritan  still 
looked  up  to  a  higher  law.  Did  ho  keep  his  powder  dry  ? 
Ho  also  trusted  in  God.  Coveting  the  end,  ho  looked  for 
the  means  thereto.  Tho  gain  from  the  compulsory  labour 
of  tho  African  slavo  was  not  motive  enough  to  keep  up  the 
contradiction  in  tho  New  England  consciousness.  So  be¬ 
fore  tho  Revolution  this  institution  was  much  weakened, 
and  with  that  disappeared  from  New  England ;  and  soon 
after  vanished  out  of  all  the  States  which  sho  boro  or 
taught. 

2.  Tho  other  thing  was  to  affirm  as  a  principle  and 
establish  ns  a  measure  the  natural  equality  of  men  and 
women  in  all  that  pertained  to  human  rights.  It  was  only 
to  affirm  that  woman  is  human,  and  has  tho  samo  quality 
of  human  substance  with  man.  If  difference  in  condition, 
as  rich  and  poor,  or  ability,  as  strong  or  weak,  does  not 
affect  the  substance  of  manhood,  and  the  rights  thence  se¬ 
eming,  no  more  does  difference  of  sox,  masculine  or  femi¬ 
nine,  make  one  master  and  tho  other  slavo.  Not  only  tho 
proletary,  tho  servant,  tho  slave,  but  oxploitered  woman 
also  must  rise  as  Dospotocracy  goes  down. 

In  the  Southern  part  of  the  North  American  continent 
other  Anglo-Saxon  colonies  got  planted  and  grew  up. 
None  of  them  was  a  religious  settlement ;  tho  immigrants 
came  not  for  the  sake  of  an  idea  too  new  or  too  great  for 
toleration  at  homo.  They  came  as  adventurers,  seeking 
their  fortune ;  not  ns  pilgrims,  to  found  tho  u  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  on  earth."  The  Southern  settlers  had  not  the 
New  England  hostility  to  mediaeval  institutions.  Theocracy, 
monarchy,  aristocracy,  were  not  so  unwelcome  further 
South.  In  1671,  the  Governor  of  Virginia  said  that  sho 
“  had  no  free  schools  nor  printing-press.  Learning  has 
brought  disobedience,  and  heresy,  and  sects  into  the  world, 
and  printing  has  divulged  them,  and  libels  against  the  best 
governments.  God  keep  us  from  both  I  "  Dospotocracy  had 
its  homo  in  tho  Southern  States.  African  slavery  carno  to 
Virginia  in  tho  same  year  which  brought  the  pilgrims  to 
Plymouth.  It  suited  the  idleness  of  tho  self-indulgent 
master,  and  became  an  institution  fixed  and  beloved  in  tho 
Southern  colonies,  so  diverse  in  their  ideas  from  the  stern 
but  bigoted  North.  Still  tho  ideas  of  the  ago  found  their 
way  to  these  colonies — and  led  to  acts.  Thera  also  was  a 
17  • 
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protest  against  Tlieooracy,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy, ‘and  ovon 
against  Bespotocracy.  Mutuality  of  origin,  community  of 
position — that  is  all  tho  Northern  and  Southern  colonioa 
at  first  had  in  common.  Sentiments,  ideas,  institutions, 
vroro  quit©  diverse.  By  and  by  a  littlo  trado  helped  unit© 
tho  two.  The  South  wanted  slaves.  The  North — espe¬ 
cially  Rhode  Island— overcame  its  scruples,  and’  spiU.  cf 
the  Old  Testament,  stole  men  in  Africa  to  sell  them  at 
enormous  profit  in  the  colonies  of  tho  South. 

This  great  human  protest  againt  that  four-fold  despotism 
continually  went  or. — no  man  understanding  tho  great 
battle  botweon  tho  substance  of  man's  progrossivo  nature 
and  tho  stationary  institutions  which  wore  tho  accidents  of 
his  history.  At  length,  things  caino  to  such  a  pass  that 
connection  between  New  America  and  Old  England  could 
not  bo  borne.  Between  tho  old  and  new  there  had  ceased 
to  bo  that  mutuality  of  sentiment  and  idea  which  makes 
unity  of  institutions  aud  unity  of  action  possible.  Tho 
daughter  was  too  strong  to  bear  patiently  the  dictation 
and  tho  yoke  of  hor  parent ;  the  mother  was  too  distant 
and  two  feeble  to  enforce  her  selfish  commands. 

America  published  to  tho  world  a  part  of  tho  now  ideas 
which  lay  in  her  mind.  Tho  Declaration  of  Independence 
contained  tho  American  programme  of  political  principles. 
Tho  motive  thereto  is  to  bo  found  in  the  general  human 
instinct  for  progross,  hut  more  especially  in  tho  old  Teu¬ 
tonic  spirit,  tho  love  of  individual  liberty,  which  has 
marked  tho  ancient  Gormans,  and  still  more  eminently 
their  Anglo-Saxon  descendants,  as  well  in  Christian  as  in 
heathen  time3.  Tho  form  of  speech — self-evident  max¬ 
ima,  universal  truths  resting  on  the  consciousness  of  man¬ 
kind — seems  derived  from  European  writers  on  natural 
law ;  the  influence  of  continental  free-thinkers  is  obvious 
therein.  But  tho  first  express  declaration,  that  thoro  are 
natural,  uualiennblo  rights  in  mau,  scorns  to  havo  been 
made  a  few  years  before,  in  New  England,  in  Boston.  Is 
it  here  thought  an  honour  to  the  town  ? — Nay,  perhaps  a 
disgrace ! 

Hero  is  tho  American  programme  of  political  principles  : 
All  men  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  natural 
rights ;  theso  rights  can  be  alienated  only  by  possessor 
thereof;  in  respect  thereto  all  men  are  equal;  amongst 
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them  aro  the  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap¬ 
piness;  it  is  the  function  of  government  to  preserve  all 
tlieso  natural,  unalienable,  and  equal  rights  for  each  man ; 
government  is  amonablo  to  the  people,  deriving  its  sanction 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

In  time  of  peace  the  thirtcon  distinct  colonies  could  not 
have  united  in  that  Declaration  of  principles.  Tho  political 
ideal  was  a  sevoro  criticism  on  the  actual  legislation  of  tho 
Americans.  Talk  of  natural  law  and  equal  rights  wlion 
every  colony  hold  Bloves  in  perpotual  bondage'!  when  tho 
North  stole  men  in  Africa  to  sell  them  in  Carolina !  But 
America  was  then  in  her  agony  and  bloody  sweat.  Euro¬ 
pean  despotism  was  tho  angel  which  strengthened  her. 
External  violence  pressed  tho  colonies  together  into  a  con¬ 
federation  of  States ;  that  alone  gave  unity  of  action  when 
there  was  no  unity  of  humane  sentiment  or  political  idea. 
The  union  was  only  military — for  defence. 

The  New  conquered ;  but  the  Old  did  not  die.  Not 
every  Toiy  went  over  to  tho  British  sido.  After  the  war 
was  over,  tho  nation  must  organizo  itself  on  that  new- 
platform  of  principles.  *  But,  alas,  much  of  tho  old  selfish¬ 
ness  ronmined — theocratic,  monarchic,  aristocratic,  and 
still  moro  dospofcocratic  ;  it  would  appear  in  tho  new 
government.  There  was  no  real  unity  of  idea  between  the 
extrome  South  and  tho  North,  between  Carolina  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  Nothing  is  done  by  leaps.  In  organizing  fcbe 
independence  won  in  battle,  the  people  proclaimed  their 
programme  of  political  purpose.  It  is  tho  preamblo  to  tho 
Constitution:  "To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  inauro  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com¬ 
mon  dofenco,  promote  tho  general  welfare,  and  secure  tho 
blessings  of  lioertv,”  Tho  purpose  was  as  noble  as  the 
principles.  But  the  means  to  that  end,  the  Constitution 
itself,  is  by  no  means  unitary ;  it  is  a  provisional  corn- 
proraiso  between  the  ideal  political  principles  of  tho 
Declaration,  and  tho  actual  selfishness  of  the  people  North 
and  South ;  it  is  a  measure  whioh  did  not  so  muon  suit  tho 
ideal  right,  as  it  favoured  one  great  actual  tyranny.  Na¬ 
tional  theocracy  was  given  up.  How  oould  the  Americans 
allow  a  "national  religion ” f  Monarchy  went  also  to  lhe 
ground ;  tho  Puritan  bosom  that  bore  (jromwoll — 
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“■Would  Uar «  brooked 

Th'  ttemal  derril  to  keep  hU  *Uto  .... 

Ai  easily  u  king.” 

Aristocracy  found  more  favour,  but  likewise  perished ;  <(  no 
title  of  nobility  shall  bo  granted;”  honours  are  not  de¬ 
visable.  Despctocmcy,  the  worst  institution  of  tho  middle 
ages — the  leprosy  of  society — carno  over  tho  water  :  tho 
alavo  survived  tho  priest,  tho  noble,  tho  king.  Must  tho 
axo  of  a  more  tcrriblo  Cromwell  shear  that  also  away  ? 
Shall  it  bo  a  black  Cromwoll  ?  •  History  points  to  St  Do¬ 
mingo.  The  futuro  also  has  much  to  teach  us.  Tho  de¬ 
claration  of  principles  and  of  purposes  would  annihilato 
slavery ;  the  Constitution  nowhere  forbids  it,  but  broods 
over  that  egg  which  savage  selfishness  once  laid.  How 
could  tho  liberty-loving  North  join  with  Carolina,  which 
rejoiced  to  fetter  men  ?  Tho  unity  of  uction  was  no  longer 
military — it  was  commercial,  union  for  trade.  Thus  tho 
idea  of  America  becamo  an  act ! 

Tho  truths  of  the  Declaration  went  abroad  to  do  their 
work.  Tho  French  Revolution  followed  with  its  wide- 
reaching  consequences,  so  beneficial  to  mankind;  it  still 
goes  on.  Tho  ground-swell  has  come  near  tho  surface, 
and  all  tho  European  sea  now  foams  with  tumult.  Foreign 
opposition  withdrew ;  America  was  left  to  herself,  the  solo 
republic  of  tho  world,  with  tho  wilderness  for  her  stago 
and  sceno,  and  her  great  ideas  for  plot.  Tho  two  antago¬ 
nistic  elements,  tho  old  selfishness  which  loves  those  four 
traditions  of  the  past,  tho  new  benevolent  instinct  of  pro¬ 
gress  which  seeks  tho  development  of  all  man's  nobler 
powers,  were  to  fight  their  battle,  while  with  hopo  and 
fear  the*  world  looks  on.  Tho  Now  World  has  now  broken, 
with  the  Old— once'  and  for  ever. 

The  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  -A  nglo-Saxon  appear 
now  more  prominent  in  tho  American  than  in  tho  Britons  ; 
yet  ho  is  not  altered,  only  doveloped.  Tho  lovo  of  indi¬ 
vidual  liberty  triumphs  continually;  tho  white  man  be¬ 
comes  more  democratic — in  Church,  State,  community, 
and  family.  Tho  invasive  character  appears  in  tho  indi¬ 
vidual  and  national  thirst  for  land  and  our  rapid  geogra¬ 
phic  spread.  Materialism  shows  itself  in  tho  swift  growth 
of  covotousneuj,  in  tho  concentration  of  tho  talont  and 
genius  of  tho  nation  upon  tho  acquisition  of  riches.  Tho 
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power  to  organize  things  and  men  comes  out  in  the  ma¬ 
chines,  ships,  and  mills,  in  little  and  great  confederations, 
from  a  lyeoum  to  the  Federal  Union  of  thirty-one  States. 
The  natural  exclusiveness  appears  in  the  extermination  of 
the  red  man,  in  the  enslavement  of  the  black  man,  in  tho 
contempt  with  which  he  is  treated — turned  out  of  the 
tavern,. the  church,  and  the  grave-yard.  Tho  lack  of  high 
qualities  of  mind  is  shown  in  tho  poverty  of  American 
literature,  tho  meanness  of  American  religion,  in  tho  neg¬ 
lect  and  continual  violation  of  the  idea  set  forth  in  our 
national  programme  of  principles  and  purpose.  Since  tho 
Involution,  tho  immediate  aim  of  America  appears  to  have 
changed. 

At  first,  during  the  period  of  America's  colonization  and 
her  controversy  with  Euglaud,  and  her  affirmation  and 
establishment  of  her  programme  of  political  principles, — 
tho  great  national  work  of  tho  disunited  provinces  was  a 
struggle  for  local  self-government  against  despotic  central¬ 
ization  beyond  the  sea.  It  was  an  effort  against  the  vicari¬ 
ous  rule  of  tho  raiddlo  ages,  which  allowed  the  people  no 
power  in  the  State,  tho  laity  none  in  tho  Church,  the  serv¬ 
ant  nono  in  the  family.  It  was  a  great  effort — mainly  un¬ 
conscious — in  favour  of  the  direct  government  of  each 
State  by  itself,  of  tho  whole  pcoplo  by  the  whelo  people; 
a  national  protest  against  Theocracy,  tho  subordination 
of  man  in  religious  affairs  to  the  accident  of  his  history ; 
Monarchy,  the  subordination  of  tho  mass  of  men  to  a  single 
rain ;  Aristocracy,  the  subordination  of  the  many  to  tho 
few,  of  the  weak  to  tho  strong ;  yes,  in  part  also  against 
Dcspotocracy,  the  subordination  of  tho  slave  who  toils  to 
tho  master  that  enjoys,— in  their  rights  they  were  equal. 
This  forced  men  to  look  inward  at  the  natural  rights  of 
man ;  outward  at  tho  general  development  thereof  m  his¬ 
tory.  It  led  to  tho  attempt  to  establish  a  Democracy, 
which,  so  far  os  measures  ere  concerned,  is  tho  govern¬ 
ment  of  all,  for  all,  by  all ;  so  far  as  moral  principle  is  con¬ 
cerned,  it  is  tho  enactment  of  God’s  justice  into  human 
laws.  There  was  a  struggle  of  tho  many  against  the  few  ; 
of  man’s  nature,  with  its  instinct  of  progressive  and  per¬ 
petual  development,  against  the  accidents  of  man’s  history. 
It  was  an  effort  to  establish  tho  eternal  law  of  God  against 
the  provisional  caprice  of  tyrants.  I  do  not  nie-a  to  my 
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that  these  great  purposes  and  ideas  existed  consciously  iu. 
the  minds  of  men.  They  were  in  men's  character,  not  in 
their  convictions;  they  catno  out  in  their  life  more  than  in 
their  speech.  They  were  in  men  as  botany  is  in  this  plant, 
as  chemistry  in  this  drop  of  water,  as  gravitation  which 
rounds  it  to  a  globo  and  brings  it  to  tho  ground.  But 
the  camolia  knows  not  the  botany  it  lives ;  tho  drop  of 
water  knows  nothing  of  the  chemistry  which  has  formed 
it,  arranging  its  particles  11  by  number  and  moasuro  and 
weight;''  it  knows  not  the  gravitation  which  brings  it  to 
the  ground.  So  it  was  tho  great  soul  of  humanity  that 
stirred  in  our  fathers’  heart;  it  was  tho  providence  of  God 
working  by  tho  men  who  formed  tho  State. 

From  1(320  to  1788  there  was  a  rapid  development  of 
ideas.  But  since  that  time  tho  outward  pressure  has  been 
withdrawn.  Tho  nation  is  no  longer  called  to  protest 
against  a  foreign  foe ;  no  despot  forces  us  to  fall  back  on 
the  great  principles  of  human  nature,  and  declare  great 
universal  truths.  Even  tho  Anglo-Saxon  people  aro  always 
metaphysical  in  revolution.  Wo  have  ceased  to  bo  such, 
and  have  bocomo  material.  Wo  have  let  tho  programme 
of  political  principles  and  purposes  slip  out  of  the  nation’s 
consciousness,  and  havo  betaken  ourselves,  body  and  soul, 
to  the  creation  of  riches.  'Wealth  is  tho  great  object  of 
American  de&iro.  Covetousness  is  tho  American  passion. 
This  is  so — nationally  in  tho  political  affairs  of  tho  country; 
ecclesiastically,  socially,  domestically,  individually.  Our 
national  character,  political  institutions,  geographic  situ¬ 
ation, — all  favour  tho  accumulation  of  riches.  I  thank 
God  that  wo  aro  thus  rich  ! 

No  country  was  over  so  rich  beforo,  nor  got  rich  so  fast; 
in  none  had  wealth  over  such  power,  or  was  so  esteemed. 
It  is  counted  as  tho  ond  of  life,  not  as  tho  material  basis  to 
higher  forms  thereof.  It  has  no  conventional  check  in  tho 
institutions  of  tho  land,  and  only  two  natural  checks  in  tho 
heart  of  tho  people.  Ono  is  tho  talent  and  genius — intel¬ 
lectual,  moral,  aftectional,  and  religious — that  is  bora  in 
raro  men ;  and  the  othor  is  tho  desire,  tho  caprico,  the 
opinion,  of  tho  great  majority  of  men,  who  opposo  their 
collective  human  will  against  the  material  glitter  of  rnero 
accumulated  money.  But  money  can  buy  intellectual  talent 
and  intellectual  genius;  at  least  it  can  buy  American 
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talent  and  American  genius.  Money,  and  the  men  of  cul¬ 
tivated  minds  whom  it  buys,  can  deceive  tho  people,  so 
that  the  majority  shall  follow  tho  dollar  wherever  it  rolls. 
The  clink  of  .tho  dollar, — that  is  tho  reveille,  tho  morning 
drum-beat,  for  tho  American  peopio.  In  America  mono}' 
is  inaugurated  as  a  power  to  control  all  other  powers.  It 
has  itself  become  an  “Institution  " — master  of  all  tho  rest. 

Three  of  those  bad  institutions  that  I  named,  whereof 
our  fathers  brought  tho  traditions  from  tho  old  world,  have 
mainly  perished.  Tho  medimval  Theocracy  has  gone  out 
from  tho  Protestant  Church ;  Monarchy  lias  .wholly  faded 
from  tho  consciousness  of  tho  people Aristocracy,  sitting 
unmovable  on  her  cradle,  has  had  nor  licart  pierced  through 
and  through  by  tho  gigantic  spoar  of  Amorican  industry 
horsed  on  a  steam-engine.  Money  has  taken  tho  place  of 
all  three.  It  lias  got  inaugurated  into  tho  Church, — it  is  a 
Church  of  commerce  ;  in  tho  State — it  is  a  State  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  in  tho  Community  not  loss, — it  is  a  society  of  cora- 
rnorco ;  and  money  wields  the  triplo  power  of  tiioso  three 
old  masters,  Theocracy,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy.  It  is  tho 
almighty  dollar. 

In  tho  Amorican  Church,  money  is  God.  Tho  peculiar 
sins  of  money,  and  of  tho  rich,  they  aro  never  preached 
against ;  it  is  a  Church  of  commerce,  wealth  its  heaven 
and  tho  millionaire  its  saint ;  its  ministers  should  be  or¬ 
dained,  not  “  by  tho  imposition  of  hands/'  but  of  bank- 
bills — of  small  denomination.  In  tho  American  State, 
money  is  the  Constitution  :  officers  ought  to  be  sworn  on  tho 
federal  currency ;  they  should  mako  tho  sign  of  tho  dollar  {$) 
as  their  official  symbolic  'ross ;  it  is  a  State  of  com¬ 
merce.  In  tho  community,  money  is  nobility;  it  is  trans¬ 
missible  social  po  .  ;  it  is  Aristocracy,  it  makes  a  man 
who  has  got  it  a  vulgar  “  gentleman ;  "  it  is  a  society  of 
commerce.  Naj*,  in  tno  family,  money  is  thought  bettor 
than  lovo,  and  tno  daughter  who  fascinates  and  coaxes  and 
courts  and  weds  a  bag  of  gold,  gets  tho  approbation  of  her 
mothor  and  her  father's  Benediction,  “  Many  daughters 
have  done  virtuously,  but  thou  oxcellest  them  all." 

“  None  bat  the  nWi  dmrro  the  fair.” 

Tho  fourth  bad  institution  whoso  tradition  our  fathors 
brought,  Despotocracy,  tho  rulo  of  tho  maAer  over  tho 
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slave  whom  lie  exploiters, — that  has  not  yet  shared  tho  fate 
of  Theocracy,  Monarchy,  and  Aristocracy.  It  is  still  pre¬ 
served  ;  it  leagues  itself  with  money,  and  builds  up  anew 
in  America  tho  old  corrupt  family  of  tho  middlo  ages.  In 
Now  York,  it  clothes  tho  white  flunkeys  of  tho  Hon.  Dives 
Gofcrich  with  an  imitated  livery;  in  Now  Orleans,,  and  in 
more  than  half  the  land,  it  takes  those  whom  nature  has 
clothed  in  a  sable  livery,  and  makes  them  its  slaves. 
Despo  toe  racy  alone  could  not  accomplish  this.  The  wicked¬ 
ness  is  foreign  to  tho  American  idea  of  a  State,  a  community, 
or  a  Church.  But  leaguing  with  money,  which  has  taken 
the  place  of  all  those  old  institutions,  it  is  this  day  the 
strongest  power  in  tho  nation. 

Money  owing  taken  the  place  of  theso  three  institutions, 
it  must  be  politi  cly  represented  in  the  nation  by  a  party ; 
for  a  party  is  tho  provisional  organization  of  a  tendency. 
So  thero  is  a  party  organized  about  the  dollar  as  it  s  central 
nucleus  am1  idea.  The  dollar  is  the  germinal  dot  of  the 
Whig  part  ;  its  motive  is  pecuniar}' ;  its  motto  should  he, 
to  state  it  in  Latin,  pccunia  pccuniaia, ,  money  moneyed, 
money  made.  It  sneers  at  tho  poor ;  at  tho  many ;  has  a 
contempt  for  tho  people.  It  legislates  against  tho  poor, 
and  for  tho  rich  ;  that  is,  for  men  pecuniarily  strong  ;  tho 
few  who  are  born  with  tho  desire,  tho  talent,  and  tho  con¬ 
ventional  position  to  become  rich.  H  Take  caro  of  the 
rich,  and  they  will  take  caro  of  tho  poor/'  is  its  secret 
maxim.  Everything  must  yield  to  money  ;  that  is  to  have 
universal  right  of  way.  Down  with  mankind  1  tho  dollar 
is  coming  !  Tho  great  domestic  object  of  government, 
said  tho  greatest  expounder  of  this  party,  “  is  tho  protec¬ 
tion  of  property  ;  " — that  is  to  say,  the  protection  of  raouey 
moneyed,  money  got.  With  this  part}  thero  is  no  absolute 
right,  no  absolute  wrong.  Instead  thereof,  there  is  expe¬ 
diency  and  inexpediency.  There  is  no  law  higher  than  tho 
power  to  wiold  money  just  as  you  will.  Accordingly 
a  millionaire  is  reckoned  by  this  party  as  tho  highest 
production  of  society.  Ho  is  the  Whig  ideal ;  ho  alono 
has  attained  "  tho  meaauro  of  the  stature  of  a  perfect- 
man." 

Singular  to  say,  most  of  tho  great  public  charities  of 
America  have  been  founded  bv  men  of  tnis  party  ;  most  of 
the  institutions  of  learning,  the  hospitals  and  asylums  of 
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all  kinds.  Drivo  out  Nature  with  a  dollar,  still  she  comes 
back. 

But  man  is  man,  can  a  dollar  stop  him  ?  For  over  ? 
The  instinct  of  development  is  as  inextinguishable  in  man 
as  the  instinct  of  perpetuation  in  blackbirds  and  thrushes, 
who  build  their  procreant  nests  under  all  administrations, 
theocratic  or  democratic.  So  there  is  another  party  which 
represents  the  majority  of  the  peoplo  ;  that  majority  who 
have  not  money  which  is  coveted,  only  the  covetous  desire 
thereof.  This  represents  tho  acquisitive  instinct  of  the 
people ;  not  acquired  wealth ;  not  money  .moneyed,  but 
money  mono/ing, — pccunia  pc-cuniam,  to  state  it  Latin- 
wise.  This  is  tho  Democratic  party.  It  loves  money  as 
well  as  the  Whig  party,  but  has  got  leas  of  it.  Howover, 
with  all  its  love  of  money,  it  has  something  of  the  momen¬ 
tum  of  tho  nation,  something  also  of  tho  instinct  of  man¬ 
kind. 

To  tho  Whig  party  belong  the  rich,  tho  educated;  tho 
decorous ;  the  established, — those  who  look  back, and  count 
tho  money  got.  To  the  other  party  belong  the  young,  tho 
poor,  the  bold,  the  adventurous,  everybody  that  is  in  want, 
everybody  that  is  in  debt,  everybody  who  complains.  Tho 
audacious  are  its  rulors ;  often  men  destitute  cf  lofty  cha¬ 
racter,  of  great  ideas,  of  justice,  of  love,  of  religion — bold, 
smart,  snucy  men.  This  party  snoers  at  the  rich,  and 
hates  them  ;  of  course  it  envies  them,  and  lusts  for  their 
gold.  It  talks  loudly  against  oppression  in  all  corners  of 
the  world,  oxccpt  cur  own.  The  other  party  talks  favour¬ 
ably  of  oppression,  and  shows  its  good  side. 

Tho  Democratic  party  appeals  to  the  brute  will  of  the  % 
majority,  right  or  wrong;  it  knows  no  higher  law.  Its 
statesmanship  is  the  power  to  enact  into  permanent  insti¬ 
tutions  tho  transient  will  of  tho  majority  :  that  is  tho  ul¬ 
timate  standard.  Popular  and  unpopular,  take  the  place 
of  right  and  wrongT— ros  populi,  vox  Dei ;  tho  vote  settles 
wh  it  is  true,  what  right.  It  regards  money  mado  and 
hoarded  as  the  foo  of  human  progress,  and  so  is  hostile  to 
the  millionaire.  Tho  Whig  calls  on  his  lord,  “  Money,  help 
ua  !  ”  To  get  monoy,  the  Democrat  can  do  all  things 
through  tho  majority  strengthening  him. 

The  Cutholic  does  homago  to  the  wafer  which  a  baker 
mado,  and  a  celibate  priest  addressed  in  Latin ;  it  is  to 
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him  the  body  of  tbo  Catholic  God,  The  Protestant  wor¬ 
ships  tho  Bible,  a  book  written  with  ink,  in  Hebrew  and 
Greek,  ff  translated  out  of  tho  original  tongues,  appointed 
to  bo  read  in  churches."  To  him  it  is  tho  word  of  God, 
tho  Protestant  God.  In  tho  same  way  tho  Whig  part}' 
worships  money :  it  is  tho  body  of  tho  Whig  god ;  there 
is  no  higher  law.  Tho  Democratic  party  worships  tho 
opinion  of  tho  majority :  it  is  tho  voice  of  tho  Democrat’s 
god ;  there  is  no  higher  law.  To  tho  Whig  party, — no  mat¬ 
ter  how  tho  money  is  got,  by  smuggling  opium  or  soiling 
slaves, — it  is pceunia  pecuniala, — money  moneyed.  To  tho 
Democratic  party  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  tho  majority 
wishes,  or  whom  it  chooses  :  Polk  is  as  strong  as  Jackson — 
when  voted  in ;  and  Piorco  as  great  as  Jofferson, — for  offico 
makes  all  men  equally  tall.  Once  tho  Democracy  manfully 
protested  against  England’s  impressing  American  sailors 
— but  refused  to  protect  a  coloured  seaman ; — and  now  it 
basely  protests  against  America  making  any  black  man 
free.  Onco  it  went  to  war — righteously,  perhaps,  for 
aught  I  know — in  ordor  to  tako  a  marblehead  fisherman 
out  of  a  British  ship,  whero  he  had  been  wickedly  impressed. 
Now  tbo  sarao  Democracy  covets  Cuba  and  Mexico,  and 
seeks  to  make  slaves  out  of  millions  of  men,  and  spread 
slavery'  everywhere.  If  tho  majority  wants  to  violate  the 
Constitution  of  America  and  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  ov  tho  constitution  of  tho  universe  and  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  God,  why  !  the  cry  is — “  there  is  no  higher  law  I  ” 
u  the  greatest  good  of  tho  greatest  number  1  ” — What  shall 
become  of  tho  greatest  good  of  the  smaller  number  ? 

There  is,  therefore,  no  vital  difference  between  tho  Whig 
party  and  tho  Democratic  party ;  no  difference  in  moral 
principle.  The  Whig  inaugurates  the  money  got;  tho 
Democrat  inaugurates  tho  desire  to  get  tho  money.  That 
is  all  the  odds.  So  in  tho  times  that  try  tho  passions, 
which  arc  tho  souls  of  these  parties,  the  Democrat  and  the 
Whig  meet  on  the  same  Baltimore  platform.  One  is  not 
higher  and  tho  other  lower ;  they  are  just  alike.  Thore  is 
only  a  hand  rail  between  tho  two,  which  breaks  down  if 
you  loan  on  it,  and  the  parties  mix.  In  common  times,  it 
becomes  plain  that  a  Democrat  is  but  a  Whi^  on  time ; 
a  Whig  is  a  Democrat  arrived  at  maturity ;  Ins  time  has 
come.  A  Democrat  is  a  young  Whig  who  will  legislate 
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for  monoy  as  .soon  as  ho  has  got  it;  the  Whig  is  an  old 
Democrat  who  onco  hurrahed  for  the  majority — "  Down 
with  money  !  that  is  a  despot !  and  np  with  the  desire  for 
it !  Down  with  tho  rich,  and  up  with  the  poor  !  ”  The 
young  man,  poor,  obscure,  and  covetous,  in  1812  was  a 
Democrat,  went  a-privateering  against  England ;  rich,  and 
accordingly  “  ono  of  our  eminent  citizens,  in  1851  ho  was 
a  "Whig,  aud  wont  a-kidnapping  against  Ellen  Craft  and 
Thomas  Sims. 

Bcclini’s  hand  is  “  thicker  than  itself  with  brother’s 
blood.”  Young  Democrats  very  properly  burnt  him  in 
effigy.  Old  Democrats,  wanting  to  do  president,  took 
him  to  their  hearts.  Tho  young  ones!  will  also  grow  up  in 
timo  to  \onour  such  future  Nuncios  of  the  Pope.  I  once 
r.cw  a  crafty  family  which  had  two  sons ;  both  men  of 
ability,  and  of  remarkable  unity  of  "principle.”  Tire 
family  invested  one  in  each  party,  and  as  it  had  a  head  on 
eithor  side  of  tho  political  penny  thrown  into  the  air,  the 
family  was  sure  to  win.  A  Now  England  family,  wise  in 
its  generation. 

Now,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  Democrats  or  all 
Whigs  aro  of  this  way  of  thinking.  Quito  the  contrary. 
There  is  not  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat  who  would  confess  it. 
Tho  majority,  so  far  as  they  have  convictions,  aro  very 
diiferent  from!  this  ;  but  tho  Whig  would  say  in  his  con¬ 
vention,  that  I  told  tho  truth  of  tho  Democratic  party ; 
tho  Democrat,  in  his  convention,  would  say,  I  told  the 
truth  of  tho  Whigs.  Theso  ideas, — they  reside  in  tho  two 
parties,  as  botany  in  this  camolia,  as  chemistry  in  the 
water,  as  iu  the  drop  tho  gravitation  which  brings  it  to 
tho  ground :  not  a  conviction,  but  a  fact.  Each  of  these 
parties  has  great  good  to  accomplish.  Both  seem  in¬ 
dispensable.  Money  must  bo  looked  after.  It  is  a  valu¬ 
able  thing ;  tho  human  race  could  not  do  without  property. 
It  is  tho  ladder  whereby  wo  scale  tho  heavens  of  man¬ 
hood.  But  proport}'  alono  is  good  for  nothing.  Tho 
will  of  tho  majority  must  bo  respected.  I  honour  tho 
ideas  of  tho  Democratic  party,  and  of  tho  Whig  party,  so 
far  as  thoy  aro  just.  But  man  is  not  made  merely  for 
monoy;  tho  majority  aro  tho  standard  of  .  power,  not  of 
right.  There  is  a  law  cf  God  which  directs  tho  chink  of 
every  dollar;  it  cannot  roll  except  by  the  laws  of  the 
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Eternal  Father  of  earth  and  heaven.  What  if  the  majority 
enact  iniquity  into  a  statute  !  Can  millions  mako  wrong 
right  ?  Justice  is  tho  greatest  good  of  all. 

With  little  geographical  check  or  interference  from  ocher 
nations,  wo  are  going  on  solving  our  problem  of (t  maxvfest 
destiny.”  Sinco  the  establishment  of  Independence, 
America  has  made  a  rapid  development.  Her  population 
has  increased  with  unexampled  rapidity;  her  territory  has 
enlarged  to  receive  her  over  greatening  family ;  riches  liavo 
been  multiplied  faster  ovon  than  their  possessors.  But 
some  of  tho  least  lovely  qualities  of  tho  Anglo-Saxon  tribe 
have  become  dreadfully  apparent.  Wo  have  exterminated 
the  Indians ;  wo  keep  no  treaties  rnado  with  tho  red  men ; 
they  keep  all.  The  national  materialism  and  indifference 
to  great  universal  principles  of  right  shows  itself  clearer 
and  clearer.  Submission  to  money  or  tho  majority  is  tho 
one  idea  that  pervades  tho  nation.  There  arc  fow  great 
voices  in  the  American  churches  which  daro  utter  tho 
Eternal  Justice  of  the  Infinite  God  and  rebuko  tho  wicked¬ 
ness  of  the  nation,  or  talk  as  with  a  trumpet.  Come  up 
higher.  Wo  have  taken  a  feeble  tribe  of  men  and  made 
them  slaves ;  wo  kidnap  tho  baby  newly  born ;  tear  him 
from  his  mother’s  arms,  to  sell  him  like  swino  in  tho  mar¬ 
ket;  the  children  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  are  slaves  in 
the  Christian  republic.  The  American  treats  his  African 
victims  with  the  intensest  scorn.  Even  in  Boston,  spite  of 
Constitution  and  Statute  law,  they  are  ignominiously  thrust 
out  of  the  common  school.  The  clergy  are  the  anointed 
defenders  of  slavery.  The  Whig  party  loves  slavery  as  a 
tool  for  making  money ;  tho  Democratic  party,  however, 
lias  tho  strongest  antipathy  to  the  African,  and  uses  him 
for  the  samo  purpose.  How  many  great  American  poli¬ 
ticians  care  for  him  P 

To  obtain  any  considerable  office  in  Amorica,  a  man 
must  conciliate  one  of  these  two — tho  money  power  or  tho 
majority  power.  But  the  particular  body  winch  sways  tho 
destinies  of  tho  nation,  or  its  politics,  is  an  army  of  slave¬ 
holders,  some  three  hundred  thousand  strong.  They  di¬ 
rect  tho  money ;  they  sway  tho  majority ;  and  aro  tho 
controlling  force  in  America.  They  have  been  so  for  more 
than  sixty  years.  I  cannot  now  stop  and  weary  you  with 
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showing  how  they  acquired  the  power,  and  how  they 
administer  it. 

In  the  history  of  mankind,  this  is  the  first  attempt  to 
found  a  State  on  the  natural  rights  of  man.  It  is  not  to 
bo  supposed  that  there  should  bo  national  unity  of  action 
on  so  high  a  platform  as  that  which  tho  genius  of  Adams 
and  Jefferson  presented  for  the  people  then  militant  against 
oppression.  There  is  a  contradiction  in  the  consciousness 
of  tho  nation.  In  our  industrial  civilisation,  under  tho 
stimulus  of  lovo  of  wealth,  and  its  consequent  social  and 
political  power,  we  havo  mado  such  a  rapid  advance  in 
population  and  riches  as  no  nation  ever  made.’  The  lower 
powers  of  the  understanding  havo  also  had  a  great  devel¬ 
opment.  Wo  can  pU>  a,  organize,  and  administer  material 
means  for  material  ends,  as  no  nation  has  over  done.  But 
it  is  not  to  bo  supposed  that  an^  people  could  pass  all  at 
once  from  the  military  civilization,  with  its  fourfold  des- 

Sotism,  to  an  industrial  civilization  with  Democracy  in  its 
hurch,  State,  community,  and  family.  How  slowly  wo 
learn;  with  what  mistakes  do  wo  come  to  tho  fcruo  idea, 
and  how  painfully  onact  it  inio  s,  deed !  But  see  what  re¬ 
sults  havo  come  to  pass. 

In  1776,  them  were  about  784,093  miles  of  territory; 
now  thero  are  3,347,451.  Then  thoro  were  about  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  peorlo;  now  there  ore  .four  and  twenty. 
In  1790,  tho  annual  revenue  of  America  wa3  leas  than  four 
millions  of  dollars.  Last  year  it  was  more  than  sixty-one,. 
Then  we  had  less  than  698,000  slaves  ;  now  \*o  have  more 
than  8,204,000.  In  1776,  slavery  was  exceptional;  the 
nation  was  ashamed  of  it.  In  1774,  Mr  Jefferson  had 
more  democratic  and  Christian  ideas  than  all  Virginia  has 
now.  Ho  said,  “  The  abolition  of  domestic  slavery  is  the 
greatest  dosiro  of  the  American  people.”  In  the  first  draft 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  ho  condemned  England 
for  fastening  slavery  upon  us,  forbidding  ns  to  abolish  the 
slave-trade.  Ho  trembled  whon  ho  remomborod  that 
u  God  is  just.”  Tho  leading  men  of  tho  nation  disliked 
slavery  on  principle.  Some  excused  themselves  for  it, — 
“  England  forced  it  on  us ;  ”  somo  thought  it  “  expedient 
as  a  measure ;  ”  all  thought  it  wrong  as  a  principlo. 
During  tho  Revolution,  tho  white  slaves  who  had  been. 
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fcoldiors,  became  free  j  there  has  not  boon  any  while 
slavery — of  the  old  kind — since  *76.  I  know  some  families 
in.  this  city  whoso  parents  came  to  America  m  slaves — 
white  slaves,  I  mean.  They  wore  bought,  in  England  ;  they 
were  Hold  in  America — sold  under  cruel  laws.  I  should 
not  like  to  mention  their  names;  but  in  1850,  they  wove 
the  most  desperate  Hunkers  that  could  bo  found.  Born 
of  skives,  tho  iron  had  entered  their  contaminated  souls, 
and  they  sought  to  enslave  your  brethren  and  my  parish-' 
i oners.  Those  were  tho  children  of  white  slaves,  The 
Indiana  were  set  free  by  laws.  In  most  of  the  States, 
attempts  were  made  to  free  tho  blacks.  All  tho  New 
England  States  set  them  free ; — partly  by  the  programme 
of  principles  in  their  Constitutions ;  portly  by  the  dock-ions 
of  courts ;  partly  by  statute  law,  enacted  by  the  legislature. 
New  Yonc,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  soon  followed. 
In  twelve  years  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
seven  of  the  thirteen  States  had  begun  efforts  to  abolish 
slavery  for  over.  Tho  truths  of  tho  Declaration  carried  for¬ 
ward  Now  England  and  other  Northern  States ;  nay,  the. 
momentum  of  the  Revolution  carried  tho  whole  of  Congress 
forward,  and  ere  long,  America  performed  two  great  acts, 
restricting  Despotocrnoy — establishing  freedom  and  not 
bondage.  Here  they  are. 

I.  In  1787,  tho  general  government  had  jurisdiction 
over  tho  North-Western  territory,  and  decreed  that  therein 
slavery  should  never  exist,  to  all  time,  save  as  a  punish* 
ment  for  crime  <c  duly  convicted/’  On  that  spot,  there  have 
since  grown  up  five  great  States ;  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  and  Wisconsin.  .Five  great  States,  with  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  men,  and  not  a  slave.  Near  a  million 
children  went  to  the  schools  of  those  States  last  year, 
and  there  is  not  a  slave.  Out  of  230,345  square  miles, 
there  is  not  an  inch  of  slave  soil,  except  -what  stands  in  the 
slices  of  Senat-or  Douglas  and  his  coadjutors.  That  is  the 
first  thing. 

XL  In  1808,  America  abolished  the  slave-trade.  Be¬ 
fore  that  it  was  carried  on  from  the  harbours  of  Now  Eng¬ 
land;  Boston,  Bristol,  Newport,  New  York,  added  to  then- 
wealth  by  endaving  men.  These  were  tho  great  ports 
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whence  men  cleared  tor  Africa,  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  staves. 
It-  is  still  carried  on  from  New  York;  and  Boston — but 
secretly ;  then  ifr  was  openly  done.  Some  of  you,  whose 
hoary  heads  dignify  and  giro  a  benediction  to  ilua  autoexec, 
may  perhaps  remember  the  great  Rhode  Island  slave* 
trader,  who  occasionally  visited  this  duty,  and  if  your  ©yea 
ever  saw  him,  I  know  that  your  heart#-— then  hot  with 
youth— recoiled  with  indignation  at  each©  eight — ostjalor 
of  mon  !  He  seemed  to  he  bom  for  a  slave-trader ;  bo 
h,ac'l  a  kidnapper's  mime  on  him  at  Iris  birth.  He  was 
called  Wolf  l 

These  are  the  two  acts  of  the  Federal  government  again rd 
slavery  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  That  is  ©11 
that  America  has  don©  against  slavery,  in  eight  andsevsxdy 
years.  She  baa  multiplied  her  poonlation.  tenfold,  her 
revenue  fifteonfold,  ana  has  abolished  the  slave-trade, 
and  prohibited  slavery  in  the  North-Western  territory. 
Now  ace  what  has  been  done  in  favour  of  slavery, 

I.  This  is  the  first  step:  in  1787,  America  innugnmted 
slavery  into  the  Constitution. 

1.  Bho  left  it  in.  toe  slave  States,  as  part  of  too  /{ Repub¬ 
lican  "  Institutions. 

2.  Next,  she  provided  that  the  owners,  of  slave?  should 
h&vo  their  property  represented  in  Congress,  five  slaves 
counting  the  same  -as  tkrm  freemen  j  and,  at  this  .day,  in 
consequence  of  this  iniqnitous  Act,  for  the  8,204,000  slave# 
which  she  has  stolen  and  unjustly  holds,  the  South  has 
delegates  in  Congress  equal  to  too  representation  of 
almost"  two  millions  of  freemen  in  Naw  England. 

8.  It  was  agreed,  also,  that-  staves  escaping  from  the 
sondes  of  them  masters  into  a  free  State,  should  not 
thereby  recover  their  freedom,  hut  should  bo  tf  delivered 
up." 

Here  were  three  concessions  made  to  slavery  at  first. 
They  were  at  variance  with  toe  pro  gramme  of  principles 
in  the  Declaration  ;  the  programme  of  purpose  in  too  Oon- 
.  stitofson.'s  preamble.  T%ay  were  ..known  to  bo  at' variance 
wrifeh  toe  religion  of  dosua  in  fibs  Now  ;  rari- 

aimo  with  too  Jaws  .of  Nature  and  of  Cod.  The  Convention 
was  ashamed  of  too  whole  toin^,  and  added  hypocrisy  to 
its  oritno :  it  did  not  d&ro  utentum  the  word  slave.  That 
18 
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was  the  Bret  great  step  against  freedom.  Is  h&3  cost 
as  millions  of  people.  We  should  have  had  a  population 
counting'  millions  more.  It  .has  cost  us  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  money.  Tho  Whig  is  poorer,  the  Democrat  has  n 
■smaller  majority.  A.y,  it  has  cost  us  what  is  worth  more 
than  both  money  and.  human  life — it  has  coat  manhood ; 
it  has  caused,  us  crime,  falseness  to  our  nature  and  our  God. 
Just  now  tho  u  Christian  Republic  ”  commits  a  greater  of¬ 
fence  against  tho  fundamental  principles  of  all  morality, 
all  religion,  than  tho  Hussion  or  tho  Turk,  or  any  Pagan 
despotism  in  the  wido  world  i 

Ilow  came  it  ?  The  North  wanted  a  speci&l  privilege  of 
navigation ;  and  it  let  slavery  into  tho  Constitution  for 
that  pitiful  price.  Mr  Gorham,  a  representative  from  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  a  Boston  man,  in  the  Convention,  declared  that 
Massachusetts  wanted  Union,  not  w  defend  hcreelf,  she 
could  do  so,  and.  had  done  so,  and  had  defended  others 
along  with  her ;  but  sho  wanted  a  special  privilege  to 
trade.  I  am  ashamed  to  confess  it, — that  was  tho  M&ssa- 
.  chusoits  which  had  just  come  out  of  tho  Revolutionary 
war.  Hero  was  a  compromise  ”  between  the  covetous¬ 
ness  of  tho  North,  wanting  a  special  privilege  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  tho  idleness  of  tho  South,  wishing  to  oat  but  not 
to  earn.  Between  these  two  mill-stones  the  African  man 
was  crushed  into  a  slave-- a  more  chattel  “  to  ail  intents, 
constructions,  and  purposes  whatsoever.”  That  was  tho 
drat  step. 

II.  In  1792,  America  admitted  Kentucky  -as  anew  State, 
made  out  of  old  soil,  and  established  slavery  therein.  That 
was  tho  first  act  of  Congress,  oateblsshing  now  slavery  so 
far  as  she  had  power.  Since  then  Amerces  has  thrice  re¬ 
peated  tho  experiment; — in  1796,  establishing  slavery  in 
Tofcaea&eoj  in  1817,  in  Mississippi;  sad  in  1819,  in  Ala¬ 
bama—  three  now  States  made  afresh  out  cl  old  slave  soil 
That  was  the  second  step, 

III.  In  1798,  America  adopted  slavery  m  a  Federal  in- 
stifcutkm ;  undertook,  kotmlf,  tho  Federal  government,  to 
sake  and  deliver  up  tho  fugitive  slave.  Sho  took  no  such 
charge  of  other  fugitive  u  property.”  She  was  not  field- 
driver  for  horses  and  mules,  only  the  hog-reeve  for  fugitive 
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men,  a  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
rights/7  u  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.77 
That  was  the  third  step ;  end  the  great  c<  Bxpohtider  of 
the  Constitution 77  declared  it  was'  “wholly  unconstitu¬ 
tional every  freeman,  who  thinks  with  a  free  mind,  I  am 
confident  will  eay  the  same. 

IV.  In  1808,  Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Franco  and 
organized  into  a  territory,  with  slavery  in  it.  This  was 
the  first  attempt  of  America  to  carry  the  hateful  institution 
upon  now  soil,  acquired  since  the  Declaration,  of  Independ¬ 
ence.  In  1.812,  Louisiana  was  admitted  as  a'  State  with 
slavery  in  it ;  tho  first  slave  State  made  out  of  now  soil, 
acquired,  after  the  Declaration.  Hitherto  slavery  had  teen 
confined  to  the  Atlantic  slope  of  tho  continent;  in  1782, 
the  Federal  government  established  it  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi :  in  1803,  for  tho  first  time,  she  carried  it  west 
of  the  great  river.  That  was  the  fourth  step. 

V.  In  1818-20,  Missouri  was  organized  as  a  State ;  in 
1821,  admitted  with  slavery  in  it.  Before  this  time,  slavery 
had  receded  from  the  North.  On  the  Atlantic,  it  did  not 
reach  u  p  in  lh  e  ferti  eth  parallel  of  latitude:  on  the  Mississippi, 
it  sunk  below  the  thirty -seventh.  But  by  admitting  Mis¬ 
souri,  it  all  at  once  rose  to  the  fortieth  parallel  of  latitude. 
Hero,  however,  there  was  a  great  battle.  The  South 
wanted  slavery  to  extend  all  the  way  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  tho  British  lino.  The  North  wanted  to  restrict 
slavery'  by  tho  Mississippi  river,  and  not  carry  it  weak 
A  few  Northern  men  were  brought  up  ; .  nothing  is  more 
marketable  than  Northern  politicians,  Whig  or  Democrat, 
it  makes  no  odds,  both  are  lieges  of  tho  almighty  dollar. 
Wickedness  prevailed ;  Missouri  (muss  m  with  her  slaves, 
However,  there  was  a  “  Compromise ; }S  the  celebrated 
Missouri  -  Gpmpromise,  by  which  slavery  was  ^restricted  in. 
tho  Louisiana  territory  north  of  86*  80'.  Then,  all : the' 
territory  Snath  thereof  was  os-Kto  over  to  that  institution. 
In  188$,  Arkansas  was  organized  m  a  territory,  and  who. 
in  m  &  State  with  slavery.  In  tho  territory  of  Lonimns, 
bought  in  1888,  there  cure  now  423,171  staves.  That-  mu 
too  firth  step. 
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vT.  In  1  845.  Florida  waa  admitted  ns  n  slave  State,  with 
%  constitution  .providing  that  the  “  general  assembly  shall 
Imva  no  power  to  peas  laws  mmtudpaiinf?  ahaves,”  or  to 
.forbid  emigrants  to  -bring  their  slaves  with  them.  Hero, 
slavery  was  extended  over  territory  acquired  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  from  Spain  in  1019-21  ;  in ado  perpetual  therein.  It 
went  down  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  renewing  far  in.  That 
was  ike  sixth  step, 

YU.  Its  .1845,  Texas  was  “  remmexed 3>  and  admitted  as 
&  State.  This  was  territory  whence  tho  Mexicans  had 
banished  slavery.  Shivery  wag  in  the  Constitution  of 
Texas ;  vr&&  carried  west  of  the  territory  purchased  of 
France,  and  spread  over  825,520  square  miles-  It  was 
established  in  a  territory  fort?- three  rimes  greater  than 
MaaM-chuaofctejs  by  and  by  to  bo  carvel  into  more  slave 
States.  This  was  the  first  time  that  America  had  ever  estab¬ 
lished  slavery  in  any  land  whence  any  government  had 
positively  driven,  it  oat.  That  was  the  seventh  stop. 

TOIL  In  1848,  at  the  conclusion  u£  the  war  for  plunder¬ 
ing  Mexico,  by  c-on quest- and  treaty  we  acquired  Califor¬ 
nia,  Utah,  and  How  Mexico — a  territory  of  more  than 
596,000  square  miles.  This  was  coveted  as  new-  ground 
for  tho  frx  tension  of  slavery.  Tho  .Mexican  war  was  begun 
and  continued  for  slavery ;  tho  land  was  to  bo  slave  soil. 
This  was  tho  Trst  rime  wo  had  conquered  new 'land  in  bat¬ 
tle  for  tho  sake  of  putting  -slavery  on  it.  That  was  tho 
eighth  step, 

IX  In  1850,  you  remember  tho  cry, '“The  Union  is  in 
danger  1  “ — >How  lustily  men  roared,  “Tho  Union  is  in 
danger  1  “ — How  iho  poliriadms  talked, -and  the  ministers  1 
The  “  pedlars  of  -oratery if  teak  ■  the  stump.  You.  remem¬ 
ber  the  “  Boston  eloquence  f>  that  screamed,  and  tottered 
.and  stood  .xr tiptoe/and  spread  ite  Ungers,  and  tore  its  hair, 
and  ; invaded, ;t3m  ‘Very  .heavens  with  its  scary  *p©«eh;— - 
.Ukd.^a  — this.  hoar  lw  Tho  celebrated 

Compromise,  measfhros  were  passed.  So  far  as  it  coneornB 
.this  of  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill — 

of  which  I  do  not  think  you  wish  in<y,&fc  least,  te  spp&k 
again  -}  ;of,  the  eateblialimoat-  of  &  territorial  government  in 
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Now  Mexico  and  Utah,  extending'  slavery  over  407,667 
square  miles, — a  territory  larger  than  fifty-throo  States  of 
fcUo  size  of  Massachusetts ;  it  paid  Texas  ten  millions  of 
money  c.s  a  gift  to  slavery. 

'  That  was  the  greatest  step  of  all  since  sir  very  was  in¬ 
augurated  in  the  Constitution.  It  was  the  most  insulting 
to  fcho  North  j  it  was  most  revolting  to  our  political  ideas- 
and  the  principles  of  our  professed  religion.  You  remem¬ 
ber  iho  stir,  and  tumult,  and  storm.  You  have  not  for¬ 
gotten  the  promise  that  "  agitation  was  to  cease.”  In 
1852,  the  Whigs  decided  to  "discountenance”  agitation; 
and  the  Democrats,  being  stronger  and  more  audacious, 
declared  that  they  would  resist  all  attempts  to  renew  fcho 
agitation  on  the  question  of  slavery,  in  Congress  or  out, 
in  whatsoever  shape.  That  was  the  ninth  great  step. 

In  1776,  African  slavery  existed  in  all  the  ridrteem  States. 
In  a  few  years  it  .-Iirntek  southward.  In  1790,  the  end  of 
Delaware  iu  40®  was  its  northern  Atlantic  limit ;  on  the 
Mississippi,  it  fell  away  to  less  than  87*.  Below  the  sneaky 
Hue  winch  separates  Delaware,  Maryland,  "Virginia,  and 
Kentucky  on  the  south,  from  Now  Fork,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Ohio,  on  the  north,  east  of  the  "  Pother  of  Waters,” 
on  the  Atlantic  slopes  of  the  continent — the  monster  had 
scope  and  vergo  enough.  North  and  west  of  these  limits 
he  dared  not  show  his  head.  But-  in  that  year,  America 
bought  of  Mary  hind  and  Virginia  ahold  "ten,  miles  square, ” 
as  capital  of  the  United  States ;  in  1800,  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  transferred  from  Philadelphia  to  the  district  of 
Columbia;  in  1802,  Congress  re-enacted  the  akvo  codes 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  extending  them  over  the  capital 
of  the  nation.  Behold,  the  Federal  government  of  the  solo 
Christian  Republic  of  fcho  world  has  its  head-quarters  on 
slave  soil  1  Congress  had  gone  South — ominous  change  I 
Since  that  dny,  no  State  has  abolished  slavery.  It  stall 
exists  in  the  six  old  States,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North,  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia.  It  has 
spread  into  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
four  now  States  iu  twenty  years  made  out  of  the  territory 
of  iho  old  States.  It  has’  been  put  anew  into  Lomriana, 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Florida,  Texas,— fivo  new  States  made 
out  of  territory  acquired  for  extending  the  asm  of  slavery. 
It  has  boon* carried  to  Utah  and  Now  Moxico>—  bad  plim- 
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dcred  from  Mexico  for  this  purpose.  The  white  polygamy 
of  Joe  Smith,  and  the  black  polygamy  of  men  yofc  more 
shameless,  there  flourish  side  by  side.  It  has  spread  over 
1,051,523  square  miles,  where  there  was  no  legal  slavery 
at  all  in  1788.  It  hail  blotted  the  Mississippi  volley  with 
more  than  1,580,000  slaves.  It  has  put  slavery  in  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  3,250,308  white  persons,  which  elso  would  never 
have  had  an  eniallment  of  this  cures  upon  their  property, 
their  education,  and  their  morality,  and  their  religion  1 

Why  was  all  this?  Has  the  South  the  most  money, 
and  so  can  buy  up  the  North  ?  iho  most  votes,  and  so  can 
scare  ua  by  overwhelming  numbers?  Not  at  all;  the 
South  is  poor  in  money  :  in.  numbers  sho  is  weak.  The 
North  is  strong  in  both.  Tho  South  wanted  slavery,  the 
North  did  not  want  freedom  for  the  African.  Before  1808, 
Northern,  clergymen  occasionally  ventured  their  little  sav¬ 
ings  in  the  slave-trade :  since  1808,  they  obey  with  alacrity 
all  attempts  of  the  slave  power  to  blaspheme  tho  higher 
law  of  God  !  At  each,  stop,  tho  South  becomes  more  im¬ 
perious,  more  insulting.  She  has  served  us  right  I  Nine 
times  she  has  demanded  a  sacrifice — nine  times  tho  North 
has  granted  tho  demand.  In  some  rwonty-four  millions 
of  men,  every  seventh  man  is  a  slave ;  tho  children,  of  Jef¬ 
ferson  and  Madison  are  sold  at  public  vendue.  Senator 
Foote  roared  in  the  Capitol ;  his  father’s  soon  were  slaves 
in  the  same  street  S  It  is  u  a  great  country ;  ”  a  “  Union J> 
worth  saving ! 

But  who  is  to  blame  for  all  this  ?  Tho  North  1ms  had 
tho  majority  in  the  Federal  councils  from  the  beginning. 
It  is  tiro  North  who  is  to  blame  for  these  nine  steps — for 
establishing,  spreading,  fostering,  and  perpetuating  tho 
worst  institution  wherewith  the  Spaniard  has  dared  to 
blot  the  Western  continent.  Who  put  slavery  in  tho  Con* 
sfcitutioa,  made  it  Federal  ?  who  put  it  in  tho  now  States  ? 
>vho  got  new  soil  to  plant  it  in  ?  who  carried  it  across  the 
Mississippi — into  Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas,  Utah,  New 
Mexico  ?  who  established  it  in  the  capital  of  the  United 
States?  who  adopted  shivery  and  volunteered  to  catch  a 
runaway,  in  1793,  and  repeated  the  act  in  1850, — in  defi¬ 
ance  of  all  law,  all  precedent,  all  right  ?  Why,  it  was  the 
North.  "Spain  armed  herself  with  bloodhounds/’  said 
Mr:  Pitt,  "  to  extirpate  the  wretched  natives  of  America.” 
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In.  1850,  the  Christian  Democracy  set  worse  bloodhound?  .. 
afoot  to  pursue  Ellen  CrafD ;  offered  them  fire  dollars  for 
the  rnn,  if  thoy  did  not  take  hew;  ten  if  they  did!  The  • 
price  of  blood  was  Northern  money;  the  bloodhounds — * 
thoy  were  kidnappers  born  at  the  North,  bred  there,  ken-  ' 
nelled  in  her  church,  fed  on  her  sacraments,  blessed  by  her ; 
priests  1  la  1778,  Mr  Pitt  had  a  yet  ht -•slier  name  for  th'o  , 
beasts  wherewith  despotic  Spain  hunted  the  red  man  in;  ' 
the  woods — he  called  them  u  TIcll  Iloinvk.”  But  they  only  . 
hunted  "savages,  heathens,  men  born  in*  barbarous  lands,” ; 
What  would  ho  say  of  the  pack  which  in  1851  hunted  , 
American  Christians,  in  .the  "Athena- of  America,”  and 
stole  a  man  on  the  grave  of  Hancock  and  Adams — all  Bos-, 
ton  looking  on,  and  its  priests  blessing  the  dead  1 

The  slavo  power  is  now  ready  to  take  the  tenth  stop. 
It  wants  these  tilings ;  iho  acquisition  of  Cuba,  the  Mesilla 
Volley,  the  enslavement  of  Nebraska.  Of  the  first  and  se¬ 
cond  I  shall  not  now  say  anything.  The  third  is  a  most  ■ 
important  matter.  It  ia  an  attempt  to  establish  slavery  in 
a  new  country.  First,  in  a  country  where  it  never  existed 
to  any  extent.  There  is  only  one  American  in  the  tern-  ‘ 
tory  known  to  have  over  hold  a  slave.  That  ia  a  missionary 
who  went  thither  from  Boston,  and,  for  a  thousand  dollars, 
bought  a  man  ir,  Missouri,  to  serve  as  help  for  his  sick 
wife, — the  only  slave  over  held  by  an  American  in  Nebras¬ 
ka,  so  far  as  Senator  Douglas  is  informed ;  and  of  all  men 
the  most,  ho  ought  to  know. 

,  Next,  it  is  an  attempt  by  the  Federal  government  to 
establish  it  in  a  territory  where  it  has  been  prohibited  by 
the  Federal  government  itself,  by  the  solemn  enactment  of 
Congress,  mado  thirty-three  years  ago,  at  a  time  when  all 
the  North  swore  solemnly  that  it  -would  not  suffer  slavery 
to  come  north  another  inch. 

Do  you  know  what  ■  is  the  population  of  Nebraska  ? 
There  are  not  one  thousand  Americans  in  it.  There  is  a 
delegate  from  Nebraska  at  Washington.  He  had  $awnty 
votes,  out  of  this  vast  territory  1  There  were  two  com¬ 
petitors,  and  I  suppose  there  could*  not  have  been  more 
than  two  hundred  votes  east;  I  doubt  if  there  wore  one 
hundred. 

It  is  an  immense  territory,  485,000  square  miles ;  larger 
than  sixty-two  States  of  the  sire  of  Massachusetts.  It 
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contains  as  much  land  as  all  the  thirteen  States  that  fought 
the  Revolution,  and  rnoro  than  121,000  square  miles  be¬ 
sides.  '  Dmw  &•  line  from  Trfeste  to  Amsterdam  t — hi ^braa- 
ka  is  larger  than  the  part  of  Western  Europe  thus  cut  off. 
It  contains  more  than  allfcke  fourteen  Free  States  east 
of  the  Mississippi, — Mei no,  New  Heunpsbir©,  Vermont, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  Wiscornin~and  88,893  square  miles  over  and 
a-be  ;e.  It  reaches  from  the  western  boundary  of  Mis¬ 
souri  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  It  extends  from  £1'  north 
latitude  to  49* — twelve  degrees  of  latitude ;  and  from  94* 
longitude  to  1 1  i*~~fcwenfcy  degrees  of  longitude.  Its  waters 
run  to  fcho  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to 
Hudson's  Bay.  The  blood  of  fcho  slave  wilt  reach  “  Green¬ 
land's  icy  mountains,”  and  stain  the  waters  at  the  month 
ef  Baffin's  Bay,*  the  Saskatchewan,  its  great  northern 
river,  will  drain  the  slave  soil  into  Lake  Winnepeg,  and 
the  keel  of  Captain  Kano’s  ship,  returning  from  his  adven¬ 
turous  quest  in  the  Arctic  sea,  will  pass  through  waters 
that  are  darkened  by  the  last  irre at  crime  of  America  ! 

The  slave  power  has  long  .Been  seeking  to  extend  its 
jurisdiction.  It  has  eminently  succeeded.  It  fills  all  the 
chief  offices  of  the  nation ;  the  presidents  are.  slave  prori- 
sidonts  f  the  supremo  court  is  of  slave  judges,  csvory  one  ;  the 
district  judges, — yea  all  know  Judge  Sprague,  Judge  Grier, 
Judge  Kane.  In  all  that  depends  on  the  political  action 
of  America,  fcho  slave  power  carries  She  day.  In  what  de¬ 
pends  on  industry,  population,  education,  it  is  the  North. 
The  slave  power  seeks  to  extend  Ha  institutions  at  fcho  ex¬ 
pense  of  humanity.  The  North  works  with  it.  In  this 
century,  the  South  h&a  been^foiled  in  only  two  efforts, — to 
extend  slavery  to  California  and  Oregon :  nine  times  it  has 
succeeded. 

Now  see  why  the  South  wishes  to  establish  slavery  in 
Nebraska. 

1 .  She  wishes  to  gain  a  direct  power  in  Congress.  So 
she  wants:  new  slave  States,  that  she  may  have  new  slave 
Senators  to  give  her  the  uttermost  power  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States. 

2.  Next,  she  wishes  indirectly  to  gaimpower  by  directly 
checking  the  rapid  growth  of  the  free  States  of  the  North, 
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If  Nebraska  is  free,  the  tide  of  immigration  mil  set  thither, 
as  once  to  Ohio,  Mieltig&».  lilinoi® ;  as  now  to  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  Minesote.  There  will  bo  a  rapid  lacrosse- of  free¬ 
men,  with  their  consentient  wealth,  education,  idea®,  d&nc-- 
-  era  tie  instafcations,  free  States,  with  consequent  political 
power. 

All  tills  tho  South  wishes  to  avoid «  for  the  South— d 
must  say  it — is  the  enemy  of  the  North.  She  is  the  foe  to 
Northern  industry — to  our  mines,  our  manufhdurts,  and 
our  commerce.  Thrice,  in  my  day,  has  alio  sought  to  ruin 
ah  three.  She  is  the  foe  to  pur  institofcions— to  our  demo¬ 
cratic  politics  hi  the  State,  our  democratic  -culture  in.  the- 
school,  our  democratic  work  in  the  community,  our  demo* 
vttiiic  equality  in  the  family,  and  our  dcm.{?ciuds  Tel.igkia 
in  the  Onuxch,  Hear  what  a  great  slave  org&a  says  or  re¬ 
ligion: — (C  The  Bible  has  been  .  Youch.«dhd  to  matudadfet* 
the  purpose  of  keeping  us  out  of  heU-Hfe  and  gutting  us 
into  heaven  by  th-e  my  stories  of  faith  and  the  iaimr  lue— 
not  to  teach  us  ethnology,  jpYenimorrt/'  &o.  It  m  the 
Editor  of  the  Bkhmond  hkammer  who  says  th&s,ihe  Axaeri- 
can  Charge  at  Turin.  ' 

I  any  the  South  is  the  enemy  of  the  North.  England  is 
the  rival  of  tbo  North,  a  powerful  rival,  often,  dangerous ; 
sometimes  a  mean  and  dishonourable  rival.  But  the  South- 
is  onr/oe, — far -more  dangerous,  means?,  andmoredis- 
honourable.  England  keeps  treaties ;  the  South,  breaks 
faith.  She  broke  faith  individually,  and  Webster  lies,  there 
a  wreck  on  the  shore  of  his  own  estate ;  breaks  it  nation- 
ally,  4  f  sad  renews  the  agitation  \ w  I  olways  knew  sho 
would j  I  never  tended  her  lying  breath ;■  I  wmmod  my 
brothers  mid  sisters  against  ife:  now  she  fulfils  thempeota*.; 
tion.  Sho  is  the  onetny  of  our  material  welfare  and  our  spirits 
uai  development.  Her  success  is  our  mini  Onr  wclfaro 
shames  her  Institutions,  her  ideas,  and  is  tho  desixiictiom 
to  her  “  peculiar  institution.”  She  has  been  lwl«s  in  her 
effort  to  blot  the  temteryof  Oregon  with  sl&vcry^  buh 
ahenover  surrenders.  This  X  honour  in  die  South,— skete 
always  true  to  her  own-  institution,  and  her  own idea.  Then- 
our  the  man  who,  on  Plymouth'Bock.  whea  the  sons  6f*the 
Puritans  crouched  and  shrunk  down,  «md  &carce  onpbravb 
word  could  get- sptoken  for  hum aaity  and  the  great  rights 
of  man  wkiekuur  hd-kers  brought  serosa  the  sea,— -I  honour 
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the  Southern.  man  who  stood  up  aud  churned  that  slavery 
should  bo  protected,  on  Plymouth  Rock,  :md  told  one 
Northern  candidate  for  tho  Pre-ddeney  that,  he  also  had 
once  offered  and  volunteered  to  shoulder  his  musket..  u  tho 
old  Middlesex  musket/'  and  inarch  South  to  put  down  an 
inaamection  of  slaves.  I  say,  I  honour  a  mmds  fidelity 
to  his  own.  principle,  ovea  if  it  is  a  base  one. 

Such  are  the  two  general  ressoaa  why  tho  South  wishes 
slavery  in  this  new  territory.  But.  hero  is  a  third  reason, 
quite  special. 

2.  There  must  be  communication  with  the  West.  Three 
railroads  are  possible;  one  lies  through  Mexican  territory, 
hnfc  we  Lave  got  it,  for  tho  Gadsden  treaty  is  not  yet  n 
foci  accomplished: — two  others  lie  through  Nebraska  terri¬ 
tory.  One  or  the  other  of  them  must  he  built.  If 
Nebraska  is  free  soil,  the  slave  master  cannot,  take  his 
slave  across,  for  the  law  of  tho  free  soil  makes  tho  black 
raau  free.  But  if  Nebraska  is  a  slave  State,  then  ‘ho 
master  can  go  there  and  carry  bia  “  chattels  personal/’ — 
eoffies  of  men,  droves  of  women,  herds  of  children,  attended 
by  the  “  missionary  from  Boston/'*  and  tho  bloodhounds  of 
tho  kidnapper.  She  wants  right  of  way  for  her  institution  ; 
a  slave  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific.  Such 
are  tho  rowtonJ*  why  she  wants  to  establish  slavery  there. 

See  what  encourages  tho  South  to  make  new  encroach¬ 
ment*.  She-  lias  been  eminently  successful  in  her  former 
uemaT.uk,  especially  with  tho  last.  The  authors  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Bill  did  not  think  that  enormity  could  bo  got 
through  Congress :  it  was  too  atrocious  in  itself,  too  insult¬ 
ing  to  the  North.  Bui  Northern  men  sprang  forward 
to  defend  it- — powerful  politicians  supported  it-  to  the 
fullest-  extent.  Tho  woruo  it  was,  tho  better  they  lik  k!  it. 
Northern  merchants  wore  in  favour  of  it — it  u  would  con¬ 
ciliate.  the  South/'  Northern  minister*  in  all  the  churches 
of  commerce  baptised  it,  defended  it,  out  of  tho  Old  Testa¬ 
ment,  or  the  New  Testament.  Tho  Senator  of  Boston  gave 
it  his  mighty  aid,-  he  went,  through  the  land  a  huckster  of 
slavery,  peddling  Atheism :  tho  Representative  of  Boston 
gave  it  his  vote.  Their  constituents  sustained  both  !  All 
tlto  great  cities  of  tho  North  executed  the  bilk  Tho  lead¬ 
ing  journals  of  Boston  advised  the  merchants  to  withhold 
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all  commercial  intercourse  from  towns  winch  opposed  kid¬ 
napping.  There  was  a  "  Union  Meeting  ”  at  Fauenii  Hall. 
You  remember  the  men.  on  the  platform  :  the  speeches  are 
not  forgotten.  The-  doctrine  that  there  ;»  a  law  of  God 
ftbov  s  tho  pa&siona  of  the  multitude  and  the  ambition  of 
thoi-  lead  era  .  was  treated  with  scorn  and  hooting  :  a  loud 
guihivr  of  vulgar  ribaldry  went  up  against  the  justice  of  the 
Infinite  God  !  All  the  great  cities  aid  the  game.  Atheism 
was  inaugurated  as  the  first  principle  of  Republican  govern¬ 
ment  ;  in  politics,  religion  makes  men  mad  I  Mr  Clay  de¬ 
clared  that  u  no  Northern  gentlemen  will  over  help  return 
a  fugitive  slave  ! "  'Wliai  took  place  at-  -Philadelphia  ? 
New  York  ?  Cincinnati  ? — nay,  at  Boston  ?  The  Northern 
churches  of  commerce  thought  slavery  was  a  blissing, 
aidnapping  a  “  graced’  The  Democrats  and  Whigs  vio 
wills  each  other  in  devotion  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  The 
"Compromises"  are  the  golden  redo.  The  North  con¬ 
quered"  her  prejudices.  The  South  sees  this,  and  makes 
another  demand.  Why  not?  I  am  glad  of  it.  She  servos 
us  right. 

There  is  one  thing  more  which  helps  her.  Tho  South, 
weak  in  numbers,  weak  in  money,  has  yet  a  certain  unity 
of  idea, — -that  of  slavery..  She  baa  the  political  skill  to 
control  tho  money  and  the  numbers  of  tho  North.  Sho 
always  makes  tho  Presidents.  As  the  Catholic  priest  takes 
a  bit  of  baker’s  bread,  and  says,  "  Bread  thou  art,  become 
a  God  !  "  and  tho  dough  is  God, — -so  the  South  takes  any 
man  and  transubstantiatr*  him, — "Thou  art  a  man  l  be¬ 
come  a  President  I  "  And  by  political  treasubgtantiafckm 
Polk  and  Fierce  arc  Presidents,  to  bo  “  lifted  up,"  to  be 
exhibited,”  set  on  high,  and  worshipped  accordingly. 
Now  the  Northern  lump  covets  exceedingly  this  Presi¬ 
dential  transab  stan  tint  ion  ;  but  to  attain  thereunto,  it 
must  bo  of  the  riglu  lev. von  for  tho  South.  A  new  Presi¬ 
dent  is  presently  to  bo  kneaded  together,  to  bo  baked  to 
tho  requisite  hardness,  transubstantiated,  and  then  sot  up 
in  1 85  f»,  Several  old  Ephraim#  t  alas  !  cakes  "not  turned, 
begin  to  swell,  and  bubble,  and  crack,  and  break,  hoping 
presently  to  be  in  condition  to  be  transubstantiated.  Seme 
Northern  dough  is  leavening  itself  to  suit  the  Southern 
taste.  Alsa !  "  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direst  his 
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slops.”  Many  arc?  leavened,  but  few  rise-.  A  Northern 
ifiaa,  a-  bold  adventurer.  a  bar-room  politician,  of  Illinois , 
bom  in  Vermont,  they  aay,  baa  long  coveted  presidential 
traasubtaumtiou,  lie  1m  tempered  his  measures  of  meal 
■wit-li  Southern  leaven;  bo  is  a  slave-holder — not  bora  so  , 
he  courted  slavery  and  ”  married  Atm  be  haa  stirred  into 
bis  character  a  groat  amount  of  appropriate  leaven, — the 
u  emptyings }>  of  Southern  firkins,  the  leavings  of  Southern 
feasts,  tho  yeasty  scum  and  froth  of  the  Southern  conscious¬ 
ness  whom  slavery  heals  and  swelters  and  keeps  up  a  per¬ 
petual  fomentation.  In  1852,  all  lm  leaven  was  of  no 
avail  t  even  the  host-  of  the  Baltimore  Convention  could  not 
make  him  rise  to  the-  requisite  degree.  Now  ho  adds  more 
potent  leaven,  and  drugs  his  Northern.  dough,  hoping  the 
lump  will  rise  a  presidential  loaf ! 

Mr  Dougins  has  made  his  bid  for  the  Prericlency.  Ho 
claims  that-  the-  Missouri  Compromise'  was  abolished  in  1850. 
Nobody  know'  it  then;  not  ho  him  self ;  it  is  his  last,  dis¬ 
covery.'  Then  he  claims  that  Congress  has  no  right  to  say 
that  slavery  shall  not  be  in  tho  territory. 

•  So  the  question  is,  shall  wo  let  slavery  into  the  two  great 
territories  of  Kanaaa  and  Nobnmka  ?  That  is  a  question 
«f  politics!  economy.  Here  it  is.  Shall  men  work  with 
poor  industrial  tools,  or  with  good  ones  t  Shall  they  hav< 
:K»  caned  industry  of  Kow  England  and  tho  North,  or  the 
'  1  .v?  labour  of  Virginia  and  Carolina?  Shall  thoir  land 
bo  worth  five  dollars  and  eight  cents  an  acre  m  in  South 
Carolina,  or  thirty  dollars  and  a  half  ns  re  Connecticut  ? 
BhsiH  tho  people  all  be  comfortable,  engaged  in  honest 
work,  which  enriches  while  it  elevates ;  or  shall  a  part  ho 
the  poorest  of  Urn  world  that  a  few  may  bo  idle  ma  rich  ? 

It  hi  &  question  of  political  morality.  Shall  the  govern¬ 
ment  bo  a  commonwealth  where  all  are  eitbeus,  or  an 
aristocracy  where  man  owns  his  brother  xnan  ?  Shall 
there  be  the  schools  of  Ohio,  or  the  itpsomneo  of  Tomios- 
tsm  l  Shall  it  be  a  virtue  and  a  dignity  to  teach,  m  it  is 
in  the  public  schools  of  Boston  ;  a  great  charity,  as  soma 
of  you  are  adminhterirsg  in  private  schools  for  the  ignorant 
and  poor ;  or  shall  it  be  a  crime,  as  in  Virginia,  where  Mrs 
Douglas,  by  a  ensures  of  court,  is  now  serving  out  her  time 
in  tho  Btrase  of  Correction,  for  teaching  a  black  child  its 
letters  ?  Shall  there  be  tho  public  libraries,  newspapers, 
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,  : '  Hu  rictb.of  Air  o-  ]  r '  ;„n*i  Alabama  ?  Ay!  it  is  & 
question  of  domestic  morality.  Shall  a  mim  have  a  right 
Ira  ui'n;  limbs*,  hri  U*rtrtv  in  i  life?  Shall  the  mother 
own  tho  babe  that  is  born  from  her  bossem  ?  Shall  hho  b© 
<i  -ind  kcap  her  innocence  and.  her  honour  ?  Shall 
the  be  a  wife,  faithful  to  him  that-  she  loves,  or  stall  &ho 
be  the  matrasnaat  of  a  master's  lust,  who  .has  iho  law  to 
enforce  rape  and  violence  ?  Thai  is  the  question* 

It  is  a  great  religions  question.  Shall  the  passions  and 
ambition  of  base  men  have  rule  in  Nebraska,  or  the  natural 
law  of  tho  most  high  God  ?  Tho  Unitarian  .AoaimiiH  Con* 
\  nt?ou  at  Worcester  debated  tho  great  question,  whether 
T,\ii  ‘mould  have  aUife&ny  in  tho  churches*  The  American 
Tract  Society,  tho  American  Mhmotmj  Society,  have 
questions  of  similar  magnitude,  which  come  before  them, 

'  '>  n  not  thought  a  religions  quest  icm.:  It  is  only  one 

*  h.rh  concerns  tho  welfare  of  millions  of  men,  in  hundreds 
f  f  \  { a,  d  yet  to  come ;  »y:  tkotssands  !  The  prayer  of  tho 
Puntm,  his  self-denial,  his  trust  in  God,  and  loro  of  tbs 
vk,  -"they  arc  tho  boat  inheritance  New  England  over 

t'i  —  5’ -,11  we-  extend  the  best  i notations  of  Now  England 

*  1  Nebraska;  or  shall  wo  send  ihsro  tho  slave-driver  with 
1  ’  >  Vp,  with  hi  a  bloodhound,  with  his  politician  and  his 

!  hall  I  3uy  the  .next  word  ?  I  pas n  it  by.  That 
question  must  be  answered  in  a  month ;  in  one  abort 
month  ;  ay  !  jnjrhaps,  in  a  week. 

In  sixty  year:?,  Virginia  ha»  not-  doubled  her  population, 
while  Hew  York  has?  ten  times  the  population  of  1790. 
The  most  valuable  export  of  Virginia,  is  her  slaves,  on* 
richad  bv  tho  “  best  blood  of  the  old  dominion;”  the 
,f  Mother  of  President*  ”  is  also  the  great  slave-broader  of 
America.  Since  tho  ceased  to  import  bondmen  from 
Africa,  her  tiaras  became  continually  paler  in  tho  face ;  it 
is  tho  ”  effect  of  the  climate  and  Bomeorutic  inrAilu- 
iions.  0 no  quarter  of  her  slaves  have  but  one-fourth 
African  blood  in  their  veins ;  half  of  her  slaves  r»ro  half 
white.  The  Ethiopian  m  changing  his  akin.  'Bexmfmeiu 
u  effect  of  the  climate  ** — and  Democratic  insHtufeiona  1  By 
the  laws  of  Virginia,  it  is  a  crime  punishable  by  imprison¬ 
ment,  to  deny  tho  masters  right  to  hold  his  slave ;  it  vim 
lately  proposed  in  her  Logislatare,  to  exclude  from  tho  jury- 
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box  ait  persons  gai'ttv  of  this.  opinion.  Her  present  law 
provides  that  miii i  of  thr^o-fourths  white  descent  shall  bo 
free* — it  is  now  proposed  to  enslave  all  who  have  less  than 
mae-temtha  C&acastan  blood;  so  tho  blood  of  "  Jefferson 
and  Bally/’’  unrontminat&d  by  any  now  African  admix¬ 
ture,  must  pass  'hnmgh  yet  four  other  slavo-brooding 
Presidents  before  it  N  cfAiilod.  to  freedom  !  New  York 
hros  862, &C  7  children  at  her  public  schools.  Virginia  makes 
it  a  ciirno  to  teach  writing  and  reading  to  slaves.  Her 
highest  Uterature  is  partisan  newspapers  and  sp&eches ; 
hor  noblest  men  are  nothing  bat  party  politicians ;  her 
chief  manufacture  is  slaves — children  of  her  own  C&uea&imi 
loins,  begotten  for  exportation.  8ho  stocks  tho  planta¬ 
tions  of  Alabama  and  the  bagnios  Of  New  Orleans  Shall 
wo  establish  in  Nebraska  the  institutions  of  Virginia  f  Lot 
the  North  answer. 

1  know  Northern  politicians  gay,  "  slavery  will  never  go 
there !  ”  Be-  they  believe  their  own  word  ?  They  believe 
it  1  In  1820,  thoy  said  it  could  lot  go  to  Missouri ;  then, 
there  were  but  10,222  therein  ;  now  87,422  !  more  than  a 
quarter  of  all  tho  slaves  in  the  United  States  are  north  of 
30b  Desperate  men  from  the*  slave  States  of  the  Av- 
lantic  and  ih©  Mia&iasippi,  too  miserublo  to  reach  California, 
will  find  their  El  Dorado  in  Nebraska,  take  flares  there 
and  work  their  lives  out  !  It  will  bo  a  better  breeding 
State  than  Virginia  herself. 

Congress,  if  in  said,  has  no  right  to  legislate  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  territory  against  slavery.  It  must  be  left  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof.  There  arc  4-85,000  squan  miles, — 
not  1000  men,  not  .two  hundred  voters.  Shall  two  hun¬ 
dred  squatters  entail  slavery  on  a  country  as  large  as  nil 
Germany,  Switzerland,  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland  ?  Is 
it  u  democratic”  for  Congress-  to  allow  two  huud» vd  strag¬ 
glers  in  the  wilderness,  cheating  the  Indians,  swearing, 
violent,  half  of  them  unable  to  write  or  read,- — is  it  demo¬ 
cratic-  in  Congress  to  allow  those  vagabonds  of  tho  wilder¬ 
ness  to  establish  tho  worst  institution  which  Spain  brought 
oat  -of  tho  middle  ages ;  which  Western  Europe  caste  off 
with  scorn;  which  Kussia  treads  under  her  feet;  which 
Turkey  rejects  with  indignation, — ami  spread  this  over  a 
country  larger  than  tho  whole  Homan  empire  when  Julius 
Cm&ar  was  cradled,  in  1m  mother's!  arms  ?  If  it-  is  go,  lot 
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ms  gc  Wk  «*adt  O  ur.**?,  Imperial  Nicholas !  let.  nis  k&ra 
politic,.!  ju^uc  •  frc-i  t  Bnvr,  thou  last  great  tyrant  of  the 
Western  world ! 

Supjnotm  vo  g,.>».i  tbiv  “Wll  that  ha  t be  t»nd  ?  Suppose 
rinvc  ry  8,  wri  m:o  Nobrw  mco, — m  that.  all  ?  This  is  the  tenth 
Woo  that,  akvcry  has  urm  mde-d  &  groat  w;x\ng,  and  tho 
North  luus  said,  **  ke-s,  I  will  do  it.”  Bach  time  it  has 
been  r.  rt«Ui*r  »ud  wo? wr  wrong.  Oar  great-  enemy  do* 
Eiands  a&erulces,  not  of  interests  but  of  principle;  tho 
snored  principle  of  natural  right,  idlogiance  to  the  Eternal 
God.  “  Grant  it-/*  say  they,  u  or  we  will  dissolve  the 
Union.”  Vrc-*cntly  tho  cry  will  bo  raised’ again,  (t  Save 
tho  Onion  1  Oh  1  m\  e  the  Onii/ii.”  u  The  Union  is  in 
clangor- — this  Hour  }  **  ’frill  bo  rung  again  in  our  deceived 
cars.  Suppose  it  is  granted.  Only  ones  in  seventy  years 
bsa  the  Southern  demand  been  rejected, — when  she  asked 
to  put  slavery  into  Oregon.  Bui  tho  conscience  of  tho 
North, — there  is  not  much  of  it, — not  enough  to  act,  only 
to  grumble,  or  perchance  to  swear.  The  ocascionc©  of  tho 
.North  complains.  “  Stop  that  agitation,  or  I  will  dissolve 
tho  Union  at  once/'  says  tho  South..  Then  the  North  says 
again,  u  Hush  l  Save  the  Union  1  **  and  them  will  not  bo 
a  whisper  from  Whig  or  Bem-ocrat.  The  Church  has  got 
its  mean  month  sowed  up  with  an  iron  thread. 

Then  tho  South  will  demand  again,  “  Grant  us  tins  de¬ 
mand,  or  wo  will  dissolve  tho  Union  l  ” — and  the  same 
thing  goes  over  and  over  again.  Do  you  think  the  North 
l  u  i  rv  di  solutuin  of  the  Union  ?  As  much  m  1  fear  that 
r  » n>  1  *  .drill  «»f  flowers  shall  rim  and  strike  the  life  kX  of 
mv  soul.  No  !  No !  Think  not  of  that,  la  it  love  of  country 
which  prompts  tho  Northern  sacrifice  of  conscienoe  ?  Ho  i 
never  i  Never,  no  1  It  ia  love  of  the  dollar.  It  is  love  of 
the  power  of  the  majority,  of  the  alavo-holder'a  power ;  not 
love  of  man,  but  lore  of  money.  'While  tho  North  can 
n'sk\h  money  by  the  Union,  there  is  no  danger  of  dN~ 
solution  1 

Grant-  this,  and  ecu  what  follows.  I  omit  tho  probable 
ncin  of  individual  States,  over  which  Congress  has  no  direct 
control. 

I.  The  South  will  chum  that  the  master  has  a  right  to 
take  his  slaves  into  &  free  State — spite  of  ite  kwa  to  tho 
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contrary — and  .Isold  them  there-- -first,  for  a  definite  time, 
«aj  Keren  years ;  oext,  for  m  indefinite  period  in  pornelm  ty . 
That  will  restore  slavery  to  the  North  and.  enable  tho  sons 
of  Hew  England  to  rofcarn  to  their  native  land  with  their 
er  chattels  pcrsoimi^  Perhaps  it  will  require  no  Act  of 
■■Congress  to  do  this— -and  "  aopersede  ”  the  Ordinance  of 
1787,  or  declare  it  “inoperative  and  void.”  The  whole 
may  he  done  any  day  by  the  Supreme  Court,  of  tho  United 
States ;  nay  day  when  tho  President  shall  say,  “  Down 
with  yon,  judges,  Do  m  you  are  bid!’  Whig*  and  De¬ 
mocrats  can  <10  all  things •  through  money,  which  strength- 
enoUt  them  !  will  tho  North  ccnserr'  t  Why  not,  nothing 
is  so  supple  m  the  Northern  nock. 

II..  Then  the  South  will  sack  more  slave  territory.  Here 
is  whai  is  wanted  a  part  of  Mexico, — tho  Owlf-doii  treaty 
stipulates  for  about  89,0^0,000  acres,  eight  States  as  largo 
as  Massachusetts  ;  Cuba,  which  tho  slave  power  has  long 
coveted  j  Porto  liioo;  Hayti,  which  tho  Democratic  Chris¬ 
tians  hat©  with  such  bitterness  ;  Jamaica  and  ike  other 
West  Indies;  tho  Sandwich  labmda ;  other  pasta  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  continent.  Slavery  must  be  put 
in  all  these  places.  Will  the  North  consent ?  'Why  not? 
lmbit makes  all  things  easy.  "What an  excellent-  “Hold  for 
religious  enterprise )}  Marti  would  bo,  if  this  Republic, 
should  rant-ore  slavery  to  St  Domingo  !  Conquer  your 
prejudices  ! 

HI.  Then  gh©  will  seek  is.>  restore  tho  Africsui  slave- 
trade.  Hero  are ‘tlio  ntepa.  1.  to  authorise  any  State  to 
import  slave* ;  2.  to  "uihorize  any  individual  to  do  so  in 
spite  of  tho  adverse  laws  of  any  State,  which  will  bo  de¬ 
clared  “  inoperative  ami  void/'  or  “  bapora-eded/’  I  can 
.foresee  tho  arguments  for  tho  measure — Whig  and  Demo¬ 
cratic — Yes,  fctie  theological  rvrgatnente,  drawn  from  tho 
radio,  from  f<  conscience  tmd  tho  Constitution.”  Some 
future  Unitarian  Doctor  of  Divinity,  !  suppose,  for  a  “  con- 
tridamtion  ”  Trill  bo  afraid  of  a  H  desolation  of  tho  Union/’ 
and  solve  tho  problem  of  human  destination  by  offering  to 
sacrifice  his  own  brother,  sister,  wife,  daughter,  mother  1 
Will  the  North  consent  ?  ’Why  stop  at  the  thirteenth 
demand  and  not  at  tho  first,  at  the  ninth  ?  Is  it  worse 
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to  steal  Heathen  mtn  m  Africa-  than  Christian  babioa  hi 
Virginia?  Worse  to  steal  the  son  of  Pambo  Jumbo  Hum 
the  daughters  of  Jefferson  i  Why  ekmM  itofc  Urn  North 
eons-c-nt — all'  the  slaves  are  to  ha  volsnt&ry 
for  civilisgatioa  sad  Christianity  1 1!  Wliafc  i$  ikmm  winch 
the  North  will  not  consent  to  t 

Some  of  ymi  may  live  Jang  enough  to  se©  all  fcbi®.  ’The 
Union  has  beea  in  daagor  five  tuae»,  and  firo  than®  saved 
by  sacrifice  of  those  principles  which  lie  at  the  ba-sri  of  the 
nation,  and  are  its  glory.  Ih  that  too  sad  &  prophecy, 
even  t-o  be  spoken  ?  It  is  not  worse  for  the  fifty  yeans  to 
com than  sot  the  fifty  years  past;  it- in  only  the  history 
of  the  Iiuit  fifty  years.. 

la  1775,  what  if  it  had  Wen  told  the  mm  all  rod  with 
kittle  at  Lexington  and  Banker  Hill, — u  year  sons  will 
gird  the  Court  Hoase  w4h  chains  to  kidnap  a  man ;  Boston 
will  vote  for  a  Bill  which  p«te  «h©  liberty  of  any  mssa  m 
fch©  hands  of  a  oommuciot^r,  to  b®  paid  twice  &s  much  for 
making  a  slave  m  for  declaring  a  freeman;  and  Boston 
will  call  oat  its  soldiers  to  hunt  a  man  threat gb  its  streets  I  M 
'What  if  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  whs®.  Samuel  Adams 
©aid,  {t  Oli !  what  a  glen loss  luoming  is  this  I  ”  as  ho  heard 
iho  tiding;,,  of  war  in  the  little  vi  Slags  whore  he  ymrnmd  the 
night, — what  if  it  had  boon  told  him, — M  tk-ft  an  the  19th 
of  April,  seventy-six  years  from  this  day,  v  ill  your  city  v  f 
Boston  land  a  poor  youth  ivt  Savannah,,  hark  g  violated,  her 
own  laws,  and  stained  her  magistrates?  hands,  m  order  to 
pat  an  mao-coat  man  in  a  glave-maatoris  jail  ? 5*  What  if 
it-  had  been  told  him  that  HI  Jen  Craft-  must  fly  out  of  demo¬ 
cratic  Boston,  to  monarchic,  theocratic,  crihstocsratio  Bag- 
land,  to  find  she! tor  for  her  limbs,  her  connubial  innocence, 
and  the  virtue  of  her  wo  man’’ s  heart  ?  I  think  Samaei 
would  have  cursed  the  day  m  which  ft  wem  said  a.  man -child 
was  born,  ant?  Amerkta  w&s  frso  I  What  if  it  Imd  been 
told  Mayhisw  and  Belknap,  that  in  the  polpito  of  Boston, 
to  defend  kidnapping  should  be  counted  to  mm  qb  righto 
eantwam  ?  Tiny  could  not  hors  believed  it  .They  did  not 
know  what  bareness  co-old  suck  the  Northern  breast,  find- 
still  be  base. 

Who  is  to  blame  ?  The  South?  'Well,  look  6©d  fesri 
In  the  Hcn&c  of  Beprcseu tori rm  tbero  are  eighty-eight- 
Bonthera  men  ;  there  nro  one  hondm!  and  forty-four  feom- 
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the  North.  In  the  Senate*,  the  South,  baa  thirty,  tho  North 
thirty- two.  But  out  of  the  tero  and  thirty  Northern 
Senators,  not  twelve  men  can  bo  found  to  protest  against 
this  wicked  Bill  Tho  President  is  a  Northern  man  -r  tho 
Cabinet  has  the  majority  from  tho  North ;  the  committee  of 
Senators  who  reported  this  Bill  has  a  majority  of  Northern 
men  ;  its  chairman  is  a  Northern  man. 

Tho  very  men  who  enacted  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  turn 
pale  ;  but  what  do  they  do  ?  They  do  nothing  i  Whore 
is  the  North  ?  Whore  has  it  been  these  fifty  years  back  ? — 
at  tho  feet  of  tho  South.  Where  are  tho  Northern  ideas— 
where  is  the  Northern  conscience,  the  Northern  right !  Oh, 
toll  mo,  where  ?  Is  it  izi  your  Legislature  ?  Listen  !  See 
if  you  can  hear  any  faint  breathings  of  tho  great  Northern 
heart,  that  fought  the  war  of  Independence.  '  At  least,  it  is 
in  the  cities.  Listen  1  In  Boston,  tho  “  great  men  ”  who 
control  Church  and  State — they  hnvo  called  conventions, 
have  they  ?  prepared  resolutions — got  them  ready — had 
preliminary  meetings — Lave  they  ?  Nothing  of  it.  There 
is  not  a  mouse  stirring  amongst  them.  It  is  all  right,  I 
suppose,  in  the  little*  towns  ?  There  is  tho  Northern  heart — 
a  gveab  conscience,  that  says,  “  Give  me  liberty  or  give  me 
death  1  ” — “  Resistance  to  tyrants  is  obedience  to  God!  ” 
Listen  to  Massachusetts  !  Can  you  hear  anything  ?  Well, 
I  am  a  minister.  It  is  in  the  pulpits  uf  the  North,  perhaps. 
Hark  !  The  Bible  rustles,  as  that  Southern  wind,  heavy 
with  slavery',  turns  over  its  leaves  rich  in  benedictions  ;  and 
I  hear  tho  old  breath  come  up  again — “  Thou  ah  alt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself” — “  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  not  done  it 
unto  one  of  thcr  lei .  at  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  not 
done  it  unto  me.”  Is  that  tho  voice  of  tho  pulpit  ?  Oh,  no  ! 
That  is  the  voice  of  a  Hebrew  peasant ;  a  poor  woman’s 
son.  In  his  own  time,  they  said  “  He  hath  a  devil.”  They 
hung  him  as  a  “  blasphemer/'  an  “  infidel.”  Time,  is  not 
the  pulpit's  voice.  Listen  again.  Here  it  is  :  “  I  would 
send  back  my  own  mother.”  That  is  tho  answer  of  tho 
American  pulpit.  Light  and  twenty  thousand  Protestant 
ministers  l  Tho  foremost  sect  of  them  all  debated,  a  little 
white  ago,  whether  it  should  have  a  Litany,  and  on  what 
terms  it  should  admit  young  men  to  tho  communion  table — 
allow  them  to  drink  "grocera'wino,"  and  eat  “bakers'  bread/’ 
on  the  “Lord's  day/’  in  the  “Lord’s  house  ;  ”  and  never 


TTL"  HCBEASKA  QUESTION. 


291 


dared  to  lift  that  p  aided  hand,  in  which  was  oneo  the  fire  and 
blood  of  Charming,  against  the  world’s  mightiest  sin.  Eight 
and  twenty  thousand  Protestant-  nrinkteny.  and  not  a  sect 
tha(  is  opposed  to  slavery  !  Oh,  the  Church  I  the  Church  of 
America  I  False  to  the  great  prophets  of  the  Old  Testament, 
the  great  world's  Prophet  of  tho  Now  ;  false  fc>  the  fathers 
whoso  bloody  knees  once  kissed  the  Rock  of  Plymouth  ! 

Tho  Northern  conscience,  the  Northern  religion,  the 
Northern  faith  in  God — where  is  it  ?  Is  it  in  tho  midst  of 
tho  people — the  young  men  and  the  young  women  ;  in  your 
hearts  end  in  my  heart  ?  Lot  us  see.  Let  our  actions 
speak.  Now  is  tho  time  ;  a  month  hence  may  bo  too  late  ; 
ay,  a  week,  a«d  the  deed  may  be  done.  Lot  ns,  at  least, 
be  manly,  and  do  our  part. 

Well,  let  us  contend  bravely  against  this  wicked  device 
of  men  who  aro  tho  enemies  alike  of  America  and  mankind. 
I  call  on  all  men  who  love  man  and  love  God.  to  oppose 
this  extension  of  slavery.  Talk  against  it,  preach  against 
it,  print  against  it — by  all  means,  act  against  it.  Call 
meetings  of  the  towns  to  oppose  it,  of  fcho  Congressional 
districts,  of  tho  State,  yen,  of  nil  tho  free  States.  Make  a 
fire  in  the  rear  of  your  timid  servants  in  Congress.  Let 
us  fight  manfully,  contouring  tho  ground  inch  by  inch,  till 
at  last  wo  aro  driven  back  to  tho  Rock  of  Plymouth. 
There  let  us  gather  up  tho  wreck  of  tho  old  ship  which 
br-ought  over  tho  three  churches  of  Plymouth,  Salem,  Bos¬ 
ton, — whoso  children  have  so  often  proved  false, — there¬ 
with  let  us  build  anew  our  Mayflower,  make  Plymouth  our 
Delft-haven,  launch  again  upon  the  sea,  sailing  to  Green¬ 
land  or  to  Africa,  by  prayer  to  lay  other  deep  foundations, 
and  in  tbo  wilderness  to  build  up  the  glorious  liberty  of 
tho  sons  of  God. 

But  wo  shall  not  tell  in  vain.  Slavery  is  nothing.  It 
exists  only  by  a  whim.  Theocracy  is  nothing.  Monarchy 
is  nothing,  Aristocracy  nothing.  America  has  no  “  Pope,” 
no  il  King,"  no  f<  Noble ; "  a  breath  unmakes  them  jm-j  a 
breath  onco  made.  Slavery  ia  no  more  if  wo  my  it;  tbo 
m  or  a  ter  dies.  In  one  day  the  North  could  annihilate  all 
the  slavery  which  depends  on  the  Federal  Government — 
abolish  it  on  tho  Federal  soil,  tbo  capital,  and  the  territories ; 
abolish  tho  American  slave-trade,  declare  it  piracy,  or  other 
felony.  That  would  be  only  common  legislation.  -The 
10  * 
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next  day  wo  could  abolish  it  in  the  slave  States.  That 
would  be  revolution. 

America  has  one  great  enemy — slavery,  our  deadliest  foo. 
Do  you  believe  it  xs  always  to  last  ?  I  tell  you  no  I  0 
young  America  1  aro  you  euro  there  is  no  law  higher  than 
love  of  money  and  powor  ?  snre  there  is  no  justice  ?  no 
God  ?  Quito  sure  of  that  ?•  Men  have  sometimes  been  mis¬ 
taken  who  reckoned  without  that  Host. 

Political  economy  is  against  slavery ;  it  is  a  poor  tool  to 
work  with.  Compare  Konfcucky  and  Okie,  Virginia  with 
Pennsylvania  and  New  York  I  Do  you  believo  mat  shifty 
Americans  will  always  use  the  poor,  rudo  instrument  of 
the  savage  ?  They  love  riches  too  well.  How  weajc 
slavery  makes  a  nation  1  In  time  of  war  how  easy  it  would 
bo  for  the  enemy  to  raise  up  the  386,000  slaves  of  South 
Carolina  against  the  283,000  whites  i  Where  would  then 
bo  tho  “  chivalry  ”  of  that  medimvol  State  ? 

Slavenr  hinders  tho  education  and  the  industry  of  tho 
people;  it  is  fatal  to  their  piety.  Think  of  a  religious 
kidnapper !  a  Christian  slave-breeder  1  a  slave-trader  loving 
hia  neighbour  as  himself,  receiving  tho  "  sacraments*' 
in  some  Protestant  church  from  tho  hand  of  a  Christian 
apostle,  then  tho  next  day  selling  babies  by  tho  do«en,  and 
tearing  young  women  from  tho  arms  of  their  husbands,  to 
feed  the  lust  of  lecherous  New  Orleans!  Imagine  a  re¬ 
ligious  man  selling  his  own  children  into  eternal  bondage ! 
Think  of  a  Christian  defending  slavery  out  of  tho  Bible, 
and  declaring  thero  is  no  higher  law,  but  Atheism  is  tho 
first  principle  of  Republican  government ! 

“  Slaver}'  is  the  sum  of  all  villanies what  can  save  it  ? 
Things  refuse  to  bo  mismanaged  for  ever.  All  the  world 
is  against  us.  It  is  only  in  America  that  slave-trading, 
slave-breeding  is  thought  Christian  and  Democratic.  Mr 
Slatter,  who  had  become  rich  by  trading  in  tho  souls  of 
naeu,  and  famous  for  preserving  tho  Union,  in  his  slave- 
pon  at  tho  capital  of  tho  Christian  Republic,  onco  enter¬ 
tained  tho  President  of  the  United  States  at  his  costly 
house  in  Baltimore -I  forgot  whether  it  was  Southern 
Mr  Polk,  or  Northern  Mr  Fillmore;  slavery  has  thrown 
down  the  partition-wall  between  Whig  and  Democrat. 
What  European  despot  would  have  eaten  salt  with  a  man 
whoso  business  was  to  soil  misery  by  the  wholesale,  and  to 
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retail  the  agony  of  women  ?  Even  the  mediaeval  Pope, 
the  slave  of  stronger  despots,  who  appropriately  sends  ns 
his  rod-handed  Bodini,  to  be  landed  by  aspirants  foi  the 
Presidency — would  shrink  from  this.  No  Russian  despot 
has  his  sons  as  slaves  to  wait  on  him  at  table.  You  mast 
come  to  America  to  find  a  Cossack  President  who  could 
boost  that  honourl  Do  you  believe  this  wickedness  is 
always  to  continue  ?  Can  the  Anglo-Saxon  beeomo  Span¬ 
ish  ?  Now  England  like  Bolivia,  Peru,  Laguira,  Mexico  ? 
Tho  wheels  of  time  turn  not  back.  We  cannot  break  the 
continuity  of  human  history.  See  how  mankind  marches 
towards  freedom,  each  step  a  revolution.  Sec  what  has 
been  done  in  four  hundred  years,  for  the  freedom  of  man 
in  Italy,  Prance,  Germany,  Switaerknd,  Holland,  or  oven 
in  Spain  !  Lay  down  your  oar  to  the  great  deep  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  hearken  to  the  ground-swell  which  goes  cn 
therein.  That  roar  of  mighty  waters,  doe®  it  whisper 
security  to  tho  tyrant  ?  The  next  four  hundred  years 
what  shall  it  do  Against  Theocracy,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy, 
Despotocracy  ? 

See  what  tho  Anglo-Saxon  in  Europe  has  dene  for  free¬ 
dom  since  tho  first  dames  1  Compare  the  England  of  1854 
with  the  England  of  160*1.  WLat  a  growth  of  liberal  in¬ 
stitutions  ;  of  freedom  in  the  people !  England  loving 
liborty,  loring  law,  goes  on  still  building  up  the  Cyclopean 
walla  of  humanity,  the  bulwark  of  freedom  for  mankind. 
Sec  what  the  same  Anglo-Saxon  has  done  in  America. 
Compare  the  colonies  of  1754  with  tho  States  of  1864. 
What  a  progress !  Are  we  to  stop  hero  ? 

See  what  Massachusetts  has  done.  Slavery  was  always 
a  contradiction  in  tho  consciousness  of  Now  England.  So 
in  1641,  Massachusetts  enacted  that  u  there  shall  nover  be 
any  bond-slavery,  vill&nage,  or  captivity  l  .  jgst  us,  tsn- 
losa  it  be  lawful  captives  taken  in  just  wars,”  Ac.  In 
1646,  the  colony  bore  "  witness  against  tho  heinous  and 
crying  sin  of  man-atealing,”  and  restored  to  Guinea  some 
captives  wickedly  taken  thence.  But  yot  slavery  existed, 
and  cruel  laws  afflicted  it®  victims.  Listen  to  tho  follow¬ 
ing.  In  1636,  "  it  is  ordered  that  no  servant  shall  be  set 
free — until  ho  have  eer rod  out  tho  time  covenanted that 
(t  when  any  servants  shall  run  away  from  thei”  masters  .  . 
.  .  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  next  magistrate,  or  tho  con  * 
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stable  and  two  of  the  chief  inhabitants  where  no  magistrate 
is,  to  press  men  and  boats  or  pinnaces  at  the  public  charge, 
to  pursue  such  persons  by  sea  or  land,  and  bring  them 
back  by  force  of  anus.”  In  1703,  a  law  forbade  negro, 
mulatto,  or  Indian  servants  or  slaves  “  to  be  found  abroad 
in  the  night  time  after  nine  ©’clock.”  They  were  “  to  bo 
openly  whipped  by  the  constable.”  If  a  negro  or  mulatto 
should  strike  any  person  of  the  English, — ho  was  to  .  be 
“  severely  whipped  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices.”  In 
1 705,  a  duty  of  four  pounds  was  levied  on  each  slave  im¬ 
ported,  and  a  drawback  allowed  in  caso  ho  was  “  exported 
within  the  space  of  twelve  months.”  Marriage  between 
white  and  black  was  illegal ;  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  punished 
the  officer  who  joined  the  parties.  It  is  not  a  hundred 
years  since  slaves  were  sold  in  Massachusetts ;  children 
were  torn  from  their  parents ;  the  charms  of  young  women 
wore  advertised  in  the  public  print.  In  loss  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  years,  two  slaves  were  burned  alive  on  Boston  Neck 
for  poisoning  their  master.  Now  Massachusetts  has  torn 
these  wicked  laws  from  her  Statute-book.  It  is  only  Bos¬ 
ton  which  turns  a  black  boy  out  cf  her  public  school.  Do 
you  think  the  Northern  men  love  slavery,  the  people  love 
it  ?  In  all  the  parties  there  ar*  noble  men  who  hate  Ame¬ 
rican  slavery.  They  know  it  is  a  wicked  thing  ;  they  de¬ 
spise  their  politicians  who  seek  to  perpetuate  it,  and  lot  the 
the  purchased  priests  who  justify  the  iniquity  in  the  name 
of  God  {  .Each  of  tho  nine  sacrifices  to  slavery  has  been 
unpopular  at  the  North.  Only  the  politicians  approved 
them.  Tho  Constitution  was  adopted  with  difficulty.  New 
England  hated  its  inaugurat:^  of  slavery  as  a  power  in 
the  Republic.  Tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  of  1 793 — why,  oven 
Washington  did  not  venture  to  pursue  his  slflve  by  its  au¬ 
thority  and  seize  her.  She  was  safe  even  in  the  native 
State  of  Webster  and  of  Pierce!  The  Mexican  war  was 
unpopular.  It  was  not  "with  alacrity”  that  tho  North 
obeyed  the  wicked  act  of  1850.  Boston  saw  he-  saddest 
day  when  she  kidnapped  Thomas  Sims.  It  could  not  bo 
done  but  with  chains  round  the  Court  House,  judges  crawl¬ 
ing  under,  and  a  regiment  of  flunkeys  billeted  in  Faneuil 
Hall.  If  the  question  of  the  enslavement  of  Nebraska 
were  this  day  put  to  the  vote  of  tho  people,  in  nineteen 
twentieths  of  all  tho  towns  of  the  North,  nineteen  twentieths 
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of  the  voters  would  say  No.  The  people  ore  right, 
though,  alas,  not  very  earnest,  Thoro  are  a  few  politicians, 
also,  who  hate  slavery.  There  are  noble  ministers  of  all 
sects  eavo  the  Catholic,  true  to  their  high  calling,  honour¬ 
ing  the  great  Philanthropist  thoy  worship,  who  hate  Ame¬ 
rican  slavery,  and  preach  against  it  in  spite  of  the.  Pharisee, 
the  Sadducoe,  and  the  hypocrite,  who  thereupon  tighten 
against  the  minister  the  strings  of  the  parish  purse.  I 
have  no  words  to  tell  how  much  I  honour  such  •men  !  True 
ministers  of  Christ,  thoy  put  the  churches  of  commerce 
to  continual  shame.  I  never  knew  of  a  Catholic  priest 
who  favoured  freedom  in  America ;  a  slave  himself,  the 
mcdisBval  theocracy  eats  the  heart  out  from  the  celibate 
monk ! 

Slavery  is  one  great  enemy  of  America,  but  there  is  one 
other  foe — corrupt  politicians  fi  Hi  blistering  for  the  Pre¬ 
sidency,  defending  slavery  out  of  the  New  Testament,  vo¬ 
lunteering  to  shoulder  their  musket  and  shoot  down  men 
claiming  their  unalienable  rights;  politicians  who  deny 
God’s  higher  law,  who  call  upon  us  to  conquer  our  preju¬ 
dices  against  wickedness,  inaugurating  Atheism  as  the  first 
principle  of  government.  In  1788,  they  put  slavery  into 
the  Constitution ;  in  1850,  they  enacted  iniquity  into  law  ; 
and  in  1854,  they  arc  about  their  old  work  "saving  the 
Union.”  Shall  such  men  always  prevail  ?  the  rued; aval 
Catholic  against  the  froo  minister  of  pioty !  tho  corrupt 
politician  filibustering;  for  office  against  the  people — the 
American  idea  in  their  heads,  and  humanity  in  their  hearts ! 
Even  the  Catholic  shall  learn. 

Slavery  must  die.  See  how  monarchy  withdrew  in  front 
of  White  Hall  in  1648  1  How  slavery  disappeared  from 
St  Domingo  in  1790 !  Shall  American  slavery  end  after 
that  sort,  or  as  it  ended  in  New  England ;  as  Old  England 
put  it  down  in  Jamaica  ?  Down  it  must,  God  does  not 
forget.  His  justice  is  wrought  into  the  world’s  great 
heart.  See  what  changes  perplex  the  monarch s  of  the 
world — with  what  strides  mankind  goes  forward  1  The 
fourth  tyrant  must  follow  to  the  same  tomb  with  the  rest. 
It  is  for  you  and  mo  to  slay  him  ! 

Half  a  million  immigrants  annually  find  a  shelter  on 
our  shores.  "Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its 
way.”  Ay,  it  will  come  eastward — and  Asia  already  be- 
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E’ns  to  soncl  us  her  children.  What  a  noble  destination  is 
Tore  us  if  wo  are  but  faithful.  Shall  politicians  corns 
between  tho  people  and  the  eternal  right — between  Ame¬ 
rica  and  her  history  1  When  you  remember  what  our 
fathers  have  done ;  what  wo  have  done — substituted  a  now 
industrial  for  a  military  state,  tho  self-rule  of  this  hay  for 
the  vicarious  government  of  the  middle  ages ;  when  you 
remember  what  a  momentum  tho  human  race  has  got.  dur¬ 
ing  its  long  ran — it  is  plain  that  slavery  is  on  the  vay  to 
end. 

As  soon  as  the  North  awakes  to  its  ideas,  and  uses  its 
vast  'strength  of  money,  its  vast  strength  of  numbers.,  and 
still  more  gigantic  stiength  of  educated  intellect,  wo  shall 
tread  this  monster  underneath  our  foot.  Seo  how  Spain 
has  fallen — how  poor  and  miserable  is  Spanish  America. 
She  stands  there  a  perpetual  warning  to  us.  One  day  the 
North  will  rise  in  her  majesty,  and  pnt  slavery  under  our 
feet,  and  then  wo  shall  extend  tho  area  of  freedom.  The 
blessing  of  Almighty  God  will  oorao  down  upon  tho  noblest 
people  tho  world  ever  saw — who  havo  triumphed  over 
Theocracy,  Monarchy,  Aristocracy,  Despotocracy,  and 
havo  got  a  Democracy — a  government  of  all,  for  all,  and 
by  all — a  Church  without  &  bishop,  a  State  without  a  king, 
a  community  without  u  lord,  and  a  family  without  a  slave. 
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CONDITION  OF  AMERICA, 


THE  NEW"  YORK  CITY  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 
AT  ITS  FIRST  ANNIVERSARY, 

II K LI)  AT  Tim  B&QAPWAT  TAIUIUNACW:,  MAY  12,  18*4. 


Ladies  and  Grntmsmhn  : — I  shall  ask  jour  attention,  this 
evening,  to  some  few  thoughts  on  the  present  condition  of 
the  United  States  in  respect  to  slavery.  After  nil  that  has 
been  said  by  wise,  powerful,  and  eloquent  men  in  this  city, 
this  week,  perhaps  I  shall  have  scarce  anything  to  present 
that  ia  now. 

As  you  look  on  tho  general  aspect  of  America  to-day, 
its  main  features  are  not  less  than  sublime,  while  they  are 
likewise  beautiful  exceedingly.  Tho  i  *1  breadth  of  tho 
continent  is  oar.*,  from  soa  to  sea,  from  the  great  lakes  to 
the  great  gulf.  There  are  three  million  square  miles,  with 
every  variety  of  climate,  and  soil,  and  mineral;  great 
rivers,  a  static  force,  inclined  plane#  for  travel  reaching 
from  Now  Orleans  to  the  Falls  of  St  Anthony,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  St  Lawrence  to  Chicago ;  -smaller  rivers,  a 
dynamic  force,  turning  tho  many  thousand  mills  of  tho 
industrious  North.  Thorn  is  a  coast  most  richly  indented, 
to  aid  tho  spread  of  d vibration.  Tho  United  States  lias 
more  than  twelve  thousand  miles  of  shore  lino  on  tho  con¬ 
tinent;  more  than  nine  thousand  oil  its  islands;  more 
than  twenty-four  thousand  miles  of  river  navigation.  Here 
is  tho  material  groundwork  for  a  great  state — not  m  em¬ 
pire,  but  a  commonwealth.  Tho  world  has  not  such 
another. 
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There  arc  tvranty-four  millions  of  in  on  ;  fifteen  and  a 
half  millions  with  Anglo-Saxon  blood  in  their  veins — 
strong,  real  Anglo-Saxon  blood  ;  eight  millions  and  a  half 
more  of  other  families  and  races,  just  enough  to  temper 
the  Anglo-Saxon  blood,  to  furnish  a  new  composite  tribe, 
far  better,  I  trust,  than  tho  old.  What  a  human  basis  for 
a  state  to  bo  erected  on  this  material  groundwork  ! 

On  the  Eastern  slopes  of  tho  continent,  where  the  high 
lands  which  reach  from  the  Katahdin  mountains  in  Maine 
to  tho  end  of  the  Appalachians  in  Georgia — on  the  Atlantic 
slopes,  whore  the  land  pitches  dewn  to  tho  sea  from  tho 
48th  to  the  28th  parallel,  there  are  fifteen  States,  a  million 
square  mile®,  communicating  with  the  ocean.  In  tho 
South,  rivers  boar  to  tho  sea  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  the 
products  of  half-tropic  agriculture ;  in  tho  North,  smaller 
streams  toil  nil  day,  and  sometimes  nil  night,  working 
wood,  iron,  cotton,  and  wool  into  forms  of  use  and  beauty, 
while  iron  roads  carry  to  tho  sea  tho  productions  of  tem¬ 
perate  agriculture,  mining,  and  manufactures. 

On  the  Western  slope,  where  the  rivers  flow  down  to 
tho  Pacific  Ocean  from  the  49th  to  tho  32nd  parallel,  is  a 
great  country,  almost  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles 
in  extent.  There,  too,  tho  Anglo-Saxon  has  gone  ;  in  the 
South,  tho  gold-hunter  gathers  the  precious  medals,  whilo 
the  fanner,  the  miner,  and  tho  woodman  collect  far  more 
precious  products  in  tho  North. 

In  tho  Great  Basin  between  the  Cordilleras  of  tho  West 
and  the  Alleghenies,  where  tho  Mississippi  drains  half  the 
continent  to  the  Mediterranean  of  tho  New  World,  there 
also  the  Anglo-Saxon  has  occupied  the  ground — twelve 
hundred  thousand  square  miles  ;  in  tho  South  to  rear 
cotton,  rice,  and  sugar;  in  the  North  to  raise  cattle  and 
cereal  grasses,  for  beast  and  for  man. 

What  a  spectacle  it  is  1  A  nation  not  eighty  years  old, 
still  in  its  cradle,  and  yet  grown  w  great.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  there  was  not  an  Anglo-Saxon  on  all 
this  continent.  Now  there  is  an  Anglo-Saxon  common¬ 
wealth  twenty-four  millions  strong.  Rich  as  it  is  in 
numbers,  there  are  not  yet  eight  men  to  the  square  mile. 

All  this  is  a  Republic ;  it  is  a  Democracy.  There  is  no 
born  priest  to  stand  betwixt  the  nation  and  its  God  ;  no 
Pope  to  entail  hia  "nephews"  on  the  Church;  no  bishop 
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elr>i ming  divine  right  to  rule  over  the  people  and  stand 
betwixt  them  and  the  Infinite.  There  is  no  king,  no  born 
king,  to  ride  on  the  nation’s  neck,  There  are  noble-men, 
but  none  noble-born  to  usurp  the  land,  to  monopolize  the 
government  and  keep  the  community  from  the  bosom  of 
the  earth.  The  people  is  priest  and  makes  its  own  religion 
out  of  God’s  revelation  in  man’s  nature  and  history.  The 
people  is  its  ora  king  to  rale  itself ;  its  own  noble  to  occupy 
the  earth.  The  people  make  the  laws  and  choose  their 
own  magistrates.  Industry  is  free ;  travel  is  free ;  religion 
is  free;  speech  is  free;  there  arc  no  shackles  on  the  press. 
The  nation  rests  on  industry,  not  on  war.  It  is  formed 
of  agriculturists,  traders,  sailors,  miner# — not  a  nation  of 
soldiers.  The  array  numbers  ten  thousand — r  .ic  soldier 
for  every  twenty-four  thousand  men.  The  people  are  at 
peace ;  no  nation  iuv&doa  us.  The  government  is  firmly 
fixed  and  popular.  A  nation  loving  liberty,  loves  like¬ 
wise  law ;  and  when  it  sets  a  plant  of  liberty,  it  fence® 
it  all  round  with  law  as  high  up  m  the  hands  can  roach. 
Wo  annually  welcome  four  hundred  thousand  immigrant® 
who  fie©  from  the  despotism  of  the  Old  World. 

Tho  country  ia  rich — after  England,  the  richest  on  earth 
in  cultivated  lands,  roads,  houses,  mills.  Four  million 
tons  of  shipping  sail  under  the  American  flag.  This  year 
wo  shall  build  half  a  million  tons  morn,  which,  at  forty 
dollars  a  ton,  is  worth  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  That  is 
tho  ship  crop.  Then,  the  corn  crop  is  seven  hundred 
millions  of  bushels  of  Indian  corn.  What  a  harvest  of 
coal,  copper,  iron,  lead,  of  wheat,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  is 
produced  1 

Over  all  and  above  all  theve  Aero  rise#  tho  great  Ameri¬ 
can  political  idea,  a  gelf-crrident  truth  ” — which  cannot  be 
proved — it  needs  no  proof ;  it  is  anterior  to  demonstration  ; 
namely,  that  o very  man  ia  endowed  by  hi®  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  righto,  and  in  these  righto  all  men  are 
equal ;  and  en  those  tho  government  is  to  rest,  deriving 
its  solo  sanction  from  the  govomed’s  consent. 

Higher  yet  above  this  material  groundwork,  this  human 
foundation,  this  accumulation  of  numbers,  of  riches,  of  in¬ 
dustry’ — as  tho  cross  on  tiro  top  of  a  tall,  wide  dome,  whoso 
lantern  is  tho  groat  American  political  idea*— as  the  cross 
that  surmount®  it  fried  the  American  religious  .idea— one 
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God;  Christianity  th$  true  religion;  and  t^-»o  worship  of 
God  by  love ;  inwardly  it  is  piety,  love  to  God, — outwardly 
lore  to  nmn — morality,  benevolence,  philanthropy. 

What  a  spectacle  to  the  oy&n  of  the  Scandinavian,  the 
German,  the  Dutchman,  the  Irishman,  34  they  view  America 
from  afar  1  What  &  contrast  it  acorns  to  Europe.  There 
liberty  is  ideal ;  it.  is  a  dream  ;  here  it  is  organic,  an  insti¬ 
tution  ;  one  of  the  establishments  of  the  land. 

That,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  is  the  aspect  which  America  • 
presents  to  the  opprcfeed  victims  of  European  despotism 
m  Church  and  in  State,  Far  off  on  the  other  aide  of  tho 
Atlantic,  among  tho  Apennines,  on  the  plains  of  Germany 
and  in  tho  Bckvoni&a  lands,  I  have  met  men  to  whom 
America  seemed  as  this  fair-proportioned  edifice  that  I 
have  thus  sketched  out  before  your  eyes.  But  when  they 
como  nearer,  behold,  half  the  land  is  black  with  slavery. 
In  1850,  oat  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  forty  hundred 
thousand  Americans,  thirty-two  hundred  thousand  woro 
slaves — morn  than  an  eighth  of  the  population  counted  as 
cattle ;  not*  as  citizens  at  all.  They  are  only  human  ma¬ 
terial,  not  yet  wrought  into  citizens : — nay,  not  counted 
human.  They  are  cattle,  property  ;  not  counted  men,  but 
animals  and  no  more.  Manhood  must  not  be  extended  to 
them.  Listen  while  I  read  to  you  from  a  Southern  print. 
It  was  recommended  by  the  Governor  of  Alabama  that  tb© 
Legislature  should  pass  a  law  prohibiting  the  separation  of 
families;  whereupon  tho  JRtchmond  inquirer  discourses 
thus :  "  This  recommendation  strikes  us  as  being  most  un¬ 
wise  and  impolitic.  If  slaves  are  property,  then  should 
they  bo  at  tho  absolute  disposal  of  the  master,  or  be  sub¬ 
ject  only  to  such  legal  provisions  as  are  designed  for  tho 
protection  of  life  or  limb.  If  tho  relation  of  master  and 
slave  bo  infringed  for  one  purpose,  it  would  be  diffieidi  to 
fix  any  limit  to  the  encroachment.”  They  arc  property,  no 
more,  and  must  bo  treated  as  such,  and  not  as  men. 

Slavery  is  on  the  Atlantic  elopes  of  tho  continent.  There 
are  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  slaves  between  tho 
Alleghany  range  and  the  Atlantic  coast  Slavery  is  in  the 
central  basin.  There  are  a  million  and  a  half  of  slaves  on 
tho  land  drained  by  the  Mississippi.  Spite  of  law  sad  con¬ 
stitution,  slavery  has  gone  to  the  Pacific  elopes,  travelling 
with  tho  gold-hunter  into  California.  The  State  whoso 
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capital  county  "  in  throe  years  committed  over  fwd^ro  Knit, 
dred  murders  ”  /lag  very  a pp r  o p Hate] y  1  e gdi zed  slavery 
for  a  limited  time.  I  suppouo  it  is  only  preliminary  to 
legalizing  it  for  a  timo  limited  only  by  tho  Eternal  God. 
In  tho  very  capital  of  tho  Christian  Democracy  there  are 
four  thousand  purchased  men.  In  tho  Senate-house,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  Mississippi  Senator  belched  ont  his  impreca¬ 
tions  against  that  one  Now  Hampshire  Senator  who  has 
never  yet  been  found  false  to  humanity.  Mr  Foote  was  a 
freeman,  a  citizen,  and  a  u  Democrat ;  ”  and  while,  in  tho 
halls  of  Congress,  ho  was  threatening  to  hang  John  P. 
Halo  on  tho  tallest  pino  tree  in  Mississippi,  there  tolled  in 
a  stable,  who*e  loft  he  slept  in  by  night,  one  of  that 
Senator' a  own  brothers.  The  son  of  Mr  Foote's  father  was 
a  slave  in  tho  capital  of  tho  United  States,  while  his  half- 
brother — by  tho  father’s  side — threatened  to  hang  on  tho 
tallest  pino  in  Mississippi  the  only  Senator  that  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  sent  to  Washington  who  dared  bo  true  to  truth  and 
free  for  freedom. 

But  a  few  years  ago,  Mr  Hope  H.  S hitter  had  his  negro 
market  in  tho  capital  of  tho  United  States ;  ono  of  tho 
greatest  slave-dealers  in  America.  Ho  was  a  member  also, 
it  is  said,  of  a  “  Christian  church.”  Tho  slave-pen  is  a 
singular  institution  for  a  democratic  metropolis,  and  the 
slave-trader  a  peculiar  ornament  for  the  Christian  church 
in  tho  capital  of  a  democracy.  He  grow  rich,  went  to  Bal¬ 
timore,  had  a  line  house,  and  once  entertained  a  "  President 
of  tho  United  States”  in  ha  mansion.  Tho  slave-trader 
and  tho  democratic  President  met  together — U latter  and 
Polk  !  lit  guest  and  fitting  host ! 

In  all  tho  three  million  square  miles  of  American  land 
there  is  no  inch  of  free  soil,  from  tho  St  John's  to  tho  Hio 
Gila,  from  Madawasca  to  Ban  Diego.  Tho  star-spangled 
banner  floats  from  Vancouver's  Island  by  No-otka  Sound 
to  Key  West  on  the  South  of  Florida,  and  all  tho  way  tho 
flag  of  our  Union  is  tho  standard  of  slavery.  In  all  the  soil 
that  our  fathers  fought  to  make  free  from  English  tyranny, 
there  is  not  an  inch  where  tho  black  man'  is  free,  save  tho 
five  thousand  miles  which  Daniel  Webster  surrendered  to 
Lord  Ashburton  by  the  treaty  of  1842.  The  symbol  of 
the  Union  is  a  fetter.  The  President  should  bo  sworn  on 
the  auction-block  of  a  slave- trader.  The  New  Hampshire 
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President,  ire  his:  InaTjgural,  declared  publicly  bis  allegiance 
to  the  slave  power — not  to  the  power  of  Northern  mechanics, 
free  farmers,  free  manufacturers,  freemen ;  but  allegiance 
to  the  slave  power  ;  ho  swears  special  protection  to  no  pro¬ 
perty  but  “  property  ”  in  slaves; ;  specific  allegiance  to  no 
law  but  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill ;  devotion  to  no  right  but 
the  slaveholders  “  right ”  to  his  property  ia  man. 

The  supremo  court  of  the  United  States  is  a  slnvacourt; 
a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Represents-, 
rives  the  same.  It  has  been  so  this  forty  years.  The 
majority  of  tho  House  of  Representatives  are  obedient  to 
the  loros  of  the  lash ;  a  majority  of  Northern  politicians, 
especially  of  that  denomination  which  13  called  (<  dough¬ 
faces,”  are  only  overseers  for  the  owner  of  tho  slave.  Mr 
Touglas  is  a  great  overseer;  Mr  Everett  is  a  little 
overseer. 

The  nation  offers  a  homestead  out  of  its  public  land ;  it 
is  only  to  the  white  man.  What  would  you  say  if  tho 
Emperor  of  Russia  offered  land  only  to  nobles ;  the  Pope 
only  to  priests ;  Queen  Victoria  only  to  lords  ?  Each  male 
settler  in  Utah,  it  Booms,  is  to  have  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land,  if  ho  is  not  married,  and  a  hundred 
and  sixty  more,  I  believe,  according  to  ono  proposition, 
for  every  wife  that  ho  has  got.  But  if  ho  have  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  tho  only  children  that  Madison  left  behind  him, 
he  can  have  no  land  at  all. 

Even  a  Boston  school-house  is  shut  against  tho  black 
man’s  children.  Tho  arm  of  tho  city  government  slams 
tho  door  in  every  coloured  boy’s  face.  Hia  father  helps 
pay  for  tho  public  school ;  tho  son  and  daughter  must  not 
come  in. 

In  tho  slave  States,  it  is  a  crime  to  teach  the  slave  to 
read  and  write.  Out  of  four  millions  of  children  of  Amorica 
at  school  in  1850,  there  were  twenty -six  thousand  that  were 
coloured.  There  were  more  than  four  hundred  thousand 
free  coloured  persons,  and  there  were  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen  thousand  thereof  under  tho  agt  of  twenty; 
of  these,  there  were  at  school  only  twonty-mx  thousand — 
one  child  in  nine  !  Out  of  three  and  a  quarter  millions  of 
slaves,  there  was  not  one  at  school.  It  is  f»  crime  by  the 
statute  in  every  slave  State  to  teach  a  slavo  to  spell <(  God.” 
Ho  may  bo  a  Christian  he  must  not  write  “  Christ.”  He 
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must  worship  the  Bible ;  lie  must  not  read  it*  I  It  is  a  crime 
oven  in  a  Sunday  school  to  teach  a  child  the  great  letters 
which  spell  out  "  Holy  Bible.”  I  knew  a  minister,  ho  was 
a  Connecticut  man,  too,  who  went  off  from  Now  Orleans 
because  he  did  not  dare  to  stay ;  and  he  did  not  dare  to 
stay  because  he  tried  to  teach  the  slave  to  read  in  lug  Sun¬ 
day  school.  He  wont  back  to  Connecticu  t,  whence  ho  will, 
perhaps,  go  as  a  missionary  to  China  or  Turkey,  and  find 
none  to  hinder  his  Christian  work. 

At  the  North,  the  black  man  is  shut  out  of  the  meeting- 
house.  In  heavon,  according  to  the  theology  of  America, 
ho  may  sit  down  with  the  just  made  perfect,  his  sins 
washed  white  “  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ; ”  but  when  he 
comes  to  a  certain  Baptist  church  in  Boston,  bo  cannot  own 
a  pew.  And  there  are  fow  churches  where  ho  can  si£  in 
a  pow.  The  rich  and  tho  poor  arc  there  ;  the  one  Lord  h 
the  Maker  of  them  all ;  but  the  church  thinks  He  did  not 
make  the  black  as  well  os  the  white.  Nay ;  he  is  turned 
out  of  tho  omnibus,  out*  of  tho  burial-ground.  There  is  a 
burial-ground  in  tins  State,  and  in  the  deed  which  conveys 
the  land  it  is  stipulated  that  u  no  coloured  person  o?  con- 
vict  ”  can  ever  bo  buried  there.  He  is  turned  onfc  of  the 
graveyard,  whore  tho  great  mother  of  our  bodies  gathers 
our  dust  when  tho  sods  of  the  valley  are  sweet  to  the  soul. 
Nowhere  but  in  the  jail  and  on  the  gallows  lias  the  black 
man  equal  rights  with  the  white  in  our  American  legis¬ 
lation  ! 

Tho  American  Press — it  is  generally  the  foe  of  tho  slave, 
tho  advocate  of  bondage. 

In  Virginia,  it  is  felony  to  deny  tho  master's  right  to  own 
his  slave:  .  There  is  an  old  law  re-enacted  in  the  revision 
of  the  Virginia  statutes,  which  inflicts  a  punishment  of  not 
more  than  one  year’s  confinement  on  any  one  guilty  of  that 
offence.  Ic  was  proposed  in  tho  Virginia  Legislature,  last 
winter,  that  if  a  man  had  conscientious  objections  to  hold¬ 
ing  alavec,  he  should  not  bo  allowed  to  sit  on  any  jurj 
where  the  matter  of  a  man’s  freedom  was  in  question.  Nor 
is  that  all.  There  is  &  law  in  Virginia,  it  is  said,  that  when 
a  man  ha?,  throe  quarters  white  blood  in  his  veins,  ho  may 
recover  his  freedom  in  virtue  of  that  fact.  Ic  is  w'oll  known 
that  at  least  half  the  slaves  in  Virginia  are  half  white  and 
one  quarter  of  them  three  quarters  white.  Accordingly, 
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it  was  proposed  in  one  of  their  newspapers  that  this  old 
law  should  be  repealed,  and  another  substituted  providing 
that  no  ir mi  should  recover  his  freedom  in  consequence  of 
his  complexion,  unless  he  had  more  than  nine  tenths  white 
blood  in  his  veins. 

The  slave  has  no  rights ;  the  ideas  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  are  repudiated ;  he  is  not  “  endowed  by  his 
Creator  "  with  u  certain  unalienable  rights  "  to  “  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness/' 

listen  to  what  a  Southern  editor  says.  I  am  quoting 
now  from  one  of  the  most  powerful  Southern  journals, 
printed  at  the  capital  of  Virginia,  the  Richmond  Examiner, 
and  tho  words  which  I  read  were  written  by  the  American 
Charge  d' Affairs  at  Turin.  He  says :  “  The  foundation  and 
right  of  negro  slavery  is  in  its  utility  and  tho  fitness  of 
things ;  it  is  tho  same  right  by  which  we  hold  property  in 
domestic  animals/'  Tho  negro  is  “  the  connecting  link  be¬ 
tween  the  human  and  brute  creation."  “  The  negro  is  not 
tho  whits  man.  Not  with  more  safety  do  we  assert  that  a 
horse  is  not  a  hog.  Hay  is  good  for  horses — but  not  for 
bogs ;  liberty  is  good  for  white  mon,  but  not  for  negroes/’ 
“  A  law  rendering  perpetual  the  relation  between  a  negro 
and  his  master  is  no  wrong,  but  a  right." 

Then  in  reply  to  some  writer  in  the  Tribune,  who  had 
asked,  ”  Have  they  no  souls,"  ho  says,  "  They  may  have 
souls,  for  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary ;  so  may  horses 
and  hogs."  Them,  when  somebody  quotes  tho  Bible  in 
behalf  cf  the  rights  of  men,  he  answers :  “  Tho  Bible  has 
been  vouchsafed  to  mankind  for  tho  purpose  of  keeping  us 
oat  of  hell-fire  and  getting  us  into  heaven  by  the  mysteries 
of  faith  and  tho  inner  life ;  not  to  teach  us  government, 
political  economy,"  Ac. 

The  American  Church  repudiates  the  Christian  religion 
when  it  cornea  to  speak  about  the  African.  It  does  not 
apply  the  golden  rale  to  the  slave.  Tho  “  servants  ”  of 
the  New  Testament,  in  tho  Greek  language,  were  u  slaves," 
and  the  American  Church  commands  them  to  be  obedient 
to  their  masters.  There  must  be.no  marriage — the  affec¬ 
tions!  and  passional  union  of  one  man  and  ono  woman  for 
life — only  transient  concubinage.  Marriage  is  inconsist¬ 
ent  with  slavery,  and  the  slave  wedlock  in  the  American 
Church  is  not  a  sacrament.  "Manifest  destiny "  is  tho 
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err  of  politicians,  and  that  demands  slavery  :  u  The  ’will  of 
God  ”  is  the  cry  of  the  priests,  and  it  demands  the  same 
thing.  I  am  not  speaking  of  ministers  of  Christianity  ;  they 
ore  a  very  different  sort  of  men,  and  preach  a  very  different 
creed  from  that— only  of  the  ministers  in  the  churches  of 
commerce.  According  to  tho  popular  theology  of  all  Christ¬ 
endom,  Jesns  Christ  canw  on  earth  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  is  lost.  The  Good  Physician  does  not  go  among 
tho  whole,  but  among  the  sick.  If  ho  were  to  oomo  here 
to  aeok  to  relieve  the  slave,  tho  leading  men  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  denominations  would  tell  him  ho  camp  before  he  waa 
called  ;  he  ran  before  he  was  sent ;  that  it  was  no  mission 
from  God  to  break  a  single  American  fetter,  nor  to  lot  the 
oppressed  go  free.  Is  not  the  "  Constitution  ”  above 
“  Conscience,”  and  tho  Fugitive  Slave  Bill  more  holy  than 
tho  Biblo;  tho  commissioner  of  more  authority  than  Christ  ? 

“  Oh,  Faith  of  Christians,  has!  them  wandered  there 
To  waft  ns  home  the  message  of  despair, 

Then  bind  the  palm  My  tefdt  brttc  to  nsit 
Of  bbuttd  leaf  end  deatA-dvUBwjf  fruit.” 

Such  is  tho  aspect  of  America  when  tho  immigrant  comes 
near  and  looks  tho  nation  in  tho  face.  What  a  spectacle 
that  is  to  put  along-side  of  tho  other  !  Europe  repudiates 
bondage— Scandinavia,  Holland,  France,  England.  Since 
Britain  emancipated  her  slaves,  the  present  Emperor  of 
Russia  has  set  free  over  seven  millions  of  slaves  that  be¬ 
longed  to  his  own  private  domain,  and  established  more 
than  four  thousand  schools,  free  for  those  seven  millions  of 
emancipated  slaves ;  and  did  ho  not  fear  an  outbreak  in  a 
country  where  "  revolution  is  endemic,”  ho  would  set  free 
the  other  live  and  thirty  millions  that  occupy  bis  soil  to-day. 
And  when  he  enlarges  his  territory,  he  never  extends  the 
area  of  bondage,  only  the  area  of  what  in  Russia  is 
freedom. 

What  a  spectacle  !  A  country  reaching  from  sea  to  sea, 
from  tho  Gulf  of  tropic  heat  to  Lake  Superior*®  artic  cold, 
and  not  an  inch  of  free  soil  all  tho  way  l  Throe  millions  of 
square  miles,  and  not  a  foot  whore  a  fugitive  from  slavery 
can  he  safe  1  A  Democracy,  and  every  eighth  man  bought 
and  sold  1 

It  is  the  richost  nation  in  tho  world,  after  England ;  yet, 
wo  ere  so  poor  that  overy  eighth  man  is  nnablo  to  say  that 
TOU.  T.  30 
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he  owns  the  smallest  finger  on  his  feeblest  hand.  Bo  poor 
are  we  amid  our  riches,  mat  every  eighth  woman  is  to  such 
an  extent  a  pauper  that  she  does  not  own  tho  baby  sho  has 
borne;  nor  even  the  baby  that  sho  bears.  Maternity  is 
put  up  at  public  vendue,  and  the  auctioneer  says,  "  So 
much  for  the  mother  and  *o  much  for  tho  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  of  another  life  that  is  to  be  bom  !  ” 

Amorica  calls  herself  '*  tho  beat-educated  nation  in  the 
world,”  and  yet,  in  fifteen  Democratic  States,  it  is  a  felony 
by  statute  to  teach  a  child  to  know  the  throe  letters  which 
spell  “  God.”  What  a  spectoclo  is  that ! 

Nor  is  this  all ;  but  abb  men,  well  educated  and  well 
endowed,  come  forward  to  teach  us  that  slavorv  is  not  only 
no  evil,  but  is  “  right  as  a  principle,”  and  is  u  divine  ” — is 
a  “  part  of  the  divino  revelation  ”  which  the  great  God 
miraculously  made  to  man.  What  a  spectacle ! 

Four  hundred  thousand  immigrants  come  hero  oponly 
every  year,  and  a  thousand  fugitives  flee  off  by  night, 
escaping  from  American  despotism.  They  go  by  tho 
Underground  Railroad,  shut  up  in  boxoa  smallor  than  a 
coffin,  or,  as  lately  happened,  riding  through  the  storms  of 
Ocean  in  the  foro-chains  of  a  packet-ship,  wet  by  every 
dash  of  tho  sea,  and  frozen  by  tho  winter’s  wind.  Far  off 
in  the  South  the  spirit  of  freedom  came  in  the  Northorn 
blast  to  the  poor  man,  and  said  to  him,  “  It  is  better  to 
enter  into  freedom  halt  and  maimed  rather  than,  having 
two  hands  and  two  foot,  to  continuo  in  bondage  for  over ;  ” 
and  ho  puts  himself  in  tho  fore-chains  of  a  packet-ship, 
and,  half  frozen,'  with  the  loss  of  two  of  his  limbs,  ho 
reaches  tho  North,  and  thanks  God  that  ho  has  still  one 
hand  end  one  foot  to  enter  into  freedom  with.  Alas,  ho  is 
calk'd  back,  halt  and  maimed,  to  dio  ;  then  he  goes  from 
bondage  to  that  other  Commonwealth,  where  even  the 
Amorican  slavo  is  free  from  his  master,  and  Democrats 
“  cease  from  troubling.” 

America  translates  the  Biblo — I  am  glad  of  it,  and  would 
give  my  mite  thereto — into  a  hui  dred  and  forty-seven 
different  tongues,  and  sends  missionaries  all  over  the 
world ;  and  hero  at  home  are  three  and  a  quarter  millions 
of  American  men  who  have  no  Bible,  whose  only  missionary 
is  the  overseer. 

In  tho  Hall  of  Independence,  Judge  Kane  and  Judge 
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Grier  hold  their  court.  Two  great  official  kidnappers  of  the 
middle  States  hold  their  slave-court  in  the  vary  building 
whore  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  decreed,  was 
signed,  and  thence  published  to  the  world.  What  a 
spectaclo  it  is !  Wo  thought,  a  littlo  while  ago,  that  Judge 
Jeffries  was  a  historical  ficticu ;  that  Scroggs  was  impossi¬ 
ble  ;  we  did  not  think  such  a  thing  could  exist,  Jeffries 
is  repeated  in  Philadelp)  a ;  Scroggs  is  brought  back  to 
life  in  New  York  and  Boston  and  various  Northern  towns. 
"What  a  spectacle  is  that  for  the  Swiss,  the  German,  and 
tho  Scandinavian  who  come  here  ! 

Do  these  immigrants  love  American  slavery  P  The 
German,  the  Swiss,  tho  Scandinavian  hate  it.  I  am  sorry 
t  say  there  is  one  class  of  men  that  come  hero  who  love  it ;  it 
?  tho  class  moat  of  all  sinned  against  at  home.  When  the 
Irishman  reaches  America,  he  takes  ground  against  tho 
African.  I  know  there  are  exceptions,  and  I  would  go  far 
to  honour  them ;  but  tho  Irish,  as  a  body,  oppose  the 
emancipation  of  the  blacks  as  a  body.  Every  sect  that 
comes  from  abroad  numbers  friends  of  freedom — except  the 
Catholic.  Those  who  call  themselves  infidels  from  Germany 
do  not  range  on  the  slaveholder's  side.  I  have  known 
somo  men  who  take  tho  ghastly  and  dreadful  name  of 
Atheist ;  but  they  said  “  there  is  a  law  higher  than  tho 
slaveholder's  statute."  But  do  you  know  a  Catholic 
prif»4  who  is  opposed  to  slavery  ?  I  wish  I  did.  There 
are  good  things  in  the  Catholic  faith — the  Protestants  have 
nov  wholly  outgrown  it  yet.  But  I  wish  I  could  hear  of  a 
single  Catholic  priest  of  any  eminence  who  over  cared  any¬ 
thing  for  the  freedom  of  the  moat  oppressed  men  in  America. 
I  have  heard  of  none. 

Look  a  little  closer.  The  great  interests  prised  most  in 
America  are  commerce  and  politics.  The  great  cities  are 
tho  head-quarters  of  these.  Agriculture  and  the  mechanic 
arts  are  spread  abroad  all  ovor  tho  country.  Commerce 
and  politics  predominate  in  the  cities.  New  York  is  the 
metropolis  of  commerce ;  Washington  of  politics. 

Yfhat  have  boon  the  views  of  American  commerce  in 
respect  to  freedom  t  It  has  been  against  it ;  I  am  sorry 
to  say  so.  In  Europe  commerce  is  the  ally  of  freedom,  and 
has  been  eo  far  back  that  the  memory  of  man  runs  not  to 
the  contrary.  In  America,  tho  great  commercial  centres. 
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ever  since  tho  Revolution,  have  been  hostile  to  freedom. 
In  Massachusetts  we  have  ft  few  rich  men  friendly  to 
freedom — thoy  are  very  few ;  the  greater  pari  of  even  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  capital  goes  towards  bondage — not  towards 
freedom.  In  general,  the  chief  men  of  commerce  are 
hostile  to  it.  They  want  first  money,  next  money,  and 
money  last  of  all ;  fairly  if  they  can  get  it — if  not,  unfairly. 
Heats'*,  the  commercial  cities  are  fcho  head- quart-ora  of 
slavery ; .  all  the  mercantile  capitals  execute  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Bill  —  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Buffalo, 
Cincinnati ;  only  small  towns  repudiate  man-stealing.  The 
Northern  capitalists  lend  money  and  take  slaves  as  colla¬ 
teral  ;  they  aro  good  security ;  you  can  realize  on  it  any 
day.  The  Northern  merchant  takes  slaves  into  his  ships 
as  merchandise.  It  pays  very  well.  If  you  take  them  on 
a  foreign  voyage,  it  is  “  piracy ; "  but  taken  coastwise,  the 
domestic  slave*  trade  is  a  legal  traffic.  In  1852,  a  ship 
called  the  “ Edward.  Everett"  mode  two  voyages  from 
Baltimore  to  New  Orleans,  and  each  time  it  carried  slaves, 
once  twelve,  and  one©  twenty. 

A  sea  captain  in  Massachusetts  told  a  story  to  the  com¬ 
missioners  sent  to  look  after  the  Indians,  which  I  will  repeat. 
Ho  commanded  a  small  brig,  which  plied  between  Carolina 
and  the  Gnif  States.  "  One  day,  at  Charleston/'  said  he, 
u  a  man  came  and  brought  to  me  an  old  negro  slave.  He 
was  very  old,  and  had  fought  in  the  Revolution,  and  had 
been  much  distinguished  for  bravery  and  other  soldierly 
qualities.  If  ho  had  not  been  a  negro,  he  would  have  be¬ 
come  a  captain 'at  least,  perhaps  a  colonel.  But,  in  his 
old  ago,  his  master  found  no  use  for  bin,  and  said  he  could 
not  afford  to  keep  him.  He  asked  mo  to  fake  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier  and  carry  him  South  and  sell  him.  I  carried 
him,"  said  the  man,  “  to  Mobile,  and  I  tried  to  get  a®  good 
and  kind  a  master  for  him  as  I  could,  for  I  didn't  like  to  sell 
a  man  who  had  fought  for  his  country.  I  sold  the  old  revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier  for  a  hundred  dollars  to  a  citizen  of  Mobile, 
who  raised  poultry,  and  he  set  him  to  tend  a  hen-coop." 
I  suppose  the  South  Carolina  master,  “  a  true  gentleman," 
drew  the  pension  till  the  soldier  died,  u  How  could  you 
do  such  a  thing  ? "  said  my  friend,  who  war  an  anti- 
slavery  man,  u  If  I  didn't  do  it,"  he  replied,  “  I  never 
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could  get  another  bale  of  cotton,  nor  a  box  of  sugar,  nor 
anything  to  carry  from  or  to  ray  Southern  port/' 

In  politics,  almost  ail  the  leading  men  have  been 
servants  of  slavery.  Three  (t  major  prophets  ”  of  the 
American  Republic  have  gone  home  to  render  their  account 
where  “  the  servant  is  free  from  his  master,  and  the  wicked 
cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest.”  Clay, 
Calhoun,  Webster;  they  were  ail  prophets  of  slavery,  all 
against  freedom.  No  men  of  high  political  standing  and 
influence  have  ever  lived  in  this  country  who  were  fallen 
so  low  is?-  the  mire  of  slavery  sa  they  during  the  last  twenty 
years.  No  political  footprints  have  sunk  so  deep  into  the 
soil — all  their  tracks  run  towards  bondage.  Where  thoy 
marched,  slavery  followed. 

Our  Presidents  must  all  be  pro- alar ery  men.  John 
Quincy  Adams  even,  the  only  American  politician,  thus  far, 
who  inherited  a  groat  name  and  left  it  greater,  as  President 
did  nothing  against  slavery  that  has  yet  come  to  light ; 
said  nothing  against  it  which  has  yet  come  to  light.  Tho 
brave  old  man,  in  his  latter  day  •,  stirred  up  the  nobler 
nature  in  him,  and  amply  repaid  for  the  sins  of  omission. 
But  the  other  Presidents,  a  long  line  of  them — Jackson, 
Van  Buren,  Harrison, — they  are  growing  smaller  and 
smaller, — Tyler,  Polk,  Taylor,  who  was  a  brave,  earnest 
man,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  good  in  him, — and  now  they 
began  rapidly  to  grow  very  small, — Fillmore,  Pierce — can 
you  find  a  single  breath  of  freedom  in  these  men  ?  Not 
one.  Tho  last  slave  President,  though  his  cradle  was 
rocked  in  Now  Hampshire,  is  Texan  in  his  latitude.  Ho 
swears  allegiance  to  slavery  in  his  inaugural  address. 

Is  there  a  breath  of  freedom  in  the  great  federal  officer* 
•—secretaries,  judges  f  Ask  the  Cabinet;  mk  tho  supremo 
court ;  tho  fedora!  officer*.  They  are,  almost  without  ex¬ 
ception,  servants  of  slavery.  Out  of  forty  thousand  go¬ 
vernment  officers  to-day,  I  think  thirty-seven  thousand  are 
strongly  pro-slavery ;  and  of  the  throe  thousand  who  are 
at  heart  anti-slavery,  we  have  yet  to  listen  long  before  we 
shall  hear  tho  first  anti-slavery  lisp.  I  have  been  listening 
ever  since  the  fourth  of  March,  1 853,  and  have  not  heard 
a  word  yet.  T»  the  English  Cabinet  there  are  various 
opinions  on  im^ortajit  matters ;  hero  the  administration  is 
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a  unit,  ft  unit  of  bondage.  In  Russia,  a  revolutionary  man 
sou;  ©times  holds  a  high  post  and  docs  great  sendee ;  in 
America,  none  but  the  servant  of  slavery  is  lit  for  the  po¬ 
litical  functions  of  Democracy.  I  believe  in  the  United 
States  there  is  not  a  single  editor  holding  a  government 
office  who  says  anything  against  the  Nebraska  Bill.  They 
do  not  dare.  Did  a  Whig  office-holder  oppose  the  Fugi¬ 
tive  Slave  Bill  or  its  enforcement  ?  I  never  heard  of  one. 
The  day  of  office,  like  the  day  of  bondage,  "  takes  off  half 
a  man's  manhood,"  and  the  other  half  it  hides  !  A  iittlo 
while  ago,  an  anti-slavery  man  in  Massachusetts  earned  a 
remonstrance  against  the  Nebraska  Bill,  signed  by  almost 
every  voter  in  his  town,  to  the  postmaster,  and  asked  him, 
“  Will  you  sign  it?"  "No,  I  shan't,"  said  lie.  "Why 
not?"  Before-  ho  answered,  one  of  his  neighbours  said, 
"Well,  I  wculd  not  sign  it  if  I  were  ho."  "Why  not?" 
said  the  man.  "  Because  if  ho  did,  ho  would  bo  turned 
out  of  office  in  twenty-four  hours ;  the  next  telegraph 
would  do  the  business  for  him."  "Well,"  said  my  friend, 
"  if  I  held  an  office  on  that  condition,  I  would  got  tho  big¬ 
gest  brass  dog-collar  I  could  find  and  put  it  round  my 
neck,  and  have  ray  owner’s  name  on  it,  in  great,  large  let¬ 
ters,  so  that  everybody  might  see  whose  dog  I  was." 

In  the  individual  States,  I  think  there  is  not  a  single 
anti-slavery  governor.  I  believe  Vermont  is  the  only  State 
with  an  anti-slavery  supremo  court ;  and  that  is  tho  only 
State  which  has  not  much  concern  in  commerce  or  manu¬ 
factures.  It  is  a  State  of  fanners. 

For  a  long  time  tho  American  Government  has  been 
controlled  by  slavery.  There  is  an  old  story  told  by  the 
Hebrew  rabbis,  that  before  tho  flood  there  was  an  enorm¬ 
ous  giant,  called  Gog.  After  the  flood  bad  got  into  the 
full  tide  of  successful  experiment,  and  every  man  was 
drowned  except  those  taken  into  the  ark,  Gog  came  strid¬ 
ing  along  after  Noah,  feeling  Ids  way  with  a  cane  as  long 
as  a  mast  of  the  "  Great  Republic."  Tho  water  had  only 
come  up  to  his  girdle.  It  was  then  over  tho  hill-tops  and 
was  still  rising— raining  night  and  day.  The  giant  hailed 
the  Patriarch.  Noah  put  his  head  out  of  the  window,  and 
said,  "  Who  is  there  ?"  "  It  is  I,"  said  Gog.  "  Take  ns 

in;  it  is  wet  outside!"  "No,"  said  Noah,  "you're  too 
big  ;  no  room.  Besides,  you're  a  bad  character.  You 
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would  ho  a  very  dangerous  passenger,  and  would  make 
trouble  in  tho  ark ;  I  shall  not  take  you  in.  You  may  get 
on  top  if  you  like ;  "  and  he  clapped  to  the  window.  u  (to 
to  thunder,"  &&id  Gog  ;;  "  I  will  ride,  after  all,"  And  ho 
strode  after  him,  wading  through  the  waters  ;  and  mount¬ 
ing  on  the  top  of  the  ark,  with  ono  leg  over  the  lorbo&rd 
ana  the  other  over  the  starboard  aide,  steered  it  just  m  ho 
pleased,  and  made  it  rough  weather  inside.  Now,  in  making 
the  Constitution,  wo  dicl  not  care  to  take  in  slavery  in  ex¬ 
press  terms.  It  looked',  ugly.  We  allowed  it  to  get  on 
the  top  astride,  and  now  it  steers  us  just  where  it  pleases. 

The  slave  powor  controls  the  President,*  and  fills  all  the 
offices.  Out  of  the  twelve  elected  •  Presidents,  four  have 
been  from  the  North,  and  the  last  of  them  might  just  as 
well  have  been  taken  by  lot  at  the  South  anywhere.  Mr 
Pierce,  I  just  now  said,  was  Texan  in  his  latitude.  His 
conscience  ia  Texan ;  only  hie  ctradle  was  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire.  Of  the  nine  judges  of  the  supremo  court,  five  are 
from  the  slave  Staten ;  tbo  chief-justice  ia  from  the  slave 
States ;  all  slave  judges.  A  part  of  the  Cabinet  are  from 
the  North — I  forget  how  many ;  it  makes  no  difference  ; 
they  are  all  of  the  same  Southern  complexion;  and  tho 
man  who  was  taken  from  the  furthest  North,  I  think  ia 
moat  Southern  in  his  slavery  proclivities. 

The  nation  fluctuate®  in  its  policy.  Now  it  ia  for  inter¬ 
nal  improvements ;  then  it  ia  against  them.  Now  it  is  for 
a  bank ;  thou  a  bank  is  "  unconstitutional."  Now  it  ia  for 
free  trade;  then  for  protection;  then  for  free  trade  again 
— "protection  is  altogether  unconstitutional."  Mr  Cal¬ 
houn  turned  dear  round, — When  the  North  went  for  free 
trade  and  grow  rich  by  that,  Calhoun  did  not  like  it,  and 
wanted  protection :  ho  thought  the  South  would  grow  rich 
by  it.  But  when  tie  North  grew  rich  under  protection, 
he  turned  round  to  free  trade  again.  Now  the  nation  is  for 
giving  away  the  public  lands.  Sixteen  millions  of  acres 
of "  swamp  lands  "  are  given,  within  seven  year®,  to  States. 
Twenty-five  millions  of  the  public  lands  are  given  away 

fraiuitottflly  to  soldiers — six  millions  in  a  single  year, 
'orty-sevea  millions  of  the  public  lauds  to  seventeen 
States  for  schools,  colleges,  &c.  Forty-seven  thousand 
acres  for  deaf  and  dumb  asylums.  And  look ;  just  now 
it  change®  its  policy,  and  Mr  Pierce  is  opposed  to  granting 
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any  Land — f/  it  ia  not  constitutional  ” — to  Mias  Dix,  to  meko 
ike  insane  sober  and  bring  them  to  their  right  minds.  He 
may  have  a  private  reason  for  keeping  the  people  in  a  state 
of  craziness,  For  aught  I  know. 

The  public  policy  changes  in  these  matters.  It  never 
changes  in  respect  to  slavery.  Be  the  Whigs  in  power, 
slavery  is  Whig ;  bo  the  Democrats,  it  ia  Democratic.  A  t 
first,  slavery  was  an  exceptional  measure,  and  men  tried  to 
apologize  for  it  and  excuse  it.  Now  it  is  a  normal  principle, 
and  the  institution  must  be  defended  and  enlarged. 

Coinmoroird  men  must  bo  moved,  I  suppose,  by  com¬ 
mercial  arguments.  Look,  then,  at  this  statement  of  facts. 

Slavery  is  unprofitable  for  the  people.  America  is  poorer 
for  slavery.  I  am  speaking  in  the  great  focus  of  American 
commerce — the  third  city  for  population  and  riches  in  tho 
Christian  world.  Let  mo,  therefore,  talk  about  dollars. 
America,  I  say,  ia  poorer  for  slavery.  If  the  three  and  a 
quarter  millions  of  slaves  wore  freemen,  how  much  richer 
would  she  bo !  There  is  no  State  in  tho  Union  but  it 
is  poorer  for  slavery.  It  is  a  bad  tool  to  work  with.  The 
educated  freeman  is  the  best  working  power  in  the  world. 

Compare  the  North  with  the  South,  and  see  what  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  riches,  comfort,  education.  See  the  superiority 
of  tho  North.  But  the  South  started  with  every  advan¬ 
tage  of  nature— soil,  climate,  everything.  To  maho  tho 
case  plainer,  let  me  take  two  great  States,  Virginia  and 
New  York.  Compare  them  together. 

In  geographical  position,  Virginia  has  every  advantage 
over  New  York.  Almost  everything  that  will  grow  in  tho 
Union  will  grow  somewhere  in  Virginia,  save  sugar.  The 
largest  ships  can  sail  up  the  Potomac  a  hundred  miles,  as 
far  as  Alexandria,  Tho  Rappahannock,  York,  James,  are 
all  navigable  rivers.  The  Ohio  flanks  Virginia  more  than 
three  hundred  miles.  There  are  sixty  miles  of  navigation 
on  the  Kanawha.  New  York  has  a  single  navigable  stream 
with  not  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  navigation,  from 
Troy  to  the  ocean.  Virginia  has  tho  best  harbour  on  tho 
Atlantic  coast,  and  several  smaller  ones.  Your  State  has 
but  &  single  maritime  port.  Virginia  abounds  in  water 
power  for  mills.  I  stood,  once  cm  the  steps  of  the  Capitol 
at  Washington,  and  within  six  mile®  of  me,  under  my  eyes, 
there  was  a  water  power  greater  than  that  which  turns  tho 


OOKDITIOM  OP  JLMKEICA. 


SIS 

mills  of  Lawrence,  Lowoil,  and  Manchester,  all  put  together. 
In  1838,  it  did  not  turn  a  wheel ;  now,  I  am  told,  it  drives 
&  grist- mill.  No  State  is  so  rich  in  water  power.  Th© 
Alleghenies  are  a  groat  water-shed,  and  at  tlx©  nave©  the 
streams  rush  forward  as  if  impatient  to  tern  mills,  Yir- 

S'nia  is  frill  of  minerals — coal,  iron,  load,  copper,  salt. 

or  agricultural  resources  are  immense.  Want  timber 
clothes  her  mountains  1  what  a  soil  for  Indian  com,  wheat, 
tobacco,  rice  !  ©von  cotton  grows  in  tee  southern  part*. 
Washington  said  th©  central  counties  of  Virginia  were  ib© 
best  land  in  th©  United  States.  Daniel  Webster,  report¬ 
ing  to-  Virginians  of  his  European  tour,  said,  ho  saw  no 
lands  in  Europe  so  good  as  the  valley  of  th©  Shenandoah/' 
Virginia  is  ricn  in  mountain  pastures  favourable  to  sheep 
and  horned  cattle.  Nature  gives  Virginia  all  that  can  bo 
asked  of  nature.  What  a  position  for  agricnltere,  manu¬ 
factures,  mining,  commerce  1  Norfolk  is  a  hundred  mile® 
nearer  Chicago  than  New  York  is,  but  she  has  no  inter¬ 
course  with  Chicago.  It  is  three  hundred  miles  nearer  the 
mouth  of  th©  Ohio ;  but  if  a  Norfolk  man  wants  to  go  to 
St  Louis,  I  behove  his  quickest  way  lies  through  New 
York.  It  is  not  a  day's  sail  further  from  Liverpool ;  it  is 
nearer  to  th©  Mediterranean  and  South  American  ports. 
But  what  is  Norfolk,  with  her  28,000  tons  of  shipping  and 
her  fourteen  thousand  population  ?  What  is  Kmhmond, 
with  her  twenty-seven  thousand  men— ten  thousand  of 
them  slaves  ?  Nay,  what  is  V  irgmia  herself,  th©  very  old¬ 
est  State  ?  Lot  me  cypher  out  somo  numerical  details. 

In  1790,  sk©  had  748,000  inhabitants;  now  aho  has 
1,421,000.  She  has  not  doubled  in  eisty  years.  In  1790, 
Now  York  had  3*10,000 ;  now  ah©  has  3,048,000.  She  has 
multiplied  her  population  almost  tea  tames.  In  Virginia, 
in  1850,  there  were  only  452,000  more  freemen  than  sixty 
years  before;  in  New  York,  tNre  wore  2,724,000  more 
freemen  than  there  were  in  1790.  There  are  only  165,000 
dwellings  in  Virginia ;  463,000  in  Now  York.  Then  tee  Vir¬ 
ginia  farms  were  worth  $218,000,000;  yours,  $664,000,000 ; 
Virginia  is  wholly  agricultural,  while  yon  are  also  manu¬ 
facturing  and  commercial.  Her  fern  tools  were  worth 
$  7,000,000 ;  yours,  ©*22,000,000.  Her  cattle,  $83,000,000 ; 
yours,  $73,000,000,  The  orchard  products  of  Virginia  were 
worth  $  177,000 ;  of  New  York,  $1,782,000.  Virginia  had 
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■478  miles  of  r  Tread ;  you  had  1826  miles.  She  had 
74,000  tons  of  shipping ;  you  had  942,000.  The  value  of 
her  cotton  factories  was  not  two  millions ;  the  value  of 
yours  was  four  and  a  quarter  millions.  She  .produced 
S 841,000 worth  of  woollen  goods;  you  produced  $7,030,000. 
Her  furnacec  produced  two  millions  and  a  half ;  yours  pro¬ 
duced  eight  millions  :  her  tanneries  $894,000  ;  yours, 
$  9,804,000.  All  of  her  manufactures  together  were  not 
worth  $9,000,000 ;  those  of  the  city  of  New  York  alono 
have  an  annual  value  of  $105,000,000.  Her  attendance  at 
school  was  109,000 ;  yours,  698,000. 

But  there  is  one  thing  in  which  Virginia  is  far  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  you.  Of  native  Virginians,  over  twenty  years  old, 
who  could  not  read  the  namo  of  “  Christ,"  nor  the  word 
“  God" — free  white  people  who  cannot  spell  "Democrat" 
— there  wero  87,883.  That  is,  out  of  every  five  hundred 
free  white  persons,  there  were  one  hundred  and  five  that 
could  not  spell  Pierce.  In  New  York  there  are  80,670 — 
no  more ;  so  that  out  of  five  hundred  persons,  there  are 
six  that  cannot  read  and  write.  Virginia  is  advancing 
rapidly  upon  you  in  this  respect.  In  1840,  she  had  only 
58,787  adults  who  could  not  read  and  write ;  now  28,596 
more.  So  you  see  she  is  advancing  ! 

Virginia  has  87  newspapers ;  New  York  428.  The  Vir¬ 
ginia  newspaper  circulation  is  89,000 ;  the  New  York  news¬ 
paper  circulation  is  1,622,000.  The  Tribune — and  I  think 
it  is  the  best  paper  there  is  in  the  world — has  an  aggregate 
circulation  of  1 10,000  ;  20,000  more  than  all  the  newspapers 
of  Virginia.  Virginia  prints  every  year  9,000,000  copies 
of  newspapero,  afl  told,’  New  York  prints  115,000,000. 
The  New  York  Tribune  prints  15,000,000 — more  than  the 
whole  State  of  Virginia  put  together.  Such  is  the  state 
of  tilings  counted  in  the  gross,  but  I  think  the  New  York 
quality  is  as  much  better  as  the  quantity  is  more. 

Virginia  has  88,000  be  oka  in  libraries  not  private ;  New 
York  1,760,000, — more  than  twenty  times  as  much. 
Virginia  exports  $3,500,000  worth  each  year ;  New  York 
$53,000,000.  Virginia  imports  $426,000 ;  New  York 
$111,000,000.  But  in  on®  article  of  export  she  is  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  you — she  sends  to  the  man -markets  of  the  South 
about  $10,000,000  or  $12,000,000  worth  of  her  children 
every  year ;  exports  slaves  I  The  estimated  value  of  all  the 
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property  real  and  personal  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  includ¬ 
ing  slaves,  is  $480,701,882 ;  of  Now  York  $1,080,000,000, 
without  estimating  the  valuo  of  tho  men  who  own  it, 
Virginia  haa  got  472,528  slaves.  I  will  estimate  them  at 
less  than  tho  market  value — at  $400  each ;  they  come  to 
$189,000,000.  I  subtract  the  value  of  the  working  people 
of  Virginia,  ahd  she  is  worth  not  quite  $242,000, 000- 
Now,  tho  State  of  New  York  might  buy  up  all  the  property 
of  Virginia,  including  tho  slaves, and  still  have  $649,000,000 
left ;  might  buy  np  all  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
Virginia,  except  tho  working  men,  ana  kayo.  $888,000,000 
left.  Tho  North  appropriates  tho  rivers,  tho  mines,  tho 
harbours,  the  forests,  fire  and  water — tho  South  kidnaps 
men.  Behold  tho  commercial  result. 

Virginia  is  a  great  State — very  groat!  You  do  not 
know  how  great  she  is.  I  will  read  it  to  you  presently. 
Things  are  great  and  small  by  comparison.  I  am  quoting 
again  from  the  Richmond  Examiner  (March  24,  ISM). 
u  Virginia  in  this  confederacy  is  the  impersonation  of  the 
well-born,  well-educated,  weu-brod  aristocrat "  [well  born 
while  the  children  of  Jefferson  and  the  only  children  of 
Madison  are  a  t(  connecting  link  between  the  human  and 
brute  creation  ;  "  well  educated,  with  twenty-one  per  cent, 
of  her  white  adults  unablo  to  read  the  vote  they  cast  against 
the  unalienable  rights  of  man ;  well  bred,  when  her  great 
product  for  exportation  is— (he  children  of  her  own  loins  ! 
Slavery  is  a  “  patriarchal  institution ;  "  the  democratic 
Abrahams  of  Virginia  do  not  offer  up  their  Isaacs  to  the 
Lord ;  that  would  be  a,  “  sacrifice,"  they  only  sell  them. 
So]  ;  "  she  looks  down  from  her  elevated  pedestal  upon  her 
parvenu,  ignorant,  mendacious  Yankee  vilifisrs,  m  coldly 
and  calmly  as  a  marble  statue  ;  occasionally  she  condescends 
to  recognise  tho  existence  of  her  adversaries  at  the  very 
moment  when  she  crushes  them.  But  Bhe  dews  it  without 
anger,  and  with  no  more  hatred  of  them  than  the  gardener 
feels  towards  the  insects  which  he  finds  it  necessary  occa¬ 
sionally  to  destroy."  “  She  feels  that  she  is  tho  sword  and 
buckler  of  the  South — that  it  is  her  influence  which  has  so 
frequently  defeated  and  driven  back  in  dismay  tho  Aboli¬ 
tion  party  when  flushed  by  temporary  victory.  Bravo, 
calm,  and  determined,  wise  in  times  of  excitement,  always 
true  to  tho  slave  power,  never  rash  or  indiscreet,  tho  waves 
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of  Northern  fanaticism  burst  harmless  at  her  feet ;  the  con¬ 
tempt  for  her  Northern  revilera  ia  the  result  of  her  con¬ 
sciousness  of  her  influence  in  the  political  world.  She 
makes  and  unmakes  Presidents ;  she  dictates  her  terms  to 
the  Northern  Democracy  and  they  obey  her.  She  selects 
from  among  the  faithful  of  the  North  a  man  upon  whom 
she  can  rely,  and  sho  makes  him  President.”  This  latter 
is  true  !  The  opinion  of  Richmond  i*b  of  more  weight  than 
the  opinion  of  New  York.  Slavery,  the  political  Gog  on 
the  outside,  steers  the  ark  of  commercial  Noah,  and  makes 
it  rough  or  smooth  weather  inside,  just  as  he  likes. 

**  In  the  early  days  of  the  Republic,  the  superior  sagacity 
of  hor  statesmen  enabled  them  to  rivet  so  firmly  the 
shackles  of  the  slave,  that  the  Abolitionists  will  never  be 
able  to  unlooso  them.” 

“  A  wide  and  impassable  gulf  separates  the  noble,  pros  d, 
glorious  Old  Dominion  from  her  Northern  traducers ;  the 
mastiff  dares  not  willingly  assail  the  skunk  I  ”  “  Whon  Yir- 

finia  takes  the  field,  she  crushes  the  whole  Abolition  party ; 

or  slaughter  is  wholesale,  and  a  hundred  thousand  Aboli¬ 
tionists  are  cut  down  when  sho  'isues  her  commands !  ” 
Again  (April  4th,  18C4),  u  A  hundred  Southern  gentle¬ 
men,  armed  with  riding- whips,  could  chase  an  army  of  in¬ 
vading  Abolitionists  into  the  Atlantio.” 

In  referenoe  to  the  project  at  the  North  of  sending 
Northern  Abolitionists  along  with  the  Northern  slave- 
breeders  to  Nebraska,  to  put  freedom  into  the  soil  before 
slavery  gets  there,  the  Examiner  says  :  "  Why,  a  hundred 
wild,  lank,  half-horse,  half-alligator  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
emigrants  would,  if  so  disposed,  chase  out  of  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  all  the  Abolitionists  who  have  figured  for  the  last 
twenty  years  at  Anti-slavery  mootings.” 

I  ear  alavory  is  not  profitable  for  tho  nation  nor  for  a 
State,  but  it  is  profitable  for  slave-owners.  You  will  see 
why.  If  the  Northern  capitalist  owned  the  weavers  and 
spinners  at  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  New  England  would  be 
poorer;  and  the  working-men  would  not  be  bo  well  off,  or 
so  well  educated  >  but  Undershot  and  Overshot,  Turbine 
Brothers,  Spindle  A  Co.,  would  be  richer  and  would  get 
larger  dividends.  Land  monopoly  in  England  enfeebles 
the  island,  but  enriches  the  aristocracy.  How  poor,  ill-fod, 
and  ill-clad  were  the  French  peasants  before  the  Revolution ; 
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how  cosily  was'  the  chateau  of  the  noble.  Monopoly  was 
bad  for  the  people ;  profitable  for  the  rich  men.  How  poor 
are  the  peasants  in  Italy ;  how  wealthy  the  Cardinals  and 
the  Pope.  Oppression  enriches  the  oppressor ;  it  makes 
poorer  tho  down-trodden.  Piracy  i3  very  costly  to  the 
xnerohant  and  to  mankind ;  but  it  focds  tho  pirate.  Slavery 
impoverishes  Virginia,  but  it  enriches  the  master.  It  gives 
him  money — commercial  power, — office — political  power. 
The  slave-holder  is  drawn  m  his  triumphal  chariot  by  two 
chattels;  one,  the  poor  black  man,  whom  ho  "owns  legally 
the  other  is  the  poor  white  man,  whom  ho  "owns  morally” 
and  harnesses  to  his  chariot.  Hence  these  American  lords 
of  tho  k0h  cleave  to  this  institution—thoy  love  it.  To  the 
slave-holders,  slaveiy  is  money  and  power ! 

Now  the  South,  weak  in  numbers,  feeble  in  respect  to 
money,  Has  continually  directed  the  politics  of  America  jnst 
as  she  would.  Her  ignorance  and  poverty  were  more  effi¬ 
cacious  than  the  Northern  riohesand  education.  She  is  in 
earnest  for  slavery ;  the  North  not  in  earnest  for  freedom ; 
only  earnest  for  money.  So  long  as  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  grinds  tho  axes  of  the  Northern  merchant,  ho  cares 
little  whether  the  stone  is  turned  by  the  freeman's  labour  or 
tho  slave's.  Hence,  the  great  centres  of  Northern  com¬ 
merce  and  manufactures  are  also  the  great  centres  of  pro- 
slavery  politics.  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Boftalo, 
Cincinnati,  fchev  all  liked  the  Fugitive  Clave  Bill ;  all  took 
pains  to  seize  tho  fugitive  who  fled  to  a  Northern  altar  for 
freedom ;  nay,  the  moat  conspicuous  clergymen  in  those 
dries  became  apostles  of  kidnapping ;  thstfr  churches  were 
of  commerce,  not  Christianity.  Tho  North  yielded  to  that 
last  most  insolent  demand.  Under  tho  influence  of  that 
excitement  she  choso  the  present  Administration,  tho  pre¬ 
sent  Congress.  Now  see  the  result  i  Whig  and  Democrat 
meet  on  tne  same  platform  at  Baltimore.  It  was  the  plat¬ 
form  of  slavery.  Both  candidates — Scott  and  Pi  rco—gavo 
in  their  allegiance  to  tho  same  measure ;  it  was  the'  mea- 
snro  which  nullifies  Hie  first  principle®  of  American  Inde- 
pendence— they  wore  sworn  on  the  Fugitive  81ave  Bill. 
Whig  and  Democrat  know  no  “higher  law,”  only  the 
statute  of  alave-holdore.  Conscience  bent  down  before 
tbe  Constitution.  What  sort  of  a  government  can  yon  ex¬ 
pect  from  such  conduct?  What  Itepresentatives ?  Just 
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•what  you  have  got.  Sow  tho  wind,  will  yea  ?  thou  reap 
the  whirlwind  Mr  Pierce  aaid  in  his  Inaugural,  “  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  involuntary  servitude  is  recognised  by  tho  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  ”  “  that  it  stands  like  any  other  admitted  right. 
I  hold  that  the  Compromise  measures  [that  is,  the  Fugi¬ 
tive  .Slave  Bill]  are  strictly  constitutional  and  to  bo  un¬ 
hesitatingly  carriod  into  effect.”  Tho  laws  to  secure  tho 
master's  right  to  capture  a  man  iu  the  free  States  u  should 
be  respected  and  obeyed,  not  with  a  reluctance  encouraged 
by  abstract  opinions  as  to  their  propriety  in  a  different 
state  of  society,  but  cheerfully  and  according  to  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  tribunal  to  which  their  exposition  belongs.” 
Those  words  wore  historical, — reminiscences  of  tho  time 
when  "  no  higher  law  ”  was  the  watchword  of  tho  Ameri¬ 
can  State  and  tho  American  Church ;  they  wore  prophetic 
— ominous  of  what  wo  see  to-day  . 

I.  Hero  is  tho  Gadsden  Treaty  which  has  just  been  nego¬ 
tiated.  How  bid  it  is  I  cannot  say ;  only  this  :  If  I  am 
rightly  informed,  a  tract  of  30,000,000  acres,  larger  than 
all  Virginia,  is  u  reannexed  ”  to  tho  slave  soil  which  the 
“  flag  of  our  Union  ”  already  waves  over.  Tho  whole  thing, 
when  it  is  fairly  understood  by  tho  public,  I  think  will  be 
seen  to  be  a  more  iniquitous  matter  than  this  Nebraska 
wickedness. 

II.  Then  comes  tho  Nebraska  Bill,  yet  to  be  consummated. 
While  wo  are  sitting  here  in  cold  debate,  it  may  bo  the 
measure  has  passed.  From  tho  beginning  I  have  never 
had  an v  doubts  that  it  -kould  pass.  If  it  could  not  be  put 
through  this  session — as  I  thought  it  would — I  felt  sure 
that  before  this  Congress  goes  out  of  office,  Nebraska 
would  bo  slave  soil.  You  see  what  a  majority  there  was 
m  the  Senate  j  you  see  what  a  majority  there  is  in  tho 
House.  I  know  there  is  an  opposition — and  most  brilliantly 
conducted,  too,  by  the  few  faithful  men ;  but  see  this : 
Tho  Administration  has  yet  three  years  t  j  run.  There  is 
an  annual  income  of  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  There  are 
forty  thousand  offices  to  bo  disposed  of — four  thousand 
very  valuablo.  And  do  you  thirh  that  a  Democratic  Ad¬ 
ministration,  with  that  amount  of  offices,  of  money  and 
time,  cannot  buy  up  Northern  doughfaces  onough  to  carry 
any  measure  it  pleases  T  I  know  better.  Once  I  thought 
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that  Texas  could  not  be  annexed.  It  was  done.  I  learned 
wisdom  from  that.  I  havo  token  counsel  of  my  fears.  I 
hare  not  seen  any  barrier  on  which  the  North  would  rally 
that  wo  have  come  to  yet.  There  are  somo  things  behind 
us.  John  Randolph  said,  years  ago,  "We  will  drive  you 
from  pillar  to  post,  back,  back,  back."  Ho  has  been  as 
good  as  hia  word.  Wo  have  been  driven  “  back,  back, 
back."  But  we  cannot  be  driven  much  further.  There  is 
a  spot  whore  we  shall  atop.  I  am  afraid  we  have  not  come . 
to  it  yet.  I  will  say  no  more  about  it  just  now — because 
not  many  weeks  ago  I  stood  here  and  said,  a  great  deal.  * 
You  have  listened  to  me  when  I  was  feeble  and  hollow¬ 
voiced  ;  I  will  not  tax  your  patience  now,  for  in  this,  as  in 
a  celebrated  feast  of  old,  they  have  "  kept  the  good  wine 
until  now  ! "  (alluding  to  Mr  Garrison  and  Mr  Phillips  who 
were  to  follow). 

If  the  Nebraska  Bill  is  defeated,  I  shall  rejoice  that  ini¬ 
quity  is  foiled  once  more.  But  if  it  become  a  law — there 
are  some  tilings  which  seem  probable. 

1 .  On  the  Fourth  of  March,  1857,  tho  "  Democrats  "  will 
kavo  “  leave  to  withdraw  "  from  office. 

2.  Every  Northern  man  who  has  taken  a  prominent 
stand  in  behalf  of  slavery  will  be  politically  ruined.  Yon 
know  what  befell  tho  Northern  politicians  who  voted  for  the 
Missouri  Compromise ;  a  similar  fate  hangs  over  such  as 
onslavo  Nebraska.  Already,  Mr  Everett  is,  theologically 
speaking,  among  the  u  lost ; "  and  of  all  the  three  thousand 
New  England  ministers  whose  petition  ho  dared  not  pre¬ 
sent,  not  one  will  ever  pray  for  hia  political  salvation. 

Pause  with  mo  and  drop  a  tear  over  the  ruin  of  Edward 
Everett,  a  man  of  large  talents  and  commensurate  indus¬ 
try,  very  learned,  tho  moat  scholarly  man,  perhaps,  in  tho 
country,  with  a  persuasive  beauty  of  speech  only  equalled 
by  this  American  [Mr  Phillips],  who  therein  surpasses  him  \ 
he  has  had  a  long  career  of  public  service,  pubho  honour — 
Clergyman,  Professor,  Editor,  Representative,  Governor, 
Ambassador,  President  of  Harvard  College,  Senator,  alike 
the  ornament  and  the  auxiliary  of  many  a  learned  socioty 
— ho  yet  comes  to  such  an  oua. 

“  ThU  it  the  state  of  mm ;  to ~d*jr,  he  pate  forth 
The  tem&wr  teems  of  hope ;  to-morrow,  btoewmi, 


*  See  ftbore,  p.  245,  H 
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Aa4  bean#  Isis  Washing  Imncmrs  thick  open  him ; 

The  third  day  cornea  a  frost,  AVSiwAa*#  frost; 

And,  when  he  thinks,  good  easy  man,  fall  surely, 

Hit  gpreaUtem  is  a  ripening,  nip#  his  root, 

And  then  ho  fall* - . 

**  Oh  bow  wretched 

Is  that  poor  man  that  hangs  on  public  faTours ! 

Thera  is  bet  wilt  that  smile  he  would  aspire  to, 

That  sweet  aspect  of  voters,  and  their  ruin, 

Here  pangs  and  fears  than  wars  or  women  haT® ; 

And  when  he  falls,  he  falls  Hie  Imciftr, 

Never  to  hope  again  1  ** 

Mr  Douglas  also  is  finished ;  the  success  of  his  measure 
is  his  own  defeat,  Mr  Pierce  has  three  short  years  to 
servo  j  then  there  will  he  one  more  Ex-President — ranking 
with  Tyler  and  Fillmore,  Mr  Seward  need  not  agitate, 

- Let  it  work 

For  ’tis  the  sport  to  hare  tho  enginor 
Hobo  with  hi*  own  polar.1  ’ 

HI.  The  next  thing  is  tho  enslavement  of  Cuba.  That 
is  a  very  serious  matter.  It  has  been  desired  a  long  time. 
Lopes,  a  Spanish  fillibuater,  undertook  it  rad  was  legally 

fut  to  death.  I  am  not  an  advocate  ibr  the  garrot4,  but 
think,  all  things  taken  into  consideration,  that  ho  did  not 
meet  with  a  very  inadequate  mode  of  death,  and  I  believe 
such  is  tho  general  opinion,  not  only  in  Cuba,  but  in  tho 
United  States,  But  Young  America  is  not  content  with 
that,  Mr  Dean,  a  little  while  ago,  in  tho  House,  proposed 
to  repeal  tho  neutrality  laws — to  set  fillibusterism  on  its 
legs  again.  You  remember  tho  President's  message  about 
tho  (t  Black  Warrior  ” — how  black-wamor-like  it  was ;  and 
then  comes  tho  "  unanimous  resolution  "  of  tho  Louisiana 
legislature  asking  tho  United  States  to  interfere  and  de¬ 
clare  war,  in  case  Cuba  should  undertako  to  emancipate 
her  slaves.  Senator  Slidell's  speech  is  still  tingling  m 
our  ears,  asking  tho  Government  to  repeal  tho  neutrality 
laws  and  allow  every  pirate  who  pleases  to  land  in  Cuba 
and  burn  and  destroy.  You  know  Mr  Soule's  conduct 
in  Madrid,  It  is  rumoured  that  he  has  been  authorised 
to  offer  S  250,000,000  for  Cuba.  Tho  sura  is  enormous ; 
but  when  you  consider  the  character  of  this  Administration 
and  the  Inaugural  of  President  Pierce,  the  unscrupulous 
abuse  made  of  public  money,  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  ,very 
extraordinary  supposition. 
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But  this  matter  of  getting  possession  of  Cuba  is  some¬ 
thing  dangerous  as  well  as  difficult.  There  are  three  con¬ 
ceivable  ways  of  acquiring  it. 

One  is  by  buying,  and  that  X  take  it  is  wholly  out  of  the 
question.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  is  a  certain 
Spanish  lebt  owing  to  Englishmen,  and  that  Cuba  is  some¬ 
how  pledged  at  a  sort  of  collateral  security  for  the  Spanish. 
Bonds.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Cuba  jb  not  to  bo  bought 
for  many  ye^rs  without  the  interference  of  England,  and 
depend  upon  it  England  will  not  allow  it  to  be  sold  for  the 
establishment  of  slavery ;  for  I  dunk  it  is  pretty  well 
understood  by  politicians  that  there  is  a  regular  agreement 
entered  into  between  Spain  on  the  one  aide  and  England 
on  the  other,  that  at  a  certain  period  within  twenty-five 
years  every’  slave  in  Cuba  shall  be  set  free.  I  believe  this 
is  known  to  men  somewhat  versed  in  the  secret  history*  of 
the  two  Cabinets  of  England  and  of  Spain.  England  has 
the  same  wish  for  land  which  fires  our  Anglo-Saxon  blood. 
She  has  islands  in  the  West  Indies ;  the  More  in  Cuba  is 
only  a  hundred  miles  flora  Jamaica.  If  we  got  Cuba  for 
slavery,  we  shall  next  want  the  British  West  Indies  for 
the  same  institution.  Cuba  filled  wifh  {filibusters  would 
be  a  dangerous  neigabpur  to  Jamaica. 

Tho  second  way  is  by  {filibustering ;  and  that  "Mr  Slidell 
and  Mr  Dean  want  to  try.  The  third  is  by  open  war. 
Now  fillibusterism  will  lead  to  open  war,  so  I  will  consider 
only  this  issue. 

I  know  that  Americans  will  fight  more  desperately,  per¬ 
haps,  on  land  or  sea,  than  any  other  people.  But  fighting 
is  an  ugly  business,  especially  with  such  antagonists  as  wo 
shall  have  in  this  case.  It  is  a  matter  well  understood  that 
the  Captain- General  of  Cuba  has  a  paper  in  his  possession 
authorizing  him  discretionally  to  free  the  slaves  and  put 
arms  in  their  hands  whenever  it  is  thought  necessary.  It 
is  rather  difficult  to  get  at  tho  exact  statistics  of  Cuba, 
There  has  been  no  census  since  1842,  when  the  population 
was  estimated  at  a  million.  I  will  reckon  it  now  at  1, 800,000 
— 700,000  blacks,  and  000,000  whites.  Of  the  700,000 
blacks,  half  a  million  are  slaves  and  two  hundred  thousand 
freemen.  Now,  a  blade  freeman  in  Cuba  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  person  from  the  black  freeman  in  tho  United  States. 
Ho  has  rights.  Ho  is  not  turned  out  of  the  omnibus,  nor 
you  v.  21 
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the  meeting-house,  nor  the  graveyard.  He  is  respected, 
by  the  law  ;  ho  respects  himself,  and  is  a  formidable  person ; 
let  the  blocks  be  tarnished  with  arms,  they  ore  dangerous 
foes.  And  remember  there  are  mountain  fastnesses  in  the 
ceur  «j  of  the  island ;  that  it  is  as  defensible  as  St  Domingo ; 
and  h/*s  a  very  unhealthy  climate  for  Northern  men.  The 
Spar mrd  would  have  great  allies :  the  vomito  is  thoro  ; 
typhoid,  dysentery,  yellow  fever,  the  worst  of  all,  is  thoro. 
A.  Northern  arav  even  of  fillibustera  would  fight  against 
the  moat  dreadful  odds.  I{  The  Lord  from  on  high,”  as  the 
old  Hebrews  say,  would  fight  against  the  Northern  men  ; 
the  pestilence  that  swept  oiT  Sennacherib’s  host  would  not 
respect  the  filiib  aster. 

That  is  not  all.  What  sort  of  a  navy  has  Spain  ?  One 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  ships  of  war  !  Th>'V  aro  email 
mostly,  but  they  carry  over  1400  cannon,  and  24,000  men 
— 15,000  marines  and  9000  sailors.  The  United  Stales 
has  seventy -five  ships  of  war ;  2200  cannon,  14,000  men 
— largo  ships,  heavy  cannon.  That  is  not  all.  Spaniards 
fight  desperately.  A  Spanish  armada  I  should  not  bo  very 
much  afraid  of ;  but  Spain  will  issue  letters  of  marque,  and 
a  Portuguese  or  Spanish  pirate  is  rather  an  uncomfortable 
being  to  meet.  Our  commerce  is  spread  over  all  fcho  seas  ; 
there  is  no  mercantile  marine  so  unprotected.  Our  ships  do 
not  carry  muskets,  still  loss  cannon,  since  pirates  have 
been  swept  off  the  sea.  Let  Spain  issue  letters  of  rn&rque, 
England  winking  at  i i,  and  Algerine  pirates  from  out  the 
Barbary  States  of  Africa,  and  other  pirates  from  tho 
Brazilian,  Mexican;  and  the  West  Indian  ports,  would  prowl 
about  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean  and  over  all  the  bosom 
of  the  Atlantic ;  and  then  where  would  be  our  commerce  ? 
Tho  South  lias  nothing  to  fear  from  that.  She  has  no 
shipping.  Yes,  Norfolk  has  23,000  tons.  The  South  is 
not  afraid.  Tim  North  lias  four  million  tons  of  shipping. 
Touch  th©  commerce  of  a  Northern  man,  and  you  touen  his 
heart. 

England  has  conceded  to  us  as  a  measure  just  what  we 
asked.  Wo  have  always  declared,  u  free  ships  make  free 
goods  ”  England  said  ”  Enemies’  goods  make  enemies’ 
ships.”  Now  shn  Has  not  affirmed  our  principle ;  she  has 
assented  to  our  measure.  That  is  all  you  can  expect  her 
to  do.  But  if  we  repeal  our  neutrality  laws  a.xd  seek  to 
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get  Cuba  in  order  to  establish  slavery  there,  endangering 
the  interests  of  England  and  tbo  freedom  of  her  coloured 
citizens,  depend  upon  it,  England  'will  not  suffer  ibis  to  be 
done  without  herself  interfeiing.  If  she  is  so  deeply  im¬ 
mersed  in  European  wars  that  she  cannot  interfere  directly, 
aho  will  indirectly.  But  X  have  not  thought  that  England 
and  France  are  to  bo  much  engaged  in  a  European  war.  I 
suppose  the  intention  of  the  American  Cabinet  is  to  seise 
Cuba  as  soon  as  tha  British  and  Russians  are  fairly  fighting, 
thinking  that  England  will  not  interfere.  But  in  “this 
war  of  elder  sons  n  which  now  goes  on  for  the  dh  member* 
in  out  of  Turkey,  it  is  not  clear  that  England  #i!l  be  so  deeply 
engaged  that  she  cannot  attend  to  her  domestic  affairs,  or 
the  interest  of  her  West  Indies.  I  think  these  powers  are 
going  to  divide  Turkey  between  them,  but  I  do  not  believe 
they  "are  going  to  do  much  fighting  there.  If  wo  are  bent 
on  sousing  Cuba,  a  long  and  a  ruinous  fight  is  ft  thing  that 
ought  to  enter  into  men's  calculations  How  Jet  such  a  naval 
warfare  take  place,  and  how  will  your  insurance  stock  look 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  ?  How  will  your 
merchant*  look  when  -reports  come  one  after  another  that 
your  ships  are  carried  in  as  prizes  by  Spain,  or  sunk  on 
the  ocean  after  they  hove  been  plundered  t  I  speak  m  the 
great  commercial  metropolis  of  America.  I  wish  these 
thinga  to  be  seriously  considered  by  mercantile  men.  Let 
the  Northern  men  look  out  for  their  own  ships. 

But  here  is  a  matter  which  the  South  may  think  of.  In 
case  of  foreign  war,  the  North  will  not  be  un  battle-field. 
An  invading  :u.j  would  attack  the  South.  Who  would 
defend  it — th.  local  militia,  the  u  chivalry  ”  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  the  "  gentlemen  **  of  Virginia,  who  are  to  slaughter  a 
hundred  thousand  Abolitionists  in  a  day  f  iM  an  army 
set  foot  on  Southern  soil,  with  &  few  blade  regiments  ;  let 
tho  commander  offer  freedom  to  all  the  slaves,  and  put 
arms  in  their  hands ;  let  him  ask  them  to  burn  houses  and 
butcher  men  j  and  there  would  be  a  state  of  thing*  not 
quite  so  pleasant  for  a  gentlemen  n  of  the  South  to  look  at. 
“  They  that  laughed  at  the  grovelling  worm  and  trod  on 
him,  may  cry  and  howl  when  they  so©  the  stoop  of  the 
flying  and  fiery-mouthed  dragon  I  °  Now,  there  b  only 
one  opinion  about  the  valour  of  President  Pierce.  like 
the  sword  of  Hudibraa,  it  out  into  itself, 
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-  I! - for  lack 

Of  other  sliif  to  hew  #csd  hack." 

But  would  lie  Vko  to  stand  with  such  a  firo  in  his  rear  ? 
Bet  a  house  on  tiro  by  hot  shot,  and  you  do  not  know  how 
much  of  it  wiU  burn  down, 

IY.  Well,  if  Nebraska  is  hip  do  a  slave  territory,  as  I 
suppose  it  will  be,  the  nest  tiling  is  the  possession  of  Cuba. 
Then  the  war  against  Spain  will  come,  as  I  think,  inevitably. 
But  even  if  we  do  not  get  Cuba,  slavery  must  be  extended 
to  other  parts  of  the  Union.  This  may  be  done  judicially, 
by  the  Supremo  Court — one  of  the  most  powerful  agents  to 
destroy  local  self-government  and  legalize  centralisation  ; 
or  legislatively,  by  Congress.  Already  slavery  is  estab¬ 
lished  in  California.  An  attempt,  vott  know,  was  made  to 
establish  it  in  Illinois.  Senator  Toombs,. the  other  day, 
boasted  to  Mr  John  P.  Halo,  that  it  would  “  not  bo  long 
before  the  slave-holder  would  sit  down  at  the  foot  of  Bun¬ 
ker  Hill  monument  with  his  slaves.”  You  and  I  may  live 
to  see  it — at  least  to  see  the  attempt  made.  A  writer  in  a 
prominent  Southern  journal,  the  Charleston  Courier  (of 
march  lb,  1854),  declares  “that  domestic  slavery  is  a 
constitutional  institution,  and  cannot  be  prohibited  in  a 
territory  by  either  territorial  or  congressional  legislation. 
It  is  recognized  by  the  Constitution  as  an  existing  and 
lawful  institution  .  .  .  and  by  the  recognition  and  esteblish- 
meni  of  slavery  to  nomine  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under 
the  constitutional  provision  for  the  acquisition  of  and  ex¬ 
clusive  legislation  over  such  a  eapitolino  district ;  and  by 
that  clause  also  which  declares  that  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  tho  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States.”  “The  citizens  of  any 
State  .  .  .  cannot  bo  constitutionally  denied  tho  equal  right 
...  of  sojourning  or  settling  .  .  ,  with  their  man-servants 
and  maid-servants  .  .  .  in  any  portion  of  tho  wide-spread 
Canaan  which  tho  Lord  their  God  hath  given  them,  thoro 
to  dwell  unmolested  in  person  or  property.”  Admirable 
exposition  of  the  Constitution  1  Tho  free  black  man  must 
be  shut  up  in  jail  if  ho  goes  from  Boston  in  a  ship  to 
Charleston,  but  the  slave-holder  may  bring  his  slaves  to 
Masaachnnotts  and  dwell  there,  unmolested  with  his  pro¬ 
perty  in  men.  South  Carolina  has  a  white  population  of 
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274,567  persons,  considerably  less  than  half  the  population 
of  this  city.  But;  if  South  Carolina  says  to  the  State  of -New 
York,  with  three  million  rnea  in  it.  Let  us  bring  our  slam 
to  New  York,  what  will  the  u  Hards  ”  and  the  u  Softs” 
and  the  “  Silver  Greys  ”  answer  ?  Gentlemen,  wo  shall 
hear  what  wc  shall  hear.  I  fear  that  not  an  office-holder 
of  any  note  would  oppose  the  measure.  It  might  bo  car¬ 
ried  with  the  present  Supreme  Court,  or  Congress,  I  make 
no  doubt 

But  this  is  not  the  end.  After  the  Gadsden  Treaty,  the 
enslavement  of  Nebraska,  the  extension  of  slavery  to  the 
free  States,  the  seizure  of  Cuba,  with  other  islands — San, 
Domingo,  &e., — there  is  one  step  more — the  Re-establish- 
MIST  OP  THE  APEICAS  SLAVE  TRADE. 

A.  recent  number  of  the  Southern  Standard  thus  develops 
the  thought :  u  With  firmnoss  and  judgment  we  can  open 
up  the  African  sieve  emigration  again  to  people  tho  whole 
region  of  the  tropics.  We  can  boldly  defend  this  upon  the 
most  enlarged  system  of  philanthropy.  It  is  far  better 
for  tho  wild  races  of  Africa  themselves.”  u  Tho  good  old 
Las  Casas,  in  1519,  was  the  first  to  advise  Spain  to  import 
Africans  to  her  colonies.  .  .  .  Experience  lias  shown  his 
scheme  was  founded  in  wise  and  Christian  philanthropy.  » 
.  .  The  time  is  coming  when  wo  will  boldly  defend  tins 
emigration  [kidnapping  men  in  Africa  and  selling  them  in 
the  '  Christian  Republic ']  before  tho  world.  The  hypocri¬ 
tical  cant  and  whining  morality  of  tho  latter-day  saints  will 
die  away  before  the  majesty  of  commerce.  ,  .  .  We  have 
too  long  been  governed  by  psalm-singing  schoolmasters 
from  tho  North.  ,  .  .  The  folly  commenced  in  our  own 
Government  uniting  with  Great  Britain  to  declare  slave-im¬ 
porting  piracy.”  ...  H  A  general  rapture  in  Europe  would 
force  upon  us  the  undisputed  sway  of  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  W ost  Indies. .  .  .  With  Cuba  and  Sfc  Domingo, 
we  could  control  tho  .  .  .  power  of  the  world.  Our  true 
policy  is  to  look  to  Brazil  as  the  noxfe  great  slave  power.  . 
.  .  A  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance  with  Brazil  will  give 
us  tho  control  over  tho  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  its  border 
countries,  together  with  tho  islands  j  and  tho  consequence 
of  this  will  place  African  slavery  beyond  the  reach  of  fana¬ 
ticism  at  homo  or  abroad.  These  two  great  slave  powers  , . 
.  .  ought  to  guard  and  strengthen  their  mutual  interests.  . 
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i .  Wo  can  not  only  preserve  domestic  servitude,  but  wo 
con  defy  the  power  of  the  world,0  .  .  ,  i(  Tbo  timo  will  come 
that  all  tbo  islands  and  regions  suited  to  African  slavery, 
between  ns  and  Brasil,  will  fall  under  ibo  control  of  these 
two  powers. ...  In  a  few  years  there  will  be  no  investment 
for  too  $  200,000,000  . . .  ao  profitable  ...  as  the  develop¬ 
ment  ...  of  the  tropical  regions0  (that  is,  as  the  African 
slave-trade].  ...  “  If  the  slave-holding  race  in  these  States 
are  bat  true  to  themselves,  they  have  a  great  destiny  be¬ 
fore  them.” 

New,  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  is  to  blame  that  things 
have  come  to  such  a  pass  as  this  ?  The  South  and  the 
N.rth;  but  the  North  much  more  than  the  South,  very 
much  more.  Gentlemen,  we  let  Gog  get  upon  the  ark ;  we 
took  pay  for  his  passage.  Out*  most  prominent  men  iu 
Church  and  State  have  sworn  allogiance  to  Gog.  But  this 
is  not  always  to  last ;  there  is  a  day  aftor  to- clay — a  pob- 
snm  behind  each  to-day. 

The  North  should  have  fought  s  very  at  tho  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  and  at  every  step  since;  after  the 
battle  was  lost  then,  wo  should  havo  resisted  each  success¬ 
ive  step  of  tho  slave  power.  But  we  havo  yielded— yiolded 
continually.  Wo  made  no  fight  over  tho  annexation  of 
slave  territory,  the  admission  of  slave  States.  We  ought 
to  have  rent  the  Union  into  the  primitive  townships  sooner 
than  consent  to  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill.  But  as  we  failed 
to  fight  manfully  then,  I  never  thought  tho  North  would 
rally  on  the  Missouri  Compromise  line.  I  rejoice  at  the  dis- 
play  of  indignation  I  witness  hero  and  elsewhere.  For  once 
New  York  appears  more  moral  than  Boston.  I  thank  you 
for  it.  A  meeting  is  called  iu  tho  Park  to-morrow,  ft  is 
high  time;  though  I  doubt  that  the  North  will  yet  rally 
and  defend  even  the  lino  drawn  in  1820.  But  there  are 
two  lines  of  defence  where  the  nation  will  pause,  I  think— 
the  seizure  and  occupation  of  Cuba,  with  its  war  so  do- 
structivo  to  Northern  ships ;  and  the  restoration  of  tho 
African  slave-trade.  The  Blavo-breeding  States,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  will  oppose  the 
last ;  for  if  the  Gulf  States  and  the  future  tropical  terri¬ 
tories  can  import  Africans  at  one  hundred  dollars  a  head, 
depend  upon  it,  that  will  spoil  the  market  for  tho  slave- 
breeders  of  America-  And,  gentlemen,  if  Virginia  canuot 
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sell  her  own  children,  how  will  this  “  well-born,  well-edu¬ 
cated,  well-bred  aristocrat”  look  down  on  the  poor  and 
ignorant  Yankee,  when  the  ”  gentlemen  ”  of  the  Old 
Dominion  do  not  bring  a  high  price  in  the  flesh  market. 
No,  this  iniquity  is  not  to  last  for  over  l  A  certain  amount 
of  force  will  compress  a  cubic  foot  of  water  into  nine- 
tenth  s  of  its  natural  size ;  but  beyond  that,  the  weight  of 
the  whole  earth  cannot  make  it  any  smaller.  Even  the 
North  is  not  infinitely  compressible.  When  atom  touches 
atom,  you  may  take  off  the  screws. 

Tilings  cannot  continue  long  in  this  condition.  Every 
triumph  of  slavery  is  a  day’s  march  towards  its  rain.  There 
is  no  nigher  law,  is  there  ?  “  He  taketh  the  wise  in  their 
own  craftiness.”  "The  counsel  of  tho  wicked  is  carried,” 
— ay,  but  it  is  carried  headlong. 

Only  see  what  a  change  has  come  over  our  spirit  just 
now.  Three  years  ago,  Isaiah  Ryndors  and  Hiram  Ketchum 
domineered  over  New  York.  Those  gentlemen  who  are  to 
follow  mo,  and  whom  you  are  impatient  to  hair,  were  mob¬ 
bed  down  in  this  city  two  years  ago ;  they  could  not  find 
a  hall  which  would  be  leased  to  them  for  money  or  love, 
and  had  to  adjourn  to  Syracuse  to  hold  their  convention. 
Look  as  this  assembly  now. 

A  little  while  aijo  all  the  leading  clergymon  were  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Bill;  now  three  thousand  of 
New  England’s  ministers  remonstrate  against  Nebraska. 
They  know  there’  is  a  fire  in  tbmr  rear,  and,  in  theological 
language,  it  is  a  fire  that  ”ia  not  quenched  j”  it  goeth  not 
out  by  day ;  and  there  U  no  night  there.  The  clergymen 
stand  between  eternal  torment  on  ono  side,  and  the  u  little 
giant  of  slavery  ”  on  the  other.  They  do  not  turn  back ! 
Two  thousand  English  clergymen  once  became  non-con¬ 
formists  in  a  single  day.  Threo  thousand  New  England 
ministers  remonstrated  against  the  enslavement  of  Ne¬ 
braska.  When  the  “  gentlemen  of  the  Old  Dominion  ” 
find  their  sons  and  daughters  do  not  bring  a  high  price  in 
tho  flesh-markets  of  the  South,  they  will  doubt  the  ft  di¬ 
vinity  of  slavery.” 

Now  is  the  time  to  pash  and  be  active,  call  mootings, 
bring  out  mob  of  all  parties,  all  forma  of  religion ;  agitato, 
agitato,  agitate.  Make  a  fire  in  tho  rear  oi  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Representatives,  Tho  South  is  weak—* only 
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waited.  Tho  North  is  wi«ntu,  in  money,  in  men,  in  edn 
ikm,  in  the  justice  of  got  ^lCut  ennae— only  not  united  for 
freedom.  Bo  faithful  t»>  unr  obus  and  slavery -will  come 
down,  not  slowly,  as  1  thought  once,  but  when  the  people 
of  the  North  say  so,  it  shall  come  down  with  a  groat 
crash  ! 

Then  when  wo  are  free  from  this  plague -spot  of  slavery — 
the  curse  to  oar  industry,  our  education,  onr  politics,  and 
our  religion — we  shall  increase  more  rapidly  in  numbers 
and  still  more  abundantly  b  >  rich.  Tim  South  will  bo  as 
the  North- -active,  infceUigonc;  Virginia  rich  as  New  York, 
the  Carolines  as  active  as  Massachusetts.  Then  by  peace¬ 
ful  purchase,  the  Anglo-Saxon  may  acquire  the  rest  of  this 
North  American  continent, — for  the  Mp.  ntar&a  will  make 
nothing  of  it.  Nay,  wo  may  honourably  ((o  further  South, 
and  possess  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  slopes  of  the  Southern 
continent,  extending  the  area  of  freedom  nfc  every  step. 
We  may  carry  thither  the  Anglo-Saxon  vigour  and  enter¬ 
prise,  the  old  love  of  liberty,  the  love  also  of  low;  the  best 
institutions  of  the  present  age — ecclesiastical,  political, 
social,  domestic- 

Then  what  a  •nation  we  shall  one  day  became  !  America, 
the  mother  of  a  thousand  Anglo-Saxon  States,  tropic  and 
tv*nperat€,  on  both  sides  the  Equator,  may  behold  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  the  Amazon  uniting  their  waters,  the  drainage 
of  two  vast*  continents  in  the  Mediterranean  of  tho  V/  os  tern 
World;  may  count  her  children  at  last  by  hundreds  of  mil¬ 
lions — and  among  them  all  behold  no  tyrant  and  no  sleeve  ! 
What.  a  spectacle — tho  Anglo-Saxon  family  occupying  a 
whole  hemisphere,  with  industry,  freedom,  religion  !  It  is 
oar  function  to  fulfil  this  vision  ;  we  are  the  voluntary  in¬ 
struments  of  God.  Shall  America  scorn  the  mission  He 
sends  her  on?  Then  let  as  all  perish,  and  may  Kussi& 
teach  justice  to  mankind  i 
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